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A Keynsham man has been made the subject of a
Restraining Order preventing him from contacting several
people.
Mark Gooding, 43, was arrested by armed police in a vehicle in
Waveney Road in the town in January.  
He was subsequently charged with offences, including
possession of a firearm with intent to cause fear of violence,
threats to kill, and assaults.
A trial had been due to take place last week at Bristol Crown
Court but the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) halted the
prosecution after consideration which included the views of the
complainant.
Crown Advocate James Ward said: “The CPS keeps all its
cases under continuous review.  Before proceeding with a
prosecution, we must be satisfied that there is a realistic
prospect of conviction and that the prosecution is in the public
interest. Both limbs of this test were satisfied. 
“Additionally, we take into account the views of the complainant
and consider welfare of children. Having considered the case in
the round and discussed it with the complainant, I decided to
stop the prosecution but ensure the continued safety of the
complainant and her children by seeking a Restraining Order
from the court, which was granted. 

“Mark Gooding is now prohibited from initiating contact directly
or indirectly with the complainant, save through a solicitor, and
is prohibited from any contact with her children. This order is to
last indefinitely.”
Five counts will lie on file.
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Restraining Order imposed on
Keynsham man

South Glos
Will this Discover Festival be the last?
The district’s annual Discover festival is under way but it could be the
last as the council’s £66,000-a year arts service budget is facing the
chop.
One of the casualties could be the festival held every autumn in which
the council co-ordinates 200 events, most of them free. Last year
some 8,000 people took part. 
As austerity measures to cut the national deficit continue the council
has been set an additional savings target of £36m by 2019/20. This
is on top of the savings of £43m in this year’s budget.
For details of all the events in this year's festival  go to
www.southglos.gov.uk/discover-festival/



The Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby mingled with
pub and club goers in the town last Friday.
The Archbishop joined the team of street pastors, who regularly

patrol Kingswood town centre
offering reassurance, safety
and support through listening,
caring and helping. 
Justin Welby posed for selfies
with people as they came out of
the town’s night spots while the
Bishop of Bristol the Rt Rev
Mike Hill, who was also finding

out about the work of the street pastors, also had his picture
taken with revellers.
Street pastors, who have all undergone training, wear a
distinctive uniform while on patrol and radio communication is
maintained with the community’s CCTV control centre, police
and licensed premises’ door staff.
The Archbishop spent the weekend touring the Diocese of
Bristol, which covers Bristol, South Gloucestershire, North
Wiltshire and Swindon.
His tour took in Bristol Cathedral, St Mary Redcliffe and a
community fun day in Swindon, and he also baptised new
Christians in a pool outside Malmesbury Abbey.
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Kingswood 

Archbishop mingles
with revellers
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South Glos  

Green bin charge stays but
hardship scheme is approved
Councillors have voted to keep the controversial green bin
charge after hearing that a U-turn would create a financial gap
of up to £1.4m.
However, the Communities Committee agreed to the introduction of
extra measures to ensure the green waste subscription service in
South Gloucestershire remains affordable for those in financial
hardship.
A 50 per cent discount on the £36 annual charge is already
available for those on certain benefits, but the new hardship
scheme will provide more support in exceptional circumstances.
The opt-in service – dubbed the ‘bin tax’ by the Conservatives - was
introduced in the spring as part of ongoing measures to reduce the
council’s expenditure in line with the national austerity programme.
The council has already cut its spending by £43m a year and needs
to save a further £36m a year by 2020.
Before the charge was introduced, 80,000 households in the district
were using a green bin. The council estimated the take-up for the
charge would be 22,500 households but latest figures show that
almost 39,000 had signed up the end of August. 
And council chiefs say there has been little evidence of people
resorting to fly-tipping to dispose of their green waste, as some
people had feared.
The introduction of the green bin charge led to a 4,200-name

petition opposing it which
Kingswood’s Conservative MP
Chris Skidmore handed in to
Parliament. The council’s
constitution ensures that any
petition with more than 2,500
names must be debated.
The Communities Committee
debated it in June, when councillors
commissioned a report on the
social and financial implications of
abandoning the charge. 
The committee met again last Tuesday when members considered
the report from council officials which said that scrapping the
charge would mean having to identify an annual £1.4m of
alternative cuts or charges.  
Members were advised that if the charge was rescinded, there
would also be a “reputational risk” to the council, while other
options, including switching to a free nine-month collection
schedule (March to November) or a change in collection shifts
would also cause a budget gap.
The Lib Dems and Labour voted for the charge to be kept, with the
Conservatives voting against. 
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Fishponds 
Grounded to open new branch? 

Downend 

Floral demos

As Grounded waits to hear whether its application for a café
bar in Keynsham will be successful, it has emerged that the
chain is also looking to open a branch in Fishponds.
Grounded, founded by Keynsham-born Tobie Holbrook, already
has several cafes, including in Redfield and Brislington, and hopes
to be open in the old Lloyds Bank in Keynsham High Street by
Christmas, although some objections have been lodged with
B&NES Council. Grounded café bars open all day, serving
breakfast, lunch and food in the evening, when local musicians get
a chance to showcase their work.
A spokeswoman for Grounded told The Week In: “It is still very
early days, but there is a plan to open a Grounded on Fishponds
Road. A potential site has been found, and negotiations are
beginning.  We feel that a Grounded would enhance the vibrant
character of Fishponds Road.” There has been unconfirmed
speculation that the site might be the former Co-op Bank.

Members of Downend Flower Club, which meets at Lincombe
Barn in Overndale Road, will enjoy a floral demonstration on
Wednesday 15th October at  7.30pm with Marie Munday. Her
subject will be A Night at the Movies.
On Wednesday 17th December the demonstrator will be David
Martin, with Christmas Unwrapped.
Visitors are welcome.
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Keynsham 

Five-storey building
planned for Rock Road
A planning application has been submitted
for a five-storey building for retail, office
and residential use on the site of Milland
House at Rock Road.
The former garage and car sales building is
currently used as offices and sits not far from
the new civic centre development. It also
stands adjacent to Ashton Way Car Park. 
Now, a company named Milands Properties,
with an address in central Bristol but with a
registered office in Keynsham, has applied to
B&NES Council to demolish the existing
buildings, as well as the residential house next
door on Rock Road.
In its place, the new building will have space

for a retail unit on the ground floor, office
accommodation on the first floor and 14 flats
on the three successive floors.
The planning application reference is
14/03163/FUL and the deadline for comments
is 2nd October.

Warmley 
Choir in
concert at
St Barnabas’
Nomine, the community
choir which supports the
Children’s Hospice South
West, is holding an
autumn concert at St
Barnabas’ Church on
Saturday 27th September
at 7.30pm.
Entrance is free, with a
retiring collection to
support the hospice’s
work.
Nomine is a four-part choir
which rehearses on
Wednesdays at 7.45pm in
the United Reformed
Church School Room in
Oldland Common.
Directed by Naomi Reed,
the choir has over the
years raised more than
£16,000 towards the work
of the hospice.



Two primary academies which are part of the Kingswood-
based Cabot Learning Federation have received good reports
following their first inspections.
Minerva Primary Academy in Fishponds and Frome Vale Academy
in Downend have welcomed the judgements, published this month
following Ofsted visits in July.
Both schools opened in 2012 as part of the CLF. Frome Vale
Academy was formerly Oldbury Court Primary School and Minerva
was known as Hillfields Primary.
Ofsted judged teaching and learning, achievement, behaviour and
leadership and management as good at both schools. 
At Frome Vale the inspectors remarked that “the exceptional
leadership” of the executive principal and newly appointed
associate principal was bringing about significant change.
The report said previous lost ground was being made up quickly
and “the positive and calm atmosphere in the school encourages
pupils to learn well”. Pupils are said to be well cared for and feel
valued, while staff morale is high.
Executive principal Mandy Milsom said: “This is the first time in the
history of FVA and before that Oldbury Court Primary School that
this has been achieved.”  
To improve further, the 195-pupil school has been told to increase
the proportion of outstanding teaching and to raise attendance,
which is currently just below the national average.
At Minerva Academy, which has 313 pupils, inspectors said
achievement has improved since the school was sponsored by
Cabot Learning Federation and is good because the children have
a positive attitude towards their learning.

There was praise for principal Gemma Jackson, with inspectors
saying:  “The headteacher is passionate and resolute in her vision
of excellence for the school and she leads with humility and clarity,
taking the school on a transformational journey. Her
uncompromising approach to school improvement is enabling all to
thrive in a culture of mutual support and respect. All staff say they
are proud to be a part of the school.”
To improve further, Ofsted says the school needs to increase the
proportion of outstanding teaching. Miss Jackson said she was
“thrilled” with the judgement and the report.
“With our great partnership in being part of, and working in
collaboration with the Cabot Learning Federation, I know that we
will progress on our journey to be an outstanding academy,” she
said.
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Downend & Fishponds  

Good Ofsted grades for academies

Frome Vale Academy ‘s associate principal Jan Saunders and
executive principal Mandy Milsom with some of the pupils
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

2 8 3 4
9 8 6

3 7
6 5

1 7 3 8 4
3 8 4 5

9 6 7 5
7 1
1 5 6 8 3

5 7
1 4 2 8

8 6 3
1

2 6
5 2 8 3

8 1
4 9

3 9 2 4

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING

Sunday 21st September

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG (9am-7pm)

Bath & North East Somerset Council last week approved a
further £660,000 for repairs to the landslip-hit Kelston
Road after it emerged that the problem goes much deeper
than engineers had thought.
The total approved budget for the project now stands at £2.66m
and the council is lobbying the Government to help with the
cost.
An emergency report to the council explained: “Following
emergency repairs, further investigation work has been
completed by the appointed contractor and the authority now
needs to undertake more comprehensive works to prevent a
collapse, stabilise the road and reopen it to all traffic.”
Council leader Cllr Paul Crossley said: “The council’s engineers
have been working flat out on the repairs to Kelston Road. It
has now emerged that below the land which has already
moved, there is another layer of ‘soft’ rock which is also at a risk
of sliding.
“A new scheme has been designed which will require two rows
of deep piling to ensure that future landslips are prevented. The
safety of members of the public who will use the repaired road
is of paramount importance to us and for the long term.
“The council has funded the scheme so far through borrowing,
however, we have been lobbying and will continue to lobby the
Government for funding to help pay for the scheme.
“We are continuing to do everything we can to reduce the
impact of the ongoing road closure, including working alongside
Mr Watts, the proprietor of the temporary toll road. Kelston
Road will reopen, and the works are still on schedule to be
completed by Christmas.”

North East Somerset MP Jacob Rees-Mogg has written to
Transport Secretary Patrick McLoughlin asking for money to
help B&NES fund the works.
He told him: “I am sure you can appreciate the disruption that
the works have caused to this area, especially commuters, and
I am therefore writing on behalf of my constituents and the
constituencies belonging to Don Foster and Chris Skidmore
who have been affected by the closure.
“Ultimately we are jointly seeking financial support from the
Department for Transport in the hope of expediting the works.”
More than 40,000 vehicles have used the private toll road since
it opened last month, bypassing the section that has been
closed since February.

Kelston 

More funding for A431 as
40,000 motorists use toll road
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Letters
Time for a B&NES Mayor
Dear Editor,
Support for the campaign to introduce an
elected Mayor for the whole of Bath and North
East Somerset is attracting lots of support
from across the area, particularly in towns
and villages.
There is a growing feeling that decisions
aren't made in the best way, that the council
doesn't consult, and no one is accountable
when things go wrong.
For almost 20 years, since the formation of
Bath and North East Somerset Council, there
has been an unhealthy balance between
North East Somerset and Bath.
Whichever party runs the council, favour is
always given to the areas where that party
has elected councillors.
What people are finding appealing about the
campaign is that an elected Mayor for the
whole area would receive support from Chew
Valley to Larkhall, from Timsbury to Twerton,
from Radstock to Newbridge and from
Peasedown St John to Keynsham – thus,
they’d have a connection with a wider area,
and be inclined to treat every area more fairly.
Since the creation of the local authority in
1995 we’ve had consecutive hung councils
that has meant no party has ever had overall
control which has resulted in weak
leadership, quick fixes before election time,
and a lack of clear vision and forward
planning.
A Mayor, elected by the people, would be able
to provide strong and authoritative leadership
and will be taken more seriously by
Government when lobbying for funding for our
local area.
Currently, the Leader of the council has the
most powerful role, however isn't elected by
the general public but by his/her own political
party.

Simply, instead of having a Leader not
selected by the public, we’ll have a Mayor
elected by the people. 
Introducing such a radical change though isn’t
a simple process. Our first task is to collect
6,900 signatures (5% of the electorate) to
trigger a Yes-No referendum.
If we collect these, the poll will be held in May
2015 and will ask the public if they’d like to
change the old system for a new one.
If the public vote YES, the election for the first
ever Mayor for B&NES will take place in
November 2015.
For more details about the campaign readers
can visit www.mayorforbanes.org
I’ll be spending a lot of time this autumn
visiting community groups and organisations
across North East Somerset collecting
support for the petition. 
Anyone wishing to help collect signatures in
their street, neighbourhood, town, village, at
work, or within their community group can
email me at nathan_hartley@bathnes.gov.uk 
I’d be more than happy to come and talk to
any individual or group that would like to find
out more.
Nathan Hartley
North East Somerset coordinator
Mayor for B&NES Campaign

Who closed Frenchay
Hospital?
Dear Stephen,
I refer to your readers’ page, issue 335. There
is a letter by M O’Regan which contains
factual inaccuracies. I would hate for your
readers to be misled about the decision-
making process regarding the closure of
Frenchay.
The decision to close Frenchay, was not
made by Labour. It was in fact made by the
Primary Care Trust (PCT) and voted for by
councillors from all parties, including the
Conservatives.
If Labour are to be blamed for the PCT opting
to close Frenchay, then by the same logic, the

Conservatives should be blamed for the
Clinical Commissioning Group backtracking
on the promised minor injuries unit at
Cossham Hospital.
Regarding Frenchay, those of us who closely
note politicians’ promises might recall the
Conservative MP’s pre-election promotional
material. He sold himself to us as the
“champion” of Frenchay, claiming he'd
already saved it as a community hospital. I
guess he’s been hoping ever since that we’d
forget that pledge or wouldn’t notice that in
fact Frenchay has now closed. 
Carl Lander
Hanham

Mike Thomas Memorial
Walk
Dear Stephen,
A total of 26 people, including members of his
family attended Mike Thomas's Memorial
Walk on Sunday 14th September. 
It was a fitting tribute to the memory of a man
who did so much for his local community and
who will be very much missed by everyone
who was privileged to have known him.
Walk organiser, Pat Webb led the group along
one of the many routes that Mike would have
known so well, taking in a minor detour past
an ancient oak tree where everyone was
invited to link hands around the huge trunk in
commemoration of a similar event organised
some years ago by Mike. 
I am sure that Mike would have been pleased
to think that he has started a trend which
hopefully will continue into the future. It also
would be good to know if there is anyone out
there who would be prepared to follow in
Mike's footsteps and lead regular walks on a
Sunday afternoon.
Thanks must go to Pat for organising the walk
and of course to everyone who participated.   
Mike Openshaw, Hanham



Contender for the crown
Dear Sir,
I noticed an advertisement for a comedian
appearing at Frys, stating he is the west’s
best comedian.
I beg to differ, having recently seen Lee
Carroll at Longwell Green Community Centre.
I think the crown belongs to him. Nothing blue
but good, clean fun.
D Alway
The article in last week's issue did not state
Andy Ford is the west's best comedian. The
quote 'just about the funniest man alive' was
attributed to TV star Matt Lucas. Ed.

A smart move
Dear Stephen,
I recently attended the Road Smart driving
seminar at Stockwood Vale Golf Club, near
Keynsham, organised by Avon & Somerset
Police. These seminars are free to attend and
available for all age groups and split between
17-24 year olds and over- 25s. 
The seminar was informative and thought-
provoking. I cannot recommend strongly
enough that every driver, whether newly
qualified or highly experienced, takes the time
to apply and attend one of these seminars. 
However impatient we may be with seemingly
low speed limits on some of our roads, what
could possibly be worse and more life-
changing for a driver than killing or maiming
someone else, especially a child, regardless
of whose fault the accident was? The seminar
demonstrates effectively just how easy it is to
cause a fatality or serious injury whilst driving. 
One surprising aspect that stood out for
attendees was that only small increases in
travelling speed had a disproportionately
higher increase in speed at impact with
another vehicle or a pedestrian. The website
where you can find out more about these
seminars and book a place is

www.roadsmart.org. 
95% of road traffic accidents are caused by
human error; if these seminars are well
attended, our roads should be safer for
everyone - and save a lot of heartache and
expense. 
Phil Harding
Saltford

Thank you all for your care
Dear Stephen,
I want to apologise to anyone who came to
Keynsham Library last Saturday (6th
September) and found it unexpectedly closed.
This was due to my wife suffering a cardiac
arrest and collapsing near the entrance. 
Thanks to the quick thinking of staff, an
ambulance was called while one of the staff
fetched the defibrillator from the fire station
wall. Within moments the ambulance crew
was on the scene and started CPR and the
defibrillator.  Their efforts brought Linda back
to life as the emergency doctor arrived. 
She was taken to Bristol Royal Infirmary
where she was in intensive care for two days
and is now making good progress in the
cardiac ward, thanks to the excellent attention
she received from all those good people.
J Edmondson
Keynsham

The Keynsham Karbunkle
Dear Sir,
Hooray for John Howlett's letter (Issue 336)!
We call this monstrosity the Keynsham
Karbuncle, spelt with a K rather  than the
usual C to convey its tacky Vegas-style
appearance. 

This building is set to attract nationwide
attention and become a Wonder of Modern
Britain with its truly horrendous facade and
scale. It is completely unique!
Jerry Moore
Barrs Court

Raising money in memory
of Ben
Dear Sir,
Many of Ben’s friends, mainly former
Wellsway School pupils, held a very
successful charity sports day on Saturday 6th
September in his memory. The day started
with a demonstration Frisbee match and was
followed by football and a cricket tournament. 
There was a great atmosphere and we were
blessed with a warm, sunny day. The
numerous spectators were well fed with an
on-site barbecue and stall providing
homemade cakes. 
Ben’s friends raised a wonderful £3,500 on
the day and together with online donations
we’re rapidly approaching the £5,000 mark.
As Ben’s parents we would like to pay tribute
to the wonderful support we have had from
the Keynsham community, including
businesses that provided many of the raffle
prizes, at what is still a very difficult time for
us. Thank you all. 
Jeremy & Louise Pocock
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Letters

The Week In is independent of any political or
commercial interest.   We aim to produce a
balanced and accurate view of local news and
welcome comments from our readers. 

Normally, we will publish letters in full but reserve
the right to shorten or clarify the contents or to
refuse publication. Please try to keep letters under
300 words and supply your full name and address
for reasons of authentication.  Only the name and
district where you live will be reproduced.
Anonymity is possible under certain circumstances. 

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices no later
than 5.30pm on the Monday of each week.  E-
mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

Write to us
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Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21 22

23 24

Across

Speak indistinctly (6)7
Out of fashion (3-3)8
Stare at (4)9
Linking together (8)10
Unexplained event (7)11
Elicit information (5)13
From the Netherlands (5)15
Small rodent (7)17
Painstakingly accurate (8)20
At or from a great distance (4)21
Harem official (6)23
Anticipate (6)24

Down

Parliament of council with no overall 
control (4)

1

Wretched (6)2
Chemical element Hg (7)3
Small round soft mass (5)4
Confused (6)5
Marine crustacean (8)6
Young (8)12
Pays and receives money (7)14
Chemical element Ce (6)16
Cooked shrimps (6)18
Lands belonging to a duke (5)19
Curved structure spanning an opening (4)22

ACROSS
7 Speak indistinctly (6)

8 Out of fashion (3-3)

9 Stare at (4)

10 Linking together (8)

11 Unexplained event (7)

13 Elicit information (5)

15 From the Netherlands (5)

17 Small rodent (7)

20 Painstakingly accurate (8)

21 At or from a great distance (4)

23 Harem official (6)

24 Anticipate (6)

DOWN
1 Parliament of council with no overall

control (4)

2 Wretched (6)

3 Chemical element Hg (7)

4 Small round soft mass (5)

5 Confused (6)

6 Marine crustacean (8)

12 Young (8)

14 Pays and receives money (7)

16 Chemical element Ce (6)

18 Cooked shrimps (6)

19 Lands belonging to a duke (5)

22 Curved structure spanning an opening (4)

Todd Foreman, North East Somerset’s Labour candidate at
next year's General Election, says he welcomes the recent
vote in the House of Commons to limit the scope of the
Government’s ‘bedroom tax’. 
The Affordable Homes Bill passed a vote on 5th September - a
day when many MPs had already left the House to return to
their constituencies, causing some embarrassment to the
Coalition Government. 
The bill would introduce new exemptions for people with
disabilities to the bedroom tax and secure a review of affordable
housing availability. 
Mr Foreman said: “I have spoken to many people across North
East Somerset whose lives are being made a misery by the
bedroom tax. Many residents affected by the tax have
disabilities and are in homes with modifications for their
disability. The tax is particularly unfair in rural communities
where there aren't alternative homes available."
It is highly unlikely that the bill would continue its passage to
become law by the end of this Parliament and Mr Foreman's
adversary at the next election almost succeeded in killing it off
there and then. North East Somerset’s Conservative MP Jacob
Rees-Mogg invoked a procedural point of order in an attempt to

have it sent to a Select
Committee at
Westminster. That would
have been the end of the
Affordable Homes Bill
after its successful
second reading but his
amendment was also
defeated.
Mr Foreman said: "Jacob
Rees-Mogg yet again put
his party before the
people of North East
Somerset by doing the
Tory Government's
bidding and voting down
sensible measures that would stop disabled people and
families with children being unfairly penalised by the bedroom
tax.
“The bedroom tax is a crude, ineffective measure which is an
example of the Tories knowing the price of everything but the
value of nothing."

Labour candidate hails
'bedroom tax' victory

Todd Foreman
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Hanham 

We warned of flooding risk from housing
development, say Green Belt campaigners
Back in 2010, when developers Crest Nicholson applied to
build 34 homes on wasteland on the corner of Whittucks
Road and Abbots Road, Green Belt campaigners warned of
drainage problems.
Despite their concerns, and those of some local residents and
parish councillors, the development was approved by South
Gloucestershire Council in 2011.
Hanham District Green Belt Conservation Society members say
the subsequent flooding problems came as no surprise – and
the result is the current drainage works which are costing
council tax payer £300,000.
Work on digging up Abbots Road for the drainage works began
in June and is expected to finish in October.
Writing in their September newsletter, they say that when
planning permission was being sought, they, local residents and
Hanham Abbots Parish Council objected to the development on
several grounds, including land drainage issues.
“We pointed out that the land was always wet, even in summer,
and flooded in winter, but they did not listen to us.
Consequently, after the houses were built, residents
experienced flooding on the cricket pitch, along Abbots Road,
into their gardens and finally down into Riverside Way. We were
not surprised. 

“So after much debate not
only did South Glos
Council have to replace
the land drain from the
cricket pitch down to The
Gables Residential Home
in Sydenham Way, but
also install a new drain
along Abbots Road to join
up with the Elm Tree
stream, hence the
roadworks and guess who
paid? You and I, of course,
through our council tax.
The cost we understand is
£300,000. But will the
planners learn?”
At the time Hanham
Abbots Parish Council
said: “Historically, this land has been known locally as the
‘quagmire’ and for good reason; it floods on a regular basis,
hence the ditch that surrounds it.  We therefore have very real
concerns over drainage issues.”

The site before development

The site today
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Keynsham 

Feast for foodies
Hungry crowds descended on Keynsham Food Festival on
Saturday.
The festival and farmers’ market took place on Ashton Way Car
Park and at the neighbouring Scout HQ.
The day was a celebration of Keynsham’s vibrant food
community, including farmers, growers and bakers, plus local
cafés and restaurants.  

There were speakers and demonstrations including Love Food
Hate Waste, Heavenly Hedgerows, the Somerset Cheese
Company, Farrells Restaurant, Tandoori Garden and Fussels
Fine Foods. Among the stallholders were Chewton Farm, who
were demonstrating how to cook different cuts of meat. Pictured
are Sue Anderson, Lesley Bowes and Helen Spooner.
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Hanham 

Salon sends SOS to
clients after break-in
Hairdressers at a salon in the High Street are trying to track
down more than 1,000 clients after their computerised diary
was stolen during a break-in.
Staff at Kapille have no way of knowing when customers are

booked in so are unable
to make any new
appointments in case
they make a double
booking. They cannot
even phone clients to find
out when they are
booked in as the diary,
contained on a laptop
taken during the burglary,

included all contact details. A back-up memory stick, kept in a
separate place to the laptop, was also stolen.
The salon is run by Jenna George and Hannah Hutton, who also
employ three stylists. They say the theft has caused chaos and
they are working round-the-clock to get back to normal.
The break-in took place around 10pm on Sunday August 31st.
Three pairs of hair straighteners, a hairdryer and coins from the
till were also taken. Anyone with an appointment is asked to ring
the salon on 0117 377 4073.

Hanham 

Loss of High Street shop?
Plans have been lodged with South Gloucestershire
Council to change the use of a shop in the High Street to
residential.
The developer of the old Premier Mobile shop got permission in
2012  for a two-storey rear extension and conversion of the  loft
to provide a one-bedroom flat, a three-bedroom maisonette and
a retail shop unit, as well as demolishing an outbuilding to create
a communal garden and three parking spaces.

But now the developer says the shop area is “extremely small
and it has been determined that it is uneconomical as a viable
let as the income from the shop will not produce a yield to
redeem the development costs”.
People who want to comment on the proposal for 89 High Street
– reference PK14/3316/PNRR - have until 1st October.



Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore's ninth Jobs
Fair will be held at Kingswood Community
Centre on Friday 26th September from 2pm to
4pm. 
Companies attending with local jobs to
advertise include B&Q, N-Gaged, Asda,
Milestones Trust, Avon, the Army, UK Mail,
Dynamic Storage, CDL, Virgin Media, Juice
Plan+, Job Centre Plus, Pluss, South Glos
Council, South Glos College,
Learn Direct, Nisbets,

Marshfield Bakery, TSB, and Wheels to Work.
The Citizens Advice Bureau will also have a
stand as well as conducting short interviews
for people with money management
questions. 
Last week Mr Skidmore also attended an
initiative at Asda in Longwell Green where free
skills training is being offered to help tackle
youth unemployment locally.
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MP holds ninth Jobs Fair
Situations Vacant
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Official opening of
Hanham Woods Academy
The official opening of Hanham Woods Academy took
place last Thursday at a ceremony attended by local MP
Chris Skidmore.
The school, formerly Hanham High, reopened this month as a
sponsored academy with the Kingswood-based Cabot Learning
Federation.
Balloons in the colours of the four school houses were released
and Mr Skidmore joined headteacher Philip Bevan and pupils in
planting a tree. Three more trees – one for each of the new
houses – will be planted and a time capsule created by
students will be buried.
Meanwhile the academy has won two prestigious awards from
national bodies. It has been awarded the British Council’s
International School Award in recognition of its work to bring the
world into the classroom, and the Employability Chartermark for
Education, which reflects the importance placed on ensuring
the students are given every opportunity to achieve their
employability potential and achieve their career goals. 
The British Council paid special tribute to the links Hanham
Woods have formed with a school in China.
When the West of England Local Enterprise Partnership
awarded the Employability Chartermark for Education to
Hanham Woods they noted many areas of good practice and

were encouraged to hear from students who benefitted from
their work placements and employability elements of the
curriculum.  

LQ
LQ
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Preparing your home for autumn and winter
As the nights start drawing in, here’s a check list to help you get
your home ready for the colder months.
Keep out the winter chills by blocking draughts. The most likely
places for gaps are around doors and windows, loft hatches
and pipes which lead outside. 
Are your pipes and water tanks insulated? Bleed radiators to
release trapped air, allowing hot water to fill every part and
warm your home more efficiently. Make sure you know where

your water stopcock is. 
Your boiler needs a service
every year. As everyone
starts to switch on their
central heating, the surge in
gas consumption can lead to
a big increase in
breakdowns.
It’s lovely sitting in front of
the fire on a cold winter’s
evening so make sure your
chimneys get swept every
year - chimney fires occur
when deposits of carbon and
dust accumulate and are set

alight by sparks or flames from an open fire.
Leaves in gutters and drains can lead to blocks and overflows,
so clean them regularly.
Your attic needs to be properly insulated to prevent warm air
from reaching the roof as this could result in water that builds
up and subsequently freezes, leading to severe damage to the
building and its contents. Replace worn or cracked tiles and
make sure your roof is watertight. 
You might be thinking about some indoor home projects in the
coming months. New curtains, throws, rugs or cushions are
enough to create an autumnal or winter feeling. And nothing
gives a home an instant facelift like a new carpet or flooring.

Make sure your gutters and drains are free of leaves

HOMES & GARDENS
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Best in the west?

Barrs Court 

Craven Way safety becomes a political football
This house extension locally won Longwell Green based Hutton
Building Services a nomination for the West of England local
authority building awards this year. The company has gained an
enviable reputation over the last 12 years for its home
transformations and new build projects.  For more information
call 07968 823303.

HOMES & GARDENS
Craven Way, for which a £150,000 package of road safety
improvements are being drawn up, was at the centre of a
heated political row on Monday night.
The problems on the busy rat run were raised at the Kings
Forest Area Forum, which brings together councillors,
representatives of community organisations and local residents
to discuss local issues that matter to them.
The campaign to improve safety for motorists and pedestrians
on the road was highlighted just last Friday when there was a
crash in which a car was written off, pictured.
Jo McCarron, Labour’s Parliamentary candidate for Kingswood 
told the meeting she had been working with local residents who 
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y becomes a political football
had contacted her in March about the need for improved safety
measures on Craven Way after they got no help from local
Conservative MP Chris Skidmore when it was raised with him
in 2010.
But Tory councillor Nick Barrett, who represents the ward, told
the forum that some residents had raised concerns with him
about the road in February of this year and that he had already
secured funding for survey work to start before Ms McCarron’s
campaign began.
Anne Sheppard, who lives at the Tower Lane end of Craven
Way, told the meeting that she had got in touch with Mr
Skidmore about the speed and volume of traffic. At the time he
contacted the council’s highways department and was told that
there were already traffic calming measures on the eastern
section, and several narrowings along the length of Craven
Way. Mrs Sheppard wrote back reiterating that there were no
narrowings at her end of Craven Way, but said she had no
further response from the MP.
In March of this year Mrs Sheppard contacted Jo McCarron
when she leafleted homes in the Barrs Court area, asking what
the local issues were, and a petition calling for improved safety
on Craven Way was started.
But at Monday’s forum, Cllr James Hunt (Con, Emersons
Green) suggested Mrs Sheppard should have got in touch with
her local councillors before she spoke to Ms McCarron and the

issue had become an “unwarranted political attack against
councillors”.
And ward councillor Tony Olpin refuted suggestions that the
Tories had done nothing and that  the campaigners were
“knocking on an open door”.
The forum heard from council highways engineer Chris Harris
who said a package of measures to improve the road was being
drawn up. The scheme is likely to cost in the order of £150,000
and a decision is due next year.
Meanwhile a meeting is due to take place at 7pm on the
junction of Craven Way and Wraxall Road on Monday 29th
September when local people will be updated on progress.

Safety continues to be a concern on Craven Way
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Building Services

Building Services

Directory & What’s On
Carpentry

Appliances

Architectural
Services

Accountancy
Services

Blinds

Carpet Fitters

Carpet Cleaning Clock Repairs

Car Services
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Directory & What’s On

Computers / IT

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Dance Lessons Electrical

Events

Events

Electrical

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym. T:
0117 986 1000.

Driveways

Firewood

Compost

Chimney Sweep

BIG TEA PARTY in aid of Macmillan
Cancer – Friday 26th September 3pm
at St. Dunstan’s Church Hall, Bristol
Road. Keynsham
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Directory & What’s On

PalletsHome Maintenance

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Garden Equipment

Life Coaching

Hypnotherapy

Garden Services

Garden ServicesFurniture Makers

Physiotherapy

Home Help

Musical Tuition

PIANO LESSONS IN
KEYNSHAM.   
Beginners – Advanced.  Ages 6+.
Contact Anne on 07963 935827.
annedavy25@yahoo.com
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Directory & What’s On
Pest Control Pilates

Plastering

Plumbers

Plumbers

Podiatry

Taxis

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

HOME BASED.  
International Company is recruiting
Nutrition Coaches. Full training
provided. Call Phil anytime!
07881 594073

Recruitment

Stair Repairs

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

TV & AerialsPet Services
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Directory & What’s On
Waste DisposalWaste Disposal

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM
Venue Hire

Tyres

K R T Tyres
Part worn tyres

13” – 19”
Fitted and
balanced

07770 222 611
0117 986 0868
Brookleaze, Keynsham

BS31 2AL
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Keynsham 

Confusion over location
of giant video screen 

The Air Training Corps who lost their minibus
when it was torched in an arson attack are
delighted after being given a former police
support group van.
Arsonists struck in the early hours of Wednesday
28th August. Two vehicles including the minibus
were deliberately set on fire and police are
continuing to investigate the blaze at the site in
Whitefield Road.
Supt Paul Richards, head of transport services at
Avon & Somerset Police, presented the 2006
Mercedes Sprinter van to the cadets at their base
in Speedwell last week.
He said: “We’re delighted to be able to provide
the cadets with one of our previously used
support vehicles and we hope that it will provide
them with many years of enjoyment.”
The 2006 Mercedes Sprinter van was previously
used by Avon & Somerset Police support group.
It has been replaced as part of the fleet
replacement programme and although it’s no
longer suitable for frontline use, it is still fully
roadworthy and will be a valuable asset for many

years to come.
Flying Officer Audrey Smart, Officer
Commanding of 1860 Squadron, said: “The
cadets will be over the moon with the
replacement minibus.”
Cadet Flight Sergeant Joanna Wrobel said: “We
went to many places in the old minibus and I
have lots of memories and now they’re gone, but
through the generosity of the police we can
continue to take part in activities.”
Anyone with information about the arson attack is
asked to contact the police on the 101 number.

Bristol
Give your
views about
your nearest
pharmacy
Bristol City Council wants
local residents' views on
their nearest pharmacy.  This
is for the 2015
Pharmaceutical Needs
Assessment (PNA), a
document that the council
has a duty to produce every
three years. 
The PNA reports on where
pharmacy services are in,
when they open, how easy
they are to reach, and where
more might be needed.  
The consultation is open
until 14th November and you
can pick up a questionnaire
at your local library, GP
surgery or health centre.
You can also complete the
consultation online at
www.bristol.gov.uk/pna

Confusion still surrounds the exact location for the proposed
video screen at the new Civic Centre development. 
Keynsham Town Council has responded as part of the
consultation, claiming it is unable to make any firm decision for
or against without knowing precisely where the five-metre wide
screen would be.
In its application, local company Impact Screens Ltd refers to a
location at first floor level, close to the entrance to the Sainsbury
store, as being the one “agreed with Council Leader Paul
Crossley”.  The council's highways officer also appears to
confirm this location in raising no objection to the proposal.
The proposal has received support from some local business
people but also objections from Keynsham Civic Society and
ward councillor Alan Hale. Keynsham Civic Society has labelled
the screen "too large and unnecessary when there are free
newspapers and the town council's many excellent
noticeboards" to convey community messages."
Alan Hale has applauded the initiative and said the screen could
be a feature of the town.  However, he does not support placing
the screen in front of a public building that has yet to be seen in
its finished form. He commented: "Whether the building is liked
or disliked it was not designed to be added to before it is
completed."

Bristol 

Police step in to help
cadets after arson attack



The developers planning to
build 110 houses on the
derelict Golden Valley Mill site
want people’s views on the
proposed open space around
the remains of the former
Methodist chapel, pictured.
St Congar invited people to a
public consultation event in the
spring to view and discuss initial
proposals for redevelopment of
the site. 
There will be another round of
public consultation later in the
year before a planning application goes to
South Gloucestershire Council.
But for now the developers are looking for
ideas for the space around the old chapel,
which was last used as a garage and is in a
prominent position near the main road.
St Congar say it is a great opportunity to
create a feature that will act as a marker for
the village.
They want to know if the chapel should be
kept or whether something new should be

provided in its place for community use, such
as a shelter.
The proposals for the old factory site include
demolishing the tumbledown mill buildings but
reproducing the industrial feel with the new
housing on that part of the site. The rest of the
homes would be in a more traditional style.
It is understood that St Congar have been in
talks with several housebuilders, including
Linden Homes, about the development. 
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Emersons Green 
New memory
café
If you or someone you know
is affected by dementia, a
new monthly memory café
has started at Emersons
Green Library.
People and families
affected by dementia can
get together in a friendly
and supportive atmosphere
and share their experiences
over a cup of tea and a slice
of cake.
The café, which launched
last Thursday, is open
between 2.30pm and
4.30pm on Thursday 9th
October, Thursday 13th
November and Thursday
11th December.
If you’d like to find out more
contact your local
Alzheimer’s Society on
0117 961 0693 or email
bristol@alzheimers.org.uk

Bitton 

Ideas wanted for open space
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The Riverside office building in Temple Street has been
purchased from receivers KPMG by a London-based asset
management company, Addington Capital Ltd. 
The deal was completed on 29th August but it is not known
whether other properties of the former owners Topland Portfolio
are included, or how much has been paid for the leasehold
interest. 
Although Addington does own retail centres (notably the
Queens Arcade in Cardiff) and student accommodation across
the country, it is not yet known what will become of Riverside.
When we asked company principal Matthew Allen what plans
the firm had, he told us that having just completed the deal, it
was too early to say.Prior to Topland Portfolio being placed in
administration, negotiations had been taking place with B&NES
Council which sees the site as key to the next stage of the town
centre regeneration. 
Council leader Paul Crossley has made no secret of his
ambition to have a plan in place for the Riverside by the time
the Civic Centre redevelopment is complete (originally
scheduled for next month although no official confirmation of
date has as yet been given.) It is clear that the ongoing situation
with Topland has not only caused further uncertainty for the
retail businesses on Temple Street but thrown the council’s
longer term plans off course.
Last week, a B&NES spokesman told us: “We understand the

administrator has sold the Riverside lease. We will be making
contact with them to understand their plans and to try and
establish a joint approach to redevelopment.”
Meanwhile, one business which was planning to relocate from
the Riverside to the civic centre development has pulled out of
the deal.  The popular Pomegranate cafe and restaurant was
due to occupy units 6 and 7 of the controversially named
Market Walk but the owners have withdrawn their interest and
will be remaining in Temple Street. 
Other than Sainsbury's and Loungers cafe, B&NES Council
was unable to announce the names of any other tenants for the
development at the time of going to press this week.

Keynsham 

Riverside bought by asset management firm
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The Week In on line
Keep up to date with local news as it happens at

www.theweekin.co.uk
Follow us @theweekineditor

Stockwood  

Appeal after fatal crash
Festival expected to be
a sell-out again

Police are appealing for witnesses to a crash in Stockwood last
Thursday in which a motorcyclist died.
It happened at about 8.30pm on Scotland Lane. A 54-year-old
motorcyclist was in collision with a Ford Fiesta and was pronounced
dead at the scene.
The rider of the Kawasaki ZR750 was travelling up Scotland Lane
towards Stockwood Lane and the car was heading down the hill.
The road was closed until about 1am on the Friday while collision
investigators examined the scene and the vehicles were recovered.
Collision investigator PC Ben Sale said: “I would ask anyone who
was in the area at the time or who has any information which could
help our investigation to call 101, quoting reference CI/114/14/3083
“I’d also like to thank the members of the public who tried to help the
injured man before the ambulance arrived.”

The popular Keynsham Rugby Club Beer and Cider Festival returns
to Crown Fields this Saturday 20th September.
Over 20 local ales and ciders will be on offer, including beers from
Box Steam Brewery, Cotswold Spring Brewery and Bristol Beer
Company, as well as a range of different ciders such as Piglets
Choice, Naval Gazer, Cheddar Valley and Black Rat.
Now in its third year, this popular event has sold out every year and
is anticipated to do so again with 800 tickets now on sale costing
just £5. Under-18s go free when accompanied by a paying adult.
In addition to the numerous beverages on sale, Keynsham Rugby
Club’s 1st XV will be in action against Old Bristolians as well as the
Veterans hosting Newport Hospital Old Boys in a charity match in
aid of Trust PA, the charity set up in memory of Keynsham player
Paul-André Blundell, with both fixtures kicking off at 3pm.
The event begins at 2pm and finishes at 11pm. Children are
welcome with plenty to do for all the family including a bouncy
castle, face painting, fairground rides, ice creams and laser clay
shooting, and evening entertainment from local bands.
For more information go to www.krfcbeerandciderfestival.co.uk

The first St George in Bloom awards ceremony will be held next
week.
The awards will be presented by the Deputy Lord Mayor of Bristol
Cllr Faruk Choudhury at the ceremony on Tuesday 23rd September
at Summerhill Methodist Church Hall in Air Balloon Road, starting at
7pm.
Residents, community groups, schools, allotments, shops and
businesses in St George were invited to showcase the area over the
summer by making a colourful display.

St George  

Bloom awards
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Saltford 

Defibrillator 'goes live'
at community hall

‘Dragons’ Den’ success
roars into Keynsham

The defibrillator installed at Saltford Community Hall in
memory of local teenager Jack Boulton went live at the end
of last month.
Jack died after suffering a cardiac arrest while playing football at
the sports club in 2009. It was the wish of his parents June and
Dave to have a defibrillator installed near the club in his memory

and part of the funds raised by the Saltford Santa Dash 2013
have been used to provide and maintain it. 
The defibrillator is at the front of Saltford Community Hall
ensuring that the local community, as well as those both young
and old utilising the sports facilities based around Saltford
Sports Club will have ease of access. Sufficient Santa Dash
proceeds have also been reserved to maintain the state-of-the-
art defibrillator for the next four years. The balance remaining
from the £13,700 raised has been passed to CRY (Cardiac Risk
in the Young).
Saltford Santa Dash 2014 plans are well under way. The event
will take place on Sunday 7th December. For information and
registration visit www.saltfordsantadash.webs.com

Sudoku Solutions
9 2 8 7 6 3 5 4 1
5 7 1 4 9 8 6 3 2
4 6 3 1 2 5 9 8 7
6 9 5 2 8 4 7 1 3
2 1 7 5 3 6 8 9 4
3 8 4 9 7 1 2 5 6
8 3 9 6 1 2 4 7 5
7 4 2 3 5 9 1 6 8
1 5 6 8 4 7 3 2 9

2 6 5 7 9 3 1 4 8
3 1 4 6 2 8 9 7 5
7 9 8 1 5 4 6 3 2
8 3 7 4 1 5 2 9 6
9 4 2 8 3 6 7 5 1
6 5 1 2 7 9 4 8 3
4 2 9 5 8 1 3 6 7
5 7 6 3 4 2 8 1 9
1 8 3 9 6 7 5 2 4
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Crossword Solution
H A M B A B

M U M B L E O L D H A T
N J R L D R

O G L E C O U P L I N G
C U S E A

M Y S T E R Y E D U C E
O Y C L

D U T C H H A M S T E R
T E D S C

T H O R O U G H A F A R
F I C I M R

E U N U C H E X P E C T
L M Y R I H

The duo behind the Razzamataz Theatre School in Yate are
launching in Keynsham and offering a free taster session for
local youngsters.
Entrepreneur Duncan Bannatyne has supported the Razzamatazz
brand since the founder of the dance, drama and singing schools
Denise Hutton-Gosney entered the BBC’s Dragons’ Den show in
2007.
Proud to be ranked in the top five for quality and affordability by The
Stage newspaper, as well as being 2014 finalists in the ‘What’s on
for Juniors’ awards, principals of Razzamataz Bristol North Ross
Brown and James Murden run the theatre school at Yate Leisure
Centre and are starting classes at Broadlands Academy.
They say they take great pride in offering some of the best
opportunities for young people in the Bristol area. 
Ross said: “The feedback that we receive from students is truly
heart-warming. We have had parents say to us that their child has
gone from being so shy that they couldn’t even lift their hand in

class, to being able to recite a poem in front of the whole assembly.
That to us is the most positive part of what we do.”
As well as offering singing, dancing and acting classes on
Saturdays, students at the Yate school have received expert
workshops from West End stars, seen themselves on the biggest
cinema screen in Bristol as they attended their own movie premiere
and many have taken part in filming opportunities for TV and film.
To book your free taster session at either Broadlands Academy or
Yate Leisure Centre call 0800 024 6161 or email
bristolnorth@razzamataz.co.uk
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