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New Cheltenham Road
to be closed for a month

A key route in Kingswood will be closed for a month from next
Monday for gas main works.

First bus services 6 and 7 will be affected by the closure of New
Cheltenham Road from the New Cheltenham Road roundabout
and Stanton Close from 10th March to 11th April, with diversions
operating.
For details see the First bus website www.firstgroup.com/ukbus/bristol_bath/travel_news/service

Meanwhile a temporary road closure is currently in place with
diversions set up at Carsons Road/Rodway Hill in Mangotsfield.
South Gloucestershire Council is doing vital ground
investigation works as part of a major retaining wall replacement
scheme.

The work is due to be finished by 7th March. The closure has
affected Wessex bus service 86.
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People asked for their
views on new fire
station at Hicks Gate

Avon Fire & Rescue Service has been consulting on its outline
plans to build a new fire station at Hicks Gate near the Avon
Ring Road.

It follows the announcement in January of a big reorganisation
of the service that will also see a new headquarters built in the
centre of Keynsham.

One of the proposals would see the closure of Keynsham and
Brislington fire stations, with resources amalgamated at a new
fire station in the Hicks Gate area. Last Monday representatives
from a wide range of organisations and interest groups had the
opportunity to provide
their feedback on the
plans for the new
station.
Details of the plans
can also be seen at
Keynsham Library .

The fire service also plans to merge Speedwell with Kingswood
station and replace Southmead and Patchway stations,
amalgamating resources at a new fire station in the area of the
former Filton Airfield.
For more information on Avon Fire & Rescue Service’s Investing
for the Future programme visit www.avonfire.gov.uk
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Justice for Ross and Clare petition
is handed in at Downing Street
A 15,000 signature petition set up after Hillfields
couple Ross and Clare Simons were killed by a
banned driver has been handed in to Downing Street.
Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore, who has been fighting
alongside the couple’s family for tougher penalties for
disqualified drivers who commit an offence by dangerous
driving, accompanied relatives to No 10 last Thursday.
Ross and Clare were riding their tandem bike in Hanham on
27th January 2013 when they were struck and killed by
Nicholas Lovell, 38, from West Street, Oldland Common.
With 11 previous convictions for disqualified driving and four
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convictions for dangerous driving, he was given the maximum
possible sentence but this amounted to just 10 years and six
months.
A poignant picture of the couple on their wedding day was on
the side of the petition boxes.

Mr Skidmore said: “In total we expect the petition to have
reached just over 16,000 signatures. This isn't the end of the
campaign by any means – the next stage is to see what
response we get from the Justice Secretary, and I hope that
there will be some good news later this year.
“We are also looking at the possibility of setting up a victim
support group to help families in the future.”
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Kelston Road will stay closed
for at least six months
The landslip at Kelston is much worse than feared and the
A431 will remain closed for at least six months.
“There is the potential for a catastrophic landslip that could
prove fatal to anyone in its path,” Bath & North East Somerset
Council said on Monday.
Water moving deep underground has destabilised the road and
works so far have indicated that the ground is slipping by as
much as seven metres below the road surface.

The road has been closed since 17th February and has led to
long diversions and holds-ups on the A4, Keynsham bypass
and Keynsham Road. The A420 through Wick and Lansdown
Road have also been much busier.
The council said: “We understand the impact on people’s
journeys but the safety of the travelling public is absolutely
paramount and until there is a solution in place, we cannot
consider allowing vehicles, cyclists or people on foot to use this
stretch of highway.
“We’ve deployed the latest state-of-the-art equipment including
CCTV, ground radar technology, expert independent
geotechnical engineers and drilling rigs to gather intelligence
about the geological characteristics underneath Kelston Road
and the adjacent land. Up to 20 boreholes need to be drilled,
including on land either side of the road. Additional excavations
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will be dug to examine underground features.”

Meanwhile the Crown pub at Kelston has erected signs saying
that it is still accessible from the Bitton side, while the Upton Inn
at Upton Cheyney has also been publicising the fact that all the
roads leading to it are open.

5

Hundreds honour Downend
Olympic star Jenny Jones
Hundreds of people lined the streets of Downend,
Fishponds and Bristol city centre on Monday to
honour local Winter Olympic bronze medallist Jenny
Jones.
Wearing her trademark hat, the 33-year-old snowboarder, who
became the first Briton to win an Olympic medal in a snow
event after winning bronze in Slopestyle at Sochi, began her
official homecoming by meeting pupils at Hambrook Primary
School and Downend School, before boarding an open-top bus
for the seven-mile journey into the city centre for a grand
reception at City Hall.

Crowds at Downend School

The rain that had poured down while she was answering
students’ questions in the hall at Downend miraculously
stopped before she walked out to board the bus and there was
sunshine and blue skies all the way to City Hall.

including
the
Lord
Mayor of Bristol Cllr
Faruk Choudhury, the
Chairman of South
Gloucestershire Council
Cllr Ian Boulton, and the
Chairman of Downend
and Bromley Heath
Parish Council Cllr
Graeme Riley.

Before boarding the bus
Cllr Riley presented
Jenny with the honour
of being a Parish
Champion.

A huge cheering crowd
greeted Jenny when
she got off the bus and
she was inundated with
requests for autographs
and pictures. She walked to the front of City Hall where she was
warmly welcomed by the Mayor of Bristol George Ferguson and
led in for the civic reception.

Other invited guests included the Chief Constable of Avon &
Somerset Nick Gargan and the Chairman of Bath & North East
Somerset Council Cllr Neil Butters.

The bus left Downend School at about 4pm and travelled along
Westerleigh Road and Cleeve Road, Downend Road and
Fishponds Road before joining the M32. It then went along
Bond Street, though the St James Barton Roundabout, along
Rupert Street and past the Hippodrome on the Centre, before
arriving at College Green/Park Street about an hour later.
Many people waiting for a glimpse of Jenny were waving flags,
while drivers beeped their horns as the bus, with police
outriders, made its way through the streets.

Jenny’ and the Lord Mayor

Cllr Choudhury presented Jenny with a piece of Bristol Blue
glass made specially in her honour and Jenny then made a
speech thanking all her supporters. There was also the chance
to watch her winning Slopestyle on a big screen.

Jenny’s mum

There was a party atmosphere on board the bus on which were
her parents Pete and Helen, who still live in Downend, and
other members of her family, plus friends and local dignitaries,
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Jenny, who now lives in Backwell, has become something of a
celebrity since winning bronze, with appearances on The One
Show, the Jonathan Ross Show and Daybreak since returning
home. She has also been on Channel 4’s Sunday Brunch and
in total has notched up around 60 interviews with the media.
She will be back on the slopes for her next contest in about a
month.
The Week in • Thursday 6th March 2014

HorseWorld charitable work continues
Whitchurch

The HorseWorld visitor centre closed its doors last
weekend as the equine charity attempts to come to
terms with mounting losses and recent planning
refusal of its future development plans.
No redundancies have yet been announced and consultation is
continuing with up to 24 visitor centre staff at Staunton Lane
whose jobs are at risk. The charity's core work of equine rescue

use for the land at Staunton Lane is currently being pursued. If
successful, it could result in some equine staff positions being
saved.

Tears as Visitor
Centre closes

Members of staff at Horseworld were in tears as the Visitor
Centre at Whitchurch closed its doors for the final time last
Friday.

The Centre which includes a café, shop and gardens as well as
horses and farm animals was as busy as ever with many
parents and children left wondering why there was so little time
in which to say farewell to their favourite animals. The 24 staff
involved had been told about the closure the previous Monday
and were left reeling from the news.

and re-homing as well as the Discovery course work with
disadvantaged children will continue as before at HorseWorld's
welfare centre on the adjacent Keynes Farm.

The visitor centre first opened in 2000 as a way of showcasing
the charity's work with horses as well as generating new
streams of income in the facing of diminishing charitable
donations and legacies. But according to Managing Director
Mark Owen, while the centre has brought in revenue, the costs
of keeping it open and staffed have been greater in recent
years, hence the plans for a new facility.
Closure was first highlighted as a possibility when Mr Owen
addressed Bath & North East Somerset Council planners last
Autumn. During the hearing into the charity's ambitious plans
to build a new and improved visitor centre at Keynes Farm and
sell its current Staunton Lane site for housing, he told the
committee their decision could either be a new dawn for
HorseWorld or spell the end of a chapter in its 60 year history.
While consultation with staff continues, a possible alternative
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Among visitors visiting for the final time were artist Hazel
Hillman, from Chew Valley, who is a passionate lover of horses
and has visited the centre for several years. Hazel said: “I will
miss it very much. However I am still prepared to carry on
donating to the charity.”

Another visitor, Nina Taylor and her daughter were immensely
disappointed to hear of the closure. Twenty years ago Nina was
not in a position to keep her two ponies and was extremely
grateful to Horseworld for taking them in, enabling her and her
family to visit their
ponies regularly. Nina
said:
“The
main
concern is for the
horses and it is
important that people
still donate.
The
people
here
are
passionate
about
caring for animals.”
Horseworld Visitor Services staff from left to right: Andre Mountain, Abi
Mountain, Kate Croasdale, Victoria Norris and Adam Francombe
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Keynsham

Traders react to arrival of a
national retailer to Keynsham

Following our article in last week's issue (309) on the retail units
within the forthcoming Civic Centre development, we
understand that agreement has been reached with a national
food retailer to occupy one of the anchor sites.

As recently as last week, B&NES Council was still officially
refusing to confirm reports but sources within the council have
told The Week In that a deal has been done with a major food

retailer. B&NES has previously confirmed that it has been in
negotiation with national retailers who did not currently have a
presence in Keynsham. Several names have been mentioned
in the subsequent rumour mill including Sainsbury's and Marks
& Spencer. Due to the restricted size of the unit, however, it is
known the store will be for basket shopping only.
Yet the search to bring national companies into Keynsham as
part of the town's regeneration has not been unanimously
welcomed. Reacting to the latest news, one local retailer told
us: "The council wants to be congratulated for bringing national
retailers into Keynsham but they don't seem to care about the
independent businesses which are already here.

"A food supermarket in the centre is likely to be selling
vegetables, bread, sandwiches and newspapers - all of which
you can already buy from local businesses within 50 metres.
"The problem is that decisions are being made by people who
don't live in Keynsham or care about the consequences."

Building work begins
at Lyde Green

Work is under way on Taylor Wimpey’s new Lyde Green
development, with the first plots due to go on sale this spring.

Following the completion of the purchase of the site by the
housebuilder late last year, construction began last month on
the 223 new homes, which will make up part of the 99-hectare
Emersons Green East Urban Extension.
Lyde Green will offer two-bedroom apartments and two, three,
four and five-bedroom houses. In time the development will
benefit from leafy parkland, schools, commercial properties,
leisure facilities and local shops and services as the wider
Emersons Green East Urban Extension is constructed. A park
and ride bus route is also in the pipeline.
8
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Letters

An open letter to the Mayor
of Bristol

Dear Mr Ferguson,
Re: Democracy in the City of Bristol
I am writing to you on behalf of the St
George Neighbourhood Action Group
(SNAG) and the thousands of Bristol
residents who would like to see evidence
of democratic decision making within
Bristol City Council. We hereby request
your immediate attention regarding the
matter of the council’s proposed two-milelong-one-way-scheme in Crew’s Hole, St
George.
In October 2013 it was leaked to the press
that the council was implementing a
controversial experimental one-way
scheme in Crews Hole. Concerned
residents rallied together to find an
alternative plan that would improve the
road
without
creating
additional
congestion and pollution. We sought a
democratic solution within the community
and directly consulted with Sustrans to
ensure our proposal would be acceptable
to cyclists before submitting it to the
council.
At the well-attended public meeting on 6th
November 2013, the community voted
unanimously in favour of the alternative
proposal and made it clear that under no
circumstances would we consent to a

Sudoku

1-Easy
6 1 2 9
5 4
3 1 4
7
7
3 6
8 2
4 3
7

9

Dear Stephen,
I had a letter published last year with
reference to a rumour that dog bins in
South Gloucestershire were to disappear.
Recently the signs have appeared to say
that they will indeed disappear in April.
These bins must be one of the most used
amenities. They keep our streets and
open spaces clear of dog waste. I find it
hard to believe that the savings are going
to be of any consequence.
They say we can use ordinary bins but
they are not always in the right place. I
think the other ideal of putting it in your
own black bin amazing - can you imagine
the smell in hot weather waiting for your
fortnightly bin collection!
Come on South Glos, for the savings it is
going to make it can not be worth it.
I am sure dog waste will be come more of
a problem in our area after April.
Nick Gould, Oldland

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
Sunday 9th March

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)
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6
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What a mess!

2 -Hard

7 8
9 5
8
6
1 2
9 6
2 4
8

with our elected Mayor. This meeting was
requested on 5th February and we have
still not received any response. We, the
people of Bristol, find this continual lack of
democracy,
transparency
and
accountability within the council utterly
deplorable and we urge you, our elected
representative, to ensure a prompt and
democratic resolution to this matter.
Yours sincerely
Freja Shamanka

one-way scheme being implemented in
Crews Hole. We also stated that should
our community proposal be found to be
unacceptable to the council, we would
consider any other alternative except the
council confiscating one (or more) lanes
from an essential arterial route in an area
already massively under serviced by
roads and public transport. Residents
were extremely relieved when on 10th
December 2013, Councillors Breckels,
Pearce and Stone publicly voted against
implementing the Crews Hole one-way
scheme.
It has since become apparent that Bristol
City Council has made the entirely
undemocratic decision to put the vetoed
proposal ‘back on the table’, thereby
rescinding a lawful decision made by our
elected councillors and handing it over to
an unelected regeneration project based
in Temple Meads. From the outset we
have been concerned by the unclear
intentions behind the proposed scheme,
and so made a Freedom of Information
request to gain transparency regarding
the funding conditions. The FOI request
was made on 18th November 2013, and
despite a 20-day maximum response time
and a follow-up query on 23rd January,
we still have not received any disclosure
from the council regarding this matter.
With democratically made decisions being
casually discarded and legally requested
information being withheld, we felt the
only option left was to request a meeting
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Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)
Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)
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Letters

Accusations not backed up

Dear Editor,
I attended South Gloucestershire Council’s
Revenue Budget meeting on 19th February.
I made sure I was well provisioned for what I
thought would be a long meeting. I did have
other interesting things I could have been
doing but believed that the meeting would be
a spectacle.
The reason WHY I had chosen to go to the
meeting was a good one. I had seen a leaflet
that the Conservatives had distributed and
are still distributing, apportioning blame for
the new charging arrangements for the
green bins. The time and effort made to get
a leaflet out which is such an 'in your face
attack' made me think I would see fireworks
at the council meeting.
I thought the chair would be calling for
'Order' as the Conservatives waded in with
the shout 'Keep the green bins free'. Did I
hear that language? NOT A BIT. The Tories
did not pursue it, even though the council
has a windfall of £4 million available in next
year’s budget.
Conservative leader John Calway presented
the Revenue Budget and all was calm on the
'battlefield'. The leaflet that was written in
such accusatory and inflammatory terms
was not backed up in public. The
accusations were nowhere to be heard,
because the Tories know they are not as
printed.
All this leads me to a number of questions:
WHO writes and sanctions this stuff in a
grubby attempt to spread misinformation?
Will those behind it ever put a stop to what I
consider the offence of trying to mislead the
community?
When
will
South
Gloucestershire’s
Conservatives learn that this type of
unpleasant behaviour turns voters off
politics?
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How can we get residents to understand the
reality of the budget problems faced by
cash-strapped councils and the cuts they are
being forced to make?
Labour Councillor Pat Rooney has given a
factual explanation of the new green bin
arrangements and if readers want to know
the truth read it – and not a Conservative
leaflet that should go for recycling as useless
rubbish.
April J Begley (Mrs), Hanham

Labour can't have it both
ways

Dear Editor,
There are just weeks to go before South
Gloucestershire Labour councillors’ new
green bin tax kicks in and we now appear to
be witnessing a concerted effort by the local
Labour Party to pretend they had nothing to
do with its introduction.
Let us be clear – Labour councillors are on
record as having voted to introduce this new
charge for the collection of green bins, which
had previously been included as part of your
council tax bill. Instead of demanding more
for the many millions of pounds that the
council pays annually to the Sita waste
contractor, residents have instead been
targeted with this backward measure, which
will damage communities, as well as the
environment.
Labour cannot have it both ways – they
cannot impose their bureaucratic system of
decisions-by-committee without consulting
the public and then run away from the
decision that they made to bring in this
punitive new bin tax, which will lead to
increased fly-tipping, decreased recycling
rates, animosity between neighbours, and
worsen the cost of living.
Cllr Ian Adams
Conservative Lead on the Communities
Committee and Councillor for Siston &
Warmley
South Gloucestershire Council

Let's hope closure will not
be permanent

Dear Sir,
The managing director, chair and trustees of
HorseWorld should hang their heads in
shame at the closure of the Visitor Centre.
This action is unnecessary and slashes a
major financial artery of income. The board
could make an immediate saving of
£108,000 pa by dropping the role of
managing director and create the lesser role
of manager at a lower salary and no
company car.
Mr Owen, who is the present incumbent,
insists that he has no influence or
involvement in any decisions made by the
board. If this is truly the case, make the role
redundant.
The mental stress and anxiety that loyal staff
have had to suffer over the past weeks is
unforgivable. There are many unanswered
questions that have been ignored by the
chair and board. When was the decision
taken to close the Visitor Centre? Was it
weeks ago or last weekend?
There is speculation that the tack shop,
another source of income, will be moved to
the welfare yard. So what prevention
measures will be taken to prevent the highly
contagious and sometimes fatal equine
disease of Strangles being brought on to the
yard? What will be the cost of maintaining
the security of contents and buildings whilst
empty?
HorseWorld, formerly known as, Friends of
Bristol Horses Society, has survived
successfully for over 60 years it deserves
better from its chair, and trustees, sadly, the
majority of whom, have little knowledge of
equines.
There will be many children who will miss
their visits to HorseWorld and the interaction
with the horses, donkeys and cuddles with
the smaller animals over the coming
holidays this year. Let's hope that that the
closure will not be permanent.
G Barrett
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Letters

Station consultation thanks

Dear Stephen,
Please may I through your excellent
publication convey my thanks to all those
from B&NES Council who made the
consultation event last week at Saltford Hall
such a success. Special thanks to Cllr
Caroline Roberts, transport officer Peter
Dawson and consultant David Crockett.
What is especially satisfying for the
campaign is to see a revised annual
operating revenue for the station of
£770,000, excluding car park fees. The
stated figure of approximately 150 parking
spaces on site, plus an additional overflow
car park, I hope allays fears of on-street
parking within the village. With a build cost of
£4 million including disabled access ramps,
the figures add up.
Once the data from the consultation is
analysed, a further report will be published
later this year. Thanks to all of you who took
the time to come along and see the
proposals.
Chris Warren
Salford Station Campaign

Saltford Station: wrong
location

Dear Editor,
At the exhibition in Saltford Hall on 25th
February 2014 a possible alternative site
adjacent to Chelwood Road was shown on
one of the presentation sheets, and
dismissed for the valid reasons quoted under
‘weaknesses & threats’. But 250 metres
further towards Keynsham is the obvious
location, and when questioned if this had
been considered, I was told that no one had
thought of that option! This would fall well
within a 1km catchment band as used on
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many of the presentations, when centred in
the middle of existing housing stock.
Platforms could be sited on the Bath side of
the existing wide stone bridge over the rail
tracks near the end of Worlds End Lane,
providing more than adequate disabled
access to either side, without having to
provide a new bridge. There is adequate
room on both sides of the tracks to provide a
platform without having to cut into the
existing shallow banking. There is room for
unlimited adjacent car parking, and there is
an existing Public Right of Way direct to the
site from Wedmore Road, all on the level.
The local 665 bus service could easily divert
to this site, for those who are not able to walk
or drive, or for those with heavy shopping, or
suitcases when going on holiday.
Access for cars could be from an upgraded
Worlds End Lane, or a new link from the end
of Ashmead Lane where it meets Pixash
Lane, both via the Broadmead Roundabout,
thus avoiding any additional congestion on
the A4.
Alternatively, a new roundabout to serve
both the station and Glenavon Farm, which
already has planning permission for
development, with a slip road for traffic from
the Keynsham direction, would reduce
congestion and the hazard caused by traffic
using either destination. Being a near level
site, the engineering costs would be far less
than the existing B&NES proposed site,
which if that were to go ahead, would
involve very considerable deep piling costs
on the river side of the tracks, plus a new
footbridge and an inadequate longer term
parking facility.
Mike Reed, Saltford

Please re-read what I wrote

Dear Stephen,
It is always pleasing when something you
write opens up debate by way of a reply.
What a shame then that Chris Oliver's letter

(issue 309) in reply to my letter (308) is a
case of not reading what is being said. With
regards to getting new businesses to fill the
Civic Centre, I commented: "Getting those
businesses
already
established
in
Keynsham to up sticks and move to the new
centre achieves nothing as it leaves behind
empty shops which in turn have to be filled."
Mr Oliver chose to comment on that
statement up to the words "achieves
nothing", prompted to do so because as the
owner of the hardware store in Temple
Street, he may have to move his business to
the new centre because with the
redevelopment of the Riverside, to use his
own words "several shop units may
disappear". Yes, absolutely, I agree, he will
have to move. The difference being if the
empty units are flattened there are no "shops
which in turn have to be filled". So clearly,
any business affected would have to
relocate if its present premises are under
threat. Such a situation does not fall within
the comment I made.
Mr Oliver clearly finds himself in the same
situation as the Handyman, a total lack of
information. I was not suggesting that a few
larger chains stores move in at the expense
of local businesses. My total dislike of Costa
Coffee's arrival, putting pressure on local
cafes/coffee shops, has found me writing to
The Week In. Local businesses should
always be encouraged if relevant to people’s
needs. My suggestion of Wilkinsons was just
a name off the top of my head. It could have
been any one of a dozen.
I do realise, Mr Oliver, you already have
competition from Lays Farm. I do
sympathise with your situation and wish you
well and are able to continue trading in
Keynsham, wherever you find yourself
trading from.
John Howlett, Keynsham
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Support for revamped skatepark
Warmley

There are hopes that a plan to rebuild the skatepark at
Warmley Forest Park will soon get off the ground.
The parishes of Oldland, Bitton and Siston are all backing the
project being championed by local skateboard enthusiast Dan
Lacey who has been involved in other projects to help create
skateparks.

In recent years the skatepark at Warmley has fallen into disrepair
and become neglected, with local young people saying they now
have nowhere to go. A meeting was held in January attended by
parents, young people and councillors from all parties to discuss
what to do.
Dan said: “I am passionate about skating and I’ve been involved in
other projects previously to help create skateparks. It’s really
important local skaters have somewhere they can go and it’s great
when the community and politicians come together to support
projects like this.
“We are awaiting on funding and we’ve drawn up an initial plan
which will be discussed at our next meeting on 19th March. Anyone
who is interested in getting involved is welcome to join us.”

The meeting on the 19th March will be at 6pm in the Scout Hut in
Warmley.
Jo McCarron, Labour’s parliamentary candidate for Kingswood,
who attended the meeting in January, said: “The social benefits of
young people having somewhere to go and something to do are so
important. No one likes to see land go to waste and looking at the
sheer amount of people who attended the last meeting, there is

Local councillors support the skateboarders

most certainly clear demand for a park in Warmley.

“It’s brilliant that there are people like Dan who is keen to put his
energy into creating something which will be a fantastic asset to the
local community. I hope the project secures the money it deserves.”

Cllr Ian Adams, Conservative councillor for Siston and Warmley,
said: “I am very supportive of community efforts to improve the
facilities available to our local youngsters, including at Warmley
Forest Skate Park. It’s really important that we all work together to
provide the safe and positive environments where young people
can build their confidence and develop their skills and talents,
whilst also being able to socialise with their friends.

“The council’s youth cuts have disproportionately impacted upon
rural areas and so providing facilities in these locations is
essential.”

ACROSS

Crossword
1

2

8

3

6

7

11
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13

17

18

20

14

15

24
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DOWN

1 Existence beyond earthly reality (10)
2 Climbing garden plant (8)
3 Pasta dish (10)
4 Plant stalk (4)
5 Cylindrical tube (4)
6 Alters (6)
7 Heavy responsibility (4)
14 Head of a monastery (5)
15 An attraction (10)
16 Non discernable (10)
19 Confuse with brilliance (8)
21 Remove by erosion or evaporation (6)
24 In a short time (4)
25 Belonging to us (4)
26 Something that actually exists (4)

19

21

28

12

5

9

10

23

4

22

25

26

27

29

Across

8 Dish of meat and or vegetables in stock (4)
9 Achievement (10)
10 To lower someone's dignity (6)
11 Humility (8)
12 Exchange (4)
13 Offering guidance and direction (10)
17 Natural compound occurring in urine (4)
18 The curved path followed by a planet (5)
19 Corpse (4)
20 Of high moral or intellectual value (10)
22 A flat, circular plate (4)
23 Not well financially (5-3)
27 Familiar word for mosquito (6)
28 From a Central American country (5,5)
29 To taste with the tongue (4)

Down
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Stolen goods recovered Department for
from Fishponds
Education visits troubled
Police have posted pictures on the website Flickr of stolen
goods that they recovered from an address in Fishponds last
Oldfield School
month.

On Saturday 22nd February they arrested a man on suspicion
of theft and burglary as part of an ongoing investigation.

At the property various items of stolen goods from across
Bristol, South Gloucestershire, Bath & North East Somerset and
Wiltshire were seized. Some of the goods, which include tools,
clothing and jewellery, have been returned to their rightful
owners but many still remain unclaimed.
Go to www.flickr.com/photos/aspolice/sets/7215764164460
9365/ to see if any of the items are yours and then contact DI
Deryck Rees from the Priority Crime Team on 101.

An Avon & Somerset police spokesman said: “There are various
steps you can take to help protect your property and help us
return it to you if it is stolen. Power tools and gardening
equipment should be clearly marked with your postcode and
house number. Electrical and other valuable items should be
registered on the free stolen property database – and please
remember to take photos of jewellery and other unique items.
“Please also remember to remove valuables from vehicles, or
keep them out of sight, and lock your vehicle as most of the
property was taken from insecure vehicles.”

Downend

Trees in crisis

The next meeting of the Downend Horticultural Society is on
13th March at the Assembly Hall, Salisbury Road (7.30pm).

Joey Dicker will be the guest speaker, talking about trees in
crisis.

Bookings are now being taken for the society's trip to RHS
Wisley in July. For details on both events contact Viv Brake on
0117 956 0178 or Roger Davis on 0117 957 1703.
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Officials from the Department for Education this week
visited troubled Oldfield School to meet headteacher Kim
Sparling and chair of governors Julie Cope.

The visit follows widespread
criticism of the way the academy,
which draws pupils from South
Gloucestershire and Bristol as well
as B&NES, is managed.

A statement on the school's website says: "The school and the
Department for Education have met. Terms of reference have been
agreed for the governance review. The school will be co-operating
fully with the review. No further comment will be made at this point."
Ofsted visited the school in December but only a partial inspection
report has been published, expressing concerns about the
relationship between governors and headteacher and saying the
governing board did not properly hold Mrs Sparling to account when
dealing with issues such as complaints, grievances and whistle
blowing.

More than 1,100 people signed a petition, which has now been
closed, calling for the publication of the full extent of concerns about
Oldfield School. Comments on the petition, set up on the
change.org website, reveal criticism of the way the school is run.
Highly critical and damning comments have been written by exmembers of staff, former, current, and prospective parents, and
current and former pupils.
Seen by many as a curious comment, Mrs Sparling has spoken of
her “delight at the feedback from Ofsted” and that she is “extremely
lucky to have such a strong committed team of governors at the
school”.
She has been head since 1998. Oldfield became an academy,
funded directly by the Department for Education, in 2011.

On a visit to Bristol last week, Education Secretary Michael Gove,
to whom the petition is addressed, told the BBC that he was aware
that there were issues that needed addressing at Oldfield but it was
important to remember that the academy delivered great results for
pupils.
Oldfield’s website says it currently tops local school league tables
with 77 per cent of students achieving five A*to C grades, including
maths and English at GCSE.
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Saltford Station exhibition
Saltford residents turned out last week to see the progress to
date and to give their views on the possible reopening of
Saltford Station.

Last year, B&NES Council set aside funds for a 'high level
options assessment' - the next stage of what is a lengthy
evaluation process and the exhibition at Saltford Hall on
Tuesday 25th February highlighted the findings of the
consultants engaged on the project.
It emerged that the company, Halcrow, initially considered two
locations, rejecting a site not far from Saltford Hall in favour of
the former station itself. Options to manage the potential
problems of traffic around the junction with the A4 and parking
associated with the site were examined with the various pros
and cons of each. One of the considerations was a possible
overflow car park on Boathouse field.

estimates of demand for a possible 200,000 single trips per
year from the station and revenue generation of £770,000
(excluding car park charges). On the cost side, the only known
expense is currently the £4m price tag for the actual
construction of the station platforms and attendant construction.

One of the key areas has been identified as east Keynsham
and the Broadmead peninsula. The possibility of a new or
relocated Keynsham station has been raised within that
ongoing consultation, but surprisingly, the Saltford study
appears to have been advanced in isolation.

If you were not able to visit the display, you can view the
information panels and take part in the survey at the B&NES
website www.bathnes.gov.uk

Since agreeing to fund this next stage of the evaluation process
for a possible station at Saltford, B&NES Council has also
progressed its much delayed Core Strategy plans for the area.
To respond to concerns from the Government inspector, the
council is currently consulting over proposals to remove more
land from Green Belt control for additional housing and
employment.

Halcrow had also done number crunching and come up with

Spring fair

Figures still to be determined include the cost of any land
acquisition, design development and the next phases in
delivering the MetroWest project of half-hourly trains passing
through Saltford. Perhaps as a reminder of how much work
there is still to be done, the Halcrow study confirmed that
funding has yet to be identified for the capital and operating
costs of the project. With the Great Western region rail
franchise still to be confirmed post 2016, the support of a train
operating company still remains a challenge to be addressed.

A ‘Hand-made & Vintage Spring Fair’ will take place on
Saturday 15th March from 11am to 3pm at Christ Church
Junior School Hall in Pendennis Road, Downend.

Entry is 50p (no charge for children). On sale will be
handcrafted and bespoke goods, shabby chic and vintage
homeware, cards, jewellery and gifts. Refreshments will be
available. The event will raise money for the Friends of
Christ Church School.
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Affordable new homes being built in
Fishponds and Brislington
New affordable homes are being built in Fishponds and
Brislington.
Working in partnership with Bristol City Council and Lovell,
Knightstone Housing is building 25 new homes in Fishponds - six
one-bed flats, six two-bed houses, nine three-bed houses and
four four-bed houses.
There will be a mixture of tenures available with four social rent
tenure homes, 17 affordable rent tenure homes and four homes
available for shared ownership.

The £2.3m development on land previously occupied by Gleeson
House elderly persons’ home is due to be ready this summer.

Again working in partnership with the council and Lovell,
Knightstone is building 14 two-bed and three-bed houses and four
one-bed flats at Birchwood Road, Brislington, all for affordable
rent, on the site of the former Birchwood elderly persons’ home.
The £1.4m development is due to be completed in early summer.

Funding for the two schemes has come from the Homes and
Communities Agency, Bristol City Council and private finance
raised by Knightstone.

Club relaunching
Hanham

The Young at Heart Club, which replaces Hanham Retirement
Club, will be opening its doors on Thursday 3rd April at Hanham
Community Centre to welcome the over-60s.The club will run
from 1.30pm-3.30pm every Thursday and cost £2 per person.
Organisers Kate Crees and Lyn Rawlings say they are delighted
to be continuing the much-needed club and are looking forward
to welcoming existing and new members with a cream tea on
3rd April and entertainment provided by Daisy Chain
Productions.

Situations Vacant

Vacancy to fill?

Advertising in The Week In is an
effective and low cost option. Call Tracy
or Jodie on 0117 986 0381. Deadline
for Situations Vacant advert bookings is
4.00pm on the FRIDAY preceding
publication.
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Cossham fight
is stepped up

Dozens of local residents attended a public meeting in

Kingswood last week as part of the ongoing campaign for
a minor injuries unit at Cossham Hospital.

Meanwhile Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore has written to Health
Secretary Jeremy Hunt calling on him to investigate South
Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning Group’s decision to
place the provision of the promised unit at Cossham under review.
When local people won their long fight to save Cossham Hospital
from closure, they were told the refurbished facilities would
include a minor injuries unit. Cossham reopened last year after a
£19 million refurbishment that included a renal dialysis unit, x-ray
and scanning department, physiotherapy and outpatient
appointments and Bristol's first midwife-led birth centre. But as
part of the Bristol Health Services Plan, and confirmed by the
hospital’s business plan in 2009, the local community was
promised a minor injuries unit too. More than a year after
Cossham reopened, that has not yet happened.
Last Thursday’s public meeting at the New Cheltenham Hall was
organised by the Save Cossham Hospital Group and Labour’s
Parliamentary candidate Jo McCarron. She launched a petition at
the end of January which has been signed by more than 1,000
people.

Ben Bennett, programme director for the Clinical Commissioning
Group, was at the meeting to assure residents that the CCG had
not ruled out a minor injuries unit and was listening carefully to
residents’ views before a decision is taken. “I am not saying you
won’t have one,” he stressed.

He reiterated what was said at the January meeting of South
Gloucestershire Council’s Public Health and Health Scrutiny
Committee that experience had shown that minor injuries units do
not keep people out of A&E. But campaigners say that with
Frenchay A&E closing in May, people from Kingswood and district
will have to trek over to the new super hospital at Southmead, the
Bristol Royal Infirmary (BRI) or out to the minor injuries unit at
Yate.
Reg Bennett, of the re-formed Save Cossham Hospital Group,
told the meeting that the space for the minor injuries unit – “the
main component” of the revamped hospital - had been available
for over a year.

be Cossham minor injuries unit.

Ben Bennett

“The aim has always been ‘Care in the Community’. We need our
minor injuries unit on our community hospital now before
Frenchay Hospital closes.”
Mrs McCarron said after the meeting: “We know the door is not
closed on this issue at this stage and we hope that our campaign
will go some way to convincing the CCG of the strength of feeling
on the issue.”

As well as asking the Health Secretary to investigate the review
of the minor injuries unit, Mr Skidmore has requested a meeting
between health ministers and representatives of the Save
Cossham Hospital Group.
He said: “I believe that this facility is vital for the local area,
especially since the A&E department at nearby Frenchay Hospital
will be closing in May 2014. Currently, the only nearby minor
injuries unit is at Yate, which for people who rely on public
transport can be a two-hour bus journey.”
Although a question mark is hanging over the minor injuries unit,
two new services are however opening at Cossham in May, when
Frenchay Hospital closes. One is a rapid access outpatient clinic,
aimed at older people. GPs will be able to refer patients straight
to a specialist geriatric consultant at short notice, helping patients
avoid having to go to A&E at Southmead or the BRI.
And Cossham will also be the base for the local out-of-hours
service which will operate from 6.30pm to 8am, Monday to Friday,
and 24 hours a day over weekends and public holidays.

The CCG is currently consulting widely on the best way to provide
urgent care services for patients in South Gloucestershire and
there will be an “engagement event” at Cleve Rugby Club on the
afternoon of 29th April.

“We are now being told ‘there is a doubt’. There can be ‘no doubt’.
If you have a loved one who is injured you get that loved one to
the nearest medical help. For Kingswood and district, that would

Charity night

A fundraising family night is taking place in aid of Cancer
Research on Saturday 15th March from 6pm to 10pm at St
George Labour Club.

Tickets are £3 or £10 for a family of four. For more information
and tickets email TrinaRelayAngel@live.co.uk
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Hanham students go to Wembley
A group of Year 10 students from Hanham High were at
Wembley Stadium on Sunday to provide ball boy and girl
services for the Capital One Cup Final, where Manchester City
beat Sunderland 3-1.
They will also have the opportunity to act as ball boys and girls for
the Johnstone Paint Trophy final, Championship, League One and
League 2 play-off finals, later in the season.

Students went through an application process set by Hanham’s
sports co-ordinator Phil Arnold to decide which lucky students
would take part.

Mr Arnold said: “It is a fantastic privilege and honour for the school
and our students. This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity and will no
doubt stay with them for the rest of their lives.”
The opportunity originated through a link with Mike Coyne,

PETS CORNER

executive head at Hanham Abbots Junior School. As well as being
a headteacher he works in a voluntary capacity as a Council
Member for the English Schools Football Association, the national
governing body for school football.

Warning to pet owners after dog dies chewing e-cigarette
The RSPCA is advising pet owners to keep e-cigarettes and
their refills out of harm's way after a dog died from
chewing the nicotine capsule.
The liquid within the vaporisers contains nicotine and can include
chemicals such as propylene glycol and polyethylene glycol 400.
Nicotine is toxic to animals with poisoning occurring very rapidly
and can be fatal.

Lisa Richards, RSPCA companion animals scientist said: “We
would advise all pet owners to keep their e-cigarettes and
equipment safely out of reach of their pets.
“E-cigarettes and refills can easily contain sufficient quantities of
nicotine to kill a small animal very quickly.
“Just as we would advise pet owners to keep drugs and other toxins
safely shut away and out of reach of their pets, we would advise
them to take care with e-cigarettes too.
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If you are concerned about poisoning or suspect your pet may have
been poisoned, speak to a vet immediately.

Open day at Bristol Cats
and Dogs Home

There is a chance to look behind the scenes at the Bristol Cats and
Dogs Home and RSPCA Clinic in
Albert Road on Sunday 16th
March from 10am to 3pm at the
Spring Open Doors event.
As well as a chance to meet the
animals being cared for at the
home and get advice from
experts, there will be stalls,
games and refreshments.

The home provides care, shelter
and a rehoming service for nearly
2,000 unwanted dogs, cats and
small animals a year. The clinic
delivers more than 12,000
treatments to sick and injured
animals every year.
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Meet the South Glos teenager
who inspired Pharrell
How does it feel when you get a High Five from one of the
world’s biggest pop stars after you inspired and appeared in
his show at the Brits?
“Amazing,” says Levanna Mclean, the 17-year-old student who was
seen by millions last month when she performed on stage at the 02
Arena in London with Pharrell Williams.

At the end of last year Levanna posted a video on YouTube of
herself Northern Soul dancing along Broad Street in Staple Hill to
Pharrell’s Oscar-nominated song Oscar.
A very English spoof of Pharrell’s 24-hour video, Levanna’s version
(shot by her mum Eve) caught the attention of none other than the
singer and producer himself.

And it was her take on his song that inspired his acclaimed show at
the Brit Awards. His was the closing act and performing on stage at
the O2 Arena in London with him and musician Nile Rodgers were
a group of Northern Soul dancers from Manchester – and Levanna.

“It’s such a compliment for someone of that status to take
inspiration from something you have created. It’s crazy,” says
Levanna, a sixth form student at Winterbourne International
Academy.
She was not allowed to tell anyone she was appearing on the Brits
so it came as a shock to friends who she says were “absolutely
dumbfounded” to see her on the show. Backstage she received
compliments on the show from singer Katy Perry and hip hop duo
Rizzle Kicks.

Tip-off lead to drugs arrest
in Hanham and Kingswood

Levanna came to Northern
Soul through her mum’s
record collection.

The music and dance
movement emerged in
Northern England in the late
1960s, driven by obscure
tracks from the heyday of
American soul.

Although the heartland is
still in the north, at places
such as the Wigan Casino,
there is a big Northern Soul
scene in Gloucester, which
Levanna frequents, while
Levanna McLean
another favourite of hers is
the London 100 Club on Oxford Street. ”Northern Soul is where my
heart is,” she says.

Since her performance at the Brits, Levanna has received offers to
dance in music videos. She is also preparing to sit her A-levels this
summer and then plans to go to university to study philosophy and
religious studies, with a view to teaching – unless of course her
dancing takes her in a different direction.

To date the video has received more than 700,000 hits. Watch it at
http://tinyurl.com/pdg9f24

Police seized around 40 plants, believed to be cannabis, after a
tip-off reporting suspicious activity at a home in Hanham.

They were called just before 10.30pm on Sunday 2nd March to
a property in the Church Road area.

A 34-year-old man was arrested and a team from Operation
Viscount – the specialist Avon & Somerset team dedicated to
tackling cannabis production - attended and seized the plants
and growing equipment.
Neighbourhood Sergeant Rachael Hodges said: “We’re always
really grateful for calls from the public reporting suspicious
behaviour.”

Meanwhile neighbourhood police arrested a man in Kingswood
on Sunday following community concerns about cannabis
supply in the area.
PC Nick Smart called at an address in Hanham Road at about
5pm while making inquiries in the area.

A man ran from the property and PC Smart detained him. The
officer found seven rooms being used to grow suspected
cannabis, ranging from seedlings to 5ft tall plants.
A team from Operation Viscount attended and seized the plants
and growing equipment.
A 29-year-old man was arrested on suspicion of producing
cannabis.
The Week in • Thursday 6th March 2014
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Co-op store in Fishponds reopens
after £600k refurbishment
The Co-op Food store in Straits Parade,
Fishponds, reopened last Thursday after a
refurbishment costing almost £600,000.
The Co-op says the transformation has
creates an “entirely new shopping experience
for customers”.
Local man Bob Netherway, who is visually

impaired in both eyes due to glaucoma, was
invited to open the store. Manager Colston
Davidge said: “Bob is known well in the area,
everyone knows who he is. He is helpful, nice
and he is the kind of guy you associate with
the word ‘community’.”

Mr Davidge said the new store had a focus on
meal ideas, essentials and healthy, fresh
foods, with ideas and tips on every aisle. Staff
at the store have received additional training
to enable them to provide expert advice.
As part of the £587,000 investment, the instore bakery has been increased, and there
are extended ranges of fresh produce, ready
meals and pizzas.

Store manager Colston Davidge (front left)
presents Bob Netherway (centre) with flowers and
champagne
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Mr Davidge added: “As a co-operative, our
staff and members play an active role in the
areas in which we trade, and the new store will
embrace the fantastic community spirit.
Customers will be able to find out what is
going on locally, list their own events on a new
calendar board and find out more about how
The Co-operative’s Community Fund can
benefit local groups.”

Cadbury Heath

Hall for hire

The Cadbury Heath Hall
Management Committee
is proud to announce that
a year after the relaunch,
following the extensive
programme of refurbishment,
supported
by
Oldland Parish Council,
the hall is going from
strength to strength.

The hall is now busier
than ever and operating
at the heart of the
community, offers improved facilities to users at
affordable rates. However
several slots are still
available and Tuesday
evenings are free.
Contact the booking
decretary on 0117 960
9085 for details
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New routes and service
improvements from First
First has announced a series of changes and
improvements to bus services in the area from next month.

From 13th April there will be new services to Southmead Hospital
from Keynsham and Pucklechurch, a new route between
Kingswood, Parkway Station and Yate and improvements to
services in Cadbury Heath.
There will also be some streamlining of bus route numbers to make

the website www.firstgroup.com/bristol from the middle of March
and copies of the new timetables will be in travel shops at the
beginning of April. There is also a handy First Bus app available to
help customers plan their journeys while on the move. Android and
iPhone users can download the First Bus app free from Google
Play and the App Store.

Bus services face the axe

South Gloucestershire Council is proposing changes to some of the
bus services it supports, including axing the 222 Longwell Green to
Chipping Sodbury route and a school bus service from
Pucklechurch to three secondary schools.

The council supports a wide range of bus services and each year
reviews them when they come up for retender as part of its
“efficiency programme”.
The council says the experimental 222 Longwell Green to Chipping
Sodbury has been “unsuccessful”.
it simpler for users and these include services between Bristol and
Bath. The 332, 338 and 339 will now become 37, 38 and 39 to
complement the existing X39 service.

With the transfer of medical services from Frenchay to the new
Southmead Hospital gathering pace, many of the changes have
been designed to reflect future travel needs. A new No 17 route will
be run as a commercial service, replacing the present 507 which is
operated by Wessex with financial support from B&NES and South
Gloucestershire Councils. The new route will allow access to
Southmead Hospital from Fishponds, Hillfields, Kingswood,
Hanham and Keynsham. Buses will run every half hour (Monday –
Saturday daytime) between Southmead and Kingswood with
alternate journeys then extending to and from Keynsham (Ashton
Way).
In a similar move, a new no 81 service will run commercially from
Kingswood to Parkway Station and onwards to Yate, replacing the
previously council subsidised 581. Buses will be every 30 minutes
(and hourly to Yate) but the route will differ from the previous 581,
taking in Lodge Causeway, Blackberry Hill and the UWE Campus.

Timetables and routes for the 18 (Emersons Green-Southmead)
and X18 (Kingswood-Aztec West) are also being amended
following customer feedback.
The 42 service, which was successfully extended from Bitton to
Keynsham last year, will be re-routed around Cadbury Heath via
Parkwall Road, Newton Road, Park Road and Tower Road South
instead of Wraxall Road, Mill Lane and Cadbury Heath Road. Some
timetable changes are also being introduced to provide additional
early morning services and improve punctuality.
These are planned in tandem with other timetable changes to the
43 (Bristol-Cadbury Heath), 44 (Bristol-Kingswood) and 45 (BristolLongwell Green) services. Some stops at Aspects Leisure Park
during the evenings and at weekends are being withdrawn due to
lack of demand.
Full details of First’s timetable changes from 13th April will be on
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“Low usage of this service means that a subsidy of an average of
£8.50 per passenger and journey would be required to keep the
service running. Its operation will therefore cease, creating savings
of £150,000. As this was an experimental service running for a
limited period only, no equality impact assessment will be issued for
this service.”

Changes are also being proposed for some supported school
services including the 948 Pucklechurch to Kings Oak Academy, the
Grange School and Sir Bernard Lovell School, which is used by an
average of just nine passengers. The low usage means a subsidy
of £6.85 per passenger and there currently is no alternative service
available.
Instead the council plans to support schools and parent groups in
setting up their own transport service if required.

The proposed changes would result in annual savings of £110,000.
For more information visit https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk

Bag a prize

Schools are reminded that the deadline is approaching for an
art competition being run by Sainsbury's at Emersons Green in
which the winning designs will be printed on Bags for Life.
The drawing should relate to Sainsbury’s and the
school/community and done in felt pens with a maximum of
four colours. The design must fit in a box square 4in x 6in

The deadline for entries is Friday 14th March. Please post
your entries to Tracy Cannard Sainsbury's Supermarket Ltd
Emerson Way, Emersons Green BS16 7AE.
There will be one winning design from a secondary school
which will be printed on 1,000 bags for life, and one winning
design from a primary school which will also be printed on
1,000 bags for life.

The bags will be given out at Sainsbury's and the winning
pupils will be invited to the store on the day to receive Active
Kids equipment for their school and a Sainsbury's gift voucher.
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Directory & What’s On

Additional Income

Blinds

Building Services

Building Services

Building Services

Caravan Repairs

G D MEEK
Appliance Repairs

Your local builder
Structural alterations
Property maintenance
Partitions
Carpentry
Insurance work
Garden walls
T: 0117 932 5706
M: 07770 303807

Carpentry

Blinds

Carpet Fitters

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Carpet Cleaning

Car Services

Computers / IT

Chimney Sweep

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym. T:
0117 986 1000.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Electrical

Dance Lessons

Car Services
Clock Repairs

Events

Driveways
Computers / IT

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Events

Garden Services

Garden Services

Home
Improvements

Hypnotherapy
Furniture Makers

First Aid Training

Holidays

Home Help

R J SHORT. Washing,
ironing and house cleaning
services. T: 07970 400801
An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks
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Joinery

Painting
& Decorating

Pest Control

Plumbers

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com

Locksmiths

C P WHITTLE Fully qualified.
Interior and exterior
decoration. References if
required. Call 07760 324900
or 0117 967 8845

J Hodge
Painting & Decorating
Services

Physiotherapy

Est 1968
Interior & Exterior work
Domestic & Commercial
Work - No job too small

FREE ETIMATES

Within 25 miles of Bristol

Telephone Stockwood

01275 835689
Mobile - 07889778242

Plastering

Logs

Pawn Brokers
Plumbers

Mobility Services

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Plumbers

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Roofing

Therapies

Stair Repairs

TV & Aerials

Taxis

Venue Hire

Waste Disposal

Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial
Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based
• from £4.75

Podiatry

0117 9159801
07530 864562

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks
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Planning Applications

Deal appears close for Noel Edmonds’ planning application
TV star and Bitton resident Noel
Edmonds, who got into trouble with
South Gloucestershire planners two
years ago over a mound he created at
the bottom of his garden, is now waiting
to hear whether his latest plans will find
favour with the council.
The Deal Or No Deal host had a large
lake built at his Grade II listed home
Fieldgrove House and used the
excavated soil to create a mound at the
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bottom of his garden, which he said was
a wildlife area.
But council officials ruled that the heap
was too high, and would have to be
removed.

Now a planning application has been
lodged in his wife Liz’s name for the
“construction of a conservation lake and
associated accommodation works for
purposes that are incidental to the
enjoyment of Fieldgrove House

(retrospective)”.

Planning officers say that the mound has
been removed and the landscaping is
now considered acceptable, although to
improve the biodiversity of the lake area,
new planting should be carried out.

Mr and Mrs Edmonds are now waiting to
hear whether the council will grant
permission.
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Phoebe takes top volunteering award
Keynsham teenager Phoebe Bidgood won the Young
Volunteer Leader of the Year Award at the 2013/14 Bath &
North East Somerset Chairman’s Community Awards. The
awards, which were presented at a ceremony last month in
Bath, recognise volunteers, community leaders and
organisations that make a positive contribution to their
local community.
Phoebe, 17, has been the driving force behind the Curosponsored Neighbour Hoodies project in Keynsham known as
Timeout Task Force. The Neighbour Hoodies are young people
who get together to tackle odd jobs like repainting and repairs
through to bigger community projects, making a positive
difference where they live and challenging negative stereotypes
of young people.

Phoebe said: “It’s brilliant to win this award with the help of
Curo. Being a Neighbour Hoodie in Keynsham has given our
group far more recognition with members of the public for the
work we do and the difference we make in our neighbourhoods.
The extra-curricular activities are great for our CVs and have
already opened doors for me personally in getting work
experience.”
Phoebe has been chair of the project for two years and
regularly represents young people in Keynsham, speaking at
local Police and Community Together (PACT) meetings and
promoting the Neighbour Hoodies through events like
Keynsham Youth Fest. Along with other Neighbour Hoodies in
the area, Phoebe proactively asks local people how young

Downend

L-R: Louise Swain (Executive Director for Customer Services, Curo),
Phoebe Bidgood, Cllr Neil Butters (Chairman, Bath & North East
Somerset Council).

people can help make a difference to their neighbourhoods.

Curo’s community initiatives officer Jo Bellotti, who helped to
set up the Neighbour Hoodies scheme, said: “The Neighbour
Hoodies scheme is about giving young people like Phoebe
more opportunities to make a real and lasting difference where
they live. Phoebe is full of energy and ideas and really cares
about her neighbourhood. We’re so pleased that she’s picked
up this top award.”
If you live in Keynsham and have an idea or project that the
Neighbour Hoodies could help with them contact Mark Willcox,
Keynsham Town Council Youth Worker, on 0117 986 8683 or
email youthworker@keynsham-tc.gov.uk

£650,000 guide price for Bishop from Rwanda to
development site
visit Stockwood
Land next to Badminton Road Methodist Church is for sale with a
guide price of £650,000.
Agents Perry Bishop say the land is suitable for residential or
commercial development, subject to planning permission.
Offers for the 0.75 acre site must be in by Wednesday 12th March.

Christ the Servant Church at Stockwood is to hold a special
evening on Thursday 13th March at 7.30pm when the Bishop of
Kigali, Bishop Louis, will be talking about ‘Resurrection and
Hope in Rwanda’ 20 years on from the civil war.
Kigali is the capital and largest city in Rwanda with nearly a
million people. The project, ‘Raising Families’ works with
vulnerable children and families, giving them a future, and
Bishop Louis will be sharing some inspirational stories about
this work.

Just Dance

The Venus School of Dance in Hanham is staging its bi-annual
show, Just Dance, at the Hexagon Theatre, Kings Oak Academy,
from 26th-30th March.
Tickets are available for some performances.
Contact Emma Dodd on 07799 241 477.
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Hanham
Whitecroft win
award for their Bath Redundant Gospel
hall for sale
Hill development
The developers who restored the old Temple Primary School on
Bath Hill in Keynsham have won a building and design quality
award for their project.

Whitchurch-based Whitecroft Developments Ltd won the Works to a
Listed Building category at Bath & North East Somerset Council’s
Building Control Awards ceremony, which took place at the
Banqueting Room of the Guildhall, Bath, last month.

The former Christian Gospel hall in Forest Road, Hanham, is for
sale with a guide price of £250,000.

An application has been lodged with South Gloucestershire Council
to lift the current D1 restriction (for a Christian meeting hall) and
open it up to an unrestricted D1 consent.

Whitecroft turned the Grade II listed Victorian school and
schoolmaster's house into seven new homes ranging from one to
three bedrooms and built four new townhouses in Back Lane.

The awards, now in their 14th year, are designed to promote and
reward builders and designers undertaking work in the B&NES area
who excel in their achievements.
The
awards
were
presented to the building
control manager. The
winners received an
inscribed Bath Aqua
glass bowl and framed
certificate.

Other local awardwinners
included
Gratton Ltd, who won
the domestic extension
category for Copperlea
in Mead Lane, Saltford.

Agents Burston Cook say the site could suit alternative uses
including medical and health services, a day nursery,
education/training centre, a care home and possibly residential use,
subject to planning permission.
The single-storey hall was built about 20 years ago. The hall is now
“redundant” to the needs of the Bristol Gospel Hall Trust and is to
be sold at best market value in accordance with Charity
Commission regulations.

Barrie Barker and Martin Hales from Whitecroft with the award

Victory for residents
in takeaway opening
hours saga
Cadbury Heath

Plans for a kebab shop to stay open later at night have finally been
rejected by the planning inspector.

First Choice Takeaway in Heath Rise had applied for permission on
two occasions to extend its opening hours to midnight during the
week and 1am at weekends. South Gloucestershire Council
planners refused the application both times and the owners decided
to appeal the last decision last October.
In rejecting the appeal the Planning Inspector decided cooking
smells, noise and increased traffic would “harm the living conditions
of nearby residents." This reaffirmed the views of local residents
who had objected to the two previous planning applications.
The site in Heath Rise was originally a launderette but after it closed
two years ago, planning permission was granted for change of use
to a food takeaway.
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Pucklechurch

School children learn
Fairtrade cookery tips

Keynsham

Drug dealer hit with
£215k confiscation order

A 50-year-old Keynsham drug dealer involved in the supply of
cocaine was last week ordered to pay a confiscation order for
more than £215,000.
Brian Barrett, of Ashcroft Avenue, was
previously convicted of conspiracy to
supply cocaine and jailed for 10 years.

He was arrested on 12th April 2011 at
his home where a search revealed
£10,000 in a safe, watches and also
cocaine cutting agents and cannabis.
He was subsequently charged on 7th
June 7 that year with conspiracy to
supply cocaine and money-laundering.

Staff from Sainsbury’s in Emersons Green called in on
Pucklechurch CEVC Primary School last week as part of the
store's involvement in Fairtrade Fortnight. They joined the pupils in
making banana pancakes with ice cream and chocolate sauce, all
using Fairtrade produce. Mark Walker, Sam Webber, and
Annabelle Staley are pictured here with some of the children who
took part.

Funeral of well-known
Hanham woman

The funeral has taken place of Mrs Betty Mustell (formerly
Swanborough). She and her late husband Harry spent all of
their married life in Hanham and were both well known in the
area.

Betty worked at Hanham Hall Hospital and Harry was a local
carpenter. After his death Betty remarried and moved to
Leeds with her new husband.
She passed away peacefully at St James' Hospital in Leeds
following a short illness.

Bitton

Volunteers tidy up village

Bitton Village Residents’ Association organised a litter pick around
the village and collected some 30 bags of rubbish in just a few
hours.

There was a good turnout and the volunteers were blessed with
sunshine.

The South Gloucestershire Big Spring Clean 2014, which runs
until the end of April, encourages friends, families, neighbours,
parish and town councils, community and voluntary groups,
church groups, schools, students, youth clubs, Scouts, Cadets,
Brownies, Guides, and businesses to take action against litter.
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Brian Barrett

Investigators demonstrated that Barrett had links to quantities of
cocaine, which has been recovered with a street value of between
£81,000 and £101,000. He denied the offences but was found guilty
on 3rd August 2012 of conspiracy to supply cocaine. He was jailed
for 10 years on 23 August the same year.

At the confiscation hearing on Friday the court demonstrated the
benefit of crime to be £302,861.63 and imposed a confiscation order
of £215,809.37. This includes £67,000 in cash, the sale of a motor
caravan (valued at £30,000, the sale of a Crownline speedboat
(worth £9,800) and half the equity in his property (£80,000) plus
£20,000 in his restrained bank accounts.

This will have to be paid within six months. Failure to pay will result
in a default prison sentence of two years, nine months, and the
original order will still have to be paid.

Dr Kirstie Cogram, manager of the Financial Investigation Unit for
Avon and Somerset police, said: “We are committed to seizing any
assets that criminals have gained as a result of crime. It is not
acceptable that criminals benefit from illegal activities and we will
relentlessly pursue them through the courts to ensure their money
is taken.
“By doing this we show criminals that they will not benefit from crime
and hopefully deter others from entering a life of crime.”
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Football

Rugby

Keynsham Town run
league leaders close

Keynsham Town slipped to a narrow 1-0 defeat against runaway
leaders Bradford Town at the AJN Stadium last Saturday.

In front of a bumper crowd on a beautiful spring afternoon, there
was little to choose between the two sides in the early
exchanges. Despite going behind after 15 minutes, Keynsham
put the league leaders under immense pressure as they went in
search of the opener. Bradford also had their own chances to
increase the lead and their build up play often demonstrated
why they currently head the table. There was no further score
from either side however and this very entertaining game ended
in a close win for the visitors.

A full programme at last
for Keynsham Rugby Club

Keynsham Rugby put out four sides last Saturday for the first time
this year. The firsts had a splendid win 43-18 at North Bristol RFC.
This was another encouraging result and the basis of the victory
was laid by the pack who were able to drive the opposition in
mauls with impunity. Two such moves brought tries from skipper
Matt Randall and other try scorers were both lively wings, James
Hurrell-Smith and Marlon Dorset, Matt Fairless from full back and
2nd row Gareth Jones. Paul Edson had a good day with his boot
adding 2 penalties and 5 conversions.
The seconds were less fortunate at home, losing narrowly to St
Bernadettes 19-20 in a cracking game. They were the better side
and dominated in the forwards, so could count themselves unlucky
not to get what would have been just their second league win.
Connor Yusman had a superb game and there were tries for
James Marsh and Lee Tattersall. Marcus Adams converted one
and also added the extra points to a penalty try.
The thirds went down 7-33 against Gordano 2nds at home, where
their tackling let them down. The one exception to this was Tom
Palfrey who saved a couple of certain tries with magnificent
tackles. Keynsham’s points were from Jake Brooks, following an
American Football style pass from Danny Slade with skipper Dave
Scott, adding the 2 points from his boot.

After a visit to Devizes Town on Tuesday 4th March, Keynsham
are not in action again until relegation rivals Oldland
Abbotonians visit the AJN Stadium for a crucial clash on
Saturday 15th March (kick-off 3:00pm). However the Ks’
reserves are at home to Wrington Redhill on Saturday 8th
March (kick-off 3:00pm).

Having leaked 5 tries in the first half the 4ths put up a much better
show in the second half against Stothert & Pitt 2nd XV. Two break
away tries by the home side stopped Keynsham winning the
second half as they scored a try wide out by Aidy Harvey, the
same player converting this and slotting a penalty. Another
member of the Harvey clan, Kieran, was comfortably man of the
match.

Picture: Manager Steve Cains (c) and club secretary Julian
French (l) receive the Sunday Independent Team of the Day
award from the Western League's Derek Taylor (r) following
their recent 2-0 win at Almondsbury.
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Jack Weston in action for Keynsham (Pic courtesy of Richard Angell)

Table Tennis

Learn to play table tennis

Table tennis taster sessions begin each Saturday morning from
10am to noon from 5th April at Longwell Green Community
Centre.
These are aimed at getting families and children involved in the
sport and are backed by the English Table Tennis Association.
Coaching and use of bats on first class tables are available.

31

32

The Week in • Thursday 6th March 2014

