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Work has finally begun this week on the access ramp
at Keynsham Station.
The project has been beset with legal, financial and political
problems for more than seven years and seen the budget reach
£500,000. Once complete the ramp will allow wheelchair
passengers and those travelling with pushchairs to access rail
services on the Bristol-bound platform.
The saga has occupied the pages of The Week In for as long
as it has been in existence.  In 2009 we reported on the political
fall-out after an application for Government funding was
rejected. Dan Norris, the Labour MP at the time, and the
Conservative councillor Charles Gerrish were engaged in a war
of words over who was to blame.
Funding was subsequently found with contributions also from
the council and rail operator First. Since then, there have been
problems over tree removal and access to the proposed site.
The road immediately adjacent to the station, where the ramp
will be installed, is privately owned meaning access had to be
agreed with all the residents.
First also had to apply for planning permission to close part of
the footpath on Station Road and to use the pedestrian path to
the platform for construction work. While the original plan in
2009 was costed at around £200,000, the price tag is now more
than twice that figure.
Interviewed by The Week In during June 2012, Bath and
Chippenham Station manager Peter Rignall said he was
hopeful that work would begin that autumn. 
Contractors finally started work on Monday with the aim of

completing the work by July. Work to strengthen the road bridge
on Station Road over the last six months has just been
completed.
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Work starts at last on Keynsham Station ramp

We've been here before - an extract from The Week In from 2009
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Plans have been submitted to Bristol City Council to turn the
Fishponds Tavern in Lewington Road, into two homes.

The end-of-terrace pub, which featured in the Bristol-based
Channel 4 series Skins, has been on the market for two years
and there has been little interest from applicants looking to
reinvest in its existing use. 
A marketing report says the majority of interest has come from
applicants looking at a change of use to residential.
It is believed the pub was originally two separate properties.
The planning application reference is 14/00825/F.

A total of £11,309 is currently available from the St George West
Community First scheme to support more projects to improve
life for people in the area.  
Community First is a four-year Government scheme where
small amounts of money are allocated to different areas across
the country for local volunteer panels to allocate as grants to
local community groups. The St George West volunteer panel
has just completed making recommendations for the allocation
of the third year of funding.  All funding for the next round must
be allocated to projects by the end of 2014 and all the projects'
spending must be complete by the end of February 2015.  
The closing date for applications is noon on Monday 14th April.
For full details of how to apply for a slice of the money visit
http://stgeorgewestcf.wordpress.com/

Fishponds 

Plans to turn pub
into two homes

St George 

Grant money up for grabs
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Controversial plans for a 107-bed care home for the elderly
off Harolds Way were being recommended for approval
this afternoon (Thursday) despite a barrage of opposition.
South Gloucestershire Council’s Development Control (East)
Committee was meeting at Kingswood Civic Centre at 3pm to
consider Springfield Pension Fund’s outline application which
was referred to the committee by local councillor John Goddard
on access and safety grounds in the narrow approaches to
Harolds Way.
He also felt that due to the considerable number of objections,
a decision should be taken in public by elected members.
In 2012, the Springfield Pension Fund lost an appeal, having
had planning permission refused by the council for a care home
on the overgrown land running from Magpie Bottom to Harolds
Way and next to the Tabernacle. 
At the end of last year it submitted a revised scheme for a 107-
bed care centre in two buildings. The main building of the
proposed care home would be an extension of Harolds Way.
Another building would front the High Street. 
Issues that led to the scheme being rejected have now been
addressed, say planning officers. In the previous application,
part of the development was only set two metres back from the
High Street but now the proposal is to set it five metres back.

In total more than 70
objections have been
received from local
residents as well as
councillors and Kingswood
MP Chris Skidmore. It is
the continued proposal for
vehicle access via the cul-
de-sac in Harolds Way
which has most angered
locals and it is also felt that the parking situation on residential
streets in Hanham has deteriorated noticeably since the
Community Centre restricted parking there.
But planning chiefs consider this latest scheme provides
adequate onsite car parking provision and would not increase
on-street parking. They say that Harolds Way is an established
estate road with adequate capacity to cope with the proposed
traffic generation.
The recommendation to the committee is that authority be
delegated to officers to grant outline planning consent, subject
to conditions.
Visit our website at theweekin.co.uk to find out the committee’s
decision. There will also be a report in our next issue

Hannam 

Harolds Way care home scheme
recommended for approval



A call has been made for a temporary road to be built as the
landslip at Kelston will see the A431 closed until at least
September.
With the prospect of the road closed until the autumn with traffic
being re-routed through Keynsham and Saltford, local councillor
Geoff Ward, who is a Lieutenant Colonel in the TA, said he wanted
Bath & North East Somerset Council to investigate the possibility of
a temporary road for light vehicles being built by the military across
Kelston Park.

Cllr Ward and fellow Kelston councillor Martin Veal, inspected the
site last week and revealed they are planning a public meeting
soon to update people affected by the road closure.  
The intense rainfall is blamed for the landslip which will see the
road closed for at least six months.
Kelvin Packer, B&NES Council’s highways service manager, who

says the work to fix the road is likely to cost half a million pounds,
allowed The Week In through the gates of the 150-metre section of
road that has been sealed off to vehicles, cyclists and pedestrians
to take pictures.
He revealed that the road had slipped an inch in the space of just
a week and could collapse at any time without warning.
Cracks have appeared in the initial repair work done, while the
crack that we photographed just over a month ago is now up to nine
inches wide. The pavement is also buckling but Mr Packer said the
retaining wall was doing its job.
Nineteen boreholes will be drilled to identify exactly is going on
seven metres (22 feet) under the road. Initially six boreholes were
planned but Mr Packer said the situation was three times worse
than feared.
He said that laboratory tests would analyse the make-up of the
hillside and the results would be known in about six weeks and then
a decision would be made on which option to take to make the road
safe.

A free shuttle bus is being laid on to help those hit by the six-month
Kelston road closure.
On Monday First started running the new half-hourly Service 619
between Kelston and Willsbridge, via Bitton and Cherry Gardens. 
At Willsbridge, people can connect with Services 42, 332 or 319 for
onward travel. 
First is also filing an emergency registration with the Traffic
Commissioner enabling it to make, from 13th April, timetable
changes to Services 319, 332* and 338* to account for delays that
the buses are currently experiencing when travelling between Bath
and Bristol and Cribbs Causeway. 
Once implemented the new timetables will offer a much more
accurate picture of how long journeys will take at various times of
the day, vastly improving the reliability of the services for those
wishing to use them.   
The new shuttle bus service will pick up and drop off at The Crown
in Kelston and Kenilworth Drive in Willsbridge. Once in Willsbridge
people will be able to connect with Services 42 or 319 from the
same stop that the shuttle bus picks up / drops off at. Customers
wishing to connect with Service 332 can do so from stops on

Keynsham Road. 
Travel on the shuttle bus is free.  The route is being funded by
South Gloucestershire Council. 
Meanwhile Oldfield School pupils have a journey time extension of
up to 45 minutes each way as their buses are being rerouted
through Keynsham and Saltford.
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Call for a temporary road to be built during six-month A431 closure

Shuttle bus service to connect
cut-off Kelston and Willsbridge 

Kelston Park: could a temporary road be built here?

Free shuttle bus



Local businesses have told The Week In how the closure of the
A431 at Kelston is already hitting them.
Jamie Pike, landlord at the Upton Inn at Upton Cheyney, said:
“We’re all still open despite the silly council putting the ‘Road
Closed’ signs in all the wrong places. The road does not close until

way past Kelston. The
Upton Inn, the Crown, the
Swan, the White Hart, the
Bitton shop are all open.”
Julie Fletcher, manager at
LF Jones store in Bitton,
which gets a lots of custom
from passing traffic on the
Bristol to Bath road, said
that trade was noticeably
down.
The shop sells freshly
baked goods and she
normally does up to four
bakes a day but is currently
down to just one.

She said all local businesses needed the support of the community
at such a difficult time.
Further along the A431 at Swineford is Leaping Lambs Nursery.
Owner Rebecca Lewis only opened the business in January and
there are currently 12 children on the books, with capacity for 38.

Mrs Lewis said: “Since opening
we have had the road flooded,
the storms bought the power
down for a day and now the road
has closed. We are a new
business starting out and the
road closure will have a
detrimental effect on our nursery
as up to 80% of our business is
from passing parents en route to
Bristol/Bath. We are on a main
road but effectively now in a cul-
de sac.”
The Old Crown Inn at Kelston is
advertising the fact that it is still
open and accessible from the Bitton side of the A431. Signs
encouraging customers have been put up by the Cherry Gardens
roundabout at Bitton next to the Road Closed signs.
Manager Laura Felton said: “It’s affecting us quite badly but we’ve
had good support from local people.”
Her partner Darren Chappell said they had only taken on the pub
last October. The inn has three B&B rooms but some guests have
cancelled because instead of being two miles down the road from
Bath they now face a long diversion via Keynsham and Saltford.
And the Bath Soft Cheese Company at Park Farm at Kelston is also
keen to spread the message that it is open despite the road
closure.

Either earth anchors will be driven through the wall to stabilise the
ground or concrete tubes installed deep below ground to support
the wall.
In the meantime the team on site are working to release the ground
water pressure.
Mr Packer said the Government had made a grant scheme
available for problems like the Kelston stabilisation but if a claim
was not successful he would have to look at adjusting other
proposals in order to fund the repairs.
He said he was in talks with utility companies to try to cancel other
planned roadworks in the area in the coming months to ease traffic
flow.
Meanwhile even though signs have been put up diverting traffic

through Keynsham and Saltford, many motorists are using the
lanes through Beach and Upton Cheyney to get to and from Bath.
Verges are being worn away and the lanes are deep in mud.
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t during six-month A431 closure

Businesses count the cost of road closure

The crack has widened significantly

Leaping Lambs

Darren Chappell
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Five generations came together on Sunday to
celebrate the 100th birthday of Keynsham great-
great-grandmother Freda Brown.
Freda, of Hawthorns Lane, has two daughters, Gillian and
Pauline, grandchildren Hayley, Simon and Stephen, great-
grandchildren Kyle, Daniel, Aleisha, Chantelle, Liam and Fred,
and great-grandson Theo.

Also among the guests at her party at the Old Manor House
Hotel was her surviving sibling Joan, 87.
Before moving to Keynsham about 25 years ago, Taunton-born
Freda lived in Downend and Staple Hill. 
Her husband, who worked on Concorde, died when he was in
his mid-50s and she has never remarried. 
Young at heart, Freda attended keep fit classes until she was in
her early 90s. For her 80th birthday she took a Champagne
flight on Concorde over the Bay of Biscay and for her 90th went
on holiday to Benidorm.
When she was younger she loved ballroom dancing and she is
big fan of TV shows Strictly Come Dancing and Dancing on Ice.

Five generations celebrate
Freda’s 100th birthday

Freda Brown (second from right at the front) surrounded by her family 



St Keyna Primary School has been told it needs to
improve.
The 243-pupil school in Monmouth Road was rated as
satisfactory in 2012 but recently it was inspected under the new
tougher Ofsted framework and has been told it is in need of
improvement.
St Keyna Primary opened in 2007, bringing together the former
Keynsham Primary and Temple Primary into a specially-
designed building.
The Ofsted team, who published their report on 3rd March, said
the achievement of pupils by the end of Key Stage 2 was lower
than expected, particularly in mathematics because there was
not enough good and outstanding teaching across the school. 
They said: “Some more able pupils do not make the progress
they are capable of because the work they are given is not
suitably challenging. 
“Some teaching is not good enough because teachers do not
always plan for pupils’ learning to build upon what the pupils
already know and can do. Consequently, many do not make the
progress of which they are capable.” 
The school’s strengths were recognised. The inspectors said
that the provision for the high proportion of pupils with
extremely complex needs ensured their social and emotional
needs were met and they were able to progress well
academically. 
The school’s work to keep pupils safe and secure was also
rated good because of the high priority given to safeguarding
policies and procedures.  The inspectors also found that there
had been an improvement in the progress made by most
groups of pupils since the last Ofsted visit. 
And governors were praised for their good understanding of the
school through close involvement and regular monitoring. 

Inspectors said St Keyna now needs to improve the quality of
teaching so that all is good and more is outstanding in order to
improve behaviour and raise pupils’ achievement. It also says
there is a need to strengthen the leadership and management
of teaching and learning.
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard
1 7 4 2 6

6 5 7 8
4 3

4 6 8 9
5 3 4 7 2

5 1
6 5 3 8 1 7

2 9 7 5 3
4

7 1 2 3
9 5

8 9
1 6 2

3 4 1
5 8

2 7 6
1

5 3 2

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND 

Sunday 16th March

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Wellsway School in Keynsham has graded as good by Ofsted
following its recent inspection.
The 1,335-pupil school had been
rated as outstanding in 2011 but
the new Ofsted framework has
significantly raised the bar for all schools.
This was the first inspection since the school became an academy.
Headteacher Andrea Arlidge said: “This judgement matches our
self-evaluation and is, I believe, a fair reflection of Wellsway.
“The inspectors recognised the many improvements made since the
last inspection in 2011 and the year-on-year improvement in our
examination results. They also praised the school leadership and
quality of teaching, much of which they said was skilful and
imaginative.”
There was also praise from Ofsted for the school’s success in
closing the gap in performance between students from
disadvantaged backgrounds and their peers.
And the inspectors were also impressed by the students, who they
said were polite, courteous and friendly, and very keen to share how
much they enjoyed school.
Ofsted felt the school still had work to do, with too few students
making outstanding progress in their lessons and over time, and
that teachers sometimes give work that is too easy.
The inspection also found that some subject leaders did not fully
hold their teams to account for the quality of teaching and students’
progress.

Wellsway graded good by Ofsted

Keynsham  

Primary school ‘needs improvement’



Barrs Court Moat
Dear Editor,
I am writing to advertise the upcoming work
day for Barrs Court Moat, which will be held
on 23rd March. The activist group
MOATivation, who have recently taken up
the duty of care for the moat and
surrounding green space, will be running the
work day. Anyone can pitch in and help, you
don’t need to have any kind of past
knowledge or experience, you only need to
be eager to get involved. 
If you are at all interested in getting involved,
or would just like to show your support to the
good work MOATivation is doing for the
community, please message and/or like the
group Facebook page     
Sam Balch

Where are our road
manners?
Dear Sir,
After 20 years of living in London and
contending with their ‘forthright’ style of
driving, I always considered my hometown of
Keynsham to be full of model citizens in
terms of vehicle management. 
Indeed, the number of driving school cars
seen around town seems to reinforce the
myth that Keynsham is a safe place to drive.
However, having now moved back to the
area I find that the ongoing and numerous
works to the town seem to have created
some sort of 'Lord of the Flies' effect.
Cyclists now ride on the pavement with
impunity, drivers proceed anywhere between
18 and 40 miles an hour in the 20mph zones,
ignore the right of way on roundabouts. . .
and if you dare to risk the nightmare that is
Avon Mill Lane and the narrow road under
the railway bridge, then I recommend a
Valium or few before proceeding. 
Pedestrians need to cross the road with

extreme caution as drivers overtake on the
wrong side of the road to try and get out of a
jam – and many drivers don’t seem to
understand how the crossings work now that
they’ve changed from zebra to light-
controlled.
Come on Keynsham, let’s get back to the
courtesy and good manners that used to
mark us out not only in our face-to-face
interactions but also in our driving.
Catherine Dhanjal

Funding for flood victims
Dear Sir,
A number of people have contacted me
regarding funding assistance to help get
back on their feet following the flooding.
Whilst I continue to press the Government to
apply for European funds, the Prime Minister
has recently announced a package of
measures to enable homes and businesses
affected by the flooding to get back on their
feet. This includes:
• A £5,000 'repair and renew' grant for all

affected homeowners and businesses -
this will top up any money received from
insurers to ensure flood resilience is built
into homes and businesses as they are
repaired; 

• A separate Business Support Scheme
worth up to £10m for small and medium-
sized businesses in areas affected by the
floods; 

• All affected businesses will get 100 per
cent business rate relief for three months
and will also get an extra three months to
pay the business taxes they owe to HMRC
as they get back on their feet;

• A £10m fund for farmers suffering water-
logged fields to help restore them to
farmable land as quickly as possible;

• A total commitment in excess of £750
million from the major banks to provide
financial support to business and individual
customers affected by the floods.

There is also a Government helpline
providing comprehensive advice and
support to businesses affected by floods. It

will offer a free one-hour call with a
dedicated Business Support Adviser to help
businesses to recover. The helpline number
is 0300 456 3565 and is ready to take calls
from flood-affected businesses now.
Julie Girling
MEP for South West England and
Gibraltar
www.juliegirling.com

All that glitters is not gold
Dear Sir,
The cladding on the new Keynsham
shopping/office building looks like the

Golden Temple for B&NES, and does not
blend in with the High Street/Temple Street.
Peter & Carol Groves, Keynsham

Broken glass danger
Dear Editor,
On a daily basis I am reminded of that terrific
Annie Lennox song Walking On Broken
Glass. Fellow dog walkers will know exactly
what I mean. My twice daily walks around
Hanham are spent with my eyes glued to the
pavement to try to prevent our young dog
from picking up shards of glass in her paws.
Recently it has seemed to be getting worse,
and last week I had to carry her up the steps
and the full length of the footbridge over the
ring road at Asda because it was not safe to
put her down. 
Obviously I find it difficult to understand what
is in the minds of the people who do this -
would it be too much to expect them to
dispose of bottles in the bins provided, or
take them home, rather than just smashing
them into smithereens. The sad thing is that 
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whilst the council workers employed to pick
up discarded litter and other detritus can
clear up after people, it is almost impossible
to pick up tiny pieces of broken glass. 
Please, could I appeal on behalf of all the
local dog walkers and their pets for the
culprits to do the decent thing.
James Wilkinson
Mount Hill Road, Hanham

Does Saltford want a railway
station?
Dear Sir,
Saltford is a village. It enjoys a thriving
community spirit with activities and facilities
to match. Residents have shown they
cherish these attributes. Do we want to
change this, and become an extension of an
existing urban sprawl?
At a public meeting held in Saltford Hall last
year to determine whether or not residents
supported or opposed housing development
on surrounding Green Belt land, one person
was in favour and more than 150 were
against. If we support a new station in
Saltford this will make the village an even
more attractive target for wholesale housing
development on Green Belt land, particularly
with no Core Strategy in place to help protect

us. (Good schooling, a great community etc).
We would be shooting ourselves in the foot.
The B&NES statistics show a projected 226
locals  per day could use a station. This
represents less that 6% of the village
population, with a substantial  capital and
ongoing cost to be subsidised  for so few.
Do we want parking restrictions, double
yellow lines, etc in the adjacent roads? The
inconvenience and disruption to locals, with
increased congestion of the A4 caused  by

traffic entering and leaving the site?
Whilst this was not an issue until half a
century ago when the station closed,
Saltford has increased in size considerably
since then, both in terms of the number of
residents and traffic, which has to cope with
the A4. The proposed site is the wrong
location for a station.
Judy Reed, Saltford 

Parking issue is not
centre's fault
Dear Sir,
I would just like to say that I couldn't agree
more with Mr J Wilkinson's comments in

Issue 308 about parking in Hanham.
The community centre seems to be taking
the brunt of something which is not their fault
or, to be fair, their problem.
Mr G Haines, Hanham

Lights fantastic
Dear Sir,
One good thing to come out of the current
roadworks in Keynsham is the pedestrian
controlled lights near Iceland/Specsavers
and at the other end by the church and bank.
Perhaps there could be an additional
improvement with a further set of lights by
the Oxfam shop?
Mr D Welch, North Common
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The Week In is independent of any political or
commercial interest.   We aim to produce a
balanced and accurate view of local news and
welcome comments from our readers. 

Normally, we will publish letters in full but reserve
the right to shorten or clarify the contents or to
refuse publication. Please try to keep letters under
300 words and supply your full name and address
for reasons of authentication.  Only the name and
district where you live will be reproduced.
Anonymity is possible under certain circumstances. 

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices no later
than 5.30pm on the Monday of each week.  E-
mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

Write to us

Letters



Residents and councillors are celebrating victory
after plans to build 99 new homes on Green Belt land
in Saltford and Whitchurch were rejected by
Communities Secretary Eric Pickles.
Developer Crest Nicholson appealed after being refused
permission to build 99 homes on Manor Road in Saltford.  After
the appeal hearing last year local MP Jacob Rees-Mogg
requested that the plans be called in by Mr Pickles for the final
decision. The Minister overruled the inspector's
recommendation to allow the development.
The news has been welcomed as a “great victory for the
community” by Saltford’s two Conservative councillors,
Francine Haeberling and Mathew Blankley, who had joined with
residents in campaigning against the proposals.

Whitchurch
Plans to build up to 200 new homes on Green Belt land in
Whitchurch village were also thrown out by the Communities
Secretary last week.
Developer Robert Hitchens Ltd had been hoping to build the
properties on land off Staunton Lane and had already reduced
the proposed number of homes from an original figure of 295

new houses to 200.  However, the application has been
rejected after Mr Jacob Rees-Mogg similarly requested that the
decision be called in for determination by Mr Pickles.
Cllr Peter Edwards  who joined with local residents in opposing
the plans, said:  “This is brilliant news, I am over the moon with
this outcome and I know that residents are too. 
"This marks a great victory in the fight to protect local Green
Belt from inappropriate development.  Two hundred houses in
this location would have destroyed one of the few remaining
greenfield boundaries between Whitchurch village and the
Bristol boundary."
Mr Rees-Mogg said he urged the Secretary of State to reject
the planning applications for both Manor Road and Stockwood
Lane in Whitchurch in light of local opposition and the party's
stance on Green Belt planning.
He said: “The Conservative Party pledged in its election
manifesto to preserve the Green Belt and so it is reassuring to
see that politicians do keep their promises. 
“These rulings by the Secretary of State will send a clear signal
to developers that planning on the Green Belt in Somerset will
not be allowed and I hope this will bring certainty to developers
and residents alike.”
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Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29

Across

Boast (4)8
Their taxes go to the local council (10)9
Drooping of the eyelid (6)10
Popular board game (8)11
Measurement of land (4)12
Joined to make something bigger (10)13
A hood (4)17
Wild Australian dog (5)18
Legal term in damage cases (4)19
Suffocate (10)20
Pork fat (4)22
Having more than one part (8)23
French vegetable? (6)27
Firearm with blast vented to the rear (10)28
A level or rank (4)29

Down

A geologic period (10)1
A protective outer layer of calcite (8)2
A reference to other material (5-5)3
A unit of matter (4)4
Not closed (4)5
Short sightedness (6)6
Spoken (4)7
A Pacific island (5)14
Roughness of skin through cold or fear 
(10)

15

Early hearing aid (3,7)16
Where travellers have to pay to proceed 
(8)

19

Popular snack (3,3)21
Not new (4)24
Soft shapeless matter - wood or paper (4)25
Balanced (4)26

ACROSS
8 Boast (4)
9 Their taxes go to the local council (10)
10 Drooping of the eyelid (6)
11 Popular board game (8)
12 Measurement of land (4)
13 Joined to make something bigger (10)
17 A hood (4)
18 Wild Australian dog (5)
19 Legal term in damage cases (4)
20 Suffocate (10)
22 Pork fat (4)
23 Having more than one part (8)
27 French vegetable? (6)
28 Firearm with blast vented to the rear (10)
29 A level or rank (4)

DOWN
1 A geologic period (10)
2 A protective outer layer of calcite (8)
3 A reference to other material (5-5)
4 A unit of matter (4)
5 Not closed (4)
6 Short sightedness (6)
7 Spoken (4)
14 A Pacific island (5)
15 Roughness of skin through cold or fear (10)
16 Early hearing aid (3,7)
19 Where travellers have to pay to proceed (8)
21 Popular snack (3,3)
24 Not new (4)
25 Soft shapeless matter - wood or paper (4)
26 Balanced (4)

Saltford & Whitchurch 

Victory for villagers as Manor Road housing plans are rejected
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g plans are rejected

Italian coffee culture
comes to Keynsham 
A new independent coffee shop has opened on the Bath
Road between Keynsham and Saltford.
Matt and Becky Joyner, from Keynsham, have opened Verona in
what was the old New Cheltenham Car Sales showroom, creating
seven jobs. 

The hand car wash business on the forecourt is a separate
enterprise but many customers are taking advantage to get their car
cleaned and enjoy a coffee and cake or a hot meal at the same time. 

Verona, which is open from breakfast time every day, serves
Fairtrade tea and coffee as well as cold drinks, cakes, sandwiches,
paninis and jacket potatoes. Free wi-fi is available for customers
and there are plans for a children’s play area at the rear.

Manager Adam Richards explained that the business takes its name
from the Verona variety of coffee bean that it uses.  

Matt hopes this will be the first of a chain of Verona coffee shops
and is on the lookout for more premises in Bristol or Bath.

Whitchurch & Pensford councillor Peter Edwards with MP Jacob
Rees-Mogg

Verona staff (from left) Adam Richards, Kirsty Bossom and Matt Joyner
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The St Matthias Campus in Fishponds could be the
site for a new 624-pupil school.
Steiner Academy Bristol and Barratt Homes have announced
plans to redevelop the University of the West of England (UWE)
campus in Oldbury Court Road, which is due to close at the end
of the 2014 academic year.
Students and staff will be relocated to other campuses and the
site has been identified for redevelopment by Bristol City
Council.
A planning application for the site will be submitted later this
spring. Meanwhile, the academy is negotiating arrangements
for accommodation so that the academy can open in
September as planned.
Steiner Academy Bristol is currently run by the steering group
who initiated the project. It is part of a group of Steiner
Academies, state-funded schools that build on the ideas of
Steiner education, with a commitment to diversity and
accessibility.
The school would be based in the quadrangle of Victorian
Gothic buildings. The Grade II listed structures were built in
1852 and have been in educational use ever since, so the
reuse of the site as a school would continue that 150-year
legacy.
Barratt Homes will be redeveloping the remainder of the site to

provide new housing.
A Steiner Academy Bristol spokesman said: “The St Matthias
site is fantastic and it would be the perfect place for our school
– we’ve had lots of support and applications for places from
parents in the local area, so we will be a real community-based
school from the very beginning.
“We also intend to open up the school’s facilities for community
groups, children’s activities and adult education, to make our
school a real community hub.”
Steiner Academy Bristol will be an all-through school, for
children aged four-16. At full capacity it will have 624 pupils in
two classes for each year. Applications for September 2014
closed before the academy was able to confirm a permanent
site but parents can still join a waiting list for places.
A consultation event will be held at the St Matthias Campus on
Wednesday 19th March from 2pm to 8pm.

Steiner Academy reveals plans to
open in Fishponds
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Police released a CCTV image last
Friday of a man they want to speak to
about the assault and robbery of a 76-
year-old former Keynsham teacher at
her home in Totterdown.

Jean Taylor is still recovering from the
prolonged attack at her home in Green
Street at around 2pm on Tuesday 28th
January.  A shocking picture showing
Miss Taylor with blood pouring from her
wounds after the vicious attack was

released by police in the wake of the
robbery.
Investigator Paul Hopes said: “We have
obtained CCTV footage of a man walking
along Green Street around the time of the
incident and we are very keen to identify
who it is.
“While it is not possible to see his face, I
would like the public to look closely at his
clothing. He is described as wearing a
grey hooded top, a baseball cap, faded
blue jeans and dark shoes.
“I would appeal to the person in the image
to come forward, or if anyone thinks they
know who it is, please let us know as soon
as possible.”
He added that Miss Taylor had been
“overwhelmed” by the support of the local
community, who have donated flowers,
gifts and even raised money for her: “It's
heart-warming to know Jean has such
support after going through this horrible
ordeal.”
People are reminded that there is a
reward of up to £3,000 being offered by
the charity Crimestoppers for information

given to them via their telephone number
0800 555 111, which leads to the arrest
and conviction of the person responsible.

The man police want to speak to about
attack on former Keynsham teacher

Situations Vacant

LQ
LQ

Jean Taylor following her attack

Do you recognise this man?
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Trees were planted last week in St Augustine’s Park as part of
Bristol City Council’s Tree Pips project which launched at the
end of February.
Tree Pips hopes to plant 36,000 trees across Bristol over the
next three years at schools, green spaces, streets and front
gardens.
The plan is for each primary aged child to plant a tree. 

A 21-year-old man is due to appear before North Avon
magistrates next month following a number of incidents where
eggs and flour have been thrown at people in the Hanham and
Longwell Green area. Since February police have had reports of
the occupants of a car throwing eggs and flour at pedestrians,
cyclists and other cars. Neighbourhood PC Andy Cox said:
“These unprovoked incidents have caused injury, damage and
distress to the people involved. 
“Our inquiries led to the arrest of a man on Thursday 6th March.” 
The man, from Hanham, has been charged with two counts of
assault and released on police bail pending his court
appearance. 

Whitchurch 

Trees planted in St
Augustine’s Park

Man from Hanham due in court
over eggs and flour throwing
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MOTORING - ON THE ROAD WITH OLLIE

There is no doubt about it, since Skoda became part of one of
the great German automotive families, the brand has become
synonymous with reliable and economic motoring.
That's what a friend of mine thought when he parted with £1,600
for a 'run around' for his son. Perhaps this 12-year-old Octavia
was not immaculate but in came with a full service history from
a Skoda main dealer and was taken back in part exchange for a
new one. Cars like this are usually recycled quickly through the
second-hand motor trade but even the dealer who sold it to my
pal offered a three-month warranty and it had passed its MoT
only five months earlier. 
It was something of a surprise to him, let alone his son who was
driving the car, when just two weeks later - one of the rear
wheels fell off!  On closer examination it transpired that the
whole of the rear suspension had simply come away, having
been held together by nothing more than rust and mud.
A simple examination from a trained mechanic would no doubt
have discovered such a catastrophic failing but given the
pedigree of the car's provenance and the fact it had somehow
received a MoT certificate only months earlier, you have to
wonder just how far most prospective buyers would go.  
The problems with this car had accumulated over years, not
months, and you have to wonder just how much of an

Caveat emptor - even with a Skoda!
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D WITH OLLIE

examination it had received before it left the dealer's forecourt.
Perhaps the fact he offered an immediate refund of the money
once he was informed is some indication of the answer. 
While organisations like the AA will carry out a basic test on a
car you may be interested in buying, these are no real help at
the lower end of the second-hand market. The cost (between
£128-£142) is high in relation to the purchase price but more
significantly, there is usually an age limit of eight years on the
vehicle.
A chilling tale but one which screams out 'buyer beware'.

n with a Skoda!
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50th anniversary celebrations 
Longwell Green School is celebrating its 50th anniversary this
year and the first event – a history show - will be held tomorrow
(Friday).
The school opened its doors to pupils in November 1963 and
was officially opened in April 1964. 
If you have any old photos, school work, written memories,
reports please contact the school on 01454 866460.

Avon Fire & Rescue Service was today (Thursday) meeting
organisations and interest groups to get feedback on plans for a
new fire station near the ring road  at Hicks Gate.
AF&RS  is consulting with key stakeholders and the public
following January’s announcement that it plans to build three

new fire stations
across the area, a
new headquarters in
Keynsham and
carry out the major
expansion of an
existing fire station.
One of the

proposals would see the closure of Brislington and Keynsham
fire stations, with resources amalgamated at a new fire station
at Hicks Gate.
Members of the public can speak to representatives from
AF&RS between 3pm and 7pm at Brislington Library today
where plans have gone on display.
For more information on Avon Fire & Rescue Service’s Investing
for the Future programme visit the ‘About us’ section at
www.avonfire.gov.uk 
Feedback on the proposals can be submitted by email to
future@avonfire.gov.uk or by post to Avon Fire & Rescue
Service Headquarters, Temple Back, Bristol, BS1 6EU.

Police have praised a Hanham resident whose call led to the arrest
of four men for going equipped to steal.
Officers were called just after 1am on Sunday (9th March) after a
householder saw a group of men climbing their fence to get into a
neighbour’s garden. 
Within half an hour of the call officers patrolling the area had made
four arrests and seized tools, gloves and torches from a car. 
Four men aged between 27 and 37 and all from Bridgwater in
Somerset were later released on police bail, pending further
inquiries. 
Neighbourhood Sergeant Andrew Hucker said: “I’d like to thank the
householder who called us after spotting this suspicious behaviour.
We’ll always welcome a call in good faith about suspected criminal
activity.”

New fire station plans on
show at Brislington Library Four arrested

after tip-off
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Advertising Feature 

Home care putting people first
Many years working in any sector
of business provides a fantastic
insight into how things can
change for the better, and rapidly
too.  You instinctively know when
things are working well and when
they need improving.
My experience of the home care
industry, first as a carer, then as a care
manager taught me a lot.  Now running
my own home care service, I’m happy to
share my knowledge and learning and
provide people with a quality service
based on proven good practice.
While it’s true that more stringent
national policies and legislation have
helped drive the industry forward and
improve the general standard of home
care, it remains vital to remember at all
times that it’s a people business and no
two people are the same.
That’s why at Goldcare Professionals
I’m very keen on creating personalised
care plans with clients, their families and

friends, which truly reflect
individual people’s needs.
Things can change though,
so the care plan can’t be
permanently set in stone.  It
needs to be flexible enough
to react to changes in
people’s personal
circumstances and
unforeseen events that
influence the care that’s
needed.
The quality of home care
that’s provided is of course inextricably
linked to the calibre of the carer.  While
direct experience and good character
are paramount, training is important too.
I’ve always been very keen therefore on
carers undertaking vocational training
courses and in particular having a
minimum Level 2 Diploma in Health and
Social Care.
Communication is also vital in the
delivery of the best home care service.
Our clients, their family, our carers and

care managers, everyone needs to
know how things are going.
Registered with the Quality Care
Commission (CQC), Goldcare
Professionals offers a wide range of
home care services with one clear goal:
To help maintain the independence of
people in their own homes and local
community.
For further information please visit our
website at
www.goldcareprofessionals.com

Julie Michalak, Managing Director, Goldcare Professionals
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Building Services Building Services

Directory & What’s On

G D MEEK
Your local builder
Structural alterations
Property maintenance
Partitions
Carpentry
Insurance work
Garden walls

T: 0117 932 5706
M: 07770 303807

CarpentryAdditional Income

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Appliance Repairs

DEADLINE FOR PLACING DIRECTORY ADVERTS 
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Blinds

Carpet Cleaning

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Carpet Fitters
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Directory & What’s On
Car Services

Clock Repairs

Computers / IT

Computers / IT

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym. T:
0117 986 1000.

Dance Lessons

Electrical

Events

Events

Chimney Sweep

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Driveways

Furniture Makers

First Aid Training
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Garden ServicesGarden Services

Joinery

Locksmiths

Directory & What’s On

Home
Improvements

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Holidays

Hypnotherapy

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Hair & Beauty

Home Help
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Directory & What’s On
Logs Painting

& Decorating
Pest Control

Pawn Brokers

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com

Plumbers

Plumbers

Plastering
Mobility Services

Pallets

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958
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Directory & What’s On
Waste DisposalTV & Aerials

Taxis

Therapies

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

Window Cleaners

Stair Repairs

Roofing

Podiatry

Plumbers

Venue Hire

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Uniforms

Sewing Lessons

K R T Tyres
Part worn tyres

13” – 19”
Fitted and
balanced

07770 222 611
0117 986 0868
Brookleaze, Keynsham

BS31 2AL

Tyres
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The flood victims in Hanham that
the Environment Agency forgot
While the spotlight has been on those affected by flooding
in Somerset, some residents who were forced out of their
riverside homes in Hanham feel they have been forgotten. 
Steve and Linda Godwin live at Riverside Cottages, four terraced
cottages just a few metres from the River Avon. Mr Godwin, 61,
who has cancer, said he and his neighbours had been flooded at
Christmas and once since, and felt let down by the Environment
Agency. He had signed up for its Flood Warning scheme – but did
not get called.
He also feels let down by South Gloucestershire Council, which did
not deliver sandbags as requested. 
At Christmas, realising how high the river was, the Godwins took
what they could upstairs before leaving. The waters came rushing
in, flooding the ground floor and back gardens to a depth of three
feet. A pair of semi-detached cottages and a large house set further
back escaped the flood but their gardens were under water.
Since then the Godwins have been living with relatives but, like

their neighbours, are
gradually moving back in.
They are still without
heating or hot water. Their
kitchen units, replaced after
they were flooded in
November 2012, which led
to a total insurance claim of
around £60,000, are badly
water damaged.

Mr Godwin emailed the Environment Agency to say there had been
no warning and received a reply on 1st February saying: “I have
looked at our flood warning service and yes, you are correct, the
Lower Avon alert has not been issued. I believe this is because the
trigger for this alert is from the river level in Bath and the criteria
was not met. The River Avon at your location can be affected when
we experience big tides in the Severn Estuary. Unfortunately it
looks like the current alert does not consider the tidal level. . . I will
speak to the team responsible for our flood warning service and
request that this issue is investigated.”
Jo McCarron, Labour’s Parliamentary candidate for Kingswood,

has been helping the Godwins and their neighbours after they
responded to a letter she put through homes to discover the impact
of the floods.
She has secured 120 sandbags in the event of further flooding.  
She said:  “Families facing the distress of flooding need to know
they will get all the help available. It seems residents here are not
being taken seriously.”
She said the council needed a proper strategy to avoid this
happening again and urged people to respond to the consultation
the council is running on its new Local Flood Risk Management
Strategy.
She added: “I’ve also demanded answers from B&NES Council to
find out why the sluice gates were opened down river and what
assessment was made of the impact here in Kingswood.
Furthermore I’ve written to the Police Commissioner to raise the
issue of speed boats destroying the river bank.”
Mr Godwin feels the flooding was made worse because trees and
vegetation on the riverbank had been removed to make way for the
new cycle path. Meanwhile he hopes the river will be dredged: “The
storms, high tides, and flooding brought down numerous trees and
with the boating traffic about to increase for the new season, it is an
accident waiting to happen.”
A council spokesman said: “We recommend that people sign up for
the Environment Agency’s Flood Warning scheme and the Met
Office’s Severe Weather warning to make sure they are aware of
forthcoming flood warnings.
“While local authorities are not statutorily responsible for protecting
homes and properties from flooding, we seek wherever possible to
work with residents and businesses to help them prepare for
flooding and deal with its effects. We provide a range of information
and advice via our Emergency Planning Team.  
“We can provide sandbags on request and free. However, we
cannot guarantee that we are able to meet all requests as
sandbags will be prioritised for high-risk sites and issued on a first-
come, first-served principle.  We advise householders to be as self-
reliant as possible.”
The flood consultation deadline is 31st March.

Steve Godwin



The 37th Kingswood Drum Corps will be once again
representing Kingswood in both the British Youth Band
Association and Drum Corps UK circuits in 2014. 
The youngsters, aged from eight to their mid-20s, have been
working on their new arrangement for the season and will be
performing a show entitled 'The Neverending Story'.

Charlotte Jones, co-director of the group, said: ‘This year's
show reflects the broad age range of our members and portrays
the storytelling lifecycle - starting with tunes from a child's first
nursery rhymes, through youth fiction to some of the modern
classics widely read by adults. Our members, including a few
new faces, have worked hard over the winter on their music and

performance skills and are getting ready to start outside
practices now that spring has sprung."
With a new look planned for 2014, the 37th are delighted to be
taking part in the UK-wide competitive circuit once again.
Venues as far afield as Romford and Widnes are on the
agenda, but you will also be able to see them in action locally,
hopefully taking part in Kingswood’s Armed Forces Day Parade
and at Hanham Common Fair later this year.  
New  members  are welcome. Contact info@37th.co.uk for
more information.
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Apprenticeship fair
attracts 200 young people 

Busy year ahead for Drum Corps

Last week's apprenticeship fair at Hanham High School which
was organised by MP Chris Skidmore drew about 200 young
people and was attended by around 20 companies. 
Mr Skidmore, who organised the event as part of National
Apprenticeships Week, said: “I am really pleased that so many
people came along to see what great opportunities there were
and from speaking to some of the young people there they were
really excited about what was on offer. I believe apprenticeships
are very important to both businesses and young people looking
for experience.”
The businesses who attended included Rolls Royce, Marshfield
Bakery, Care UK, City of Bristol College and many others. 
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Crossword Solution
C E C A O M O

B R A G R A T E P A Y E R S
E G O O E O A

P T O S I S M O N O P O L Y
A H S I

A C R E I N T E G R A T E D
E L N O O A

C O W L D I N G O T O R T
U E G S O T

A S P H Y X I A T E L A R D
O F L U

M U L T I P L E L E G U M E
S D U V E A P

R E C O I L L E S S T I E R
D G P N H E T

Rugby    
Keynsham break Quins hoodoo

Ladies rugby team launched

Last Tuesday Keynsham Town’s First XI suffered a setback with a
4-1 reverse at mid-table Devizes Town.
An early corner found three Devizes players unmarked at the far
post, one of whom gleefully headed home. However, on 23 minutes,
parity was restored. Pat Davison was brought down for a penalty
and Ryan Ashwood converted. Keynsham were struggling to create
any chances and found themselves a further two goals behind by
half time. Although the second half saw a marked improvement from
the home side, they were not able to trouble the Devizes goalkeeper
and the visitors made it 4-1 with an injury time penalty.
On Saturday, the Reserves hosted high-flying Wrington Redhill. In
an entertaining game, the away side took the lead in the 70th
minute. However, Luke Lipinski equalised ten minutes later. The
Thirds were also in action that afternoon and recorded a 2-1 victory
over Hanham. 
This Saturday (15th March) sees local rivals Oldland Abbotonians
visit the AJN Stadium for a crucial clash (kick-off 3pm).
The results of the January 500 Club draw are as follows: 1st prize -
£50 – Rachel & Kevin Murch; 2nd prize - £30 – Chris Astley; 3rd
prizes – 3 x £10 – Mrs E J Smale, Sandy Sandison and Terrie
French.

After 9 years and approximately 15 matches Keynsham managed to
get one over their local rivals Bristol Harlequins.  In splendid
conditions at Crown Field the home team showed plenty of
adventure from the outset.  The visitors’ spirit was splendid though,
and each time Keynsham scored Quins responded almost
immediately. The result was in doubt right up to the final minutes but
Keynsham held on to win 26-20.
The seconds played Stothert & Pitt’s first XV and lost 5-43. Despite
the score line saying otherwise, Keynsham’s pack dominated and
they exerted a lot of pressure on the home side but were not able to
find anyone to finish the job.  In defence, not for the first time this
season, they were let down by some poor tackling. 
Next Saturday sees the firsts and seconds at home for re-arranged
matches from earlier in the season where the visitors are Drybrook
and Nailsea/Backwell.

Keynsham centre, Gaz Bradnock making a break, supported by Mark
Harwood (Richard Angell).

Frys FC 1st Team have reached the semi finals of the Somerset
County League, Premier/First Division Cup following a 2-1 away
victory over Broad Plain.  Tom PItt and Paul Worlock got the goals.
The Reserves went down 0-1 at home to Long Ashton in the
Somerset County League, Division 2 East and the A team lost at
Hanham Reserves in their Bristol and District League (Division 2)
match. The B's were more successful in their Division 4 game,
winning 4-0 away to Lawrence Rovers.

Keynsham Mencap have played and won three out of four matches.
The penultimate tournament sees them top of the South West Ability
Counts League with one tournament left to play on 27th April.
Their tournament on 4th March was the first where they had to
battle the elements, with heavy rain for the first two matches, but
they coped admirably. 
The squad are Barry Hollyman, Dean Cole, Ivan Stephens, Jethro
Payne, Jordan Phillips, Phil Blouet, Mike Bawdon, Richard Yendle,
Steve Owens and Steve Ferris.

The newly formed Kingswood Ladies RFC will be entering their first
all-Ladies Touch Rugby tournament on 29th March at Chippenham
RFC. They will subsequently participate in the Bristol Touch Rugby
Summer league. The club, which is affiliated to Kingswood RFC,
was launched at a party on Saturday.
For more information visit www.pitchero.com/clubs/kingswood

Football 
Disappointing defeat for
Keynsham Town

Frys FC 

Keynsham Mencap league success

Sudoku Solutions
1 8 7 5 4 9 2 3 6
3 6 5 7 2 8 9 1 4
9 4 2 6 3 1 5 8 7
4 7 6 1 8 2 3 9 5
5 3 1 4 9 6 8 7 2
2 9 8 3 7 5 6 4 1
6 5 3 8 1 4 7 2 9
8 2 4 9 6 7 1 5 3
7 1 9 2 5 3 4 6 8

6 9 7 1 5 2 8 4 3
1 4 2 3 8 9 6 7 5
8 5 3 4 7 6 1 2 9
4 8 1 6 9 5 2 3 7
2 6 5 8 3 7 4 9 1
3 7 9 2 1 4 5 6 8
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