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Tributes to Tony Benn
Tony Benn, the veteran left-wing
politician who was Bristol South
East MP for more than 30 years,
died last Friday at the age of 88.
Tributes have been paid to Mr Benn who
passed away peacefully at his home and
a book of condolence has been placed
by his bust in the Council House in
Bristol for people to share their
memories and thoughts.

Kerry McCarthy, Labour’s Bristol East
MP, said so many people loved and
admired Mr Benn. “He was a very kind,
generous person who had time for
people as well as being this big national
figures in politics,” she said.
St George West Labour councillor Ron
Stone, who knew Mr Benn for over half
a century, said: “He was the finest
constituency MP you would ever find.”
He also called him a “great
communicator” who could help people
understand complex issues.

Labour & Co-Operative councillor for St
George East, Fabian Breckels, said he
was “stunned” by the new of Mr Benn’s
death: “He was a key figure in East

Bristol politics for years and will be
missed.”
South Bristol MP and Deputy Speaker of
the House of Commons Dawn
Primarolo, who knew Tony Benn for 38
years, said: “He was a hugely talented
generous man who passionately
believed that all of us had something to
contribute.
“He believed that democracy was about
pooling our ideas and building a better
world. He believed people in power
should always be held to account.”

And
Jo
McCarron,
Labour’s
Parliamentary candidate for Kingswood,
said: “Very sad to hear of the death of
the great Tony Benn – a truly
inspirational man.”

Conservative Treasury Minister Sajid
Javid, who went to Downend School,
tweeted: “As young boy in Bristol, grew
up admiring Tony Benn, despite politics.
Very sad to hear he has passed away. A
man of principle and compassion.”
Tony Benn entered Parliament in
December 1950 as the youngest MP in
the chamber. During his career he was
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Secretary of State for Industry in 1974
under Harold Wilson and went on to
become Secretary of State for Energy.
In 1983, boundary changes saw his
Bristol South East seat disappear and
he lost the new seat of Bristol East to
Conservative Jonathan Sayeed.
He was not out of Parliament for long
and won the 1984 Chesterfield byelection.

Tony Benn finally stood down from
Parliament before the 2001 election in
order, as he put it, “to spend more time
on politics”.
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B&NES Core Strategy
hearings recommence
The next stage in B&NES Council's effort to have its Core
Strategy adopted gets under way next week with a series of
public meetings.
The government planning inspector suspended the process in
late 2012 amid concerns that the council had not made
sufficient provision for future housing needs in the district over
the coming 15 years. By March 2013, B&NES had identified
areas in Bath, Keynsham and Whitchurch which could be
removed from Green Belt controls and allocated for future
home building. This included parcels of land on the east side of
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Keynsham as well as an extension
to the K2A site off Charlton Road.
In Whitchurch, areas around
Staunton Lane have also been
identified for up to 200 houses.

The Core Strategy is effectively the council's economic
blueprint for the next 15 years and, once adopted, forms the
basis of future planning policy in the area. Until the plan is
adopted, the path is potentially open for speculative planning
applications in the Green Belt such as the ones recently seen
in Saltford and Whitchurch.
The examination in public re-starts next week and runs for three
weeks. The first session is from Tuesday 25th March to Friday
28th March at the Illustrious Suite at Bath Rugby Club. The
Inspector will consider the council's 5 year housing supply
calculation and review the revised timetable for adoption of the
strategy.

Between 1st to 4th April he will consider the proposed Green
Belt land allocations and Bath and Keynsham. The venue for
this session is the Banqueting Room at Bath Guildhall. This is
also the location for the final week's hearing from 8th to 10th
April which will review the Green Belt options in Whitchurch.
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Controversial Harolds Way care
home scheme is approved
Hanham

There was dismay and anger in the council chamber in Kingswood
last Thursday when controversial plans for a 107-bed care home
for the elderly in Hanham were given the go-ahead.
South Gloucestershire Council’s Development Control (East)
Committee spent a long time discussing Springfield Pension Fund’s

outline application which was referred to them by local councillor John
Goddard on access and safety grounds in the narrow approaches to
Harolds Way.

In 2012, the Springfield Pension Fund lost its appeal, having had
planning permission refused by the council for a care home on the
overgrown plot running from Magpie Bottom to Harolds Way. But at the
time the planning inspector Gyllian Grindey was not worried about
access but the closeness of the building to the High Street.
At the end of last year Springfield submitted a revised scheme for a
107-bed care centre in two buildings, the main one being an extension
of Harolds Way and the other fronting the High Street near the
roundabout, but set further back.
In total more than 70 objections were received from local residents as
well as local councillors and Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore.

Local concerns focus on vehicle access via Harolds Way and the fact
that the parking situation on residential streets in Hanham has
deteriorated noticeably since Hanham Community Centre restricted
parking to its own users, leading to a loss of 120 parking spaces. Tesco
also has permission to open a store on the old Kleeneze site which
when it opens will cause more traffic movements.
Local councillor Heather Goddard said that the possibility of a one-way

The Week in • Thursday 20th March 2014

scheme being introduced at
Crews Hole would also push
more traffic on to the main
A431 in Hanham.

Speaking on behalf of local
residents, several of whom were at the meeting, Rob Sutton said the
access to the site was “convoluted” and that the traffic report drawn up
was four years old.
He said the proposed building fronting the High Street was still
overbearing as it was only being moved back by three metres.

Mr Sutton said the developer had made no attempt to communicate
with local people about the scheme.
Local councillor John Goddard urged the committee to delay making a
decision to allow for a new traffic survey to be carried out.

But planning chiefs considered the scheme provided adequate onsite
car parking provision (35 spaces) and would not lead to an increase in
on-street parking.
As access had not been an issue for the inspector, it was not felt that
could be used as a reason to reject this application.

Cllr Pat Hockey (Lib Dem, Frampton Cotterell) said the inspector had
“shot us in the foot” over the access issue.

Outline permission was granted which drew an angry response from
the public gallery. One councillor, Gareth Manson (Labour, Woodstock)
voted against it and was cheered and thanked by residents.
The developers will come back at some point with detailed plans.
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Oldland Common man jailed
for £400k counterfeit scam

An Oldland Common man who earned over £400,000 from
selling counterfeit car accessories and also fraudulently claimed
benefits with his wife has been jailed for 20 months.

At Bristol Crown Court last Tuesday Neil Edgell, of Cook Close, got
11 months for counterfeiting and nine months for fraudulently
receiving benefits.

At a previous court appearance in February he had

pleaded guilty to 27 charges under the Trade Marks
Act relating to selling and possessing counterfeit

accessories for luxury vehicle brands such as

BMW, Mercedes and Porsche. He also admitted

the benefit fraud.

Mrs Edgell had pleaded guilty to benefit fraud offences

at an appearance last December and last week she received an

eight-month sentence, suspended for two years. She was also
ordered to pay costs of £2,376.

The court heard that the Edgells had individually claimed state

benefits on the basis that they had no earned income. During the

course of their claims the couple made a number of false statements
which resulted in them fraudulently receiving in excess of £46,000 in
benefits over three years. The overpayment is being repaid.

South Gloucestershire Trading Standards took on the counterfeiting

case after a test purchase of a BMW foot pedal set and vehicle badge
was made from Neil Edgell’s company website. The items, which
bore the BMW ‘M’ logo, were counterfeit. Further checks revealed
sales of similar items by Neil Edgell on eBay.

A warrant was executed at his home address and a related address

in November 2011 when significant quantities of similar vehicle
accessories were seized, along with other suspected counterfeit

items such as copies of Microsoft Office Professional 2010 software
and Bang & Olufsen headphones.

A number of laptop computers were also seized as well as

information indicating that benefit claims were being made from the

Cook Close address. This information was shared with the benefit
fraud team.

Leading the trading standards investigation for South Gloucestershire

Council, Neil Derrick said: “Online payment service checks revealed
over three years Mr Edgell had sold approximately 20,000 items of
suspected counterfeit car accessories.

“Of these, more than 15,000 were fake BMW vehicle accessories,

generating an estimated income in excess of £400,000, according to
his Paypal records.”
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Hollyguest Road
development gets
the go-ahead
Hanham

Controversial plans to knock down a bungalow and build three
houses on land at Hollyguest Road were approved by South
Gloucestershire Council’s Development Control East
Committee last Thursday.

Local councillor John Goddard had asked members to reject the
scheme for No 38, saying that even though the site was large
enough to accommodate three houses, the size, mass and
height of the proposed large four-bedroom property at the rear more than two and a half times the size of the other two - would
be overbearing for people living in Tyler Close and was sited far
too close to the boundary.

There were 10 local objections, with some neighbours
considering that the application was being driven by the
developer to maximise profit with very little consideration for the
neighbourhood.
But applicant Chris Wheadon said that he and his wife were not
in it as developers but as a family trying to build a home.

Jumble sale
Whitehall

A jumble sale will take place on Saturday 29th March at 2pm at
Scout HQ, Whitehall Road, in aid of the 32nd Bristol (1st
Whitehall) Scout Group.
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Opening day for new
Waitrose branch
Keynsham

The new Waitrose in Broadmead Lane was officially opening its
doors at 8am today (Thursday, 20th March).

The store, formerly the Co-op, was due to be unveiled by the
chairman of Keynsham Town Council, Cllr Clive Fricker, who
was joining manager James Baldry in welcoming the first
customers.

Waitrose Keynsham has confirmed that Keynsham Dial-a-Ride,
the Friends of Manor Road Woodland and the charity
Butterflies-Haven are the first local causes to benefit from its
Community Matters ‘green token’ scheme. At the end of the
month, £1,000 will be divided between the three charities
according to the number of tokens received from customers.
Customers can nominate different charities each month,
resulting in a total of £12,000 donated each year.

The store will also be launching its Partner volunteering
initiatives which will see 250 staff working hours a year donated
to local projects and causes.
Waitrose Keynsham will be run by a team of around 200
Partners, including the former Co-op employees and 125 new
members of staff. They have all become Partners in the John
Lewis Partnership and as such, will be entitled to benefits
including a say in how the business is run, leisure and learning
subsidies and an annual bonus. Last year every employee
received the equivalent of nine weeks’ wages in bonus.
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Charity walk in memory of Georgie
A Keynsham man is walking from the town to Bude
in Cornwall to raise money in memory of his niece
who died last year from epilepsy.
Dave Sherwin - who has the nickname Pasty - is doing the walk
for Georgie Butler, who died in October after a 20-year battle
with the disease.

Dave set off on Tuesday (18th March) from The Old Bank in
Keynsham High Street. Among those accompanying him for the
first mile were supporters including Bristol Rovers’ chaplain
David Jeal and local author Chris Brown.
Dave is being accompanied on his 130-mile journey by a
support vehicle and is carrying collecting tins so that he can get
donations en route.
He plans to arrive in time for a special fundraising event on
Saturday (22nd March) in the village of Marhamchurch near
Bude where both he and Georgie grew up.
Dave said: “Georgie had suffered all her life but never moaned
and always said she was glad it was her who had to contend
with this illness, rather than her two younger sisters. The nature
of her epilepsy was not as common as some as she suffered
nocturnal seizures which happened every night for 20 years,
meaning she never had a restful sleep.

“Some nights Georgie would fit all night, one after another, but
she dealt with this awful card in a brave, positive manner.
Georgie packed an awful lot into her short life and in December
2012 became a mummy to her beautiful little girl, my greatniece Cali.

“On 22nd March Georgie would have been 21 and because we
as a family can't celebrate that with her, we wanted to raise
awareness for epilepsy and money for the Epilepsy Society, to
may be help with research for others who suffer, and as
Georgie's dad Neal also has the same condition, it is close to
all our hearts.“

Sudoku
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Shane England-Gregory, support vehicle driver, Dave Sherwin and
chaplain David Jeal.

On the 22nd there will be a fundraising event in the village hall
in Marhamchurch. Dave’s sister Wendy, a hairdresser, will be
doing cuts for £5 with all donations going to the Epilepsy
Society. There will be a raffle with prizes donated by local
businesses and a tea shop will serve refreshments all day.
Meanwhile Dave’s youngest sister Sue (Georgie's mum) and a
friend are having their heads shaved for the cause.

You can sponsor Dave at http://www.justgiving.com/DavidSherwin

There are also collection tins at the Old Bank in Keynsham and
at Kingswood Café on Hanham Road in Kingswood.

The Week In on line

Keep up to date with local news as it happens at

www.theweekin.co.uk

Follow us @theweekineditor

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
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Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)
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Sunday 23rd March
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Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)
Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)
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Letters

Head’s letter after Ofsted
report

Dear Sir,
Last week you featured our recent Ofsted
inspection report and I thought your readers
might like to hear about some of the things
we are doing at St Keyna to ensure that our
children receive a high standard of
education.
Our good and outstanding teachers are
working hard to support colleagues to
ensure that everyone is performing at a level
at which all children will learn effectively.
We have tightened up our assessment and
target setting so that every child’s progress
is rigorously monitored in detail at least six
times per year. We are also offering more
opportunities for parents and carers to come
into school and hear about their child’s
progress and how they can offer support at
home.
We are giving our subject leaders more noncontact time to monitor the quality of
teaching and learning across the school.
Through observing and analysing lessons,
curriculum plans and children’s books, our
leadership team are in a position to offer
feedback for improvement and support to
their colleagues.
Whole school topics really help to fire the
children’s enthusiasm for learning. The
autumn term saw us launching a project
called ‘Whatever floats your boat’. This
imaginative project involved class visits to
Bristol Docks, the Aquarium, SS Great
Britain and a boat trip. The children also took
part in a fun assembly where pupils and staff
shared the hobbies that ‘float their boat’
including rugby, Grand Prix, Marvel comics
and baking.
Our Year 5 pupils have been having a great
time developing their dramatic skills whilst
working on a production of Macbeth with
coaches from the Egg Theatre in Bath and
all our children have been developing a
range of entrepreneurial skills during our
Enterprise Week. Each class are given £20
to invest in a business of their choice and the
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winning class get to keep their £20 to spend
on something for the class. Ideas this year
include a nail bar, pizza parlour, popcorn and
movie afternoon and an Easter fun day.
Our governing body were judged to be very
effective in the challenge and support they
provide. Chair of governors Christine
Jorgensen wrote to parents saying: “The
inspectors left knowing that the school
community is determined to continue the
work already started to ensure that all pupils
receive a high standard of education at St
Keyna. Our school motto is Together We
Achieve More. As a TEAM we can and will
rise to the challenges that the future will
bring. It is a privilege to know such a
dedicated team of staff who go the extra mile
for the children in their care.”
We are fully committed to building on our
existing strengths at St Keyna with the
support of parents and our governing body.
Although we still have work to do, we are
pleased that the inspectors found much to
congratulate us on - particularly the care that
we show to each and every one of our
pupils.
Adrienne Hughes
Headteacher
St Keyna Primary School

Campaign thanks

Dear Editor,
As a Saltford resident, I am delighted to hear
that Eric Pickles, the Secretary of State for
Communities and Local Government, has
turned down Crest Nicholson’s application to
build 99 houses in Saltford’s Green Belt.
May I through your publication, thank all
those who have supported the campaign
against this proposal. Thanks to everyone
who signed the petition, wrote letters of
objection, and attended the public inquiry.
Particular thanks should go to our Local
Member of Parliament, Saltford B&NES
councillors, the parish council and Phil
Harding, of the Saltford Environment Group.
Pressure on the Green Belt around
Keynsham and Saltford continues and
residents should be aware that the next
series of inspector’s hearings related to his
examination of B&NES’ Core Strategy start
this month and that these include the Green

Belt around Keynsham and Saltford.
Adrian Betts

Horace returns

Dear Stephen,
I am looking forward to bringing my play An
Audience With Horace Batchelor to the Fear
Hall on Saturday 12th April. After the
wonderful reception we had for the previews
at the Pomegranate restaurant last year, it’s
lovely that we can return the proper
production to its rightful place, and my home
town, Keynsham, that’s K-E-Y-N-S-H-A-M!
After the previews, I had lots of people
asking questions and sharing their memories
with me, so this time we are going to have a
question and answer session after the show
where actor Roland, Ed the director and
myself can be quizzed.
I look forward to hearing the audience’s
memories of this colourful local character and if it’s anything like last time, they will
range from the glowing to the downright
sordid!
Kevin Cattell

How will Keynsham people
vote next year?

Dear Stephen,
So there we have it – through all our rallying
and requests for assistance from our MP, the
people of Keynsham lost out and have K2
with its one access road and Cadbury’s with
its one-access road.
Our MP was nowhere to be seen. But the
people of Saltford somehow managed to
attract Jacob Rees-Mogg and he appears to
have helped them all the way to the top, with
a rejection of the plans for 99 homes.
I wonder if this will have an influence when
the people of Keynsham vote next year?
Russ Pococok
KRAK2

Pay scandal

Dear Editor,
£350,000 per week, £50,000 per day, £2,083
per hour, £34.72 per minute: that’s how
much Wayne Rooney earns. Even the
swindling chief bankers can’t match that!
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Letters

What sort of disgusting insanity is it when a
man can earn so much for kicking a ball
around? My cousin, who has 20 years of
experience in social care, physically
assisting mental health and Alzheimer’s
sufferers, can command the princely sum of
£9.50 an hour!
The importance of a person is whether their
contribution to society will be missed if not
around. So. . . make your choice between
footballers or social services’ carers.
I cannot understand why football supporters,
many of whom will be low wage earners,
tolerate these obscene wages for their idols.
They should be turning their backs on the
clubs. Will one of them please explain?
Alan Elkan
Downend

HorseWorld closure
concerns

Dear Sir,
I am very disappointed by the decision of the
board of management at HorseWorld to
close the visitor centre at short notice.
The behaviour of the chief executive has
been appalling. He has refused to allow the
GMB union to be included in meetings with
the staff.
After planning permission to convert the
present visitor centre into new homes and
the centre to be moved to the welfare yard
was refused, it was unclear exactly when the
closure would take place until three days
before. We were informed on Tuesday 10th
February that the yard would close on the
Friday.
No chance to use up the foodstuff in the
cafe, no chance to sell the goods in the
HorseWorld shop, no prior notice to rehome
the chickens, goats, ferrets or rabbits - this
will all be done at short notice.
Why the sudden rush to close the centre,
which until 2012, when accounts were
submitted separately, was showing a small
profit? The welfare yard meanwhile lost £2
million over the past five years, this despite

the wealth of experience and business
knowledge of the board of management.
Why has no effective fundraising been put in
place during this period?
Why close the part of the organisation which
is making a profit, however small?
What happens to the members who have
been buying annual membership as recently
as December?
How much goodwill has been lost?
How will the deficit in funds be made up?
What will happen to the unused visitor
centre?
I intend to contact the Charity Commission
and raise the above concerns.
Sheila Reid, Whitchurch

Why we need a station

Dear Stephen,
In recent issues, Judy and Mike Reed have
questioned whether Saltford needs a railway
station - the answer is a definite yes!
Public transport in the Bristol area is terrible.
I am 23 years old and I don't have the luxury
of a free bus pass. The thought of being able
to get into Bristol for a night out or a day out
to Weymouth without the need for driving is
great. The majority of people who live in
Saltford and would use the train would walk
to the station, not drive! The amount of car
journeys it would save would more than
counter any traffic increase along the A4.
Nearly all of my friends and family would
regularly use the train and they hope it
happens as soon as possible. As the
exhibition showed, there will be plenty of
parking provided.
Kyle Rice, Saltford

Bin charge ‘smear’

Dear Sir,
I have just read the two letters in Issue 310
of The Week In regarding bin charges and
would like to make the following comments.
Firstly, I have no particular political affiliation
but I do take a healthy interest in all the
current events in our locality and give equal
consideration to any conflicting points of
view. In this respect, the letter submitted by
April Begley reflects the truth in my opinion,
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as against that submitted by Cllr Adams. His
letter makes no mention at all of the difficult
choice the councillors had to make between
bin charges or other cuts, such as library and
public toilet closures or car parking charges.
I am a great user of public libraries. Indeed,
this letter is both composed and written in a
library as I do not own a computer. I also
pick up a copy of The Week In at my local
library. In other words, I may not have been
able to have read the articles and most
certainly not been able to have sent this
letter without them.
I will not be signing the petition being sent
out by the Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore to
oppose the bin charges because, quite
deliberately, it does not tell the whole story.
The only reason I assume it has been
circulated is to smear the Labour Party.
Joyce Trevallyan
Local resident

Chew Valley and Keynsham
Befriender Group

Dear Editor,
It may interest your readers that we are
celebrating the 22nd year anniversary of a
group of volunteers quietly befriending
people with mental health problems or
experiencing mental distress.
It was started by Bridget Smith and she
continues to fulfil the vital role of coordinator, arranging a short preparation
course for volunteers, making the first visit
after a referral and matching them to a
befriender.
As a GP commented: “The Befrienders are a
good example of a high quality organisation
responding to the needs of people suffering
mental distress. It seems to have the right
blend of professionalism and friendliness.
Everyone involved is an unpaid volunteer
and the reward is to be able to help in some
small, simple way and enjoy new
friendships.”
If anyone would like to know more phone
Bridget on 01275 472798 or visit
www.befriender.org.uk
Julia Scott
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Concern over bus service
changes

Dear Sir,
You recently reported on changes and
improvements to bus services in the area
from mid-April.
Court Road in Hanham was until recently
served by three buses – the 42, 318 and
581.
The 318, which served Frenchay Hospital,
was taken away, making it more difficult to
get to the hospital - either a walk to
Kingswood or two buses instead of one.
The 518, which currently starts at the
Maypole, is to be replaced by the 81 which
will start at Kingswood. This bus serves
Cossham Hospital so again, more difficult to
get to the hospital. It is ironic that we have
just received a letter from our doctor stating
that services are being moved to Cossham an improvement (if only it was easy to get
there).
Being cynical, I wonder if the decision about
the 518 was based on passenger numbers
between the Maypole and Kingswood,
because recently the drivers have not been
giving out tickets and simply waved the
passengers on.

Services are being transferred from
Frenchay to Southmead Hospital, which is
further away, but will be served by the new
17 route (replacing 507) - would it be
possible to re-route this service up Mount
Hill Road and Court Road instead of Lower
Hanham Road, which already is a busy route
with a bottleneck at Beacon Rise School?
This would make use of the existing bus
stops which have only recently been
upgraded at some expense, just prior to
becoming obsolete.
Changes to bus services are all very well,
provided they do give a better service to
passengers - especially when they provide
transport to hospital. These changes seem
designed to make these journeys more of an
ordeal at a time when patients don't need the
hassle.
James Wilkinson
Mount Hill Road
Hanham

Foreign currency appeal

Dear Sir,
Do you have any foreign currency lying
around in a drawer or flight bag from your
last holiday?
Perhaps it`s too small an amount to worth
changing so you`ve just held on to it, or
maybe you keep meaning to, but forget?
RP Fighting Blindness is launching a Foreign
Currency Appeal for all coins and notes from
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Write to us

The Week In is independent of any political or commercial
interest. We aim to produce a balanced and accurate
view of local news and welcome comments from our
readers.

Normally, we will publish letters in full but reserve the right
to shorten or clarify the contents or to refuse publication.
Please try to keep letters under 300 words and supply your
full name and address for reasons of authentication. Only
the name and district where you live will be reproduced.
Anonymity is possible under certain circumstances.
Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices no later than
5.30pm on the Monday of each week. E-mail
to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

ACROSS

Crossword
1

any country. Please do consider sending us
your leftover holiday money – even a
relatively small denomination can equal a
large amount if enough people do it!
Older currencies no longer in use also have
a value to collectors, so if you have any old
Francs, Pesetas or Lira, please send those
too.
For more information email
bristolsglosfightingblindness@gmail.com
Ron & Gina Pritchard
Bristol South Gloucestershire Coordinators
RP Fighting Blindness
22 Huckford Road
Winterbourne BS361EA

8 Thin decorative strip of material (6)
9 Secretive scheme (8)
10 A refined man (4)
11 Steep slope (10)
12 Conceited (4)
13 Adhering to Islam (10)
17 Religious song (4)
18 The currency of Poland (5)
19 A platform extending into the water (4)
21 Type of military aircraft (4,6)
23 Narcotic (4)
24 Random inspections (4-6)
28 A symbol (4)
29 Hazardous building material (8)
30 Cream and chocolate pastry (6)

DOWN
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Across
8 Thin decorative strip of material (6)

Down

1 Acidic tasting (8)
2 Doing without (10)
3 Short piece of music between acts (10)
4 Reduced Instruction Set Computer (4)
5 To mix ingredients (4)
6 A thin skin or membrane (4)
7 One old pound and a shilling (6)
14 Nuclear weapon (1-4)
15 Female mayors (10)
16 Type of shoe (10)
20 Feeling of great happiness (8)
22 Weight a horse must carry in a handicap
race (6)
25 Slow, arduous journey (4)
26 Hostility, animosity towards (4)
27 A blunt weapon (4)
The Week in • Thursday 20th March 2014

1 Acidic tasting (8)

No EU funding for flood damage, says minister
Money may be 'no object' for the government as the clean
up continues following the recent floods - but it appears
none of it will be coming from the European Solidarity
Fund.
The fund was set up to respond to major natural disasters after the
severe floods in Central Europe in the summer of 2002. Since then,

it has been used for over fifty disasters covering a range of different
events including floods, forest fires, earthquakes, storms and

drought. Twenty countries have been supported so far for an
amount of more than 3.5 billion euros. Great Britain has made one
call on the fund in 2007 following the summer floods in
Gloucestershire.

Ashley Fox (c) at the Lock Keeper pub in January

In January, two of the region's MEPs visited parts of the River Avon

industry increased its current estimation of the costs from £400m to

came to Saltford and the following week, Ashley Fox inspected the

Reacting to the announcement Ms Girling said: “This is an

which had been affected by the recent floods. Sir Graham Watson
damage at the Lock Keeper pub in Keynsham. Both urged the

government to submit a claim to the fund within the 10-week
deadline.

Last week however, Dan Rogerson, the Parliamentary Under
Secretary of State for Water, Rural Affairs and Resource

Management said he had “no plans to make a call on the EU
Solidarity Fund to help the South West.”

In a letter to another South West Region MEP, Julie Girling, the
minister said he did not believe the estimated cost of the flood

damage would reach the required threshold for calls on the fund.
Significantly, the day after his announcement, the insurance
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£450m - still way short of Mr Rogerson's threshold however.

extremely frustrating situation. I have pushed the Government to
apply for this funding on behalf of our hardest hit communities.

Here we have a perfect example of where the EU can actually offer
assistance to the UK and the Minister in charge of flooding doesn’t
want to know.

"Having been involved in the successful claim for EU Solidarity

Funding as a Gloucestershire County Councillor in 2007, I can
attest to the real benefits this money was able to secure.

"We pay to be members of the EU and should therefore be applying
for help from the EU Solidarity Fund to assist our flood affected
communities.”
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Albert retires at 90

One of the UK’s oldest workers, 90-year-old Albert
Billington from Longwell Green, has retired from his job as
a greeter at B&Q.
Colleagues at the Longwell Green store said goodbye to the
company’s oldest employee at a champagne reception.
Albert now plans to spend more time with his grandchildren.

Sun shines on St
Patrick’s parade
through Redfield

Hundreds of people of all ages turned out for Sunday’s sundrenched annual St Patrick’s Parade through Redfield.
The Bristol Irish Society has been organising the parade since
2000. Many people taking part in the procession and those
watching were in costumes or dressed in the colours of the Irish
flag.

The festival atmosphere was helped by Ireland winning the Six
Nations on Saturday and many people in the procession carried
pictures of Brian O’Driscoll. The Irish icon ended his career last
weekend.

He worked for B&Q for more than 23 years, starting at 67 after
retiring from a career in the print industry. He served as the car
park attendee at the Sutton store for 13 years until he left to join
Bristol Longwell Green as the store greeter.
Store manager Matt Preece said: “We are sad to see Albert go
but wish him the very best for his much-earned retirement. To
still be working at aged 90 is no mean feat and Albert is a muchloved colleague who does a great job greeting our customers.

Leading the procession, which began at St Patrick’s Catholic
Primary School, were the Avon Glen Pipes & Drums.

“He has been a shining example of the fact that age really is just
a number.”
B&Q is proud of the diversity within its workforce with over a
quarter (28%) of store employees aged over 50.
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Networking event

St George

Local groups, organisations and clubs will have the chance to
promote themselves and recruit new members and volunteers
at the event in Mendip Hall from 7pm to 8.30pm. The event is
being hosted by Keynsham Town Council.

St George in Bloom will be officially launched for 2014 at the St
George Community Fair at St Aidan’s Church Hall this Saturday
(22nd March).

Keynsham

A community networking event is taking place at Wellsway
School on Wednesday 26th March.

Among those taking part will be the new resident-led Keynsham
in Bloom Community Group which is looking to work with
residents, businesses, schools, institutions or community
groups. For more information contact Denise James, chair of
Keynsham in Bloom Community Group, on 0797 591 1137.
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Vacancy to fill?

Community to come
together at fair

The fair will be opened at 11am by the Lord Mayor of Bristol, Cllr
Faruk Choudhury and will run until 2pm.

Residents, community groups, schools, allotments, shops and
businesses in St George are invited to showcase the area this
summer by making a colourful display. Details of the categories
for entries and entry forms will be available.
And the St George Neighbourhood Action Group (SNAG) set up
to fight the controversial Crews Hole one-way scheme will also
have a stall.

Situations Vacant

Advertising in The Week In is an effective and low cost
option. Call Tracy or Jodie on 0117 986 0381. Deadline for
Situations Vacant advert bookings is 4.00pm on the
FRIDAY preceding publication.
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Saltford
Controversial
New classrooms at
housing estate
primary school
plans for Chew
Valley are rejected

Saltford Primary School has announced plans for a new block to
house its Reception classes.

Lady Rees-Mogg’s controversial planning application
to build 19 homes at Hinton Blewett were rejected by
B&NES Council last Wednesday.

After the plans were lodged, her son, North East Somerset MP
Jacob Rees-Mogg, found himself at the centre of a row involving
his constituents.
At the time he told The Week In that as an MP he had no
authority over planning so could only pass on people’s views to
the council. He said that when Green Belt land was under
discussion he could ask ministers to ‘call in’ applications but the
land in question was not Green Belt.
The Hinton Blewett Action Group was set up to fight the scheme
and more than 50 letters of objection were sent to B&NES. Local
people said that greenfield sites should be preserved and that
the development was too large for their small village. They were
worried about poor access and said Hinton Blewett did not have
the amenities to cope with an influx of 40-plus more residents.
The scheme was turned down by B&NES’ Development Control
Committee because it was deemed unacceptable in principle.

The Week in • Thursday 20th March 2014

Subject to planning permission the new two-classroom building
will be on the edge of the field, next to Tiddlers Nursery.
Drawings of the new building will shortly be available.
It is hoped the new suite of rooms and outdoor covered play
area will be open ready for the autumn term.

In September 2012 the school increased its pupil admission
numbers from 50 to 60 children and from this September will be
opening its 13th class. It is anticipated that the 14th classroom
will open in September 2017. Until then there will be some
mixed age classes.
There are no plans to increase admission numbers any further.

Floral art
Saltford

Saltford Floral Club will hold a practice class called The Darling
Buds of May, with Deb King, at 2pm at Saltford Hall on Thursday
27th March.
Visitors are welcome. The price is £4 including tea. For more
information call 01225 873380.
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Public meeting to discuss
‘rat run’ safety concerns
Kingswood

A public meeting is being held to discuss how best to
solve the ongoing road safety issue in Tenniscourt
Road before a new 420-place primary school is built
opposite King's Oak Academy.
The meeting has been organised by MP Chris Skidmore and is
backed by Richard Jones, who lives next to the pedestrian
crossing near Kings Oak.
The crossing currently is partially obscured to oncoming traffic
from Deanery Road.
The problem was highlighted earlier this month when a pupil
was involved in an accident with a car at the crossing. He is not
believed to have been seriously hurt.

Mr Skidmore said: 'I know how busy the crossing by King's Oak
can get when the school day ends. I worked hard to secure the
funds from the Government for a new primary school to be
installed by King's Oak which will open in September 2015, but
we also need to ensure that road safety measures are improved
ready for the opening of the new school.
"I am concerned that at the moment Tenniscourt Road is being
used as a rat run off the ring road, and I've witnessed for myself
the heavy lorries that use the road. We need to start acting now

18

Chris Skidmore MP and Richard Jones at the pedestrian crossing
on Tenniscourt Road

to get road safety measures in place that will genuinely improve
safety for local children, which is why I have organised a public
meeting so that residents can discuss what ideas would work
best."

The meeting will take place on Friday 28th March at 2pm at the
Made Forever Youth Club.
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Oldfield governors keen to regain
trust, says new chair
A new chairman of governors has been
appointed at beleaguered Oldfield School
which draws students from East Bristol
and South Gloucestershire as well as
B&NES.
Stuart Weatherall succeeds Julie Cope
who will stay as vice chair.

Meanwhile a public meeting will take place
on Wednesday 26th March to discuss
concerns over the running of the school in
the wake of an Ofsted inspection last
December. It will be held at All Saints
Church Centre in Weston at 7.30pm.

A partial inspection report was published
earlier this year, expressing concerns
about the relationship between the
governors and headteacher Kim Sparling.
But more than 1,000 people have signed a
petition calling for the Department for
Education to make an unpublished Ofsted
report public although many people have
subsequently been able to read it after it
was leaked on the website of a children’s
charity.
In a letter to parents Mr Weatherall said:

“Recent weeks have been difficult for
Oldfield School and we, the governing
body, recognise the vital importance of
regaining and thereafter retaining the trust
of students, parents, staff and the wider
community.
“We are determined to address the issues
facing the school, including those arising
from the Ofsted inspection in December
2013, and subsequently, by staff and
others.
We will be placing the
safeguarding and achievement of students
at the centre of everything we do and will
be engaging with parents, staff, trade
unions, the local authority and others to
understand their concerns and take
appropriate action to address them.
“Informed by the findings of the recent
Department for Education/Education
Funding Agency review we will be
developing an action plan which we will
share with you. Some measures have
already been taken to give greater
reassurance to staff and parents.
“We will have an anti-bullying and

harassment policy dealing specifically with
our staff and clarifying our commitment to
an environment at Oldfield, where all staff
and students feel valued and able to
contribute fully without fear of harassment
or bullying.
“We are revising our grievance procedures
to reflect best practice. We are engaging
HR consultants to conduct a staff attitude
survey to get a clearer understanding of
views across the whole school staff. This
will also allow the governing body to
benchmark progress against some of the
actions which I anticipate will be in our
action plan. When complete, the results of
the survey will be published, with the
anonymity of contributors preserved.”
He also said all mail addressed to the chair
of the governors would be personally
opened by him, which suggests that has
not always been the case.

Gypsy site scheme
thrown out
Pucklechurch

There was a twist in a complex gypsy site saga last Thursday
when South Gloucestershire Council threw out a bid to renew
permission.

The Green Belt site at 85a Parkfield Road has a history of
applications, refusals and appeals going back to 1970. The
Development Control (East) Committee heard that temporary
consent had expired and there was currently an unauthorised
mobile home, amenity block and gates on the land, with the site
occupied by a family of gypsy and traveller status.
Mr & Mrs Ayres applied to the council for permission to use the
site as a private gypsy and traveller site and retain the mobile
home, amenity block and access gates.

Council officers considered that the combination of their
personal circumstances, combined with the unmet need of
gypsy and traveller sites in the district, outweighed any harm to
the Green Belt.
They felt further temporary consent would not be appropriate
and that full planning consent should be granted.
But after a long discussion the committee disagreed and turned
down the plans, even though the site is on South
Gloucestershire’s list of safeguarded gypsy and traveller sites.
The Week in • Thursday 20th March 2014
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Good Ofsted report
for primary school
Barrs Court

Barrs Court Primary School has been rated as good following its
recent Ofsted report.

At its previous inspection in 2010, the school earned an
outstanding grade but Ofsted’s new inspection framework has
raised the bar and made it much harder for schools to get the
top ranking.
There was praise for the 308-pupil school’s leadership and
governors. The inspectors
said that headteacher Jess
Caunter,
who
was
appointed two years ago,
had provided very strong
leadership, improving the
quality of teaching across
the school through regular
monitoring
and
staff
training.
“She has raised teachers’
expectations of pupil progress and implemented an effective
system for teacher appraisal. These improvements have
accelerated pupil progress and raised standards of attainment
across the school.”
There was also praise for the well-designed curriculum, the
pupils’ behaviour and the way the school works to engage
parents.

To improve, the school has been told to increase the proportion
of pupils who attain the highest levels in all subjects by ensuring
that there is sufficient challenge in lessons to ensure that the
most able can reach their full potential.

Art show and sale
Downend

There will be an exhibition by local artists and a table top sale at
Badminton Road Methodist Church on Saturday 29th March from
10am to 1pm.

There will also be a variety of stalls, cakes, flowers for Mothering
Sunday and refreshments.
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Tap dancers’
success at festival

Eleven members of Keynsham’s Keyford Dancing School’s adult
tap class won a bronze medal at the recent Highbridge Festival of
the Arts.
The ladies, who dance on Wednesday evenings at the Fry Club, are
taught by Becky Florey, who also takes a street dance class for
teenagers and a Level 1 adult tap class.
In November all pupils from the dancing school, which is now in its
40th year, will be performing in a show at Broadlands Academy for
which rehearsals will soon be under way.

Charity firewalk in Bitton

A firewalk will take place in Bitton on Sunday 30th
March to raise money for the Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation (JDRF).
The charity has teamed up with training and event organisers
Time 4 Change for the challenge at Bitton AFC on Bath Road.

Everyone is welcome to attend the event to cheer on the
firewalkers who will cross the hot coals barefoot. There will be
a raffle, hot dogs, burgers, chips, hot drinks and a bar.

The minimum age to take part in the firewalk is 16. Firewalkers
will get training before they begin their challenge at 8.15pm.

All firewalkers are asked to pay a £30 registration deposit to
take part and pledge to raise £100 in sponsorship. They will get
a T-shirt to wear for the firewalk.
For more information call JDRF’s regional fundraiser Danielle
Angell on 07908 155605 or email dangell@jdrf.org.uk

JDRF is the world’s leading charitable funder of type 1 diabetes
research and raises money to drive research. There are more
than 26,500 children in the UK with type 1 diabetes.
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Directory & What’s On

Additional Income

Building Services

Building Services

Carpentry

Carpet Fitters
Appliance Repairs

G D MEEK
Your local builder
Structural alterations
Property maintenance
Partitions
Carpentry
Insurance work
Garden walls
T: 0117 932 5706
M: 07770 303807

Carpet Cleaning

Blinds

Caravan Repairs

DEADLINE FOR PLACING DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
22
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Directory & What’s On
Car Services

Computers / IT

Chimney Sweep

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym. T:
0117 986 1000.

Driveways

Events

Electrical

Counselling

Clock Repairs

Dance Lessons

Furniture Makers

Computers / IT

Events

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Directory & What’s On
First Aid Training

Garden Services

Garden Services

Hypnotherapy

Home
Improvements
Garden Services

Joinery

Holidays

24

Logs
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Directory & What’s On

Mobility Services

Pallets

Painting
& Decorating

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com

Physiotherapy

Plumbers

Plastering
P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Pest Control

Plumbers
Pawn Brokers
Pet Services

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Plumbers

Stair Repairs

TV & Aerials

Taxis

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Waste
Venue
Disposal
Hire

Venue Hire

Podiatry

Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Roofing

Therapies
An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks
26

Domestic & Commercial
Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based
• from £4.75

0117 9159801
07530 864562

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Planning Applications
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Primary school needs improving,
says Ofsted
Downend

Christ Church Cof E Junior in Downend needs improving,
according to education watchdog Ofsted which visited
recently.
The inspection team said teaching at the 295-pupil school required
improvement because over time it had not been good enough to
help pupils make consistently good progress.
They said that pupils sometimes struggled in their understanding
because in some lessons teachers did not check often enough on
how well they were doing.

Pupils were also not clear how to improve their work, especially in
maths, because teachers did not consistently give them the
guidance they needed.

Over time pupils’ achievement required improvement because they
did not make good progress, particularly in mathematics. As a
result there had been a fall in the attainment and progress made by
pupils in reading, writing and mathematics since 2011, but
particularly in 2013.
In a letter to parents, headteacher Alex Wilkinson and chair of
governors David Nee said it had been clear to staff and governors
since September 2013 that the dip in results by the July 2013
leavers, especially in maths, was going to result in Ofsted judging
the school as ‘requiring improvement’ under its new framework.
They said that predicted results for the current Years 5 and 6 were

good and virtually all of the teaching that the Ofsted team saw in
school was judged good.

Ofsted acknowledged that the school had experienced staffing
difficulties over the past two years with key members of staff,
Steve Godwin
including the head, absent for extended periods of time.
The inspectors said the headteacher and senior staff were now
successfully raising pupils’ attainment and progress and improving
the quality of teaching. They praised the governing body for
providing a good level of support and effectively questioning senior
leaders about the work of the school and said behaviour and the
school’s work to keep pupils safe and secure were good.
The school has been toId to improve the quality of teaching so that
it has a consistently positive impact on pupils’ learning. Ofsted will
inspect the school again with 18 months.

Proposed 20mph speed
limit on Bristol-South Glos
boundary roads

There are plans to cut the speed limit from 30mph to 20mph on
roads in Staple Hill, Soundwell, Kingswood, Hanham and Patchway
that cross the boundary with Bristol.

The city council is reducing the speed limit to 20 miles per hour in
the majority of its residential streets for safety and environmental
benefits and South Gloucestershire Council is planning to
implement the same speed limit on roads that cross the boundary
between the two authorities. The roads affected are: Polly Barnes
Hill, Acacia Avenue, Acacia Mews, Alsop Road, Boultons Road,
Castle Road, Colston Close, Colston Street, Cross Street,
Edgeware Road, Gladstone Road, Gorse Hill, Grace Road,
Hayward Road, Howard Road, Kendall Gardens, Kendall Road,
Kensington Road, Leicester Square, Lower Station Road, Maple
Court, Midland Road, Mulberry Gardens, North View, Overnhill
Court, Overnhill Road, Page Road, Phoenix Grove, Portland Place,
Seymour Road, Soundwell Road, Southernhay, The Close, The
Crescent, The Elms, The Wickets, Upper Station Road, Wesley
Close, Whitfield Close, Woodland Avenue and Woodland Way.
Five roads in Patchway are also affected.

For detailed proposals go to Kingswood One Stop Shop, Kingswood
Civic Centre, Kingswood Library or go online at
www.southglos.gov.uk/consultation
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Comments must be submitted by 3rd April.
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Downend Post
Office worker
jailed for theft

World Book Day

A man has been jailed for stealing from six elderly customers at
the Post Office in Quakers Road in Downend where he worked.

Mohammed Ahmed, 32, of Easton, was jailed for 48 weeks by
North Avon magistrates last Monday after admitting three counts
of theft. He asked for another three theft offences to be taken
into consideration.
The magistrates sentenced him to three prison terms of 16
weeks, to be served consecutively.

Ahmed was arrested in June last year and charged in October
for offences which took place
between
October
and
December 2011 and between
March and April 2013.
DC Celia White said: “This case
has put a lot of stress onto six
very elderly and vulnerable
people
who
used
this
franchised branch of the Post
Office as a trusted way of
managing their money locally.

“At the time the youngest victim
in the case was 85 and the
oldest was 93. When they
Mohammed Ahmed
withdrew cash using the Post
Office counter the defendant withdrew extra amounts ranging
from £20 to £150.”

Pupils from Emersons Green Primary School supported World Book
Day by reading the book Tangled and making masks and crowns

Quiz night
Emersons Green

Emersons Green Library will mark World Book Night on 23rd
April with a community quiz.
The quiz starts at 7.30pm. Reserve your team’s place at
www.eventbrite.co.uk
World Book Night is a celebration of reading and books, which
sees volunteers gift books in their communities to share their
love of reading.
Emersons Green Library won its bid to gift 90 books (donated by
publishers) to a women’s refuge.

The Week In on line

Keep up to date with local news as it happens at

www.theweekin.co.uk

Follow us @theweekineditor
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Keynsham

Bowled over by pancakes

Trading Standards sound
warning over carpet
cleaner sales tactics

Residents are being warned by Bath & North East Somerset
Council to be aware of cold callers offering carpet cleaning
services and potentially pressurising them into making an
unnecessary and expensive purchase.

The ladies of Keynsham Bowling Club took the opportunity to
serve sweet and savoury pancakes at the monthly club coffee
morning. Wearing their aprons bearing the club logo are
members of the catering team Maureen Cavill, Margaret Phelps
and Margaret Maggs.

Hillfields

Advice from police after
rise in car break-ins

Police say there has been a rise in vehicle break-ins in Hillfields
in which valuables, including mobile phones and wallets, have
been left on display.

A police spokesman said: “Don't leave bags, coats or change on
display. The cost of replacing a broken window is often far more
than the value of goods stolen. If you can, take your things with
you. If you can't, lock everything out of sight in the boot.

“Never leave driving documents or personal letters inside your
car. They could help a thief to steal your car or provide a cover
story if stopped by police.
“Don't leave satnavs on display when you're not in your car.”

They advise people to lock their vehicle doors, windows, boot
and sunroof every time they leave it, however briefly.
They also suggest using a steering lock and registering your car
and all its contents on the national property database
www.immobilise.com
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The council’s Trading Standards team is investigating complaints
from the public about the practice, including one from a woman in
Keynsham, in which the trader initially targets consumers with a
cold call and tempts them by entering them into prize draw to win
£1,000. The consumer instead wins a free carpet clean at which
point the trader attempts to sell them the carpet cleaner.
In some cases the consumer has been charged just under £2,000
for the carpet cleaner, which is often unwanted or unneeded.

Bath & North East Somerset Council is concerned that these visits
may be putting unwanted pressure on households to purchase the
carpet cleaner. In some cases salespeople have been in residents’
homes for as long as four hours in order to obtain a sale.
Residents are reminded that if they ask a trader to leave their
home, they are legally obliged to do so. If the trader does not
leave, they will be committing an offence.
Councillor David Dixon (Lib Dem, Oldfield), Cabinet Member for
Neighbourhoods, said: “Do not be tempted to agree to a visit if you
don't want one, or to buy anything at the first visit. Always take
your time to make your decision and often the best way to do this
is to think about it the following day.

“Use local firms with good reputations. Ask friends and family for
recommendations, or use a Buy With Confidence member – who
have been audited by Bath & North East Somerset Council’s
Trading Standards and have agreed to trade fairly and honestly.”

If you have been targeted by salespeople in this manner and are
concerned or wish to report a potential rogue trader, contact the
Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline on 08454 040 506.

To find a local business, visit the Buy With Confidence website
www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk, or call 01225 396753.
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