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Replacing the ageing gas main in High Street and
Temple Street is taking longer than originally
planned because of additional work required by
B&NES Council in relation to the regeneration
project.
Businesses and residents were advised late last year that
replacement of the 80-year pipes would start in January and
work its way along to Temple Street over a 12-week period. It
has emerged that an application was made subsequently for
the main located at the junction of Bath Hill and Temple Street
to be re-sited.  This is because a traffic island is likely to be built
directly above the main as part of the, as yet unpublished plans
for the road scheme around the new civic centre development. 

The relocation work resulted in three-way temporary traffic
controls and long traffic tailbacks  around the town over two
weeks. No sooner had they been removed last Thursday, a new
three-way light control was imposed at the nearby junction of
Temple Street and Rock Road. These are expected to be
removed on Friday 4th April.

The final stage of the project will see mains replacement further
along Temple Street which will involve two-way traffic controls.
If there is an upside to the disruption, it is that Wales & West
Utilities has been in liaison with Wessex Water so that water

main repairs scheduled for later in the year have been brought
forward to take full advantage of the excavations. It is
anticipated that all work will be concluded by the end of April.
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More traffic woe for Keynsham
as gas main works are extended



South Gloucestershire Council has responded to calls
from local residents and councillors by imposing a
temporary 20mph speed restriction on parts of the road
network around Bitton and Upton Cheyney.
This follows concerns over the increase in traffic using the lanes
as a consequence of the road closure on the A431 Bitton to
Bath road. Matters reached a head last Monday following a
collision between a car and the horse in Marshfield Lane in
which the horse had to be destroyed.
The speed restrictions came into force for three weeks from
Friday 28th March and apply on Brewery Hill, 320 metres north
of the A431 as far as Wick Lane, and on Marshfield Lane as far
as Bath Road, Cold Ashton.
Following last week's incident involving the horse, a group of

more than 50 local residents gathered at the Upton Inn to call
for urgent action to be taken over the increased traffic using the
lanes as a consequence of the closure of the A431 at Kelston. 
Concerns were raised that many motorists were inexperienced
at driving on country lanes. There were also calls for an
increased police presence to deter motorists from driving too
fast.
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20mph speed limit imposed on lanes 

Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington, Cadbury Heath, Compton Dando,
Corston, Downend, Emersons Green, Fishponds, Hanham, Hillfields,
Keynsham, Kingswood, Longwell Green, Mangotsfield, Marksbury, North
Common, Oldland Common, Pucklechurch, Saltford, Staple Hill,
Stockwood,  St George, Warmley, Whitchurch, Wick, Willsbridge.
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The Shadow Health Secretary Andy Burnham met with some of the
Save Cossham Hospital Group campaigners in Kingswood last
Thursday to hear about their on-going battle to secure their
promised Minor Injuries Unit.
Also at the meeting at the Park Centre was Jo McCarron, Labour’s
Parliamentary candidate for Kingswood, Ben Bennett, programme
director at South Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning Group
(CCG), which will be making the decision about whether Cossham
will still get the unit, and the clinical chairman of the CCG Dr
Jonathan Hayes, who is a GP at Hanham Health.
After the meeting Mr Burnham and Jo McCarron were taken on a
private tour of the hospital with Ben Bennett.
Cossham opened in early 2013 after a £19m refurbishment which
includes a renal dialysis unit, X-ray and scanning department,
physio and outpatient appointments and a midwife-led birth centre.
It was kept open following a long fight which had cross-party
support.
But as part of the Bristol Health Services Plan, and confirmed by
the hospital’s business plan in 2009, the local community was
promised a minor injuries unit too. More than a year after Cossham
reopened, that has not yet happened.
The CCG is currently consulting widely on the best way to provide
urgent care services for patients in South Gloucestershire and has
cited evidence which shows that minor injuries services do not
necessarily result in a proportionate reduction in attendances at

A&E departments.
Mr Burnham told the meeting that he felt that when commitments
were made, it was “important to see them through”.
He added:  “It’s great to see people’s passion and the strength of
feeling over ownership of the hospital.”
Meanwhile leading Cossham campaigner Reg Bennett, who was at
the meeting, also visited the hospital last week with other members
of the action group “to thank the dedicated NHS nurses in person”.
He pledged: ”We will fight for our right to have the minor injuries unit
installed here, in this our hospital, promised and agreed in the final
business case 2009.”
The CCG will be holding an “engagement event” at Cleve
Rugby Club in Mangotsfield on the afternoon of 29th April.

Andy Burnham meets Cossham
campaigners

Andy Burnham and Jo McCarron
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More than 100 people attended a public meeting last
Wednesday night to discuss ongoing concerns over
the running of Oldfield School which draws students
from East Bristol and South Gloucestershire as well
as B&NES.
Emotions were highly charged at times at the meeting in All
Saints Centre in Weston which was organised by concerned
parent James Couchman.
Taking questions from the audience was Oldfield’s new chair of

governors Stuart Weatherall, who
said he had been a governor for
three years but was just nine days
into the role of leading the board. He
replaced Julie Cope who stood down
as chair last month, but remains on
the governing body as the vice chair.
Mr Couchman had also invited the

academy’s headteacher Kim Sparling but he said she had
declined. (Two days after the meeting Mr Weatherall
announced that Mrs Sparling had been away from school due
to sickness and that the deputy head Matthew Woodville “will
continue as acting headteacher”).
Wednesday’s meeting began with a round of applause for staff
at the 775-pupil academy in Kelston Road, with Mr Weatherall
rising to his feet to show his support. 
Ofsted visited Oldfield last December to carry out a
safeguarding inspection which was followed by a full inspection.

A partial report was published, expressing concerns about the
relationship between the governors and headteacher. More
than 1,000 people subsequently signed a petition calling for the
Department for Education to make the unpublished full report
public. They have not done so but it has now been widely seen
after being leaked on 7th March on charity Fair Play’s website.
Among those at the meeting were former members of staff at
Oldfield who spoke out about their experiences working there.
One teacher told how she had been “bullied” by Mrs Sparling
and had received no support from the governing body. “That
lady has to leave,” she said, to a round of applause from the
audience. Also attending were several other governors, current
staff, local councillors, parents and pupils. 
The first question Mr Weatherall was asked was whether Mrs 

Public meeting hears that Oldfield governors were ‘lied to on an industrial scale’

Stuart Weatherall
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Sparling’s role was untenable and how could issues be resolved
with her still in place. He replied that he could not comment on
“confidential, internal staff matters”.
However, he was more open when later he was asked what his
response was to the damning unpublished report about the way
the school was run.  He replied: “I am not challenging it.”
He was asked how the same team of governors could remain in
place in the wake of the report. He said: “I can genuinely say I
was not aware of the issues that have been raised... You can
either think I am lying or you accept my word that I am not.”
Guy Dawe, who introduced himself as a parent-governor, told
the meeting that governors had been “lied to and deceived on
an industrial scale”.
A member of the audience told Mr Weatherall that the teaching
union the NUT “dissuades members from going to Oldfield” and
has done so for years. Mr Weatherall responded: “I hope we will
change the view of the NUT.”
Dave Biddlestone, of the B&NES branch of the NUT, was at the
meeting and praised the openness of the governors in recent
weeks. “It’s better than in six years,” he said.
Mr Weatherall urged the school and wider community to “trust
us to put the school back on the straight and level”. He said the
review being carried out by the Education Funding Agency was
likely to be published after Easter.
At the end of the meeting Mr Couchman told Mr Weatherall: “We
wish you all the best with the changes you are going to be
making,” which received a round of applause.

Deborah Blake who
works on the check-
outs at Sainsbury’s in
Emersons Green store
did an ironathon in aid
of Sports Relief. She
ironed for eight hours to
raise money for the
cause.
Meanwhile colleagues from the store made an attempt at a
flash mob also to raise money for Sports Relief.

d to on an industrial scale’ Sport Relief at Sainsbury's



8 The Week in • Thursday 3rd April 2014

Improved street lighting has been installed on a number of
residential roads in south Keynsham following action by the local
councillor Alan Hale.
As part of a money-saving drive by Bath & North East Somerset
Council, new energy efficient street lighting were installed last year
on a number of roads in Keynsham.  
However, following their installation, a number of complaints were
raised by residents of Park Road and Maple Walk over the low level
of lighting in parts of the area.  In Park Road concerns centred over
a stretch of footpath where the illumination from the new lighting
was very low, whilst in Maple Walk a significant area was left in
nearly complete darkness, leading to fears by residents over the
safety of walking along the streets at night.  
Following some negotiation between the council’s street lighting
team and Cllr Hale, it was agreed that new lampposts would be put
in place to address residents’ concerns.

Keynsham 

Victory for residents as
new street lights installed

Keynsham 
St Keyna TG meeting

The Staple Hill-based Milestones Trust and the University of the
West of England have launched a club where vulnerable adults
from the trust undertake creative projects with support from
students.
The six week pilot course is the first joint venture between the
University and the charity, which supports people with learning
disabilities, mental health needs and dementia.

Members of the
Creative Club attend
weekly classes at the
Frenchay campus,
where students have
designed a number
of activities for them
including tie-dyeing
T-shirts, making pin-
hole cameras, trying
screen printing,
making coasters and
doing collagraph
printing. 

Katie Morgan, a photography student, said: “Applying for a
project leader role at the Club was one of the best decisions I
have made. To see Milestones Trust service users enjoy the
activities has been rewarding. I feel as if we are making a
difference.”

Charity and university
launch Creative Club 

The speaker at the next meeting of St Keyna Townswomen’s Guild
on Tuesday 8th April will be Debbie Keeling and the subject is Bath
Rapeseed Harvest. All new members and visitors will be made very
welcome and they will hear about the various sub-groups who meet
outside of the normal monthly get-together. The Guild meets on the
second Tuesday of each month at the Fear Hall between 9.45 and
11.45 am. 



Plans to install traffic lights at the Wraxall Road roundabout
on the ring road were ultimately dropped last week  - a move
that has sparked a fierce row between local politicians.
South Gloucestershire Council’s Planning, Transportation and
Strategic Environment Committee last week voted not to go
ahead with the plans even though £600,000 had already been
allocated towards the scheme. There had been a long-standing
plan to install traffic lights on the roundabout. 
It can be difficult to join the ring road especially at rush hour
because it is so busy and long queues can build up on Wraxall
Road and Tower Lane. Conservative councillors for the Parkwall
ward, Nick Barrett and Tony Olpin, said in a joint statement: “On
behalf of the residents living on both sides of the notorious A4174
Wraxall Road roundabout, we are incredibly disappointed that,
despite being promised to local people, Labour and Lib Dem
councillors have voted to scrap the traffic signals and extra lanes
and betray the local community in this way.
“This is an astonishing turn of events coming exactly a week after
additional funding for a comprehensive scheme had been
unanimously approved at a full council meeting. Local people are
right to ask what dirty deal has been done for Labour and Lib Dem
councillors to flip flop on such an important local road safety issue
in such a short space of time.”
But Andy Perkins (Woodstock), the Labour Group leader on South
Gloucestershire Council, hit back at what he called the
Conservatives’ “stunt”. He said that although the idea of traffic
lights had been scrapped, £100,000 would instead be spent on a
scheme aimed at slowing ring road traffic as it approached the
roundabout, which should make it easier for vehicles coming from
Tower Lane and Wraxall Road to join the A4174.
He said that council officers had been concerned as computer
modelling had shown that traffic lights might make the problem of

queuing on Wraxall Road and Tower Lane worse.
Cllr Perkins said that although all councillors had agreed to
budget £600,000 towards the lights, it had since transpired that a
further £800,000 would have been needed in next year’s budget
for the scheme to go ahead – a total of £1.4m. He also said that
council officers were expecting next year’s transport related
Government grant to be sliced from £2m to £1m.
Cllr Perkins said that had the £600,000 for traffic lights been
approved there would not have been the money available for
other road safety schemes including the one for Tenniscourt Road
in Kingswood which local Conservative MP has been
campaigning for. The road is used as a rat run and a pupil was
recently knocked down on the zebra crossing outside King’s Oak
Academy.  With a new primary school being planned there too, Mr
Skidmore chaired a public meeting last Friday at the Made
Forever Youth Club. He told The Week In: "The issue of road
safety on Tenniscourt Road will be paramount when the new
primary school is built and opens in September 2015. I welcome
the new proposals for a weight and speed limit, together with
speed humps and a new mini-roundabout.
“However, it was clear from the meeting I organised that residents
would like humps all the way up the road. But this is a much-
needed start to making Tenniscourt Road safer." 
He said the council would shortly be starting a consultation to
discuss the plans further.  
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard
4 9 1 5 3

6 3 1
8 6 5 2 9

3 7 8 6 2
6 1 7 9 8
5 8 4
7 9 2

4 9 1 7
5 4

1 9
9 7 5

8 2 7
4 7

2 9
6 5

8 3
6 7 5

1 9 2

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND 

Sunday 6th April

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Row over decision to pull the plug
on traffic lights



A thank you letter
Dear Sir,
My brave husband Andy Walter sadly died
on February 17th, 11 months after being
diagnosed with brain cancer.
As typical of him, he fought to the very end,
like the warrior he was.
I, and on Andy's behalf, would like to say a
massive THANK YOU to all our friends on

Park Road, Dunster Road and beyond for
your kind words, thoughts, hugs, cards,
flowers, cakes, hot meals, lifts to and from
hospital, care home, doctors, vets,
supermarkets etc, and generous donations
to Brain Tumour Research UK.
A special thanks to Dr Peach, nurses, and
staff at Temple Health Practice and staff at
Lloyds chemist next door, to Care South
staff, staff at Bloomfield Care Centre in
Paulton, Jane Stephens, holistic therapist in
Paulton, to the Hospice at Home nurses at
Dorothy House, the lymphoedema nurses at
Dorothy House, Michael, volunteer
companion at Dorothy House, Stuart and
staff at Charlton Park Dental Practice, Cath
and colleagues from Continuing Health
Care.

We would not have got through this without
your continued support and care.
My thanks also extends to Keynsham Cabs,
Kingswood Cabs, Lynn at Boots the
Chemist, the girls at Polkadot, the girls and
boys at The Entertainer, the girls at Norville
Opticians and Maria and staff at Cafe Creme
To Mr Fox for keeping my bushes trimmed
(Andy would be proud) and to Rev Andrew
Judge and staff at Haycombe Crematorium.
To Michelle, Sarah and Helen at LJ Guyans
- wow! What a send-off you gave Andy.
To Jane and staff at The Manor House for a
fabulous celebration party. And to Andy
Kendall and the 56 or so Harley bikers.... I
was truly humbled.
Thank you.
Lynn Walter, Keynsham.

No 4 bus is needed
Dear Sir,
We all know that the opening of the new
NHS Hospital at Southmead is imminent
which is to be welcomed.  
First Bus have decided that as Frenchay
Hospital is to be closed, there will no longer
be any demand for a bus service so as from
1st April the No 4 bus from central Bristol to
Frenchay is to cease operating.  
There is a large population of residents at
Frenchay including a sizeable amount of
social housing. How will people travel to
work each day? Many families do not have
the luxury of a car these days.  The only bus
will be a country bus from the bus station,
run hourly, it will not stop at ‘regular’ bus
stops along their route to pick up
passengers.
From a personal point of view, my mother-in-
law, who is nearly 94 years old, relies on her
sister for daily help.  My aunt, who is nearly
80 years old, lives in St Judes. They are both
distraught and have no idea how they will
manage from 1st April. A taxi is out of their
financial means. 
Surely First Bus cannot be willing to leave a
residential area of Bristol completely
stranded?  Would it not be possible to run a
smaller bus along the route, at least for a

limited period, to see if at may be viable for
the future?
Catherine Heath by email

A First West of England spokesperson told
us:  "We understand that some people are
concerned by the changes being made to
services from April, however, on the whole
the changes are positive, creating new
connections for many people in and around
Bristol.  
“There will be ways of travelling from
Frenchay to the city centre. Links between
Frenchay and Southmead Hospital, have
also been put in place. 
"The changes take effect from 13th April.
The new timetables for the new services -
each including individual route maps - are
available on our website already (under
journey planning / timetable booklets) and
can also be picked up from our travel shops
in the region."

Ofsted’s ignorance
Dear Sir,
I am sorry to see Adrienne Hughes' letter last
week in response to the news of her school's
Ofsted report. 
In her second paragraph she unwittingly
(perhaps) agrees that her staff contains a
number of less than good teachers and that
assessment in the school has not been up to
scratch.
Her outline of the exciting projects and
activities that children at the school are
involved in is impressive - but she should
know very well that such aspects of school
life carry very little weight with Ofsted, and
are not an effective way of papering over the
cracks in tables of pupil progress, attainment
in the key subjects and devastatingly low
staff morale.
It is a shame that headteachers have failed
totally to use their power, individually and
collectively, to combat the mechanistic abyss
of learning that Ofsted, in its ignorance, has
created; and instead continue to kow-tow, in
this way, to a travesty of education.
Ric Davison 
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Andy Walter



Keynsham station a better
option
Dear Editor,
Reg Williams’ letter in Issue no. 313
prompted me to write again about the
proposed Saltford Railway Station. 
Development of Keynsham Station for the
benefit of the whole of The Week in area
would be the most effective and economic
solution. The opportunity should have been
taken to obtain some of the Cadbury land
opposite Keynsham Station to provide an
adequate car park. Is it too late? I realise that
a pedestrian crossing would be needed and
suggest that the existing crossing by the
church could be moved nearer to the station
and perhaps fitted with traffic lights.
It should be possible to arrange for local
buses serving the Keynsham and Saltford
area to call at Keynsham Station at
appropriate intervals, becoming more
frequent when the Bristol Metro gives
Keynsham a half-hourly interval service.
I would be pleased to discuss my views with
interested parties and can be contacted on
0117 932 2408 or email
dttiley@btinternet.com
David Tiley
Longwell Green

Keynsham people chose
the gold cladding
Dear Sir,
Recently there have been some who have
expressed disenchantment with the cladding
that has gone up on the Keynsham town
centre, claiming that nobody was asked. In
fact, this is far from true. 
A group were invited to become a focus
panel for the entirety of the development,
and met many times over the past few years,
starting on 25th November 2010, with at
least four long and detailed meetings in 2011
alone. 
Many representatives were invited to take

part, from the various civic groups and
societies that represent Keynsham,
including the chairperson of PACT, young
people, churches, and organisation
representing the needs of disabled people,
councillors and community groups from the
area.  
Opinions were sought through this and on
one occasion, over 50 people were in
attendance. Some who were invited did not
attend, but it is not the case that consultation
was not robust, or that people were not
invited to share their views.
Public displays of materials were made in
the old structure before demolition, as well
as models of the new development
proposals. Invitations to attend the displays
and votes were made in local press and I
believe even leafleting happened at one
stage, as I received a note about the
displays.
The material for the cladding was chosen
after careful consideration out of an array of
choices which were limited by the
professional architect to realistic choices. It
is tied to the history of Keynsham brass and
will 'brass over' with ageing, we are told. So
it will not always remain as brightly gold as it
is today. 
Part of the mandate for the building was that
it would act as a focal point for the High St
and an entrance to Temple Street, it isn't
meant to blend in with the grey surrounding
it.
The choice was made by the focus group
representing Keynsham, not by outsiders or
builders.  People were consulted and the
choices explained with examples given to
look at and even to touch and feel.  The
brass cladding we have now will act very
similarly to the Colston Hall cladding. After
careful thought on this matter, the choice
was made.  No matter what cladding or
walling were chosen, you cannot please
everyone and some would always love and
others hate it. 
But please do not think that local people
were not consulted - they were. We were
even consulted last year on what materials
to use and whether or not to have vertical or

horizontal cladding beside the brass
cladding on the 'gold box' building which is
the people's place, the replacement for the
library but so much more this time. So it
really is our place, people were consulted
and what's really important is what's going to
happen inside the new development
buildings and around them, not what they
are made out of.  I am excited by the new
breath of life this will bring Keynsham and
look forward to seeing the doors open in
August.
Mrs George Morgan
Chairperson, Keynsham PACT
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Letters

The Week In is independent of any political or

commercial interest.   We aim to produce a

balanced and accurate view of local news and

welcome comments from our readers. 

Normally, we will publish letters in full but reserve

the right to shorten or clarify the contents or to

refuse publication. Please try to keep letters

under 300 words and supply your full name and

address for reasons of authentication.  Only the

name and district where you live will be

reproduced.  Anonymity is possible under certain

circumstances. 

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,

e-mail and should arrive at our offices no

later than 5.30pm on the Monday of each

week.  E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

Write to us
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Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11 12

13 14

15 16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Across

To pronounce formally (7)1
A two footed animal (5)5
Medical name for the navel (9)8
Fish eggs (3)9
The muse of poetry in Greek mythology 
(5)

10

Not listened to (7)12
Window fitting (8,5)13
Rhythmic heart beat (7)15
Famous old boys comic (5)17
Snake like fish (3)19
Suspect something is wrong (5,1,3)20
Deep gorge or chasm (5)22
Tragic ocean liner (7)23

Down

Entertain (5)1
Employment (3)2
Give in small portions (4,3)3
Support (13)4
Established maker of electrical appliances 
(5)

5

For each individual person (3,6)6
Feared (7)7
A target for insults taken from an old 
fairground game (4,5)

11

Soft internal organs of the body (7)13
A miniature book (7)14
Desert watering hole (5)16
Relating to the eye (5)18
Move swiftly (3)21

ACROSS
1 To pronounce formally (7)
5 A two footed animal (5)
8 Medical name for the navel (9)
9 Fish eggs (3)
10 The muse of poetry in Greek mythology (5)
12 Not listened to (7)
13 Window fitting (8,5)
15 Rhythmic heart beat (7)
17 Famous old boys comic (5)
19 Snake like fish (3)
20 Suspect something is wrong (5,1,3)
22 Deep gorge or chasm (5)
23 Tragic ocean liner (7)

DOWN
1 Entertain (5)
2 Employment (3)
3 Give in small portions (4,3)
4 Support (13)
5 Established maker of electrical appliances (5)
6 For each individual person (3,6)
7 Feared (7)
11A target for insults taken from an old

fairground game (4,5)
13 Soft internal organs of the body (7)
14 A miniature book (7)
16 Desert watering hole (5)
18 Relating to the eye (5)
21 Move swiftly (3)

St George 

Latest twist in Crews Hole and Beaufort Road saga
Formal consultation began on Monday on
a traffic calming scheme in Crews Hole
after the controversial proposed one-way
system for the Conham Road section was
put on hold.
But proposals for parts of Beaufort Road in
St George to be made one-way, which
have also proved contentious, will start in
May. 
The one-way scheme for Crews Hole will
not be progressed as the Temple Quarter
Enterprise Zone Board has decided to
allocate the £200,000 set aside for this
section to other works nearer to the zone,
it was announced last week.
However, the city council is going ahead
with plans for speed tables and speed
cushions in the vicinity of the junction of
Crews Hole Road with Butlers Close,
where the road passes through a double
bend. Consultation ends on 22nd April and
work is expected to start in June.
The city council says there have been a
number of accidents at this location in
recent years and excessive speed is
judged to have been the key contributory
factor. The proposed road humps will

encourage motorists to reduce their speed
as they enter the double bend and go
slower through it. 
The scheme is being funded from Section
106 money allocated by the St George
Neighbourhood Committee. 
Meanwhile at a packed City Hall last
Tuesday for Mayor of Bristol George
Ferguson’s Question Time, he was
challenged by St George Action Group
(SNAG) campaigner Freja Shamanka.
SNAG has been fighting the Crews Hole
one-way scheme and the one for Beaufort
Road.
Campaigners have been trying to get a
response from Mr Ferguson about the
“unclear intentions” of traffic proposals for
the area and are still waiting for a reply to
the Freedom of Information request lodged
with the Mayor’s office on 18th November.
During the meeting the Mayor commented
that “Crews Hole is a tricky road” but was
also somewhat confused about where it
was,  admitting that he thought it was
somewhere between St George and
Stapleton. 
Mr Ferguson publicly agreed to meet up

with the campaigners, which was the
outcome they were looking for. 
However, there was disappointment
among the campaigners this week that the
Beaufort Road scheme will go ahead as
they fear it will cause major problems.
Objectors say the scheme, which involves
one-way plugs at various points, will force
people to use the already heavily
congested Church Road and Troopers Hill. 
They say it will not solve any of the
problems  raised by residents but will
cause additional problems of congestion
and pollution and serious access issues for
many people.

Mayor George Ferguson's Question Time
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Willsbridge 

Tree row
When residents have disputes with their neighbours over
hedges, trees of pathways, the usual advice from the
council is to try to resolve the situation through dialogue.
So what do you do when the 'neighbour' is the council and
they say they're not interested?
That seems to be the situation in Pines Road where some
properties have been suffering in recent years from the
proximity of four beech trees. The trees are on land owned by
South Gloucestershire Council and even in winter they tower
over the houses.  

When they are in full leaf during summer, they block the daylight
and during high winds, residents are increasingly fearful that
they could fall in their direction. 

One resident, Chris Wilson, moved there in 2012 and has been
in regular touch with the parish council and South

Gloucestershire Council about the trees ever since. While the
hedge directly in front of his lounge window was attended to
and coppicing carried out on one tree last year, residents have
been left, not only in fear for their properties but having to clear
up the leaves which fall each autumn.

This extends to the public footpath alongside the houses which,
according to Mr Wilson, is no longer looked after by the council.
"During winter, I seem to fill my green bin up with leaves from
these trees which cover the path and the common areas. They
are not my trees, not my leaves but now I even have to pay
South Gloucestershire Council £36 for the bin I put them in," he
told us. 

The Week In has also been shown a trail of emails between Mr
Wilson and South Gloucestershire Council, many of which
appear to have gone unanswered. He has also been in contact
with his ward councillor, Erica Williams.

When we asked South Gloucestershire Council to investigate,
they told us their tree officer was happy to meet to discuss the
situation but Mr Wilson's response was: "He does not reply to

my emails and avoids making any commitment to meeting me
on site to discuss the hedge."

The council also told us: "Last year, our tree officer arranged for
the end tree on Pines Road to be reduced by approximately 30
per cent. Beech trees do not tolerate pruning very well and this
is generally accepted as the maximum amount of reduction this
species will successfully
respond to. 

"Our tree officer has
issued an instruction for
the remainder of the tall
beech trees to be
reduced in line with the
tree pruned last year and
the work will be carried
out in the new financial
year." 

Although the council
claimed that all leaves
had already been cleared
from the site, the picture
(left) was taken on 18th March and shows the extent of the
problem which still exists, partly because Mr Wilson has now
gone on strike!

"I've been advised that I could be liable if someone slips on the
moss underneath the leaves and it became apparent I had
moved them. I've just paid the council for their green bin but
from now on it will be just my garden waste that goes in it."

Leaves - taken on 18 March

The beech trees in winter......

And summer......



We've a proud record of helping people in need, whether
on the other side of the world following a disaster, or more
recently, the victims of the floods on the Somerset Levels.
Now, several of the businesses affected by the closure of the
A431 at Kelston  could really do with your help so we've put
together a few ideas for you to enjoy a couple of hours, a day
or even longer in Bitton, Swineford, Kelston, Upton Cheyney

and the Golden Valley.  
Thirty-five members from
Weston All Saints did just
that at the weekend. Robert
Groezinger, from the
congregation, organised the
walk to the Old Crown at
Kelston on Saturday via
Kelston Round Hill where the
Rev Simon Flint performed a
‘Sermon on the Mount’
before they all walked on for
lunch in the pub’s beer
garden before heading back
home.
None of the businesses
listed on these pages have
been asked to pay for their
adverts, the space has been
donated by us.

A few facts before
you start out

Warning signs are posted on
the A431 at the Cherry
Garden roundabout primarily
to alert heavy goods vehicles
at this point. The road
closure itself is several miles
further east, on the Bath side
of Kelston.
There is a free shuttle bus –
the 619 - running every half
hour between the Old Crown
car park at Kelston and
Willsbridge.

The lanes around Upton Cheyney and Beach have seen a
dramatic rise in traffic heading to and from Bath but this is
concentrated during morning and evening rush hour, not so
much during the increasingly light evenings and weekends.
Take it steady as horses and pedestrians use the lanes.  A 20
mph speed limit is now in force around Upton Cheyney.

Some great local walks
Avon Valley Railway to Swineford
After a visit to the heritage steam railway at Bitton, why not
follow the Bath & Bristol Railway Path as far as the River Avon?
Come off and follow the river bank along to the Swan at
Swineford.  Suitably refreshed, you can return to Bitton Station
along the (quiet) and flat A431. Turn left into Church Road on
your way back to visit the beautiful 1,000-year-old St Mary’s
Church.

Swineford to Upton Cheyney
Park at the picnic site behind the Swan pub at Swineford.
Follow the footpath up to Upton Cheyney, by which time you will
be ready for a drink. Returning to the Swan you may feel like
another one.

Bitton to Upton Cheyney
You can join the footpath just off Golden Valley Lane. It's a
slightly gentler climb than from Swineford but you still end up at
the Upton.  Once back in Bitton, the White Hart and its large
beer garden is waiting.

Around Kelston
At the west end of the village, two footpaths lead down to the
River Avon.  One crosses the cycle track and emerges opposite
the Shallows at Saltford, the other (more to the west), comes
out opposite the Jolly Sailor.  
For the more adventurous, it’s
a bit of a steep climb but you
can also join the Cotswold
Way, Kelston Round Hill and
Bath Racecourse. If it's all too
much for one day, why not
enjoy a quiet night in one of the
Old Crown's delightful
bedrooms and an evening
meal in the pub?
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Still open for business



Places to visit 
Bitton
Both the friendly local garages in Bitton – Central Garage and
Bitton Motor Company – are running money-off deals on MoTs
to attract new customers as passing trade has fallen off.
127 Hair & Beauty is running a special offer for new customers
- £25 for a cut and blow dry and £15 for Bio Sculpture nails.
The village shop in Bitton, LF Jones, stocks a good range of
day-to-day items and has an in-store bakery selling freshly
made pastries and baguettes.
And enjoy a wander around Fonthill Garden Centre which has
a coffee shop serving hot lunches and home-made cakes and
pastries as well as drinks.
The White Hart pub has a big beer garden and live music at
weekends. 

Swineford
Recently refurbished, the Swan is a family friendly pub stocking
Bath Ales and serves food every day from noon.
Sitting beneath the hills that run up to Lansdown, the pub has a
large beer garden, including a children’s play area.
Also enjoying the beautiful location at the foot of the hills is a
new business - Leaping Lambs Nursery. The nursery, based in
what was the old Tin Chapel on Bath Road, is open from 7am
until 6pm and parents and children alike love the huge enclosed
garden with its spectacular views.

Upton Cheyney
The Upton Inn is a traditional country pub dating back to the
16th century. Readers of The Week In can enjoy 15% off meals

on a Friday or Saturday night (for tables of four-plus).
The menu includes produce from Manor Farm in the village.
The farm shop, open on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, is the
winner of the Bristol Good Food Farm Shop of the Year. There’s
a café here too and the farm is also home to the famous Upton
Cheyney Chilli Company where you can visit the polytunnels.
You can also camp on the farm.. 

Kelston
The Old Crown is running a Monday to Friday lunchtime deal
where one course costs £5.95, two courses £6.95 and three
courses £7.95. There are
three bedrooms at the 17th
century coaching inn and a
special Sunday night deal is
running during April and May. 

Kelston is also home to a
hotel for cats! They can stay
in chalets at The Top Cat
Hotel at the Old School
House.
The award-winning Bath Soft
Cheese Company is also
based in Kelston.  All the
cheese is made at Park
Farm with milk from the cows
that graze there.
Another traditional industry
in the village is Kelston
Forge in Blacksmith’s Lane.
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Walkers from Weston All Saints Church at Kelston last weekend
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Brownies from 3rd Saltford, 7th and 4th Keynsham troops took
part in a mass sleepover at Wookey Hole Caves.
They joined 180 girls from across North Somerset to celebrate
the Big Brownie Birthday. The girls enjoyed a tour of the caves,

led by the Witch of Wookey, completed their circus skills badge
and had the opportunity to explore the play barn, Victorian
arcade and maze of mirrors. 

Brownies’ sleepover
at Wookey Hole Keynsham barber shop The Lounge ran a cutting bonanza and

donated all their day’s takings to charity.
The Lounge joined
forces with Time Out
Keynsham and
Kingswood charity Hop,
Skip & Jump South
West to raise much
needed funds to help
improve the lives of
local children and
teenagers.
The Lounge team
worked non-stop from 8am to 5pm offering their barbering skills
to as many local residents as they could, all for a charitable
donation of £5.  
At the end of the event, over £700 was raised – a result which
was greatly received by both charities.  
Pictured handing over the cheques are Kelly Small, salon
director and Matt Abreu, assistant manager, with
representatives of both charities and the main Lounge raffle
prize winner.

Keynsham 

A cut above for charities

Situations Vacant

Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In
is an effective and low cost
option. Call Tracy or Jodie
on 0117 986 0381.  Deadline
for Situations Vacant advert
bookings is 4.00pm on the
FRIDAY preceding
publication.
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The Sir Bernard Lovell School, judged outstanding just three
years ago, has been rated inadequate following its latest
Ofsted inspection.
The school said it was “shocked” by the judgement, which follows
a fall in GCSE results last summer. 
Nationally 60.6 per cent of students achieve five or more GCSEs
at A* to C, including English and maths. Only 49 per cent of SBL
students achieved that – lower than the nearby Grange School
which was deemed inadequate after an Ofsted report last spring
and is set to close.
The news will be a blow in particular to the 60-plus parents who
moved their children from there to SBL.
The report rates achievement of students, the quality of teaching
and leadership and management as all being a 4 – the lowest
grade. Behaviour and safety of pupils is rated 3 – requiring
improvement.
Ofsted said achievement in GCSE exams was inadequate in
2012 and 2013, particularly in English, maths, science and the
school’s specialism, modern foreign languages. Boys’
achievement was consistently lower than girls, the sixth form was
inadequate, the quality of teaching in maths and science not good
enough, and marking inconsistent.  They said pupil premium
funding had not been used effectively and called for an external
review of governance.
The 1,173-pupil school will get regular visits from Ofsted to check
it is improving. Meanwhile the school was this week holding
parents’ evenings to explain its recovery plan and answer
questions. SBL had consistently been graded good or outstanding
since 1997 and says it is determined to bring about “rapid
improvements” to regain a high rating. It had already taken steps
to improve - in December the headteacher and chair of governors
wrote to parents acknowledging standards needed to be raised
and action was being taken.
In a letter to parents last week, executive head David Turrell said
many would not recognise the school described by Ofsted:
“Although there are several aspects of our provision for students
which need to be improved, we were shocked by the severity of

the report, and by the
seeming lack of
consideration of all that
makes SBL a place where
our students are happy and
feel safe and make good
progress in many subjects.
“We believe this to be a one-year problem. Until 2013, our 5A*-C
results were rising faster than the national average.”
He was confident results would improve this summer in maths
and science.
Mr Turrell said inspectors had failed to take account of the
£721,000 cut to the school’s budget between 2011 and 2013.
“This was probably the largest single reduction of any school in
the South West and led to the loss of 14 teachers. It was
compounded in early autumn 2013 when 68 additional students
joined SBL after plans were announced to consult on the closure
of the neighbouring Grange, meaning extra temporary staff had to
be appointed, although no extra funding was received.”
The measures SBL has taken and intends to take to ensure fast
improvement in standards include increased monitoring and
intervention, use of specialist consultants in English, maths and
science, the appointment of a new head of science and the
appointment of an Ofsted inspector as deputy head, responsible
for quality and standards.
Chair of governors Dianne Francombe said: “The school is a
strong school with many high quality staff. We are all determined
to recover from this setback.”
The inspectors also highlighted the school’s strengths - good
curriculum developments, good achievement and teaching in
humanities subjects and the performing arts and good alternative
provision. Behaviour was said to be generally good, bullying rare
and staff-student relationships good.

Oldland Common 

Sir Bernard Lovell School plummets
from outstanding to special measures
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OUT & ABOUT
Your guide to eating, drinking and entertainment in April

Last audience with
Horace Batchelor

Line-up announced
for Hit the Deck 2014

TV actor Roland Oliver will making one final appearance in
Keynsham with "An Audience with Horace Batchelor" next weekend

before the show moves to the
Salisbury Playhouse. 
The play, written by local boy
Kevin Cattell, is at the Fear Hall
on Saturday 12th April with
curtain up at 7.30pm. Tickets are
£10 and are available in advance
from The Week In office in
Keynsham (0117 986 0381) or on
the door.

Long Island band Brand New will headline the 2014 Hit the Deck
Festivals in Bristol and Nottingham on 19th and 20th April
respectively. More US bands are also lined up for the indoor festival
including New Jersey legends Saves the Day, Texan metalcore

quintet Memphis May Fire
and Arizonan pop-rockers
The Summer Set.  Support
acts include Brutality Will
Prevail, Ghouls, Gnarwolves,
Hands Like Houses, More
Than Life, Nai Harvest, Palm
Reader, Rat Attack, Verses,
William Beckett and The
Word Alive.
The festivals’ return as a twin
city event once again, follows

a successful first year in Bristol last year. Various venues around the
city are featured on Friday 19th April including the O2 Academy,
Thekla, Fleece and Exchange. For tickets visit 
www.alt-tickets.co.uk or call 0844 871 8819
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d entertainment in April

Charity concert for
African school

Easter fun

There will be a concert at Christ Church in Hanham on 12th April at
7.30pm.  
A Cappella group Black Sheep Harmony is staging the charity event
in aid of The King’s International School in Burundi in Africa. 
Other entertainers taking part will be The SongSmiths, Barry Walsh,
and a ukulele ensemble called PILL.  Also a mixed quartet with choir
master David Proud singing bass is hoping to attract local
barbershop fans.  
Tickets cost £10 and for under 16s it’s free.  For more information
contact Mary Williams on  0795 417 9532.

A fun day will take place on Easter Sunday at Willsbridge Mill
between noon and 4pm.
The event will raise money for Cancer Research.

LQ
LQ
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Kingswood 

‘Another irreplaceable piece of
English heritage’ being killed off

Chance for Keynsham
residents to ‘shape history’
Local people are being invited to
have their say about what names
Bath & North East Somerset Council
should consider for the new
buildings that are part of Keynsham
town centre’s regeneration.
The £34 million regeneration site is due
to open this autumn and the council
wants to involve Keynsham residents in
shortlisting possible names for
buildings. No decisions have been
taken on whether the whole site should
have a name or whether individual
names should be adopted for the different
facilities, such as the library and One Stop
Shop.
Cllr David Bellotti, Cabinet Member for
Community Resources, said: “This is a chance
for Keynsham residents to shape history and
have their say on a major decision that Bath &
North East Somerset Council must make”.
People can submit their views on whether
there should be a single name for the overall

site, including the retail units, library/ one stop
shop and council offices, or names for
individual buildings, and what those name/s
should be.
Online consultation is from tomorrow (Friday
4th April) at www.bathnes.gov.uk/
keynshamregen or write to the council at
Keynsham Civic Building Name, Floor 1
Guildhall, High Street, Bath, BA1 5AW 
People have until Tuesday 22nd Aprill to
submit their ideas.

Pub campaigners have reacted with
anger to the news that the Chequers
pub in Lodge Road in Kingswood
looks set to be turned into a Tesco.
The one-time popular pub has been
closed for several years and now owner
Enterprise Inns, which has advertised the
lease unsuccessfully, has exchanged
contracts with the supermarket chain. Up
to 20 jobs are expected to be created.
Bristol Pints, a new blog set up to cover all
things to do with the pub scene in and
around Bristol, says that “another
irreplaceable piece of English heritage” is
being killed off and legislation is needed
to protect such pubs.
The article says that Enterprise have a
track record of selling off pubs to Tesco,
highlighting the Foresters in Westbury-on-
Trym and Friendship in Knowle, as well as
in other parts of the country, and that
other pub chains are doing the same

which has resulted in the loss of pubs
including the Bell in St George (now a
Tesco) and the Lord Rodney in
Kingswood, now a Co-op.
It adds: “Today conversion of a pub to a
supermarket doesn’t need planning
permission. You only need planning
permission for structural changes,
signage, adding cashpoint machines etc.
“It is up to us, the people, to ensure that
our elected governments take
responsibility for the greater good (that’s
their job, after all, to balance the needs of
commerce with the needs of society). We
need legislation that makes sure pubs
have to be genuinely given a fair chance
to thrive, not just a bit of lip-service prior
to a pre-agreed sale and conversion.
“So, if you care about the systematic and
economically unnecessary devastation of
the British pub industry, what can you do?
Firstly, if your local is under threat, join the

campaign to save it. Try and have the pub
registered as an Asset of Community
Value, sign petitions, object to planning
applications, let your voice be heard.
“It isn’t futile, pubs ARE being saved, or
bought by local community collectives, or
protected from change by successful
planning challenges. Not enough pubs,
granted, but it is possible.
“Visit The Pub Scandal petition and sign
it. Let’s force Government to take this stuff
seriously before we end up with no pubs
left.”

Kingswood 

Fire in
Two Mile
Hill Road
Firefighters were called out
to Two Mile Hill Road when
members of the public
reported smoke coming
from a building used as a
storage unit last Tuesday,
25th March.
Two crews from Speedwell
Fire Station attended and at
the scene found smoke
coming from under a roller
shutter of the single-storey
building. 
They forced entry and
extinguished the small fire.
The blaze is believed to
have started in a metal
dustbin used to burn papers
the previous day. During the
night the fire had reignited,
causing smoke to the fill the
storage unit.
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Keynsham 

St Keyna ‘Shakeathon’
theatre workshop
Year 5 children at St Keyna Primary
School were recently selected
to take part in a ‘Shakeathon’
programme organised by the Egg
theatre in Bath. 
Along with children from Batheaston
Primary, the class enjoyed several
workshops led by Egg staff
culminating in a performance of
Macbeth at the theatre last month.  
Teacher Breda Leese said:“It has
been a hugely exciting and rewarding
experience for all the children.
Learning words that were written over
400 years ago is an enormous
undertaking, but they approached the
challenge with such energy and enthusiasm.
We’d like to thank the Egg staff for all their
support and also to parents for their help in
organising costumes and learning lines.”  
Headteacher Adrienne Hughes paid tribute to

all the performers and staff: “The children
have worked incredibly well together
supporting each other to learn lines and
perform confidently. I’m sure I wasn’t alone in
finishing the evening with a little tear in my eye
to see how they have developed over the
months that they have been rehearsing.”

Keynsham 
New season at
Avon Valley
Adventure &
Wildlife Park
Avon Valley Adventure and
Wildlife Park is celebrating its
25th birthday with the
opening of its new entrance,
gift shop, reception, office
and first aid room, plus a
complete refurbishment of
the cafes.
The new facilities will be
opened tomorrow (Friday 4th
April) at noon by local
councillor Bryan Organ. 
New attractions at the park
will include pig racing every
day at 12.30pm, with prizes
for the children that pick the
winning pig, plus a bug hunt.
Meanwhile the park has
submitted a pre-planning
application to B&NES
Council for an early learning
aquatic centre including a
water ecology park and an
ottery
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Building Services Building Services

Directory & What’s On

Car Services

G D MEEK
Your local builder
Structural alterations
Property maintenance
Partitions
Carpentry
Insurance work
Garden walls

T: 0117 932 5706
M: 07770 303807

CarpentryAdditional Income

Appliance Repairs

DEADLINE FOR PLACING DIRECTORY ADVERTS 
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Blinds

Carpet Fitters

Carpet Cleaning
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Directory & What’s On
Car Services Clock Repairs

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Computers / IT

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym. T:
0117 986 1000.

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Dance Lessons Electrical

Electrical

Events

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Driveways

Furniture Makers

Caravan Repairs

Secure Storage
Take your vehicle to a safe place

Motorhomes
Caravans

Classic Cars
Undercover & Outside hardstanding

with CCTV Monitoring & Warden
Controlled Access

KEYNSHAM, BRISTOL

07789 528 540
call today for more information Garden Services
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Garden ServicesGarden Services

Joinery

Logs

Directory & What’s On

Painting
& Decorating

Home
Improvements

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com

B. D. PITT. 
Grass cutting and garden
maintenance. 07761 503239

Holidays Mobility Services

Pallets

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Home Maintenance

Hypnotherapy
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Directory & What’s On
Painting

& Decorating

Pest Control

Pawn Brokers

Plastering

Plastering Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Pet Services

Plumbers

Plumbers
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Directory & What’s On

Waste Disposal

TV & Aerials

Taxis

Therapies

Stair Repairs

Podiatry

Plumbers Venue Hire

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

Window Cleaners

Waste Disposal

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Book a series of
adverts and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat for one week.

Look how much better value it
becomes for a longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50
8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00
26 weeks - £11.00
52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK
All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along as
all your dates are confirmed

with the order.

Similar discounts also apply to
our larger 7cm boxes.
Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks
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Planning Applications  
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St George 

Warning to anglers
over closed season

News at it happens

Police are reminding fishermen that they can’t fish at St George
Park until June which is when the closed season ends.
A new fishing permit scheme was implemented by Bristol City
Council at both Eastville Park and St George Park on 1st March
for a trial period of a year. The permit scheme is aimed at
protecting wildlife and making fishing more pleasurable and
sustainable. But from 15th March until 15th June no fishing is
allowed in the parks, even for anglers with permits.

The Friends of St George Park have reported a flouting of the
park rules to the police. On the afternoon of Sunday 23rd March
fishing lines were set up in the lake near the children’s play area
and a tent was pitched nearby.
There has been concern locally about whether fishing should be
allowed in the park at all as local wildlife, including cygnets,
have been injured by swallowing discarded tackle.

While the appetite to read the news in The Week In
continues to grow, so too does the demand for our online
version. 
Just over a year ago we had a bit of an overhaul to
www.theweekin.co.uk to be able to report local news and
events as they happened.  From an average visitor total of
around a 100 a day back then, it is over four times that
figure today while some big news stories have generated as
many as 5,000 in one day.
Timing is constantly one of the frustrations of producing a
weekly newspaper with council meetings taking place or
major announcements being released while we are at the
print or in the middle of delivery of the papers. The online
version has allowed us to broadcast news prior to it
appearing in the paper and increasingly, to update stories
which have already appeared in print (such as planning
committee decisions).
In addition to a growing number of people who regularly call
up www.theweekin.co.uk, we also use social media, in
particular Twitter, to alert people to a breaking story.
Similarly, from very modest beginnings, @theweekineditor
now has 1,000 followers.
The website has been specifically designed to work on
computers, tablets or smartphones but despite these
advances in technology, the printed version of The Week In
will continue to be our mainstay. Earlier this year, we had to
increase our print run and circulation area to keep up with
demand and will shortly be adding extra pages to the
weekly publication.

School reunion 
A Kingswood woman is hoping to organise a reunion of old
classmates.
Carol Wiltshire (nee Jefferies) would like to hear from anyone who
was in Class 1A (Miss Wilcox’s class) at Kingswood Secondary
School for Girls (Hanham Road) from September 1959 to July
1963/64.
Contact Mrs Wiltshire on 0117 329 2654.

Kingswood 

Sale in aid of charity 
A sale of baby and toddler items will take place on Saturday 19th
April from 11am to 1pm at Kingswood Community Association.
There will be a £1 entry fee in aid of the Jennifer Trust which
supports those suffering from Spinal Muscular Atrophy.
The event has been organised by Nadine Partridge who lost her
cousin Bethan Edwards to the disease at the age of two. Bethan
was able to live out her final months at home with her family thanks
to the charity who provided essential medical equipment to allow
this to happen. 
To host a table call Nadine on 0792 081 6550.
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Cadbury Heath 

Grant will keep threatened
over-50s group going 
An over-50s group for isolated people, which was in danger
of folding because of a lack of funding, is celebrating after
being offered a grant of more than £7,000.
The group’s delighted co-ordinator Sam Fisher says that an article
in The Week In about Guys and Dolls needing to raise money to
keep going was read by the Bristol-based charity St Monica Trust
which has offered them a grant of more than £7,000 which will
enable them to run this year.
Guys and Dolls was set up in 2009 to encourage isolated people
from in and around Cadbury Heath who have few opportunities to
socialise or get out and about to meet on a regular basis and make
new friends. 
The group has around 50 people on its books and about 30
regulars. The youngest members are in their 50s and the oldest is
91.
Guys and Dolls meet on Wednesdays from 11am to 3pm at One
Church in Cadbury Heath. They are offered a hot meal for a small
fee, and activities including crafts, bingo, exercise and healthy
cooking.
And a new event on Fridays called Cup Cakes has started at
Cadbury Heath Hall, which involves the group enjoying tea, coffee
and cakes as well as armchair exercise.
The group bridges the age gap by organising activities with pupils
from Parkwall Primary School in Cadbury Heath. Last Monday
Parkwall hosted a fun community event with an Easter theme at
the end of the school day which raised more than £90 for the
group. To join the group call Sam on 07952 133764.

Enjoying the fun community event at Parkwall are members of
Guys and Dolls, pupils, staff and clergy from the United Church in
Longwell Green.

South Glos

Fewer than one in five
sign up for controversial
green bin charge
South Gloucestershire Council’s admission that only
22,000 residents have so far signed up to the controversial
green bin charge is “alarming”, say campaigners.
The controversial, optional garden waste collection service
launched yesterday. The service, which offers fortnightly
kerbside garden waste collection for a fee of £36 per year, has
up to now been paid for as part of our council tax bills. 
Ian Adams, Conservative Lead Member on the council’s
Communities Committee, branded it “the most anti-green
measure in the council’s history”.
“If only 22,000 have paid the charge so far, then what is
happening to the green waste belonging to the other 89,000
households in the district?” he said.
The council says it only ever expected the participation rate to
be 23,000 subscribers. The strategy aims to increase
opportunities for residents to recycle, while also helping the
council to balance service costs against income at a time when
all local authorities are receiving less money from the
Government. People can keep their green bins even if they don’t
sign up to the new service, or the council will collect them. When
The Week In called the council and asked when that would be,
the answer was “probably October .”
We'll have more reaction in next week's issue.
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Crossword Solution
A D J U D G E B I P E D
M O O N O E R
U M B I L I C U S R O E
S E O C C A
E R A T O U N H E A R D

U U R P E
V E N E T I A N B L I N D
I T G I T
S Y S T O L E B E A N O
C A A M E P
E E L S M E L L A R A T
R L I N O U I
A B Y S S T I T A N I C

Cadbury Heath 

Anger and concern
over alcohol licence bid

Staple Hill 

Crackdown on
pavement cycling

Staple Hill 

Your chance to quiz
football legend

A bid to sell alcohol from 6am to 11pm at a new Premier
Store opening in the old post office in Heath Rise has been
met with anger.
The application for a premises licence for the unit next to First
Choice Takeaway has been lodged by Melrose Associates on
behalf of Prashanth Selvarajah.
Among those raising concerns is Oldland Parish Council. Clerk
Victoria Hicks said: "In a community that has had serious issues
with street drinking and anti-social behaviour, further sale of
alcohol in the locality is likely to create an issue of public
nuisance."

Local councillor Tony Olpin said: “I wish to register an objection
on behalf of the residents who have concerns about this
application on the basis that public safety and the prevention of
public nuisance could be affected if this application is approved.”
Another objector said there were already enough shops in the
area selling alcohol.
The application says CCTV and a proof of age scheme, such as
Challenge 25, would operate.
There are other Premier Stores in Oldland Common,
Kingswood, St George, Stockwood, Brislington, Keynsham and
Saltford.
The application will be discussed by the Licensing Sub-
Committee next Tuesday, 8th April, at Kingswood Civic Centre
at 10am.

A high-profile crackdown on cycling on pavements in
Staple Hill appears to be working.
Lots of signs threatening a £30 penalty to anyone caught
flouting the law were put up around the High Street and Broad
Street area last December.
Neighbourhood PC Wayne Hodge told The Week In: “The issue
of cycling on pavements in Staple Hill was raised as a priority by
local people. There’s a risk of injury to both pedestrians and
cyclists alike if there is a collision, and a young child or frail
elderly person could be badly hurt in such an incident. 
“We have been working
with South Gloucestershire
Council to raise awareness
of the problem with posters
warning cyclists they could
be issued with a £30 fine
for cycling on the
pavement. 
“We have carried out a day
of action in the town,
educating cyclists about
the issue. We patrol
regularly on foot and have
been stopping pavement
cyclists and warning them
in the first instance. This
approach does seem to
have been effective, and
we haven’t issued any
tickets as yet. 
“Anyone stopped for a
second time will be issued
with a ticket.”

Former Liverpool goalkeeper Bruce Grobbelaar will be in Staple
Hill on Saturday 12th April for a question and answer session in
aid of Prostate Cancer UK.
The event will be from 1pm at Cafe 501 in Broad Street which is
run by darts champions Mark Dudbridge and Steve Brown.
Tickets are £10. For more information call 0117 329 0651.

The former Post Office on Heath Rise
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Rugby 

Keynsham Rugby
Club news

Cricket 

New players wanted

Football 

Two wins in a week for
Keynsham Town
Keynsham Town put their recent slump in form behind them last
week with two crucial wins in their battle against relegation.
Tuesday saw the Ks visit bottom-of-the-league Portishead Town
and come away with a deserved 2-0 victory. 

Then on Saturday,
Warminster Town visited
the AJN Stadium and
Keynsham came out on
top with a late winner.
It was a nervy start for
both teams, but it was
Warminster who had the
ball in the back of the net
on 11 minutes. However,
a yellow card was given
to their forward for

handballing it into the net after a cross was floated in from the
right. 
It was Keynsham who took the lead on 20 minutes when Rich
Healey rose well at the near post to head in a Chris Lewis corner
via the woodwork. The Ks then tried to push home their
advantage straight away with Lewis firing a shot over under
pressure just two minutes later. Josh Rice almost forced the ball
in after the keeper spilled a dangerous cross on 29 minutes.
Rice then had a golden chance to score his first senior goal with
37 minutes played when he got on the end of a Pat Davison long
ball, but the keeper made a smart save to deny the teenager.
Fortune almost gave full back Elliot Coles his first goal for the Ks
when his cross was taken by the wind but the stretching keeper
just got hands to it.
The second half saw Warminster come into their own and
dominate most of the play. On 50 minutes, a long free-kick
wasn’t claimed by Dunk but it went just wide. However, a minute
later it was the visiting keeper who made the save of the game,
tipping a fiercely struck Davison volley over the bar. Then on 60
minutes the visitors equalised from the penalty spot. A scramble
in the box saw players from both teams hit the deck and the
referee awarded a penalty. This goal seemed to wake up
Keynsham and Luke Lipinski set up chances for Healey and
Davison on 67 minutes and 69 minutes respectively. Finally in
the 86th minute the Ks regained the lead. Substitutes Szymon
Gromek & Liam Robson linked up well, with Gromek’s through
ball playing in Robson on the right and the teenager showing a
cool head to confidently slot the ball home.
The Ks now have a weekend off before they visit Cheddar on
Wednesday 9th April (kick-off 7:30pm).

Free football coaching
Easter holiday football coaching at Kelston Park in Keynsham runs
on 15th, 16th and 17th April from 11am to 2pm.
Sessions are free and are on a first come, first served basis. Bring
suitable footwear and a packed lunch.

There was a large crowd at the Crown Field last Saturday as
Keynsham had organised an ex-players’ reunion together with
activities from the junior and mini sections.  Alas, the first team did
not dish up a feast of rugby and it was a very bitty game against a
poor Berry Hill side. They did manage to secure a try bonus point
in a 27-19 victory, try
scorers being Ben
Angel, Jack Weston,
Paul Cooper and
Gareth Bradnock. 
The 2nds put in an
extremely credible
performance away at
Tor FRC who are
flying high in their
league. The final
score was 32-18 to
Tor although the
scores were tied at
18 apiece at the half
way stage.
The thirds won at
home 55-22 against
Nailsea/Backwell and
the fourths lost 31-14
at Avon RFC against
their second team.
The winners in the
Dennis Cockbaine
Club draw for March
were Clare Hudson
£100 and Lewis Bush
£50.

Hanham Cricket Club Under 13s need new players. Training is
every Tuesday from April from 6.30pm at Hanham Cricket Club.
Contact Paul Buckland  on 0750 017 9132 for more details

Sudoku Solutions
9 2 8 7 5 4 6 3 1
5 1 7 6 3 8 4 9 2
3 4 6 9 1 2 5 7 8
6 3 1 8 9 5 7 2 4
8 7 9 2 4 1 3 5 6
4 5 2 3 6 7 8 1 9
1 9 4 5 8 3 2 6 7
2 6 5 4 7 9 1 8 3
7 8 3 1 2 6 9 4 5

6 4 8 5 2 1 7 3 9
1 2 3 9 7 6 5 4 8
5 9 7 8 3 4 2 1 6
3 5 9 7 6 8 1 2 4
8 1 6 4 5 2 3 9 7
2 7 4 1 9 3 6 8 5
9 3 1 6 4 5 8 7 2
4 8 5 2 1 7 9 6 3
7 6 2 3 8 9 4 5 1

2 -Hard1-Easy

Gareth Jones and Brad Newton competing
for line-out ball (Richard Angell)
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