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Have your say on ambitious
community project
Brislington

The Matthew Tree Project, which provides
free food aid to those in need in the Bristol
area, is setting up a community park,
market gardening business and skills
training centre on a site at The Rock in
Brislington.
The charity is currently consulting the public
on its plans for
the land behind
Allison Avenue
sloping down to
Brislington
Brook alongside the woodland walk. The site
is being leased from Bristol City Council.
TMTP, which runs the Brislington Food PLUS
Centre at The Carmel Christian Centre, is
proposing a cafe, market garden and
education centre, a play area and recreation
space, a community performance space,
wildlife walks and habitat areas.
The idea of the ‘FOODTURES’ project is to
fight the underlying causes of poverty and
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improve communities. It aims to provide longterm unemployed people with training to help
them find work in and around food growing,
processing, distribution and marketing, as well
as other topics, such as woodland
management
and
environmental
conservation.
Everything grown at The Rock will be sold to
cover the costs, and some of the fresh fruit,
herbs and vegetables will be processed into
jams, chutneys or relishes at local community
kitchens that the charity is setting up across
the city, including one in Brislington.

The charity’s vision is for similar plots of land
in and around the city and believes
FOODTURES will be financially sustainable
within three years, with at least 25 direct
skilled jobs created and tonnes of good
organically grown and produced food supplied
into the local food chain.
To take part in the survey visit
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/PQZH9W2

Redfield

Bristol Pound
networking
event

A new support network
for trader members of the
Bristol Pound is being
launched with the first
‘Monthly Mingle’ being
hosted by Café Grounded
at Church Road in
Redfield.
The
Bristol
Pound
scheme is the UK's first
city wide local currency
and
supports
independent traders and
aims to build a greener,
happier, healthier local
economy.
The mingle at Grounded
will be on 27th February
from 6.30pm to 8.30pm.

To find out more about
the Bristol Pound visit
http://bristolpound.org

The Week in • Thursday 20th February 2014

£3k reward to find the man who did
this to former Keynsham teacher
This shocking picture shows
former Keynsham teacher Jean
Taylor soon after she was
viciously attacked and robbed in
her own home.
The prolonged attack on the 76-yearold woman in Totterdown has led
Crimestoppers to offer £3,000 for
information leading to the prosecution
and conviction of the culprit.

And Miss Taylor’s former pupils at
Wellsway School, where she taught
English, are contributing to a special
fund set up to by one of them, Helene
Cook. Anyone wishing to contribute
should key in ‘Miss Taylor's Fund Wellsway School English Teacher’ to
Facebook.

Police say Miss Taylor, who uses a
walking stick to get around, was at her
home in the Green Street area at
around 2pm on Tuesday 28th January,
when the doorbell rang. She answered

it and a man started a conversation
with her, which lasted several minutes.

As she went back inside her house, he
followed her in and assaulted her,
leaving her with cuts and bruises to her
head. He then stole a quantity of cash
before leaving.
Investigating officer Paul Hopes said:
“This was a vicious and prolonged
assault on an elderly lady in her own
home.
“We’ve had a lot of people get in touch
offering everything from flowers and
money to free decorating work. I’m
really heartened at the public’s
response to what has been an horrific
ordeal for Jean.
“What we really need now is
information about who carried out this
awful crime. The man is described as
white, in his late 30s or early 40s and of
medium build. He was possible
wearing a green/grey hooded top, a
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baseball cap, faded blue jeans and
dark shoes.

“I believe someone will know who did
this and I would urge them to come
forward with information. There is a
reward of up to £3,000 being offered by
the
charity
Crimestoppers
for
information given to them via their
telephone number 0800 555 111, which
leads to the arrest and conviction of the
person responsible.”
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Friends of popular Jamie
raise money for his funeral
Cadbury Heath

Friends of a “gentle giant” from Cadbury Heath who died last
month after a short battle with cancer rallied round to raise the
money needed to pay for his funeral.
Biker Jamie England, who was 52, was well known and liked
around Banjo Island and was a regular at the Lamb Inn.

A fundraising night held on 8th February at Cadbury Heath Social
Club, with headline act Militia, raised money for “the dignified
send-off” his friends said he deserved. It was attended by around
200 people and raised £2,000.

The Week in

Last Wednesday around 150
people turned up to see off
Jamie from the Lamb for his
funeral
at
Westerleigh
Crematorium. Six motorbikes
escorted the hearse. The wake
was held back at the pub.

Jamie, who was single, was
born and brought up in
Cadbury Heath and played for
Barton Hill Old Boys’ RFC and
the Ciderheads as a prop in
the 1980s.

Pancake tea

Emersons Green Baptist Church is holding a Pancake Tea on
Sunday 2nd March from 4pm at the village hall. Everyone is
welcome.
The church meets every Sunday at 10.30am in the Village Hall
at Emerson Way, Emersons Green.
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Homecoming for
Treasury Minister
Treasury Minister Sajid Javid visited the
Bristol & Bath Science Park at Emersons
Green last Thursday - just down the road from
where he went to school.

Members of the NCC include Airbus, Rolls
Royce, GKN Aerospace and Agusta Westland.

During their visit the MPs saw some of the
centre’s hi-tech facilities including robots in
action and learned about the pioneering use of
lightweight carbon.

Mr Javid, 44, whose late father was a Bristol
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Four people including two
children were taken to
hospital after a fire at a flat
in Fishponds Road last
Tuesday.

Firefighters arrived to find a
man and woman in their
20s and two young children
already outside. The man
was suffering from burns to
his hand and all four were
given
oxygen
after
breathing in smoke.

The Financial Secretary to the Treasury and
Conservative MP for Bromsgrove was visiting
the National Composites Centre – before
popping in for tea with his mum, who lives at
Emersons Green.

The centre has received £12m from the
Department for Business, Innovation & Skills
and Mr Javid was there, accompanied by
Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore, to see how
work was coming along on phase 2, which is
due for completion in July.

Four people taken
to hospital after
fire in Fishponds
Road flat

Sajid Javid & Chris Skidmore

bus driver, went to Downend School from
1981 to 1986 and then on to Filton Tech before
winning a place at Exeter University to study
Economics and Politics.

At the age of 25 he became Vice President of
Chase Manhattan Bank and later senior
Managing Director for Deutsche Bank before
entering politics. He has been tipped as a
future leader of the Conservative Party.

They were all taken to
hospital as a precaution.

Two firefighters wearing
breathing
apparatus
entered the flat and
extinguished a fire in a
bedroom.

It is believed the blaze
started after a tumble drier
overheated. The room was
damaged by fire and
smoke.
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HorseWorld management should be more
The GMB Union is calling on the trustees of
HorseWorld to be more responsive to staff
threatened with redundancy if they go ahead with
their proposal to close the visitor centre.

of them on low wages" said Ms Hayward. "They are facing
redundancy but they don't know why or when and their ideas to
try and save the visitor centre are not being listened to."

The
union
is
not
recognised by HorseWorld
and GMB Membership
Development
Officer
Rowena Hayward, says
the staff, many of whom
are
members,
are
demoralised and frustrated
that proposals they have
put forward to improve the
performance of the visitor
centre do not seem to be
taken seriously by the
trustees.

However, the GMB says that until 2012, separate accounts
were prepared for HorseWorld's different activities and these
showed that the visitor centre made a profit. But the charitable
trust has been losing money overall for the last 5 years,
prompting HorseWorld to bring forward plans for a new, larger
visitor centre on its Keynes Farm site, paid for through the
proposed housing development at Staunton Lane.

Statutory consultation is ongoing with 24 staff who were served
'job at risk' notice last month. The move follows the refusal by
B&NES Council to grant planning permission for 125 new
houses on the Staunton Lane site - a decision which
HorseWorld Managing Director Mark Owen said at the time,
would result in the closure of the visitor centre.

Rowena
Hayward
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"They are very dedicated
staff at HorseWorld, many

In our Issue 303 HorseWorld Managing Director Mark Owen
said: “The current visitor centre is not only too small and
outdated to accommodate enough visitors, but it is also
separated from our much larger equine rescue and
rehabilitation facilities. Keeping both these separate operations
running is simply not a financially sustainable long-term option
for the charity."

Ms Hayward claims that there should have been enough
management experience among the board of trustees to
identify where losses have been occurring in recent years and
implementing plans to address the situation.
"Surely it makes good business to identify where the losses are
accruing year on year and then set up a recovery plan targeting
that part of the business.

"HorseWorld claims the only reason for the redundancy is the
rejection of its plan to build houses on the existing visitor centre
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open says union

Cat flap burglar is
jailed for two years
Kingswood

A teenage burglar from Kingswood who gained access to a
home through a cat flap has been sentenced to two years in
prison.

An artist's impression of the new visitor centre

site. Yet as the charity has lost some £2m in the last 5 years, the
financial problems cannot be attributed solely to one decision by
the local council.

"This has been a distressing time for the staff, many of who work
at HorseWorld for more than the financial aspects. The trustees
need to be open on why this action is being threatened and what
alternative plans they have considered."
Ms Hayward has written to the local media detailing a list of
questions she believes the trustees should be answering.
HorseWorld told us it would be inappropriate to make any public
comment while the statutory consultation was still ongoing.
You can read Rowena Hayward's letter in full on page 11.
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Jarrant Rice, 19, from
Bibstone, gained entry to a
home in Farleigh Wick,
near Bradford on Avon, on
23rd October last year by
reaching through the cat
flap and opening a side
window.
Once inside he helped
himself to a number of
electrical
items
and
jewellery.
He
was
eventually linked to the
burglary by DNA.

After pleading guilty to the
Jarrant Rice
offence at Bristol Crown
Court, he was sentenced last Tuesday to 12 months in jail for
the offence and a further 12 months for another burglary in the
Avon & Somerset area, and for breach of a suspended
sentence.
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Generous response to
Somerset flood victims

Keynsham Lions Club collected £1,325 for people affected by
the Somerset flooding from its collection on Keynsham High
Street.
Spokesman Alan Hale told us: “Yet again the local community in
Keynsham and Saltford and visitors to the town have been so
very generous and they were so pleased to see that we were
collecting to help people whose lives have been put in
suspension just 40 miles down the road.”
The Lions Club will be adding £1,000 from its own funds to the
collection before sending the money to colleagues locally in
Somerset. All the money collected will go directly towards relief
projects.

Alan Hale with local resident Sheila Crocombe (Picture: John Watts)

Fuel help for the over-70s

The charity the West of England Rural Network, which works to
combat fuel poverty, is giving away 100 free memberships
(normally £20) of a community oil buying scheme.
The offer is open to anyone living in the West of England who is
over 70 and relies on oil for their heating and hot water.

Most members of the scheme save around £120 a year on their
oil bills, with some saving hundreds of pounds.
In January members paid just 52.9 p per litre of oil (plus VAT).

The scheme works by placing a single large order once a
month, and negotiating with local suppliers to get the best price.
Find out more by calling call Jill Baker on 01275 333701.

UKIP AGM

The Bath & North East Somerset branch of the UK
Independence Party will be holding their annual general
meeting this weekend (Sunday 23rd February) at the Holiday
Inn, Lower Bristol Road, Bath.
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The guest speaker is MEP Trevor Colman and proceedings get
under way at 3pm. All are welcome.
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Letters

Pete says thanks

Dear Sir,
I would like to respond to D Francis
(Issue 301) and A Chidley (Issue 306) for
their support, kind regards and best
wishes. To put the record straight, both
Deb Dyer and myself were made
redundant from Fry Club, we did not
leave willingly.
That said, I would like to take this
opportunity to say a very big thank you to
all the club members, sections, staff and
many others who have wished me well. I
am overwhelmed with their generosity.
During my time at the club I was very
fortunate to have been involved in, or
associated with some incredible
successes. I was also very fortunate to
work with some incredible people who it
would be remiss of me not to mention Brian Davies, the late John Scully MBE,
Dave Noble, Max Packer and many
more who have given so much in making
the club what it is today.
One of my main jobs was to organise
and manage private functions and
parties which I took great pride and
pleasure in making their special
occasion memorable. But you are only
as good as your staff, loyal, honest,
conscientious staff who worked with
enthusiasm, making my task easy.
How lucky and grateful am I to have

worked 25 years and served the public
at such a fantastic, iconic venue, making
many friends along the way. I have had
an incredible social life.
When the site at Somerdale was being
discussed for closure by MPs at a select
committee meeting at Westminster, the
club’s future became the centre of their
concerns and they referred to us as the
“famous Fry Club”. What a tribute.
Finally I would like to wish the new
management continued success as they
prepare to go forward to new premises.
However, they have a great deal to live
up to; being left a legacy to maintain and
improve is never going to be easy, they
have a huge responsibility to the
community and future generations to
ensure the club continues to be the
venue for all to visit and enjoy.
Pete Wilkins
Ex-Fry Club evening manager

However, this was abused by people
using it as a free park and ride - catching
the bus into Bristol, and on at least one
occasion for a week’s free parking whilst
on a coach trip.
The council recently decided to withdraw
this parking facility and withdrew the
subsidy.
The community centre now provides
parking for its paying customers only just like other local businesses, and is no
more responsible for providing parking
for non-customers than say Lidl, the Coop or the banks. There is another large
car park at Hanham Methodist Church,
which is often empty, but I don't see any
letters suggesting it is their fault that
businesses are closing.
In conclusion, no more letters please as
the community centre is not to blame for
this unfortunate situation.
Mr J Wilkinson, Hanham

Dear Sir,
Once again, you have published a letter
complaining that the demise of Hanham
High Street is due to the withdrawal of
parking facilities in the community centre
car park and that it is their fault that local
traders are going out of business.
A couple of months ago the community
centre did respond to similar criticism,
and pointed out that the council used to
pay them a subsidy to allow parking intended to be used by local shoppers.

The Week In is independent of any political or
commercial interest.
We aim to produce a
balanced and accurate view of local news and
welcome comments from our readers.
Normally, we will publish letters in full but reserve
the right to shorten or clarify the contents or to
refuse publication. Please try to keep letters under
300 words and supply your full name and address
for reasons of authentication. Only the name and
district where you live will be reproduced.
Anonymity is possible under certain circumstances.

Write to us

Don’t blame the community
centre

Sudoku

1-Easy

6 8 5 3
7 4
5
1
4
7 1 6
2
2
4
7
5
1
6
4
4 7 9 5
3
8
8
1
2 5
2
7 8
3
7
3
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Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices no later
than 5.30pm on the Monday of each week. Email to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND

2 -Hard

Sunday 23rd February

6 7 2

3
7
1
8

9 6
5 9
2
3 1

5 8
7

9
3 1

2 3
5

5
4

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)
Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)
Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)
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Letters

Saltford Station
consultation

Dear Stephen,
After three years of hard work, the campaign
team is delighted to see B&NES are hosting
a consultation event for the station on
Tuesday 25th February between 4pm and
8pm at Saltford Hall. Every address in
Saltford should have received a letter from
B&NES with the details. We would like to
thank Cllr Caroline Roberts, the Cabinet
Member for Transport, and her predecessor
Roger Symonds, for their support which has
led us to this crucial stage.
For the many of you in Saltford who would
like to see us be part of the Metrowest
project, which will give Bristol and Bath a
modern, frequent rail service, please try and
drop by to see what is being proposed.
Imagine a five-minute train ride into the
centre of Bath, either to visit the city or to
catch a connecting train to perhaps London
or onto Paris! Ten minutes to commute into
Bristol for work or to attend a concert at the
new arena to be built at Temple Meads. This
is the best chance yet to get this vital
community facility back.
We’ll see you there!
Chris Warren
Rob Taylor
Phil Harding
Saltford Station Campaign

Make your views known

Dear Stephen,
I strongly urge all Saltford residents to attend
the B&NES consultation on the reopening of
Saltford Station in Saltford Hall on 25th
February from 4pm-8pm. We need to
discover the truth about this idea, especially
after the Halcrow Report said there was no
business case for reopening the station. In
particular where will all the parked cars go?
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Where will those who park in the station yard
now park their cars? How much will be
charged for parking in the station yard?
What parking restrictions may appear in the
many local roads which will bear the bulk of
the parking?

At Keynsham station over 50% of the users
travel more than three miles to the station,
Saltford is likely to be the same, so where
will they park? How much will it cost us in our
council tax, both as a capital expenditure
and ongoing subsidy to keep the station
open? How much is this ongoing
consultancy costing, having spent our
money on the Halcrow Report, why spend
more?
There is a small group of enthusiasts who
want the station open, but if the majority do
not make their feeling known, we will end up
with the same situation as with the 20mph
speed limit, where Saltford’s opinion was
given by only 388 of the over-4,000
population.
Reg Williams
Saltford

Let’s bring vibrant
businesses to new centre

Dear Stephen,
While the points raised in A Coventry's letter
(Issue 306) are valid and need answering, in
general, Avon Fire & Rescue Service’s
decision to relocate its HQ to Keynsham can
only be good for our high street as it brings
with it up to approximately 80 staff, all with
the potential to put cash in the tills of local
businesses.
However, as pointed out in Mrs C's letter,
(Issue 305) do we have the shops to keep
the money in our town? The last time I raised
this point I was criticised for daring to state
the obvious. While charity and coffee shops

have a part to play in bringing people to the
high street, enough is enough!
We have to start putting what people expect
from their high street first. Perhaps someone
should conduct a survey to gauge what is
needed or is that too complex? Some of the
suggestions in Mrs C's letter sound fine.
Getting
those
businesses
already
established in Keynsham to up sticks and
move to the new centre achieves nothing as
it leaves behind empty shops which in turn
have to be filled. Other than a golden carrot
like business rate concessions, for example,
you cannot force a company to locate to
Keynsham. It has to be sold to them.
With thousands of people pouring into
Keynsham to fill all the new houses, we will
have the population to support anyone
willing to give Keynsham a try. We need a
men's clothes shop to stop money going to
George at Asda. Wilkinson’s? PC World?
The list is endless when you really think
about it.
Will our councillors show they have no idea
of what's needed? Prove us wrong, grasp
the nettle and bring vibrant, exciting, muchneeded businesses to the new centre that
will keep people, and, more importantly, their
cash, in Keynsham.
John Howlett
Keynsham

Write to us

The Week In is independent of any political or
commercial interest.
We aim to produce a
balanced and accurate view of local news and
welcome comments from our readers.
Normally, we will publish letters in full but reserve
the right to shorten or clarify the contents or to
refuse publication. Please try to keep letters under
300 words and supply your full name and address
for reasons of authentication. Only the name and
district where you live will be reproduced.
Anonymity is possible under certain circumstances.
Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices no later
than 5.30pm on the Monday of each week. Email to:admin@theweekin.co.uk
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Letters

figure salary to work for HorseWorld

The questions the GMB is asking include:

1 Why were HorseWorld accounts in deficit
over the last five years?

HorseWorld Trust: the
questions that need
answering

2 What financial recovery plan was put in
place during the past five years?

3 How much is the trust likely to save by

Dear Sir,

The GMB Union is extremely concerned
about the recent announcement from

HorseWorld Trust with their intention to
make staff redundant..

It does seem slightly odd when they are

proposing to close their visitor centre which
allows the public to see the work of the

charity and boost its coffers at the same
time.

The trust has been consistently running at a

loss over the last five years or so, leading to
a net loss over that period of £2m.
Surely

this

can’t

be

down

to

bad

management as, according to HorseWorld’s
own website, there are a number of very
successful business men on the

board

including:

John Newman (chair) - a retired senior

corporate and merchant banker working as a
consultant

to

the

commodity

subsidiary of a major French Bank.

trading

Ernie Hemmings (vice chair) – he is
chairman

of

ERH

Group,

a

leading

construction and communications company.

Mike Neale (treasurer) – a director of
Assurance and Business Services at
accountancy firm Smith & Williamson.

Andrew Dowden – he has had a long career
in construction and civil engineering, and
has

run

his

business

Brandwells

Construction Co Ltd since its formation in
1973.

Rodney H Edmondson – he founded his own

commercial property development company
1971 dealing direct with multi-national
companies.

Working alongside board of trustees is Mark

Owen, Chief Executive, who apparently left a
senior post in sales and marketing and a six-

making staff redundant, closing the visitor
centre?

4 The visitor centre accounts used to be kept

separate until 2012 and it ran at a profit.
Surely it makes good business to identify

where the losses are accruing year on
year and then set up a recovery plan
targeting that part of the business?

5 How do senior management and trustees

propose to recoup income lost from these
closures?

6 HorseWorld claims the only reason for the

possible closure is the rejection by Bath
and North East Somerset Council of its

plan to build houses on the existing visitor
centre site. Surely the financial problems

cannot be attributed solely to one decision
by the local council?

7 If the board of trustees and Managing
Director are unable to run the trust with the

current financial constraints, how will they
be able to manage it successfully in the
future?

The GMB is urging the public and supporters

of HorseWorld to ask these questions and

more to ascertain why 24 dedicated workers
are being forced into redundancy.

The GMB is calling on the board of trustees

to call a halt to this process until these
questions are answered and a clarity given
on the future sustainability of Horseworld.
Rowena Hayward

Membership Development Officer

GMB Wales & South West Region

We need to tap into EU
funding

Dear Sir,
I wanted to inform readers that I have once
again written to Secretary of State for
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Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Mr
Owen Paterson MP, in order to impress upon
him the need for the Government to make an
application to the EU Solidarity Fund to help
areas affected by flooding.
For some time now I have been having
discussions behind the scenes about the
disastrous flooding in Somerset and other
areas of the South West.
My experience in Gloucestershire in 2007,
when a successful application was made,
leads me to believe that there would be a
huge benefit for local people and
businesses. At that time I was the lead
member on Gloucestershire County Council
with responsibility for flood recovery, and I
remember very clearly the effort that was put
into preparing the figures for the application.
It was onerous but perfectly manageable,
and had some significant tangible benefits
for immediate recovery and long-term
resilience.
I am pushing the Government to apply for
this funding – it is only the Government that
can apply on behalf of our hardest-hit
communities. I will continue to keep your
readers up to date with progress updates.
Julie Girling MEP

Name is demeaning

Dear Sir,
Theoretically I agree with any proposal to
retain historic street names, but the idea of
calling a portion of the new build in
Keynsham by such a demeaning name as
‘Cheapside’ needs to be firmly stamped on
before it gets any momentum.
Regretfully words and associations matter,
and influence us all. This word should never
be used again within the context or environs
of Keynsham. After a moment’s thought, my
wife came up with Ammonite Row, with far
more respectable and historic symbolism.
May I suggest all readers tell both B&NES
Council and Keynsham Town Council that
the ‘C’ word is not appropriate.
John Hudson
Chelmer Grove, BS31 1QA
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Celebrations at Stockwood
Last weekend saw the 50th
anniversary of Christ the Servant
Church of England, at Stockwood.
There were activities on both days,
culminating with the Bishop of Bristol
the Rt Rev Mike Hill, taking a festival
service which was also attended by the
Lord Mayor of Bristol Councillor Faruk
Choudhury.
The popular church was built and
opened in 1964 but its beginnings go
further back than this to the 1950s.
After bombing during the Second
World War, a number of new housing
estates were built in Bristol, Stockwood
being one of them. The area then lay
in the parishes of St Luke’s,
Brislington, and Christ Church,
Hengrove.
Both were jointly
responsible for the work of the Church
in Stockwood.
In January 1954 the Sturminster Road
Community Centre opened and a
Sunday school began with 250
children. Once a month Communion

was held in surrounding
homes, and about 15 people
attended. In 1960 the new
curate at St Luke’s lived in
Dutton Road, Stockwood,
where he housed a one-room
chapel
in
order
that
Communion and Evensong
could be held every Sunday.
The Sunday school, however,
then moved to the more
central Scout Hut in Tibbott
Road.

Lucy Morrell, daughter of Robin Morrell with one of the
About this time, money paid
church's first choir boys Ray Williams
in compensation for the loss
Morrell was the first vicar and served at
of churches in Bristol during the Blitz
Christ the Servant from 1963 to 1971.
became available, and it was decided
that Stockwood was an area where
Visitors
celebrating
the
50th
there was a great need.
After
anniversary included the Rev Morrell's
consideration Stockwood Road was
two children, Lucy and John, and one
chosen as the site on which to build. It
of the first choir boys, Ray Williams.
was the first church in the world to be
The Avon & Somerset Constabulary
dedicated to Christ the Servant and the
Male Voice Choir also performed a
dedication was made by the Bishop of
stirring free concert with soloist Pamela
Bristol on 8th February 1964. Robin
Rudge.
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Crossword
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9
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11

12

13

15

DOWN

14

16

21

22

25

17

18

23

24

26

19

20

27

28

29

12

Across
9 Simple (15)

9 Simple (15)
10 Hair line above the eye (7)
12 Court official who executes warrants (7)
13 Narrow minded, bigoted (9)
14 Plural of tempo (5)
15 Incapable (7)
18 Cloth for washing dishes (7)
21 Soft and watery (5)
23 With eight sides (9)
25 Loss of memory (7)
26Framed buildinsg made of stakes and twigs (7)
29 Punctuation point! (11,4)

Down
1 Naked (4)

1 Naked (4)
2Small area of land surrounded by water (4)
3 Surgically treatable (8)
4 Spectator (6)
5 Covered by short growth of hair (8)
6 Text of a play or broadcast (6)
7 Garden equipment (8)
8 Enlightening, uplifting (8)
11 Front door locks? (5)
15 Victorious (8)
16 The science of improving species (8)
17 Hidden passenger wanting a free ride (8)
19 Occasion when something is seen (8)
20 To humble or belittle (5)
22 Always agrees with the boss (3-3)
24 Rural term for a city dweller (6)
27 Unit of bread (4)
28 Japanes rice drink (4)
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Brislington Enterprise
College ‘improving’

Brislington Enterprise College is improving following a
critical Ofsted report last year which revealed “serious
weaknesses.”

During the inspection in January 2013, inspectors said the
achievement of students was inadequate, the quality of teaching
needed improvement, as did leadership and management, as well
as the behaviour and safety of pupils.
The school in Hungerford Road has seen significant staffing

changes since last summer with more than a dozen teachers,
several support staff and two directors leaving and new staff
starting.

A monitoring visit by Ofsted took place last month and inspector
David Rzeznik has now written to principal John Matthews to say
the school is making reasonable progress towards the removal of
the serious weaknesses designation.

Senior leadership, including governance, is said to be improved
and teaching and learning are getting better, while behaviour
management was good in all the lessons observed, as was
students’ behaviour. Safeguarding procedures are also now
correct.
But concerns remain in some areas, including the quality of the
science teaching and the fact that attendance in the sixth form is
too low, which is having a negative impact on some individuals’
progress, particularly in English and mathematics. The tracking of
students’ attainment and progress is also said to be not robust
enough.

Speedwell

Free family event at
community centre

A free family event is taking place at Meadow Vale Community
Centre and park in Speedwell today (Thursday 20th February).

From 3pm to 7pm there will be arts, sports, activities, dance
performances and food at the small red-brick centre opposite the
junction to Ripley Road.
It will also be an opportunity for local residents to have their say
about what opportunities are needed for young people and
families, and how to make the most of the community centre and
the small park it backs onto.
The day will end with the launch of Chinese sky lanterns.
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MP at launch of
ultrafast broadband in
North East Somerset

Jacob Rees-Mogg, the MP for North East Somerset, visited Newton
Farm Shop at Newton St Loe for the launch of Wansdyke Telecom’s
first ultrafast broadband demonstration.
Two properties connected to the Wansdyke fibre optic network are
now enjoying speeds in excess of 700 megabits per second.
Wansdyke Telecom, a Community Interest Company, will be holding
demonstrations in Newton St Loe over the coming weeks and will
announce its full range of products and pricing next month.

Mr Rees-Mogg said: “The lifeblood for rural communities over the
next 100 years is how we communicate with the outside world. This
demonstration is real progress. Wansdyke are enabling businesses
and homes in the region to access the high speed communications
that are currently only available in cities. It is going to preserve the
welfare of rural communities, and allow us to lead the lives we want
to lead.”
Wansdyke’s David Bland: “Newton Farm Shop is now clearly the
fastest farm shop in the west! Customers can now access ultrafast
broadband speeds whilst they sip their coffee or buy local produce.
We’re demonstrating what a rural business can achieve with a truly
high quality, really fast broadband connection. We will be hosting
further events for businesses and residential customers, as well as
potential investors.”

Jacob Rees-Mogg at Newton St Loe

Lord Mayor to open
community fair
St George

The Lord Mayor, Councillor Faruk Choudhury, will open the St
George Community Fair on Saturday 22nd March at St Aidan with
St George Church and Church Hall.
The free event runs from 11am to 2pm and refreshments will be
available.
There will be stalls and displays, the chance to buy locally made
and produced products, and meet local councillors, neighbourhood
council officers and police.

People will be able to find out about local history, children and youth
activities, environmental groups, health, fitness and sport, faith
groups, the St George in Bloom Initiative and activities and events
for seniors.
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The event will support the Children’s Hospice South West and Air
Balloon Primary School in St George.
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Flooding - government
urged to apply for
European relief funding

While the cost of the damage caused by the recent storms
and flooding continues to rise, it is still not clear whether the
government intends to apply for assistance from the
European Solidarity Fund.
Two of our region's MEPs have visited the area in the past month
and after surveying damage along the banks of the River Avon,
both urged central government to make use of the emergency
fund. First it was Sir Graham Watson, who hails from Langport, in
the heart of the Somerset Levels. He saw damage caused to the
Saltford Brassmill and the Riverside pub nearby in January.

The following week, Ashley Fox, another MEP for the South West
Region visited the Lock Keeper pub at Keynsham which had been
flooded for the second time in twelve months. He was
accompanied by his Westminster colleague Chris Skidmore, MP
for Kingswood. Mr Fox said: "Europe has a natural disaster fund
which governments can apply to for match funding. Historically,
our governments have been critical about the way European
money is spent and have not been good at applying for grants.
"This is a genuine disaster which has affected the lives of people
up and down the country and the South West has been particularly
badly affected. I would encourage the government to apply for
assistance from Europe."

The European Solidarity Fund has a budget of up to £414m for
2014 and was set up to provide financial assistance to EU
countries struck by major disasters. In previous years it has been
used to help communities across Europe and in particular for the
devastating floods along the Danube river in 2010 and for
Gloucestershire in 2008.

But Sir Graham is concerned that government departments are
dragging their heels and might fail to meet one of the criteria for
applications - that they have to be made within 10 weeks of
damage first being reported. Last week he commented: “Eric
Pickles, who's helping to co-ordinate the government's response,
has a chance to access EU funds to which the UK taxpayer
contributes and get money back to the UK, yet all I see is
dithering."
This was picked up by the national media who have also joined the
chorus of questioning over the issue. Some commentators believe
the reticence is down to issues of match funding, potential impact
on Britain's EU rebate or in some quarters, reluctance to be seen
to be asking Europe for money!

Kelston

A431 closed after subsidence
at Kelston worsens

The severe weather has caused more subsidence on the A431
at Kelston, closing the road between Bitton and Bath this
week. Commuters and First Bus services 319 & 332 are being
diverted via Keynsham and Saltford.

Last week Bath & North East Somerset Council said its state-ofthe-art ground radar technology had determined the scale of the
problem near Kelston Park and that it had carried out work to
stabilise the ground underneath the road by injecting grout. Twoway temporary lights meant the road could be kept open.
But the situation has got worse, with the council saying on Monday
that it had decided to close the road this week because “public
safety is absolutely paramount”.

A spokesman said: “The road will be closed for investigation works
after the land underneath the carriageway suffered further
subsidence. This is due to the intense run-off of water from
adjacent land which runs underneath the ground. Because of the
extensive amount of water over recent weeks, this has
destabilised the ground underneath the highway.
“The council had carried out emergency works last week by
injecting grout underneath the road to stabilise the structure.
Although this was successful, there has since been further
subsidence underground. To prevent even greater subsidence
from traffic movements and in order to conduct further ground
radar investigations we have closed the road. The duration will be
known later this week.
“This is not a decision we have taken lightly. We understand the
impact on people’s journeys. Public safety is absolutely
paramount.
Christopher Gallop, who lives in High Street, Bitton, told The Week
In that he had flagged up his concerns about the state of the road
to the council last October.

He said he told the council that indentations on the road were
getting deeper, that the surface was shifting as a result of all the
water coming off the top hills, and that he was concerned that it
was affecting the wall next to the pavement, the other side of
which drops down to Kelston Park.
He said he received a call back to say engineers had inspected
the road and wall and would monitor the situation.

He said that since then, the condition of the road had got a lot
worse but that underground investigations were only carried out
last week.
Sir Graham Watson (left) with Duncan Hounsell during last month's
visit to Saltford
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Mr Gallop said: “How that road has stayed upright I do not know.
My fears have been that a heavily laden cement mixer or a school
bus loaded with pupils would come off the road.”
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Invite to jobs fair
Situations Vacant

Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore’s next jobs fair will be taking
place at Warmley Community Centre tomorrow (Friday 21st
February) from 10am to noon.
Some 20 companies including John Lewis, Hays, Bath Ales and
Bristol Airport will be attending, and hundreds of local jobs will
be advertised at the fair.

Mr Skidmore said: “It has always been my priority to get local
people back into work. I began holding my job fairs back in
2012, and since then I have held them in Longwell Green,
Hanham, Mangotsfield, Kingswood, Cadbury Heath and
Emersons Green.

Vacancy to fill?

Advertising in The Week
In is an effective and low

“Hundreds of people have attended the fairs, and I have been
delighted to hear stories of people finding work through the jobs
fairs.” For more information ring 0117 908 1524.

Careers advice

Free careers advice sessions are taking place at Banjo Island
Community and Sports Association) BICSA at Cadbury Heath
Youth Centre today (Thursday 27th February) from 10am to
2pm.
There will be advice and help on topics including CV creation,
covering letters, action plans and goals, interview techniques,
training and apprenticeships.

cost option. Call Tracy or

Jodie on 0117 986 0381.
Deadline for Situations

Vacant advert bookings is

4.00pm on the FRIDAY
preceding publication.
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Tributes to motorbike crash
victim Wes
Longwell Green

Hanham Cricket Club has paid tribute to former player Wes
Herat, from Longwell Green, who died in a road accident
and whose funeral took place this week.
The 22-year-old also played bass in local punk band TLi and
there have been tributes to him on Facebook. Band mates Jack
Higgins and Emily Witham said: “As well as being a band mate,
he was like a brother, a companion and so, so much more.”

As we reported last week, Wes was riding his motorbike home
from work at the Salamander pub in Bath when he was involved
in a road accident on the A431 at Kelston in the early hours of
Sunday, 26th January.
Wes’s funeral took place on Monday at Haycombe in Bath,
followed by a wake at the Fry Club in Keynsham. Yesterday
(Wednesday) the coroner was due to open an inquest into the
former Hanham High student’s death.
In a statement, Hanham Cricket Club said: “Wes was a very
popular member, having played in the youth section for a
number of years.

“Whilst at school Wes turned out regularly for Hanham Cricket
Club, joining at U11 level and moving up through all the Youth
Section age groups to U17s. He enjoyed life, never taking
things too seriously and this was reflected in his style of cricket.
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Wes was most renowned for his languid style of off-spin
bowling. . . Wes’s move to Oxford took him away from Hanham
Cricket Club but he continued to play. His squad number for the
team was 24 and he joked that made him 12th man for the
reserves.

“He returned to Bristol recently and threatened to turn out for
the senior sides this summer. Sadly, he didn’t live to fulfil that
ambition but he did leave a lasting legacy. Those of you who
met Wes will have known him to be a cheerful personable guy
with a laid-back approach to life. He will be greatly missed.”
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Fishing permit
scheme comes into
force next month
St George

A permit scheme for fishing at the lakes in St George and
Eastville parks comes into force on 1st March and will help to
protect wildlife, says the city council.
The council says the scheme, which will be for an initial trial
period of one year, will make fishing more pleasurable and
sustainable.

There will be an administration cost of £3 (£1 for anglers under
16) for the permit application to be processed and issued. Any
angler applying for a permit will need to supply a passport photo
and proof of address and current Environmental Agency rod
licence.

New tenant sought
for park kiosk
St George

A new tenant is being sought to run the kiosk in St George Park.
Bristol City Council is inviting tenders from providers including
the voluntary and community sectors.
The new tenant will be required to open minimum core hours
and be flexible in extending the hours of service to meet
community needs where appropriate, for example, during
community events, school holidays, or on summer evenings
when the park is busy.

Anglers may only fish from angling stations where they are
provided or from areas otherwise designated.

Fishing at night on all park lakes is prohibited as is fishing during
the closed season (15th March to 15th June). Anglers are
restricted to the use of two rods or poles per person and all litter
and fishing line must be placed in the rubbish bins in the park or
taken home and not in the lake.
Floating bait is prohibited as birds can be attracted to it and get
caught up in.
Many cygnets that have hatched on the lake in St George Park
have had to be rescued with fishing tackle related injuries.
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They will be expected to work closely with the community
including attending the Friends of St George Park meetings.
The closing date for submissions will be Friday, 21st March.

The Week in • Thursday 20th February 2014

PETS CORNER

Bad weather advice
Adder alert in
community woodland from the RPSCA
People walking in the Manor Road community woodland in
Keynsham are being warned to look out for adders after a dog
was bitten by one that may have been flushed out of hibernation
by the floods.

The owner noticed that her dog’s paw has swollen to double its
size following a walk in the woodland and took her to the vet
who administered adder antivenom. She is now said to be
recovering well.

The adder is the only venomous snake native to Britain. It is
easily recognised by a dark zig-zag stripe along its back. Adders
are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and
it is an offence to kill, harm or injure them

The RSPCA says it has saved almost 400 animals from flooded
parts of the country since 10th February.
And with the bad weather far
from over, pet owners are being
urged to take extra care. There
have been recent media
reports of cats being lifted into
the air by the strong gusts and
others of dogs who have got
swept away in flood water
during walks.

RSPCA companion animal
scientist Alice Potter said: “We
urge pet owners to keep an eye
on the weather forecast and
plan ahead to make sure their
animals are safe. It might be
necessary to keep cats inside if
the winds become very
extreme. Dog owners should
plan walks so that the extreme
weather can be avoided, and
dogs should be accompanied at
all times.

“Most of it is common sense –
but it is very easy to forget the
obvious, especially since this
weather has been going on so
long we have become almost
too used to it.”

The Week in • Thursday 20th February 2014

19

‘Stop dithering and give us our
minor injuries unit at Cossham’
Campaigners from the re-formed Save Cossham
Hospital Group joined Kingswood MP Chris
Skidmore to show their anger at a U-turn over the
promised minor injuries unit.
“Stop dithering and deliver what was promised,” was the
message to health chiefs from the leader of the group, Reg
Bennett at the rally last Thursday.

of Bristol or across the city to the new Southmead ‘super
hospital’, and public transport links to there from the Kingswood
area are poor.

Reg Bennett, spokesman for the Save Cossham Hospital
Group, told the gathering of about 30 campaigners at the
hospital in Lodge Road: “Cossham Memorial Hospital is not a
political football. All of our political parties have the same goal –
to get the minor injuries unit that we were promised installed in
our hospital, now, before Frenchay Hospital closes.
“This hospital was given to the people of Kingswood and district
over 100 years ago. If I say ‘we want’ I mean ‘we need’ because
what we want is what we need.

MP Chris Skidmore with Reg Bennett

The community hospital reopened a year ago after a £19m
refurbishment and the minor injuries unit (MIU) was part of the
deal drawn up in 2009 when the hospital was saved from
closure, but now health chiefs are thinking of using the
accommodation set aside for the MIU as the base for a rapid
assessment service for frail, elderly patients.
With Frenchay Hospital, which has an A&E department, closing
this summer, local people needing urgent medical treatment are
faced with the prospect of a journey into the BRI in the centre
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“I say to Ben Bennett (programme director for South
Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning Group), we need a
Commissioning Group, not a De-Commissioning Group. We
had a contract in 2009. It we were a private hospital you would
be in court by now for being 12 months overdue on delivery. You
have had four years to prepare and 12 months to install. There
can be no excuses.

“Handel Cossham Memorial Hospital is the hub of our
community health care. We don’t want to travel tens of miles to
get treated for a minor injury and clog up our A&E hospitals. We
need an NHS-run, NHS staffed, 24/7 minor injuries unit.
Kingswood and district are taking a stand. Stop dithering and
deliver what was promised.”
Mr Skidmore put down a motion in Parliament last week which
reads: “That this House welcomes the first anniversary of the
reopening of Cossham Hospital; further welcomes the £19
million refurbishment that includes a renal dialysis unit, x-ray
and scanning department, physiotherapy and outpatient
appointments and Bristol’s first free-standing midwife-led birth
centre that has already delivered hundreds of babies; yet
regrets that the minor injuries unit that was promised in the
Bristol Health Services Plan and in the 2009 business plan has
yet to be installed; and urges the NHS to complete the minor
injuries unit at Cossham Hospital as soon as possible and
honour its commitment to the local community.”
Meanwhile Jo McCarron, Labour’s Parliamentary candidate for
Kingswood, has called a public meeting for Thursday 27th
February at 2.30pm at New Cheltenham Hall to discuss the
situation regarding Cossham. Kingswood Labour Party has
started a petition which so far has more than 120 signatures.
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Road safety plan
for Parkwall Road
Cadbury Heath

People are being asked to have their say on a pedestrian refuge
planned for Parkwall Road near The Warns.

South Gloucestershire Council says the scheme will make it
safer for pedestrians wanting to cross Parkwall Road,
particularly those accessing the bus stop, and will help to curb
speeding drivers.

New era for
historic mill
Willsbridge

Community groups, businesses and individuals are being
encouraged to submit ideas for the future use of
Willsbridge Mill.
For the past 30 years, the mill, barn and land immediately
surrounding it have been leased from South Gloucestershire
Council by Avon Wildlife Trust. The lease is due to end on 5th
October and while the trust will continue to maintain the
surrounding valley as a wildlife habitat, the lease on the
buildings is up for grabs.
A legal covenant on the site requires the premises to be retained
for community use and any ideas put forward must be
sustainable and have the potential to generate a long-term
regular income, with any profits being used to enhance the
premises.

Tactile paving and dropped kerbs and road markings to highlight
the new pedestrian refuge are also planned.
Since 2009, there has been one recorded injury collision in this
section of Parkwall Road.
Comments must be sent to the council by 23rd February.

Name new
community centre
Cadbury Heath

People in Cadbury Heath are reminded to come up with ideas
for a name for the £2million flagship community and youth
building currently under construction.

Expressions of interest must be submitted no later than Friday
21st March. Contact Chris Cowcher, community engagement
officer, by emailing christopher.cowcher@southglos.gov.uk or
calling
01454
865057.
Alternatively
visit
www.southglos.gov.uk/willsbridge

After the closing date the council will assess all the submissions
and applicants with suitable projects will then be asked to
submit a full business plan by the end of May. The successful
applicant will then be notified in June with a view to taking on the
lease in October.
The winner will help cut the ribbon at the official opening of the
new building which will have separate entrances for the
community and local youngsters when it opens in early 2015.

The naming competition is being organised by the Banjo Island
Community and Sports Association (BICSA) - the community
group which will take on the running of the new facility.
The winner will also receive a £20 gift voucher of their choice.

You can submit your suggestion, along with your contact details,
by email to bicsa2010@hotmail.com

Alternatively, look for Banjo Island Community And Sports
Association on Facebook and leave your name and number and
suggestion there.
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Directory & What’s On

Additional Income

Blinds

Building Services

Building Services

Building Services

G D MEEK
Appliance Repairs

Your local builder
Structural alterations
Property maintenance
Partitions
Carpentry
Insurance work
Garden walls
T: 0117 932 5706
M: 07770 303807

Car Services

Blinds

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Directory & What’s On
Car Services

Computers / IT

Electrical

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.
An advert

like this costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Carpentry

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

Chimney Sweep

Events

Carpet Cleaning

4 weeks - £14.50
8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00
26 weeks - £11.00

Dance Lessons

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE
AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

Computers / IT

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym. T:
0117 986 1000.
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You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.
Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Furniture Makers

Garden Services

Home Help

R J SHORT. Washing,
ironing and house cleaning
services. T: 07970 400801

Hypnotherapy

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.
An advert

like this costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Garden Services

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

Joinery

Hair & Beauty

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

Logs

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE
AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.
Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Holidays

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Logs

Pawn Brokers

Plastering

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.
An advert

Pallets

Pest Control

Plumbers

like this costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

Physiotherapy

4 weeks - £14.50
8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

Painting
& Decorating

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE
AS £1.50 A WEEK

Planning Advice

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

25

Directory & What’s On
Plumbers

Plumbers

Taxis

Waste Disposal

Podiatry

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Roofing

Stair Repairs

Venue Hire

Therapies

TV & Aerials

Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial
Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based
• from £4.75
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0117 9159801
07530 864562
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Planning Applications

Road improvements planned
St George

Bristol City Council is planning to change the location of the ‘no
through road’ point on Stibbs Hill as well as changing parking
restrictions near Air Balloon Hill Primary School.

Drivers travelling from Air Balloon Road regularly ignore the No
Through Road signs and drive up Stibbs Hill until they reach the
point at which the road is closed. Having found they are can’t
go any further, they can’t turn because the road is too narrow
so have to reverse, creating a potential hazard for pedestrians
and other road users. Parked vehicles are often damaged, says
The Week in • Thursday 20th February 2014

the council.

Highway chiefs say the point of closure should be moved
southwards, to the boundary of No 25 Stibbs Hill, where it
would be visible earlier.

A bus parking place, for use by school coaches, and a parking
place for use by disabled visitors to Air Balloon Hill Primary
School is also planned, operating Monday to Friday, 8am-6pm.
Any comments need to be submitted to the council by 28th
February.
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Mencap volunteer
Grace wins award

Keynsham & District Mencap Society is celebrating the recognition
of the achievements of a volunteer team member. Grace O’Hara,
18, has been volunteering for the society for almost four years and
her dedication has been recognised at the Chairman of the
Council’s Community Awards, at which she won Young Volunteer of
the Year.
Georgia Phelps

St Brendan’s artists
showcase their work

Creative Arts students from St Brendan’s Sixth Form College
exhibited highlights from their A-level coursework at the
Paintworks Event Space in Bristol last weekend.

The exhibition was attended by friends and family of the artists,
photographers and designers, and also by art gallery owners,
college governors, teaching staff from St Brendan’s and other
schools and colleges, and members of the public.

Photography students Vitali Lazitski, from Keynsham, and
Georgia Phelps, from Brislington, were two of the students
whose work was on display. Vitali exhibited black and white
documentary photography of interesting streets scenes and
unusual characters on the streets of Bath, taking inspiration
from the famous street photographer Vivian Maier. Georgia
showed black and white portraits inspired by Vogue and
photographer David Bailey.
Simeon Arnold, curriculum manager for Creative Arts at St
Brendan’s Sixth Form College, said: “I am very proud of the
effort that the students have put into their work and am delighted
to be able to give them the opportunity to showcase their key
pieces at this public event.”

St Brendan’s is the biggest sixth form provider in Bristol and
Bath and currently has 374 Creative Arts students studying on
its 11 Art and Design AS and A-level courses.

Grace was presented with a certificate and commemorative vase at
the B&NES awards ceremony at the Guildhall in Bath.

Keynsham & District Mencap Society (KDMS) offers social and
leisure opportunities for
children and adults with
learning disabilities. The
charity runs weekly social
clubs, football and fitness
clubs, day trips, residential
short breaks and week-long
holidays for its 160 members,
who are aged from 5 to 70.
Grace started volunteering
Grace O'Hara
with children aged 11 to 18
before moving to the Thursday 18+ Club. Grace not only volunteers
each week at the club but also helps on day trips and holidays.

Laura Jefferies, manager at KDMS, said: “Grace is a fantastic
young lady and a true inspiration. We are delighted she has won this
award and that her commitment, contribution and dedication have
been recognised.”
The team of 90 dedicated volunteers is incredibly important to the
work of Keynsham & District Mencap Society. “We are so lucky to
have such a wonderful team of volunteers,” said Lisa O’Brien, chair
of the management committee. “We are really grateful to them for
their enthusiasm and commitment. I would like to take this
opportunity to send out a big thank you to them all.”
To find out more about volunteering opportunities at KDMS email
Laura Jefferies at Laura@keynshammencap.org.uk or call the office
on 0117 986 5659.

Volunteers, members, families, friends and supporters of the society
will be getting together for the society’s Race Night on Friday 14th
March at Saltford Hall.

For more information or to buy tickets at £3 per head contact
Helen@keynshammencap.org.uk or telephone the office.

Man needs stitches
after assault
Kingswood

Police are appealing for witnesses to an assault on a 45-year-old
man in Kingswood for which he needed stitches in his face.
The victim had been walking down Fairview Road at around 8.30pm
on Thursday 6th February when another man, walking up the hill,
punched him in the face, causing him to fall to the ground.
The man needed six stitches for his injury.

Vitali Lazitski
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The offender is described as white and 5ft 6in. Anyone with any
information regarding this incident is asked to contact PC Melanie
Downton at Staple Hill police station, via the 24-hour Police Enquiry
Centre on 101.
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Search for headteacher
for new school serving
Redfield and St George

The search has begun for a headteacher to run the new
primary school being set up in Redfield.

He or she will be at the helm of the first Educate Together Primary
Academy in England. Educate Together is a charity that already
runs 68 successful primary schools in Ireland, 98% of which have
been graded level 1, which is equivalent to Ofsted outstanding.

The Redfield Educate Together Primary Academy will open on the
corner of Avonvale Road and Victoria Avenue in September and is
being established with the support of a local parents’ group. It is
being set up because of an acute shortage of primary school
places in BS5.

Trio arrested
on suspicion
of burglary
Hillfields

Police have arrested three men on suspicion of burglary
following a break-in at a house in East Bristol.
The burglary, at an address in Beechen Drive, Hillfields, took
place on 27th January when goods including an iPad, jewellery,
a watch and camera equipment were stolen.
Intelligence led police to make the arrests on Saturday 8th
February at another address in Hillfields, after CCTV at a shop
in Broadmead showed a suspect trying to sell the stolen camera
equipment.

Two 18-year-old men and one 21-year-old man, all from
Hillfields, have been bailed until 7th March whilst investigations
continue.
Investigating officer Shaun Screen, from Bristol’s Priority Crime
Team, said: “These arrests show that we are committed to
relentlessly hunting down burglars and bringing them to justice,
but we need the help of the local community to solve crimes.

The school will open with two reception classes in specially
prepared space in the existing building used by social services
while a brand new state-of-the-art academy is built at the front of
the site to be ready for September 2015.

“If you give us information, we will act on it. If you suspect
anyone in your community is involved in crime, or have any
information about crimes you may have witnessed, please
contact us on 101.”

When finished, the building will accommodate a full two-form entry
primary academy of approximately 420 children. The building is
fully funded by Bristol City Council and the Department for
Education and the academy will operate with the sponsorship of
the Educate Together Academy Trust.
The deadline for applications for the post of headteacher is
tomorrow, Friday 21st February.

Pete's Pyrenean Pedal

Pete Naish, vice chairman of the Bristol Link of the Chernobyl
Children’s Life Line, is gearing up for another major cycle ride to
raise money for the cause.

The last time he did this, by zigzagging around Britain from
Land's End to north of John O’Groats, he raised more than
£6,000 for the charity which helps those lives which will be
forever affected by the aftermath of the Chernobyl nuclear
disaster in 1986.
Pete will be riding across the Pyrenees from the Atlantic Ocean
to the Mediterranean, before turning around and cycling all the
way back.

Once again Graham Clark, fundraising organiser, has
volunteered his time and money to be the back-up driver, and
chairman Andy March is running the Just Giving page and
website. To donate go to http://www.justgiving.com/Pete-Naish
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Young twitcher sees
Cubs enjoy Monopoly
her 3,000th bird species Challenge
Bird-loving Somerset schoolgirl Mya-Rose Craig has seen an
amazing 3,000 species around the world - and she is still only 11.

Mya-Rose, who is from Compton Martin and in Year 7 at Chew
Valley School, featured in the BBC4 documentary Twitchers: A
Very British Obsession, when, aged just seven, she was seen
birding around the UK with her parents.
Since then she has travelled
to six continents in pursuit of
birds. In spring 2012 the
family left for a six-month
birding trip to South
America. Before the trip, her
parents surprised her with a
pair
of
Swarovski
binoculars. Trying to pick up
skulky species like Antpittas
requires concentration and
top quality binoculars, which
for Mya-Rose also need to
be as light as possible.

But in Peru, disaster struck when Mya-Rose fell over in the Andes
and smashed her binoculars against rocks. She was devastated
until Swarovski came to the rescue and fixed them without any
charge.
Last month Swarovski published a blog about her Mya-Rose after
helping her get to 3,000 spots.

Mya-Rose has recently returned from a birding trip to Queensland,
Australia, where she saw her 3,000th bird species - the Regent
Bowerbird, at Lamington National Park. She said: “My binoculars
were great in Australia for birding and also watching wildlife. I was
over the moon to see my 3,000th bird species. I am not sure
where we are going next but a trip to Antarctica would be
awesome; my seventh continent."
Mya-Rose hopes to launch her own blog shortly on birding and
conservation. Meanwhile read the family’s travel blog at
http://birdinggap.blogspot.co.uk
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Cub Scouts from across Wansdyke district came together recently
for the annual Monopoly Challenge organised by the 1st
Keynsham Quantock pack.
The winner was nine-year old Ben, from Clutton, who played three
games and accumulated £7,414 in Monopoly money.

He said afterwards: “I feel very happy at winning the trophy. I
bought a lot of properties, including Mayfair, which is my favourite.
I had a great time and it was a really good afternoon.”
In second place was Toby, from Saltford Tigers, and third was
Jasper, from Saltford Wolves.

Ben, a Cub Scout from Clutton, proudly displays his trophy
Picture: Tina Curtis

Have your say on outof-hours GP services

People in Bristol, South Gloucestershire and North Somerset are
being asked what they think about out-of-hours GP services.

The Chief Inspector of General Practice, Professor Steve Field,
announced in December that the Care Quality Commission would
be taking a new approach to its inspections of GPs’ services in the
country, with out-of-hours services a priority. In the first three
months of 2014, CQC will be inspecting 36 providers, including
BrisDoc Healthcare Services Ltd, based on the Hawkfield
Business Park in Whitchurch.
From small beginnings as a rota of local South Bristol GPs
BrisDoc service has grown to embrace the North Bristol GP cooperative and now covers 950,000 patients in Bristol, North
Somerset and South Gloucestershire.

Professor Field said: “While we know that many GP out-of-hours
services provide safe, compassionate care, they do face particular
challenges. Patients are often unfamiliar to staff, and staff do not
always have access to their medical records.
“Often these services have a large workforce where staff may not
know each other well. Cases can be complex and urgent and
there have also been a number of high profile failings in out-ofhours services. Because of these factors we believe it is important
that we improve how we regulate and inspect these services
quickly.”

You can give your views to the inspection team online at
http://www.cqc.org.uk/contact-us,
by
email
to
enquiries@cqc.org.uk, by letter to CQC, Citygate, Gallowgate,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 4PA , or by phone on 03000 61 61 6.
A full report of the inspectors’ findings will be published by the
Care Quality Commission.
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Football

Keynsham Town FC
Reserves draw

With the atrocious weather causing the postponement of Keynsham
Town’s First XI game at Cheddar last Saturday, attention shifted to
their Reserves. Banwell were the visitors to the AJN Stadium and
Keynsham had a few new faces in their team, with Rich Healey,
Ryan Beak, Jack Baber and Josh Rice coming in to add some
experience to their young side.

After some early opportunities for both sides, it was in fact Banwell
who took the lead with a good goal. The home side got a deserved
equaliser on 25 minutes and played much better after the goal, but
it was Banwell who restored their lead to go into half time at 2-1
ahead.
A Liam Robson header on 75 minutes for Keynsham made it 2-2
and despite efforts from both sides, that was the final score.

Keynsham’s next First XI fixture is on Saturday 22nd February (kickoff 3pm) away to Wincanton Town.

Mangotsfield FC launch fund

The directors of Mangotsfield United Football Club Ltd last week
announced the launch of a new legacy fund.

Operated separately from the day-to-day running of the club’s
business, it will raise money for specific areas, including ground
improvements, new floodlights, new buildings, pitch maintenance
and work required to comply with the FA’s Ground Grading
requirements.
One-off donations, standing orders, or a legacy bequeathed in a will
are all welcome.
The Mangos’ ground is at Cossham Street and they play in the
Southern Football League Division One South and West. The club
was formed at the end of the 19th century.

Longwell Green Sports Youth

Each year Longwell Green Sports Youth take in a large number of
new boys and girls who will be leaving pre-school and starting in
reception at primary school in September.

If you would like to be add your child's name to the list email
goaliegriff@tiscali.co.uk for further details or take a look at the
website - www.longwellgreensportsjfc.co.uk

New players wanted

Brislington Junior Football Club’s teams are on the lookout for new
players.
If you would be interested in coming along to one of the training
sessions visit the teams’ page on the website at
http://brislingtonjuniors.co.uk

Snooker

Keynsham Snooker
Centre news

Jamie Hawkins defeated Nick Hawkins in the final to win
Keynsham's open snooker tournament on Sunday 9th February.

The fast improving young Hawkins also scored wins over Chris
Scott, Colin Streams and Mitchell Hooper on his way to victory.
Nick Hawkins made the day’s highest break of 117.
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Golf

Cup victory for
Saltford Ladies

Saltford Ladies beat Kingsdown 4-1 away in the first round of the
National Mail on Sunday Competition. Sharon Watts, Lucy Sellick,
Ella Nash, Jenny O'Connell and Jane Russett made up the
Saltford side played in gale force wind, rain, hail and snow.

Cricket

Frenchay Flyers seek
new recruits

Frenchay Flyers, the women’s cricket team based at Frenchay
Cricket Club, are looking to recruit new members for the coming
season.

Frenchay are aiming to build on the success of the U15 Girls last
season and form a side to play in the Gloucestershire Women’s
Competitive League this coming season. Indoor practice
sessions will take place from 7pm to 8pm on Wednesdays from
26th February to 26th March in the sports hall at John Cabot
Academy, Woodside Road, Kingswood.

While some cricket experience would be useful, enthusiasm is
key as coaching and support will be provided. Contact Jim
Donaldson 0117 960 0213 or email bycl@blueyonder.co.uk for
further information.
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