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An investigation has begun after contractors
working on the new Aldi development in Longwell
Green tore down a 30-metre hedge that the
neighbouring primary school believes was on their
site.
Aldi are building a new supermarket on the site of the old
Longwell Green Service Station on Bath Road and their
property director Ben Shotter told The Week In that as far as he
was concerned, approved drawings showed that the hedge was
on land owned by the company and that there had been no
breach of planning consent.
But the school understands that the strip of land just beyond its
wire security fence is owned by the education authority, South
Gloucestershire Council. The hedge had completely screened
the development site but now it is clearly visible through the
wire fence.
Longwell Green councillor John Calway, who is the leader of
South Gloucestershire Council, said that ownership of the land
was currently being established but either way, he understood
that when the council gave Aldi permission for the store, one of
the conditions was that the hedge be retained.
“They shouldn’t have done it,” he said, adding that action might
now be taken against Aldi.
The council approved outline planning permission for the
development in 2012 and the supermarket chain went back to
the authority last summer with its detailed plans for a bigger
store, only one access and exit point and fewer car parking
spaces. The detailed plans finally got planners’ approval on
21st February, a month after workmen moved on to the site to
begin clearing it.
The school has written to parents to say that the removal of the
hedge was “inappropriate”: “We are liaising with several
departments within South Gloucestershire Council, including
the planning department, to get clarification and will be working
with them to ensure that the safety of our children and security

of our premises is maintained.”
A council spokeswoman told The Week In: “We received a
complaint about the hedgerow and a planning officer carried out
a site visit last Monday morning to investigate a breach of
planning conditions.”
She said that inquiries were ongoing.
Mr Shotter said as a gesture of goodwill a replacement hedge
would be planted once the store had been built.
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Longwell Green 

Aldi may face action after
hedge is torn down
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Keynsham & District Mencap Society has been designated as a
Beacon Club - one of just nine in the UK.
The national honour means the society is a beacon for other
groups to whom it can offer training and mentoring.
The designation means extra work for the administration staff
and the society would like to hear from people with
office/commercial skills who could volunteer in the Keynsham
office during the week.,
Contact Laura on 0117 986 5659.
The society has recently launched a new club which helps
members through the transition period into adulthood - the Go
Explore Club. It is also launching a new Boccia Club. Boccia is
a target ball sport belonging to the same family as petanque and
bowls and features in the Paralympics.

Vehicle owners are being warned that thefts of catalytic
converters are on the rise again with five reported incidents
in Keynsham last week.
The devices, which reduce poisonous gas emission from the
exhaust system, have a high scrap value because of their
platinum content.
They can cost upwards of £250 to replace but thieves also
cause hundreds of pounds worth of damage in removing them. 
An Avon & Somerset police spokesman said: "There have been
five catalytic convertor thefts reported in the past two days in
Keynsham. They are from vehicles parked on drives or outside
houses and police believe they are connected.
"Investigations are under way and officers are appealing for
anyone who saw or heard anything suspicious to call us on 101. 
The cars involved at two Toyota Hiluxes, two Citroen Picassos
and one Kia Sportage.
Catalytic converters were originally just bolted on to the exhaust
system, making them relatively easy to remove. On many cars
now they are welded in place but, as was the case in at least
three of the thefts, the perpetrators used chain cutters.
Last year a series of thefts from commercial vans parked in
depots overnight in South Gloucestershire was thought to be the
work of organised gangs.
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South Gloucestershire Council is planning to get rid of its
recycling bring banks.
The move is for a number of reasons, says the council,
including the fact that all he materials collected at bring banks
can now be recycled using the kerbside recycling collections.
Bring banks collect materials which are then sent for recycling,
including bottles and jars, food and drinks cans, books, CDs
and videos,  cartons, textiles, plastic bottles, paper and light
bulbs.
Locally the banks affected are at Kingswood Leisure Centre
and Grimsbury Farm, Longwell Green Community Centre,
Bitton Rec, Salisbury Park and the Willow Centre in Downend,
Sainsbury’s at Emersons Green, Byron Place car park and
Sanctuary Church in Staple Hill, Hawksworth Drive in Hanham,
Warmley Community Centre, Pucklechurch Community Centre
and St Fagans Court car park in Willsbridge.
The council says the savings made by these proposals will be
reinvested to provide recycling services for residents of flats,
who are currently unable to recycle all of these materials.
At some locations there have been issues with local businesses
using the bring banks to dispose of commercial waste and there
have also been problems with fly-tipping and litter, which are
expensive and time-consuming to deal with.

The council also says that it has received a number of requests
to remove bring banks from car parks to free up additional
parking spaces.
Bring banks located at the council’s Sort It! centres will be
retained and recycling banks operated by charities and other
organisations are not affected.
The deadline for comments is 25th April. Email
consultation@southglos.gov.uk, call  01454 868000 or write to
FREEPOST RTCT-JXLE-EET, South Gloucestershire Council,
Bring Bank Consultation, Civic Centre, High Street, Kingswood,
BRISTOL, BS15 9TR.

Recycling bring banks face
the chop
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The £34m regeneration of Keynsham
town centre has been under way since
the autumn of 2012. The new buildings,
which will include council offices,
shops, a library, One Stop Shop and
public space, have been a topic for
debate on our letters pages.
So with completion just a few months away,
what do Keynsham people make of the new
development, in particular the gold cladding
that is now being put up – chosen to reflect the
town’s past as a historic centre of the brass
industry?
Mike Dicker told
us: “It’s a bit
garish, a bit bling,
isn’t it?”
Doreen Houldon
said: “It’s horrible.
It’s like some
cheap covering on
a card. I liked the
old centre.”

Keynsham 

Like it or loathe it?

Mike Dicker
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The Week In on line
Keep up to date with local news as it happens at

www.theweekin.co.uk
Follow us @theweekineditor

Gloria, who moved to Keynsham
shortly after the war and is now in
her 70s, told us: “I hate the gold but
I think the grey stone is OK, it
blends in well. I hope we don’t get
more coffee shops there.
Keynsham needs a clothes shop
for the over-50s. I’d like to see an
M&S too.”
David Kibble said he liked the gold
cladding but felt that some of the

panels weren’t flat in places and
consequently looked a bit
“amateur”. He also said that the
building looks “incredibly high” from
the Rock Road approach.
He felt it was a shame that some
money from the regeneration
scheme could not have been
diverted towards sorting out the
town’s traffic problems.

Andy Haskins said the
development looked larger than
had thought it would be, but
added: “I think it blends in well.”
The new development also finds
favour with Richard Thomas: “I
think it’s all right,” he said. “I’ve got
no complaints.”

Motorists are being warned to take extra care when
driving along country lanes after a race horse being
ridden on a lane near Upton Cheyney had to be
destroyed following a collision with a car today.
Police were called to Marshfield Lane just after 10.30am. The
horse was seriously injured and the owner arranged for it to
be destroyed at the scene. The lane was closed for two
hours.
The closure of the A431 between Kelston and Bath has led
to a dramatic increase in traffic on lanes around Upton

Cheyney and Beach with motorists taking back routes to get
to and from Bath via Lansdown. 
Local councillor Erica Williams told The Week In:  ”This time
the horse was ridden by an experienced jockey but this is an
area popular with family riders.        Continued on page 15.

Speed warning after horse
dies in collision with car

David Kibble

Andy Haskins

Richard Thomas
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Young people on a Prince’s Trust course have delighted
staff and trustees at Longwell Green Community Centre
where they have just spent two weeks working to give it
a spring spruce-up. 
The young people, aged 16 to 21, are on a 12-week course
based at City of Bristol College’s Soundwell campus. As part of
the course they have been working hard at the community
centre, painting walls and railings, gardening and clearing
brambles  - and they raised all the money for the materials they
needed themselves.
Through events including a raffle, cake sale and bag packing in
fancy dress at Tesco in Brislington, the group raised more than
£600 for their project.
The course is aimed at equipping them with life skills and
boosting their confidence and motivation to find employment.
Working alongside Conor, Sian, Emma, Liam, Monica and the
two Bens was project team leader Rosie Webb and Toni
Stuckey, who was on secondment to the Prince’s Trust from the
Avon & Somerset police call centre at Portishead.
The chairman of the trustees at the community centre, Bob
Pomeroy, thanked the young people and said they had done a
tremendous job.

Longwell Green 

Prince’s Trust students
give community centre
a makeover

Team effort: the students with chairman of the trustees Bob Pomeroy,
third from right in the back row, Rosie Webb, kneeling on the left, and

Toni Stuckey at the front



Troublesome traffic
chicanes along a busy
Barrs Court road are to
be reviewed.
The chicanes on Craven
Way have been blamed for
increasing traffic
congestion and road rage
from some motorists
caught in the queues. 
Now Parkwall ward
councillors Nick Barrett and
Tony Olpin have secured a
review of the chicanes
through the Kings Forest
Area Forum. 
They have pointed to parts
of South Gloucestershire
where chicanes have been
replaced with speed tables,
which cause less
congestion but still slow
speeding motorists and
help make crossing the road safer for
pedestrians.
Emersons Green Conservative councillor
James Hunt said: “Chicanes were replaced by
speed tables along Emersons Way in
Emersons Green and the feedback from local
residents has been overwhelmingly positive

because as well as controlling vehicle speeds
and getting rid of traffic queues, speed tables
also function as safe pedestrian crossing
points.”
The review will be carried out by the council’s
highway engineers with a public consultation
expected in the spring or summer.
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

5 6
1 7 6 8 4

3 4 9 1 7 8
7 2

8 7 9 1
5 3 6
9 2 7

4 1 8 3
8 3 2 9

5 2 7 9
3 6

2 1
5 7 1 2

6 9
4 3

2
2 1

7 3 4

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND 

Sunday 30th March

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Barrs Court 

Troublesome traffic
chicanes to be reviewed

Cllr Tony Olpin and Cllr Nick Barrett next to a chicane on Craven Way

Warmley 

Club
performs
at festival
The Fingers & Frets Club,
based at St Barnabas'
Church Hall in Warmley,
performed in the BMG
(Banjo, Mandolin and
Guitar) Festival of Fretted
Music on 16th March.
The festival was held at St
Mary Redcliffe and
Temple School, Bristol
attracting banjo, mandolin
and guitar players from
across the country.
The F&F Club's
performance of Tarrega's
Recuerdos de la
Alhambra was well
received.
The club meets at 8pm
every Monday except
bank holidays. All players
of fretted instruments are
welcome. 
For more information
contact musical director
John Hopes on 0117 967
6428.



In praise of school staff
Dear Sir,
Following your article covering St Keyna’s
recent Ofsted inspection I felt moved to write
in support of this wonderful school and its
dedicated staff. 
As a parent and governor, I feel very
confident that the work to reach ‘good’ next
time Ofsted visit will be achieved. My two
children are happy and thriving at St Keyna,
supported by a team of staff (both teaching
and non-teaching) who work incredibly hard
to make learning fun, alongside promoting a
caring and inclusive ethos, which I feel lies at
the heart of what makes this school so
special.  
Alina Lynden 

In defence of St Keyna
Dear Sir,
As a parent of two children who attend St
Keyna Primary School, I'd like to respond to
your article entitled ‘Primary school needs
improvement’. 
I think it's extremely unfair that you've not
asked the headteacher to comment on the
Ofsted report when you've included a quote
from the headteacher of Wellsway School in
the article about Wellsway's Ofsted review. I
also notice that you've failed to point out that
St Keyna is one of around 18 schools, I
believe, across B&NES who've been given
this 'needs improvement' status. 
I'm very frustrated to see our wonderful
school receiving such negativity, my children
are so happy there and that, in itself, speaks
volumes. Speaking from my own
experience, my son (who's excelling in
mathematics and literacy) is sitting in on
certain lessons in the year above his own to
ensure he's meeting his full potential so it's
clear that measures ARE put in place to
ensure that children are able to succeed
beyond expectations! 
After attending a mathematics discussion at

the school recently, I fail to see how planning
is not being put in place for children's
learning abilities, my daughter is at KS1
stage and the tools and knowledge available
to the children are fantastic. I was impressed
at how far the children are being pushed,
even at this young age.
In my view this school is fantastic, my
children have so much fun there. I could go
on and on pointing out the school's strengths
- but you've not enough room in your
magazine. I think it's important to remember
that whilst our children go to school to learn
it's imperative that they feel happy and safe
in their environment (as rated 'good' by
Ofsted) - as a parent, if your children are
happy, you are happy!!
Name and address supplied

Lack of accountability
Dear Sir,
The continuing concern over Oldfield School
highlights the difficulties parents and
communities experience when a school
ceases to be the responsibility of the local
authority.  
Today, thousands of schools are
accountable only to the Secretary of State,
meaning potential underperformance and
mismanagement are not spotted and
challenged early enough.  Instead of
collaboration, schools are operating as
islands competing against each other. The
fragmentation of our school system has
resulted in a lack of local accountability and
oversight.
In these circumstances parents and others
have no alternative but to go to the
Department for Education far away in
London if they want help or information.
The local authority can advise but has no
power to intervene or even to provide
information.
The Labour Group are pleased to say that
the Labour Party is now working to address
the fragmentation of our school system.
Labour will address the lack of local
accountability and oversight and enable
local communities to have a greater say in

their area by restoring the link between
schools and the communities they serve. 
Cllr John Bull
(Leader of B&NES Labour Group)

Gold cladding is so tacky
Dear Stephen,
It is always satisfying when the ‘little man’
triumphs over adversity. Such is the case
now that the Communities Secretary Eric
Pickles has finally put an end to the
uncertainty of whether Crest Nicholson
would be allowed to build 99 homes on land
off Manor Road, Saltford. 
The decision to say no is the correct one.
Yes, we need more homes, but we have to
be sensible as to where we build them. If
Crest Nicholson had won the day it would
have opened the floodgates to future house
building in Saltford as the argument against
would have been lost. This decision is also
important because it overruled the
inspector’s recommendation to allow the
development. 
I wrote last year that once a first refusal to
build results in an appeal, the inspector will
almost certainly approve it second time
round, as is what happened in the second
instance here. Thankfully, due to the sheer
persistence of those who would be impacted
upon, common sense has finally won the
day. It's rare, but it does happen. What a
shame the battle was lost with the K2 sites.
Just when you think there cannot be any
more surprises regarding the Civic Centre,
someone decides for its finishing touch it
would be a good idea to use gold foil type
cladding. The work has only just started, yet
already it looks worn, cheap, shoddy, poorly
made and completely wrong on so many
levels. 
I wonder how it will weather, will it go green?
It just shouts tacky, tacky, tacky! Was this the
architect's dream? Unbelievable, you just
could not make it up, but hey, hang on a
minute, this must come B&NES approved?
Common sense, say no more.
John Howlett
Keynsham
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Hot topic
Dear Sir,
Like your reader, we got a Skoda Octavia
from a main dealer but ours was new. We
had a burning smell from the clutch from day
one. At 4,000 miles and six months old, the
clutch burnt out and Skoda would not repair
it. It cost us £790 to repair it. They say it was
my driving even though I have been driving
for 40 years. Now at two and half years and
22,000 miles, the car has no more problems.
We leave it up to the reader to work out was
it the driver or the car.
Roger Davis

Green Belt decisions
Dear Sir,
It's welcome news (13th March) that the bid
to build two to three hundred houses in the
remaining green belt fields between
Whitchurch village and the Bristol boundary
at Stockwood has been thrown out.   
However, you were mistaken in saying that
Jacob Rees-Mogg MP had much to do with
it; certainly he didn't get the decision called
in for consideration by Eric Pickles.  
It was the developers, Robert Hitchins Ltd,
who challenged the repeated decisions of
the B&NES development control committee
to reject their application. They tried
appealing over the council's 
head to the Secretary of State. There was a
week-long hearing in which the Inspector
heard the case from both the council and the
developers, with further witness evidence
from some objectors and a mass of letters,
including one from Mr Rees-Mogg. The
Inspector again recommended that the
scheme be rejected, and the Secretary of
State (I'm glad to say) accepted his advice.
For the time being, the green belt remains
intact - but its extent is being reviewed and
does look like more land around Whitchurch
will be released for development. If and
when that happens, it will be important to

make sure that any new schemes don't over-
stretch the local infrastructure, meet a real
social need, and are fully carbon neutral. Mr
Rees-Mogg, please note!
Yours
Pete Goodwin, Stockwood

Is high cost of a station
worth it?
Dear Stephen,
Your recent article about the ramp at
Keynsham Station is a good indicator of the
problems with rail projects. The initial
estimate of £200,000 becomes £500,000.  At
the recent reopening of Saltford Station
consultation, the initial estimate was £4m
plus some extras. From the example of
Keynsham and other projects like HS2, we
will be looking at £10m to £12m, especially
as access is difficult on the north side. 
All for 266 passengers a day. A cost of over
£40,000 per passenger, how can anyone
justify this?  Those in favour of reopening the
station in responding to the Saltford Parish
Plan were so few it did not qualify to be
included as an objective. The anticipated
revenue at the station of £750,000pa, I had
confirmed by the B&NES officer, goes to the
rail companies, not the council.
If the Bristol Metro actually comes in to
being, I have some sympathy with Judy
Reed to build a station towards Keynsham
with suitable parking which will take traffic
away from Saltford. Keynsham is committed
to building on Green Belt, the last thing we
want in Saltford is the proposed car parks on
Green Belt.
With that amount of money involved we
should seriously be looking at a bypass,
which is what the people of Saltford voted for
in the Parish Plan. We already have high
pollution from nitrogen dioxide on the Bath
Road and as we have seen from the closure
of the Kelston Road, the situation is getting
worse. What happens when the over 10,000
houses are built in Bath and Keynsham? The
good news is, that if B&NES get their Core
Strategy approved, there will be £200m in

Community Infrastructure Levy available,
more than enough to pay for a bypass and
no need for extra infill houses as claimed by
the station group.
Reg Williams
Saltford

Selfish attitude towards
housing needs
Dear Stephen,
Having just returned from holiday I was very
surprised to learn that Eric Pickles had
turned down the application to build a small
development in Manor Road, Saltford. This
in spite of the inspector (who carried out a
long and thorough investigation into the
planning application) and who after visiting
the site recommended that it should be
approved.             
Having read the Minister's report it becomes
clear that the fact that he himself did not visit

the site, and the last minute interference
from Jacob Rees-Mogg was the prime
motivation behind his decision. Having read
his 6 page refusal report, all I can say is that
any QC could "drive a wagon and horses
through it."
But the saddest part of this whole fiasco, it
hat has now gone on for at least 3 years, is
that the selfish, self centred, uncaring, and
unchristian actions of the anti-build
campaign have deprived their fellow
residents of their last chance to find
alternative housing within Saltford. At least
they can now sleep easy in their beds at
night, knowing they won't be disturbed by
having those 6 extra cars a day drive past
their house!                   
Yours,     
Richard Nash, by e-mail
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Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29

Across

A witty remark (4)8
Supporter of the royal family (10)9
Church official (6)10
Shutter speed and lens aperture (8)11
Information (4)12
Disgrace or ignominy (10)13
The space immediately next to something 
(4)

17

In a strange way (5)18
Head of the Roman Cathlolic church (4)19
After which time something loses its value 
(4-2,4)

20

A quick look (4)22
Cocktails in tall glasses (8)23
To separate seeds from straw (6)27
Descent or ancestry (10)28
Rabbit fur (4)29

Down

Inactive state (10)1
Cease to flow (8)2
The study of organisms (10)3
Between the thigh and lower leg (4)4
A journey (4)5
A long drink after/with a spirit (6)6
Russian emperor (4)7
Several podiums (5)14
Transparent canopy used in hospitals (6,4)15
Disagreeable (10)16
Device for holding smoking implements 
(4,4)

19

Reptile (6)21
Shiny, smooth (4)24
Fortune (4)25
Slide on a surface (4)26

ACROSS
8 A witty remark (4)
9 Supporter of the royal family (10)
10 Church official (6)
11 Shutter speed and lens aperture (8)
12 Information (4)
13 Disgrace or ignominy (10)
17The space immediately next to something (4)
18 In a strange way (5)
19 Head of the Roman Cathlolic church (4)
20 After which time something loses its value (4-2,4)
22 A quick look (4)
23 Cocktails in tall glasses (8)
27 To separate seeds from straw (6)
28 Descent or ancestry (10)
29 Rabbit fur (4)

DOWN
1 Inactive state (10)
2 Cease to flow (8)
3 The study of organisms (10)
4 Between the thigh and lower leg (4)
5 A journey (4)
6 A long drink after/with a spirit (6)
7 Russian emperor (4)
14 Several podiums (5)
15 Transparent canopy used in hospitals (6,4)
16 Disagreeable (10)
19 Device for holding smoking implements (4,4)
21 Reptile (6)
24 Shiny, smooth (4)
25 Fortune (4)
26 Slide on a surface (4)

Longwell Green School
birthday celebrations
Dear Sir,
Have you worked at Longwell Green Primary
School in the last 50 years, been a school
governor or
a member of the PTA here?
If so the headteacher, governors, staff, and
pupils would be delighted if you could join
them to mark the occasion of our 50th
birthday on Thursday, 24th April from
1.30pm.
There will be displays across the decades, a
tour of the school and a short musical
celebration, followed by refreshments from
3pm onwards.
If you would like to attend please telephone
the school office on 01454 866460 or email
me at sue.dix@southglos.gov.uk by
Tuesday, 22nd April.
We look forward to meeting you and sharing
your memories of your time at Longwell
Green
School.
Sue Dix
School Business Manager
Longwell Green Primary School

Importance of libraries in
South Gloucestershire
Dear Editor,
I have just read the latest letters page and
very much welcome the contribution by
Joyce Trevallyn on the importance of
libraries in South Gloucestershire.
Councillors have had extremely difficult
decisions to take as to where savings had to
be made, and for Chris Skidmore and Cllr
Adams to make scurrilous remarks about
Labour councillors in supporting retention of
libraries (and indeed car park charges and
public toilets), I personally find distasteful to
say the least.
Libraries these days are more than just a
book lending service.  For example, there
are children's nurseries, computer usage
and tuition, guest speaker evenings, council
consultation events.  Benefit claimants and
job seekers also make full use of the
facilities.
The Staple Hill library has been a huge
community asset since it re-opened in a new
building a few years ago.  The same can be
said about Downend, Kingswood, Hanham
and Cadbury Heath libraries.  For the public
to have lost these facilities, or at best
reduced opening hours, would have been
tragic.
May I also add that a few months ago, local

Labour councillors were the only ones who
supported us against proposed wage cuts to
library staff.  They also stood on the picket
line with us to show that support. Needless
to say, there was no sign of Chris Skidmore,
Cllr Adams or any other local Tory councillor.
What a surprise.
A South Gloucestershire Library
employee

Letters

The Week In is independent of any political or

commercial interest.   We aim to produce a

balanced and accurate view of local news and

welcome comments from our readers. 

Normally, we will publish letters in full but reserve

the right to shorten or clarify the contents or to

refuse publication. Please try to keep letters

under 300 words and supply your full name and

address for reasons of authentication.  Only the

name and district where you live will be

reproduced.  Anonymity is possible under certain

circumstances. 

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,

e-mail and should arrive at our offices no

later than 5.30pm on the Monday of each

week.  E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

Write to us
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Bridge being considered amid speculation
that Kelston Road could be closed for a year
The idea of installing a temporary bridge while the Kelston
Road is closed is being considered by Bath & North East
Council. 
It comes amid speculation that the A431, which has been closed to
through traffic since last month because of a landslip, might not
reopen for a year, double the estimated time that engineers had
predicted.

A council spokesman said the exact length of the closure would not
be known until next month: “The council are currently awaiting the
results of borehole tests and excavations at Kelston Road as part
of developing a long-term solution to restore the road. 

“We are looking at the feasibility of a temporary bridge structure
and have appointed experts to carry out this work.  Any solution
chosen that bypasses the fault needs not only to be safe and
capable of withholding the volume of traffic, but also needs
permission of the private landowners who own the adjacent land.”

Meanwhile Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore has asked South
Gloucestershire Council to look at temporarily suspending business
rates for firms affected by the closure.

“While it is good news that First Bus have established a bus link to
these affected areas, I am concerned that we need to do all we can
to help businesses affected, which is why I have called for help with
their business rates,” he said.

Mr Skidmore was approached by Jamie Pike, landlord of the Upton
Inn in Upton Cheyney, where trade has suffered even though the

pub is accessible as usual
from Bitton.

Mr Pike told The Week In
that it was not just his
business affected by other
local pubs and traders. He
said he would welcome
business rate relief as his
bill is £2,000 a month.

He says he has lost 60 per
cent of his weekend trade
as so many customers are Bath-based.

Jody Smith and Jemma Wiggins, who run the White Hart at Bitton,
say their trade is down by as much as 40 per cent at weekends and
about 10 per cent during the week.

The Old Crown at Kelston is accessible from Bitton but has been hit
because there is no passing trade and many usual customers are
from Bath.

The Swan at Swineford has also been affected, saying: “We want
everyone to know that the pub is open for business as usual.
People can still approach the pub from the Bitton direction on the
A431.”

South Gloucestershire councillor for Bitton, Erica Williams met
businesses affected by the Kelston Road closure last week and
was meeting with them again as we went to print on Tuesday.

She has also called for more widespread signage to help and has
spoken to the valuation office to try to gain rate reductions. She
said there was also a hardship fund within South Gloucestershire
Council that businesses could apply for.
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The Lord Mayor of Bristol Cllr Faruk Choudhury opened
the St George Community Fair at the weekend and spent
more than two hours visiting the stands and meeting local
groups.
The fair, held at St Aidan’s Church and neighbouring church

hall, was a chance for local organisations to showcase what
they are about to the local community. 
The event, which was also attended by the local MP Kerry
McCarthy, saw the official launch of St George in Bloom 2014
competition, which aims to encourage the community to take a 

Freja Shamanka, one of the campaigners against controversial
traffic plans for Crews Hole and Beaufort Road in St George, is

to stand for election to Bristol
City Council in May as an
Independent Democratic
Candidate.
Since becoming involved in the
St George Neighbourhood
Action Group (SNAG) set up to
fight the plans, Ms Shamanka
has become a fierce critic of
democratic decision-making in
the city.
Even though locally elected
councillors threw out the one-
way scheme for Crews Hole

last December, opting instead for the traffic scheme for
Beaufort Road, it has transpired that the ultimate decision will
actually rest with the West of England Local Enterprise

Partnership (LEP). The funding is part of a £20m investment
into road, pedestrian and cycling links in Bristol to promote jobs
growth. 
Ms Shamanka says a Freedom of Information request lodged
with Mayor George Ferguson on 18th November because of
“unclear intentions” of the proposals has still not been
answered.
And a letter written to him earlier this month “deploring the
continual lack of democracy, transparency and accountability”
and calling for a “prompt and democratic resolution“, has not
been answered.
Ms Shamanka was hoping to challenge Mr Ferguson at Mayor’s
Question Time on Tuesday.
SNAG representatives were at Saturday’s St George
Community Fair when they discussed the issue with local
Labour councillors and MP Kerry McCarthy. All were concerned
about the power of the LEP where only four of the nine
decision-makers are elected, one of them the Mayor but the
other three are from neighbouring authorities.

Lord Mayor opens community fair

Campaigner standing for election on democracy platform
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pride in the area, making it attractive with flowers, landscaping
or an environmental project. Youngsters had the chance to plant
sunflowers which they can grow for the competition.
Among the other organisations taking part in Saturday’s fair
were the East Bristol Allotments Association, which celebrates
its centenary in August, the neighbourhood police, St George
Strollers, who run regular walks in the area, the 74th St Aidan’s
Brownies, the Friends of Troopers Hill (the nature reserve), St
George Neighbourhood Partnership, performing arts group
Kingswood Ten Sing, Hanham History Group and St George
History Groups. There was a chance to find out about Arts at St
Aidan’s, which is holding a programme of summer proms in
June, and other local churches were also represented.
The local Labour councillors for St George – Fabian Breckels,
Ron Stone and Steve Pearce, had a stall as did the St George
Neighbourhood Action Group (SNAG) which is fighting
controversial traffic proposals for Crews Hole and Beaufort
Road.

Continued from page 7.

“Many people don’t know how to drive on country lanes and  
assume they can travel at the same speed they have been
doing coming down from Lansdown.
“It’s vital people understand the importance of driving carefully

through these diversions.”
Jo Chillcott, who lives in Marshfield Lane, just a short distance
from the incident. She wrote to South Gloucestershire Council
earlier this month asking for temporary measures to reduce the
volume of traffic and improve the safety in the lanes around
Upton Cheyney.
Mrs Chillcott told the council: “Marshfield Lane is increasingly
being used as a rat run for commuters to and from Bath who live
outside the village.  The lane  is already in a poor state of repair,
with a number of large potholes and is not able to cope with the
additional volume of traffic and further damage to verges and
hedgerows caused by traffic trying to pass in both directions on
a single track lane." The council’s streetworks manager Vicky
Gent responded by saying the emergency closure of the A431
at Kelston Park has had a major impact on South
Gloucestershire’s network. She added: “For those travelling to
Bath, we are actively trying to head them off at Cherry Garden
roundabout to ensure as far as practical that vehicles will not be
queuing to turn around on the A431. Unfortunately local drivers
are aware that they can get through the narrow lanes instead of
following the official diversion route and as there are no current
TROs (traffic regulation orders) in place we cannot stop them.
“We are, however, looking into putting restrictions on the
unofficial diversion route but this like all things official takes
time.”
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Stroke survivor Paul Westaway, from Longwell Green, has
raised nearly £600 for the Stroke Association by running the
33rd Bath Half Marathon earlier this month.

Cold temperatures and
unrelenting rain did not help
Paul and the other 12,000
runners but he finished the
13.1 mile course in two hours
and nine minutes, despite
also suffering from an
ongoing chest infection. 
Paul, who works for Skoda,
suffered a stroke just over two
years ago. He says that
without the Frenchay area
stroke team he would not

have been able to walk again so quickly, let alone run.
You can help Paul to raise even more money by visiting his
JustGiving page www.justgiving.com/paul-westaway2.
Donations can be made until 2nd June.

Longwell Green runner
raises money for
Stroke Association

4th August 2014 marks 100 years since the start of the Great
War and Hanham Local History Society is going to mark this
event by improving and reissuing a booklet produced several
years ago. It lists information about all the people listed on the
Hanham War Memorial and on various plaques in our churches.
Roy Crew from the society said: "We want to build on work
already done to produce a document that is as comprehensive
as possible.  A record as a reminder for future generations, to
detail how the war influenced life in Hanham in 1914-18 and the
roles that our lads played in what was supposed to be the war
to end all wars. 
"Did you have Hanham ancestors that were involved in this
conflict? Or have you any stories, pictures or information about
the Hanham people that lost their lives or fought in WW1? "
Email HanhamHistory@gmail.com or leave details at Hanham
Community Centre.

Hanham 

Searching for
local stories of
World War One

Situations Vacant

Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is an effective and low cost
option. Call Tracy or Jodie on 0117 986 0381.  Deadline for
Situations Vacant advert bookings is 4.00pm on the
FRIDAY preceding publication.
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New youth and leisure facilities, faster broadband, and safer
roads were agreed by South Gloucestershire Council last
week as part of the £206m capital investment programme.
Approved funding includes setting aside up to £5.5m to deliver the
long-overdue expansions of Longwell Green and Bradley Stoke
leisure centres in partnership with the Circadian Trust, and
allocating at least £1.5m to help deliver more extra care housing
schemes.
Money has also been included for completing Cadbury Heath’s
flagship new £2m community and youth building, £600,000
towards completing the funding package to make safety
improvements at the notorious A4174 Wraxall Road roundabout
junction and £350,000 to improve broadband speeds in rural
areas.There will be an additional £200,000 of targeted funding to
resurface residential cul-de-sacs and estate roads.

Staple Hill
A new youth centre for Staple Hill also moved a step closer with
£350,000 to the scheme in next financial year’s capital
programme. The sum has been earmarked to convert space in
the old primary school into a custom-made youth centre.
However, this spending is still subject to detailed consideration by
the Children & Young People’s Services Committee. Local
councillors Ian Boulton and Shirley Potts say the scheme is not
yet “a done deal” and will keep up their campaign until the funding
is finally approved. 
At present, youth services in Staple Hill are run by the local

Methodist Church from their
own premises.  Labour
councillor Michael Bell
(Rodway) told the meeting
that the young people who
use the current service
actively support a move to
the old school, as do their
youth workers. 
Helping to deliver an
Aerospace Museum to house Concorde is also part of the
investment programme which was approved at the meeting of all
councillors last Wednesday.

South Glos 

Approval for £206m capital investment plan

Shirley Potts and Ian Boulton at the
old primary school
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With the days getting lighter and warmer, now is the time
to liven up your home and get to grips with your garden
after one of the wettest winters ever.
Perhaps you're thinking of new carpets, curtains or blinds, new
furniture or even a conservatory windows or doors?
Over the winter Curtain Flair in Keynsham, have been busy taking
orders, making and installing made-to-measure curtains, as well
as fitting tracks and poles for many customers based in the area.  
However, Alison Humphreys, one of the owners, said: “As we
move into spring with warmer , sunnier, summer months around
the corner, we are noticing a distinct shift in orders from curtains
to blinds.
“Blinds, be they vertical, Venetian or roller, offer customers a great
deal of versatility in terms of shading, screening and filtering light
and heat and are particularly useful in south-facing rooms and
conservatories.  They can also be used in bedrooms to provide a
black-out feature, useful with the lighter early mornings, either on
their own or in addition to curtains.”
Crystal Clear in Emery Road, Brislington specialise in a bespoke
supply and fit service for windows, doors, conservatories and
orangeries. They supply and fit a wide range of designer doors
and windows, including a range of contemporary composite doors
and industry-leading bi-fold doors, with a choice of every type and
style of home. The range includes the latest double glazed PVCu
sliding sash windows, which offer all the advantages of modern
windows with the classic look of traditional timber sash windows. 

A conservatory from Crystal Clear offers additional and flexible
living space from which to enjoy views of the garden. With an
extensive range of designs, sizes, styles, colours and shapes,
there’s a conservatory to suit every home and budget. 
And an orangery offers a stylish solution to the need for additional
living space; creating a wonderful light-filled area that looks as if
it always been part of the existing building and costing less than
a traditional extension.
A little gem you may not have yet discovered in Keynsham is the
old chapel. This building houses Simply Carpets and Truly
Bespoke Furniture. Both offer a huge choice as they are not tied
to one particular manufacturer or organisation.
Between them they can assist you with any room in your home
that needs a revamp. Their staff’s technical knowledge is
tremendous, and Zoe, the in-house designer, can assist in
creating a beautiful home for you to live in.
Truly Bespoke have a workshop near Keynsham and source their
materials within the South West where possible, and Simply
Carpets support British carpet manufacturers. Both are
successful because of the reputation they have, the support they
receive and the many years’ experience they have accrued.
This is of course the perfect time to give your house a really good
top to bottom clean. This can be a daunting task and perhaps the
most off-putting of these chores is cleaning the oven.

Continued on page 20

Get your home ready for spring
HOMES & GARDENS
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Continued from page 18

Local Ovenclean operator, Shaun says: “An oven that has been
cleaned professionally is very different to the standard you can
achieve yourself, even after hours of hard work and elbow grease!
Ovenclean uses non-caustic materials, making no mess and
restoring your oven to ‘as good as new’."
And with the grass beginning to grow again, BS Mowers Ltd,
formerly based at Bath Road in Bitton but now operating from their
new site at Unit 16 on the Avonside Industrial Park in Feeder
Road, have some top tips for maintaining your lawn mower.
1. Have your machine serviced annually.
2. Clean your air filter regularly during the cutting season.
3. Make sure the blades are sharp, it’s more fuel efficient and less

strain on your machine.
4. Make sure all safety devices are functioning correctly. 
5. Check your engine oil before you use your machines as 50% of

all serviced machine shows signs of poor oil maintenance.
6. Regularly check all drive belt conditions as problems spotted

early can prevent expensive belt failure.
7. After cutting grass, clean the underside of your machine – wet,

lush grass left on the underside of steel decks can corrode the
body and cause an expensive cutter deck damage.

8. If your machine has grease nipples, get a good quality grease
gun and use a quality branded grease to lubricate them .

9. Follow all advice in your operator’s manual, especially service
schedule advice.

10. NEVER tip the machine over so the air filter is facing DOWN,
always tip your machine with the spark plug facing upwards.
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We can also take care of all your general 
building needs — structural alterations, 

carpentry, brickwork, fencing and decking

Insurance Work
Free Estimates 

All work Guaranteed

Master Bond 
Warranty 
Available

0117 932 5706 • 07770 303807
26 Roseville Avenue, Longwell Green, Bristol BS30 9UD

G D MEEK
YOUR LOCAL ROOFING COMPANY

Domestic And CommercialEst Over 20 Years

• Fibreglass Flat Roof
• The Complete Roofing 

Service
• Tiling & Slating
• Re-Felting & Battering
• uPVC Guttering, Fascias 

& Downpipes
• Chimney & Roof Repairs
• Lead Valley Repairs
• Storm Damage
• Velux Windows 24

 H
OUR 

CALL

OUT

Warmley 

World War One
exhibition 
A special exhibition about World War One opens at Kingswood
Heritage Museum on 1st April, and the centrepiece is a rare
Kingswood-made Douglas motorbike that was used on the front
line.
By the end of the Great War, the Douglas factory had made more
than 25,000 machines for the military.
Among the many exhibits are diary extracts of Private Albert
Cleaver, the grandfather of the museum’s current curator Alan
Bryant.

There is also a section
on the role of local
footwear factories,
including GB Britton,
which were making
boots for the soldiers,
alongside a feature on
the Warmley Grenadiers
– around 60 local
women who made hand
grenades.
Isaac Crane established

a fireworks factory in the 1890s just a few hundred yards from
Warmley Station but at the outbreak of World War One that
ceased and large supplies of hand grenades left the site via the
station to be transported to the war zones.
In lighter moments the girls from Crane’s were involved in sports
days against the Kingswood Douglas ladies. At the end of
hostilities, production at Warmley reverted back to fireworks.
There are also pictures in the exhibition of Cossham Hospital and
the now demolished Cleve Hill VA Hospital in Downend where
injured soldiers were treated, plus a section on the work of the Red
Cross during the war alongside a look at the work of the
organisation, which has a base in Warmley, today.
And the exhibition also takes a look at the war memorial in
Downend where there is a tribute to local Boy Scouts who
perished in the war.
From 1st April to 30th November the museum in Tower Lane,
Warmley, is open every Tuesday, Saturday and Sunday from 2pm
to 5pm. Entrance is £2 and under-12s are free, accompanied by a
parent or carer.

Fishponds 

Fire at Fishponds
greengrocer
Firefighters were called to a fire at Fishponds Fruit & Flowers
which caused heavy smoke logging to flats above and a
neighbouring property.
When they arrived at the premises in Fishponds Road last
Thursday night, they could see smoke coming from the shop
and had to use cutting equipment to get in due to the metal roller
shutters.

Six firefighters wearing breathing apparatus made a search and
two people in a flat above the shop next door were evacuated
and unharmed.
It is thought the fire, which was extinguished with four CO2
extinguishers, a 45mm jet and two high pressure hose reels,
started accidentally after an electrical fault.

Alan Bryant
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Building Services Building Services

Directory & What’s On

Car Services

G D MEEK
Your local builder
Structural alterations
Property maintenance
Partitions
Carpentry
Insurance work
Garden walls

T: 0117 932 5706
M: 07770 303807

CarpentryAdditional Income

Appliance Repairs

DEADLINE FOR PLACING DIRECTORY ADVERTS 
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Blinds

Carpet Fitters

Carpet Cleaning
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Directory & What’s On
Car Services

Clock Repairs

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Computers / IT

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym. T:
0117 986 1000.

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Dance Lessons

Electrical

Events

Events

Chimney Sweep

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Driveways

Furniture Makers

First Aid Training
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Garden ServicesGarden Services

Joinery

Directory & What’s On
Home

Improvements
Holidays

Hypnotherapy

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Hair & Beauty

Home Help

Home Maintenance

Locksmiths
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Directory & What’s On

Logs

Painting
& Decorating

Pest Control

Pawn Brokers

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com

PlasteringMobility Services

Pallets

Locksmiths

J Hodge 
Painting & Decorating 

Services     
Est 1968

Interior & Exterior work
Domestic & Commercial
Work - No job too small

FREE ETIMATES
Within 25 miles of Bristol
Telephone Stockwood

01275 835689
Mobile - 07889778242

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks
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Directory & What’s On

TV & Aerials

Taxis

Taxis

TherapiesStair Repairs

Roofing

Podiatry

PlumbersPlumbers

K R T Tyres
Part worn tyres

13” – 19”
Fitted and
balanced

07770 222 611
0117 986 0868
Brookleaze, Keynsham

BS31 2AL

Tyres

Sewing Lessons

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958
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Directory & What’s On
Waste Disposal

Venue Hire

The Week in
adverts

call  0117 986 0381

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

Window Cleaners

Keynsham 

Store gets refit
The McColl's store on Holmoak Road has recently undergone a
refit. 
The McColl's retail group has almost 1,300 stores nationwide,
and this branch, situated just across from The Charlton pub,

now stocks a greatly improved range of goods. The store serves
the local community between 6am and 10pm Monday to
Saturday, and 7am to 10pm on Sundays. 

Waste DisposalUniforms
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Trophy haul for
Kingswood dance school
Youngsters from Kingswood's
Style Dance Academy took part
in the Quay West
Championships in West Wales
earlier this month and came
away with a total of 43 trophies.
Dance teacher Sammy Jo
Gough took a group of eight
youngsters to the competition.
The children competed in solo,
pairs and trios categories,
winning outright in nine different
events including the overall
intermediate category. 
The competition had schools
competing from  England,
Ireland, Scotland  and Wales. 
Sammy Jo said: "I am so proud of each and
every child I took to the competition. We had
such a fun and successful weekend showing
that hard work and determination pay off."
The dancers were Grace Westwood, Ellis
Trohear, Hollie Pring, Faith Westwood, Layah

Bushell, Amelia Bull, Melanie West and Ashley
Winter.
Style Dance Academy, based at the Creative
Youth Network, teaches freestyle disco and
contemporary slow dance. Find out more at
www.styledanceacademy.co.uk

Saltford 

Spring
production
‘Nasty Things Murders’ and
‘Inheritance’ are the titles for
Saltford Drama Club’s spring
production, taking place on
27th, 28th and 29th March at
Saltford Hall.  The audiences
for the one-act plays will be
amused by the residents of a
retirement home for ladies in
Nasty Things Murders, and
kept in suspense as they try
to work out whether one of
them may or may not have
committed a murder. In
Inheritance, three daughters
desperately in need of money
are at their mother’s bedside
after she had a nasty fall.
Lots of family tension leads to
arguments, disappointments
and regrets, but the audience
will be kept guessing if her fall
was an accident.
During the interval between
the plays, the audience will
enjoy a ploughman’s supper
followed by dessert. 
Booking is essential. Call
0117 986 3530.
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Pupils learn about Barrs
Court history
On 18th March 20 members of the Barrs Court
School Environment Club dressed up in
historical costume to give out copies of their
brand new booklet ‘The Story of Barrs Court’.
Local environment group MOATivation have
been taking the children on a journey from
pre-Roman Britain, following the story of the
Barrs Court estate right up to modern times.
The club have learned about the families who
lived here, the kinds of houses they built, and
what they did with the land. 
In the process the children have produced
beautiful artwork and written work which
enhances and illustrates a 16-page booklet
authored by Lis Jardine, the chair of
MOATivation. The group was formed last year
after the Friends of Barrs Court Moat wound
up their operations after 25 years of caring for
the moat.
The group is working with English Heritage,
South Gloucestershire Council, the local
police and Oldland Parish Council on several
issues, including a replacement bridge, new

bins, discouraging anti-social behaviour and in
the long term dredging and relining the moat
which is leaking badly. 
Last Sunday a work day was held when
volunteers did litter picking, cut back
vegetation and pulled up reeds.

Clearing the moat

Brass Band
entertains
club members
Bristol Veterans' Brass
Band was in concert
recently at Kingswood
Salvation Army's Young at
Heart Club.

The club meets every
Tuesday afternoon from
2pm to 3.30pm. (266 Two
Mile Hill Road). 
There is a varied
programme each week, a
warm welcome, friendship
and fun are promised.
Membership is £1 which
includes refreshments. 
For more information
contact 0117 967 0996.
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Crossword Solution
V S E K T C T

J E S T M O N A R C H I S T
G A B E I A A

V E R G E R E X P O S U R E
T N Y E

D A T A O P P R O B R I U M
T T L O X N

S I D E O D D L Y P O P E
V G I G I L

S E L L B Y D A T E P E E K
I N E A

S W I Z Z L E S T H R E S H
A A U K E A A

E X T R A C T I O N C O N Y
Y D K D T K T

Find out more about
plans to amalgamate
Speedwell and
Kingswood fire stations

Warmley 

MP leads delegation to meet
Education Secretary in
campaign for Studio School

Avon Fire & Rescue Service (AF&RS) is inviting people to find
out more about its plans to amalgamate Speedwell and
Kingswood fire stations.
In January AF&RS announced plans to build three new fire
stations, a new headquarters and redevelop an existing fire
station under its ‘Investing for the future’ programme.
One of the proposals would see Kingswood Fire Station

upgraded and Speedwell Fire Station, which is less than two
miles away, close.
Chief Fire Officer Kevin Pearson said: “We want to hear the
views of people living and working in the Kingswood and
Speedwell areas.
“Whilst these plans would not result in changes to our response
standards in these areas, we feel it is important to engage with
the communities affected and ask for their feedback.
“Kingswood and Speedwell fire stations were inherited from two
county fire brigades so are less than two miles from each other.
“We will still be able to meet our commitment to respond to
emergencies in the area within eight minutes and want to
reassure local people that they will receive the same standard
of fire cover.”
During the upgrade works Kingswood Fire Station will close and
firefighters will respond from Speedwell Fire Station.
Details of the plans are now available in Hillfields, St George
and Kingswood libraries.

Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore organised a delegation to meet
Education Secretary Michael Gove as part of a campaign to
secure a Studio School on the site of the Grange School.
Last year the Grange was put into special measures after a
damning report by Ofsted. The Cabot Learning Federation,
which runs the nearby King’s Oak Academy and John Cabot
Academy in Kingswood, was sent in run it while talks were held
with the Department for Education about it becoming an
academy.
But the cost of repairing the run-down school has been put at
£10.5m and South Gloucestershire Council is now consulting on
the closure of the school in two years’ time.
There are hopes that a new Government-funded Studio School
– catering for 14 to 19-year-olds and combining academic
studies and work-based training, will be built on the site. As part
of the campaign to secure £3m of investment for a Studio
School, Mr Skidmore took Grange parent-governor Susan
House and parent Teresa Bultitude, along with council leader
Cllr John Calway and South Gloucestershire education leaders
to meet Michael Gove and Schools Minister Lord Nash.
During the meeting, the delegation highlighted the need for the
new school. Bids are open for funding until May and South
Gloucestershire Council is preparing an application with the
John Cabot Learning Federation. The Studio School bid is
backed by the school leadership team at the Grange.
Mr Skidmore said: “We still have to submit the bid for a Studio
School, but I wanted to impress upon the Education Secretary
and his Department that local parents, the local community and
the council are united in working towards getting the funding for
a Studio School for the Grange. I am determined to do all I can
to make this happen - a new Studio School would help to
transform the educational offering for our local area.”
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Golf 

Junior golf sessions

Football 

Another setback for
Keynsham Town

Football 

Keynsham footballers
score success with
gardening book

Youngsters aged from seven to 18 who would like to try playing
golf this summer are invited to join the successful junior section at
Saltford Golf Club.
It will be holding a junior club fortnightly throughout the season on
Sundays at 4pm from 6th April. Clubs and balls will be supplied.
The charge per session is £5 per child which includes a group
lesson with one of the coaching staff, play on the academy course
and food in the clubhouse afterwards. There is no need to book
ahead, just turn up on the day.  
There will also be a pre-season parents’ and juniors’ get-together
in the club house on Sunday, March 30th at 7 pm.
For queries about junior membership call 0117 947 5156.  

Two players from Keynsham Town Ladies' Football Club have hit
the literary headlines with their first published book.

Kate Collyns (left in picture),
who plays in the development
team at Keynsham has written
the debut book entitled
Gardening For Profit - From
Home Plot to Market Garden.
The book, published by Green
Books in paperback and priced

at £9.95, has been written by Kate, with all the illustrations drawn
by Sarah Bartlett (right), who plays in the  club’s reserve team. It
reflects the knowledge Kate has built up in developing her own
market garden business in Wiltshire.

Bowls 

Bowls club looking for
new members

Cup victory

Frys Bowls Club is looking for new members of all ages and
abilities. 
Home  matches are played in the grounds of the old Cadbury's
factory in Keynsham. There is a variety of league and friendly
matches, as well as club competitions running from mid-April to
September. The club is offering youth and social groups the
chance to try bowls as part of their  summer activities, free of
charge. All equipment will be provided. For more information
contact secretary Christopher Day on 01225 872959.
You can also visit www.frysbowlsclub.webs.com or come down to
the club and give bowls a try on Tuesday nights from 15th April.

AEK Boco Under 16s team won the Under 16s girls
Gloucestershire County Cup against Longwell Green Under 15
girls in a very entertaining game.
The younger Longwell squad were more than a match for their
older opponents and both teams did their clubs proud. 

After a run of good results in January and February taking them
away from the relegation danger zone, Keynsham Town’s recent
slump in form continued with a 2-0 away defeat at Wells City.
Keynsham began by gifting the home side two goals in the first 15
minutes. After seven minutes, the Ks’ centre-halves both left the
ball to each other and
Wells’ centre-forward ran
through unchallenged to
slot the ball past Matt
Dunk. Then things
became worse when
after an indecisive
moment by Dunk, Ben
Stiff managed to bundle
the ball into his own
goal. 
After this comedy of errors, there was little to shout about for the
Ks for the rest of the game. They thought they had pulled a goal
back five minutes before the break with a looping header, but after
the referee gave the goal, his assistant ruled it out for a foul on the
Wells custodian. Pat Davison then had a chance to halve the
deficit right on half-time, but he shot straight at the keeper when
through on goal.
Keynsham started the second half in attacking mood, but were
unable to create many clear-cut chances. Things became worse
with 20 minutes remaining when a Wells defender scythed down
Ryan Ashwood, who had to go off with a shoulder injury. Wells’
keeper made an instinctive save from a Pat Davison shot and was
then in just the right place to grasp a header from substitute Chris
Lewis. The only plus point for the Ks was a welcome return from a
long-term injury for Rich Healey, who put in his usual good shift in
midfield.
This defeat keeps Keynsham seven points above the drop zone
with seven games left to play.
Next up for the Ks is a home game at the AJN Stadium against
Warminster Town on Saturday 29th March (kick-off 3pm). There
will also be a Race Night in the clubhouse after this game – tickets
cost £5 per person or £10 for a family of four (pay on the door).

Sudoku Solutions
9 2 8 7 5 4 6 3 1
5 1 7 6 3 8 4 9 2
3 4 6 9 1 2 5 7 8
6 3 1 8 9 5 7 2 4
8 7 9 2 4 1 3 5 6
4 5 2 3 6 7 8 1 9
1 9 4 5 8 3 2 6 7
2 6 5 4 7 9 1 8 3
7 8 3 1 2 6 9 4 5

6 4 8 5 2 1 7 3 9
1 2 3 9 7 6 5 4 8
5 9 7 8 3 4 2 1 6
3 5 9 7 6 8 1 2 4
8 1 6 4 5 2 3 9 7
2 7 4 1 9 3 6 8 5
9 3 1 6 4 5 8 7 2
4 8 5 2 1 7 9 6 3
7 6 2 3 8 9 4 5 1
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