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Councillors in Kingswood are
seeking an urgent meeting with
council officers to press the case for
traffic lights at the Wraxall Road
roundabout on the A4174 ring road.
A public drop-in meeting was held last
week at the Kingswood Heritage
Museum for residents to see plans for
safety improvements to the roundabout.
However, the 60 or so residents who
attended also learnt that a long-held
plan to introduce traffic lights was being
abandoned.
Local Labour councillors for Woodstock,
Gareth Manson, Andy Perkins and Pat
Rooney had alerted residents to the
drop-in session because it had been
arranged at short notice and very limited
publicity had been given to it by the
council. 
They said: "Joining the ring road from
this roundabout is problematical,
particularly during rush hour, so it was
very disappointing to learn that the plan
for traffic lights was being dropped. But
speaking to some residents at the drop-

in, it wasn’t clear whether different ideas
from residents for dealing with the
problem were going to be considered.
We have, therefore, asked for an urgent
meeting to understand whether anything
can be done."
Analysis by council officials has shown
that the roundabout is too small to
accommodate queuing traffic on it and
that traffic lights would make the
problems of queuing on Wraxall Road
and Tower Lane worse. 
South Gloucestershire Council has
around £700,000 set aside for installing
traffic lights at this roundabout. The
councillors fear that with the
Government cuts being imposed on the
council, the money may be diverted to
other projects. 
They added: "The money for these lights
should be safeguarded. If the
programme for installing traffic lights on
the ring road had been kept to, the
Wraxall Road roundabout should have
been dealt with about three years ago.
Our fear is that the money could

disappear because not enough money is
available for other schemes elsewhere
in the district."
It is thought that a formal decision on
changes to the roundabout will be made
by the planning, transport and strategic
environment committee in March as part
of the overall annual transport capital
programme for 2014/15.
The Woodstock councillors are
encouraging residents to send their
comments to the council by email to
consultation@southglos.gov.uk, by
telephone (01454 868675) or in writing
to: FREEPOST RTCT-JXLE-EET, South
Gloucestershire Council, Wraxall
consultation, Civic Centre, High Street,
Kingswood, BRISTOL, BS15 9TR.
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Plans for ring road traffic lights dropped



A Longwell Green man died after his motorbike was
in collision with a car on the A431 at Kelston.
The crash happened on Sunday 26th January at 2.40am.  Wes
Herat, 22, was returning from his manager’s job at Bath Ales’
pub the Salamander in John Street in Bath when he was
involved in the collision.
The Avon Coroner’s Office said that an investigation had been
opened into Mr Herat’s death and that an inquest is due to open
on Wednesday 19th February.
Mr Herat, who went to Hanham High School and then Oxford
Brookes University, leaves parents Anne and Anil and a brother,
Nathan.
Flowers and cards have been laid at the scene of the tragedy.

One says: “Too short a
time with us but you
achieved so much. You
were truly loved by your
family and your
beautiful girlfriend. RIP.”
Another reads:  “Wes,
you will be sadly missed
by everyone. You are a
great friend and a great
man. You will always be
in our hearts.”
Derrick Houldsworth
and Antony Grieve, who

run the Newspacket in Watsons Road in Longwell Green, had
known Mr Herat for years as he had been a paper boy and had
also worked in the shop.

They had kept in touch with him and saw him just a few days
before he died. They paid tribute to him, saying he was “one of
the nicest kids you could wish to meet, lovely, polite and
helpful”.
The Salamander also paid tribute to Mr Herat, calling him a
“fantastic manager” and a great character.
His funeral will take place at Haycombe on Monday 17th
February.
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Longwell Green man dies
in crash on A431

Wes Herat

Flowers at Kelston



McCarthy & Stone’s plans to turn the old police station site in
Broad Street into later living accommodation look set to get
approval.
The recommendation going to South Gloucestershire Council’s
development control (east) committee today (Thursday) was
that authority be delegated to officers to grant planning
permission, subject to conditions.

The plan is to clear most of the site and build 43 apartments
including car parking and landscaping. The scheme includes
converting the existing police station house in five apartments
and an apartment in the coach house for use by friends and
relatives visiting occupants.
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Another stranger danger
alert in Keynsham

Plans for old police
station in Staple HillParents are being urged not to let their children wait outside

Keynsham Leisure Centre to be collected from swimming lessons
after a report that a stranger tried to get into a waiting car.
The police were informed after a man apparently tried to get into
a woman’s car in Temple Street on 30th January while she was
waiting to collect her children.
The leisure centre is used by Keynsham Amateur Swimming Club
which has issued a warning to parents on its website: “Please
don't let your children wait outside the leisure centre to be picked
up. Please can all parents come into the building to pick up their
swimmers.” Last month parents and pupils were put on alert after
an elderly man in a silver 4x4 reportedly offered a schoolboy a lift
100 yards from Broadlands Academy in Keynsham. 
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Plans to
provide more
accommodation
at Vinney Green
There are plans to extend
the Vinney Green Secure
Unit at Emersons Green,
run by South
Gloucestershire Council,
by adding another four
bedrooms in a single-
storey extension.
The young people held at
Vinney Green are aged
10 to 18 and are among
the most troubled and
troublesome in the
country.  In 2011 the unit
featured in a BBC TV
series following the lives
of the children behind
bars.
The planning reference
number is
PK14/0339/R3F.

An application to build a
326-berth marina on the
River Avon between
Keynsham and Saltford
has been submitted to
Bath & North East
Somerset Council.
As we reported last October,
agents acting for MJ Bendall
& Partners carried out
consultation locally as well as
making a presentation to
members of Keynsham Town
Council. Now the formal
planning application seeks to
create a new leisure facility on farmland
bordering the river, located between the
Broadmead Lane Industrial Estate and Avon
Valley Country Park. Road access would be
via Pixash Lane.
The new marina would provide berths for
pleasure craft, narrow boats and Dutch

barges, as well as an administrative building
to house offices, a chandlery, tea room, toilet,
shower and laundry facilities.
The deadline for public response to the
application is 6th March and the planning
reference is 13/04822/EFUL. A decision is
expected during May.

Keynsham 

Plans for 326-berth
marina on the River Avon
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It's that time of year again when local councils
hammer out their budgets for the next financial year,
which ultimately will decide how much council tax
we pay from April. 
Bath & North East Somerset and Bristol councils both meet on
Tuesday 18th February while South Gloucestershire will hold its
budget meeting the next day (Wednesday 19th February).

Against a backdrop of continued cuts in central government
funding, making the sums add up has been made a little easier,
due to unexpected windfalls. B&NES has collected an
additional £1.9m in council tax this year, while in Bristol and
South Gloucestershire, the figure is more than double. The
main reason has been lower than anticipated claims for tax
relief, with unemployment numbers falling.

The Lib Dem run council claims it is on target heading into year two of its three year budget plan and
despite a £5m cut in its Government grant, is proposing a council tax freeze (for the fourth year running).
Despite service cuts of 1.2%, the council maintains that many frontline services are being maintained and
after adverse public reaction during the last 12 months, extra funds have been made available for

children's services, adult advice centres and public conveniences.
Council leader Cllr Paul Crossley said: “Whilst delivering our regeneration plans, we maintain our focus on supporting the most
vulnerable adults, children and families in society to achieve their potential, reflected in the fact that 50 pence in every pound of council
tax that we collect is spent on vulnerable people, young and old.
“We are also protecting many day-to-day services that are important to residents. Street cleaners, weekly bin collections, supported
buses, lollipop patrols, recycling centres, leisure centres, community meals and our library branches amongst many other services,
will continue to be protected.”
While welcoming many of the proposals, the opposition Conservative group on the council want the Lib Dems to go further.
Commenting on their own survey on budget priorities, Conservative Shadow spokesman for Resources, Cllr Charles Gerrish, said:
“Over recent weeks we’ve been listening to the views of local people and finding out what areas of spending B&NES residents see as
a priority.
“In particular, it’s clear that residents are deeply concerned by the scale of reductions planned to front-line services like Children’s
Centres, Citizens’ Advice and libraries, and want to see the council go further in protecting these areas."

Local councils prepare to set their budgets

The council is looking for savings of around £40m over the next six years on top of £43m it has already
cut.
With a hung council, each political group has put forward its own proposals which were debated at this
week's Policy and Resources committee (which took place as we went to print) before going to full council

next week. For the Labour group, the priorities have been maintaining frontline services. They have also produced plans to keep the
street lights on until 1am in some areas, responding to continued unease over the council's part night lighting policy. 
Labour Group leader Cllr Andy Perkins said: “South Gloucestershire, like all councils, will have to continue to take tough and unpopular
decisions in order to balance its books. 
"With our budget priorities this year, Labour councillors are saying that we would protect some of our most valued services for as long
as we can.  We want to tell residents that we intend to maintain all of our libraries and public toilets, we will keep car parks free and
that we have listened to them over their concerns about the streetlight switch-off.
For the Conservatives, leader Cllr John Calway said: “A lot of eyebrows will be raised over the disclosure that the council has collected
over £4m extra in council tax than it forecast. 
"We want to protect hardworking local households who are struggling with the high cost of living and we believe that a fourth
successive freeze in their council tax bills is the best way to achieve this."

Service cuts and  the loss of up to 1,000 council posts feature in Mayor George Ferguson's budget plans to save an
estimated £83m in Bristol. 
Unlike the other two authorities, however, a 1.95% rise in council tax is also a key part in the proposed budget. The
public consultation on the initial budget proposals issued late last year received over 4,000 responses and
surprisingly, more than two-thirds said they would support a tax rise of more than 2% if it meant fewer cuts in services. 

Government penalties for councils which increase tax by more than 2% would render the savings ineffective, however, and the Mayor
is still waiting to hear from Westminster about whether his proposed increase would require a costly referendum to be legal.
Mr Ferguson said: "My only purpose is to help create a city where citizens and the economy can thrive and to put Bristol on a sound
financial footing. However, the council cannot afford to fund the same level of service with so much less in the way of funds at its
disposal. 
"We can balance the books whilst still being ambitious and bold. We can do it whilst keeping council tax rises below current levels of
inflation at just under 2% per year – about 50p per week for an average band D home."
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Keltson 

Problems on A431
Traffic is being kept off part of the main road between
Bitton and Bath where cracks have widened and the
road is subsiding.
The severe weather of the last month, which has seen flooding
on the road, has worsened the condition of the road near the
entrance to Kelston Park. Cracks have also developed in the
pavement. 
Bath & North East Somerset Council said on Monday: “There is
erosion of the material under the road surface and the retaining
wall. This is due to the intense run-off of water from adjacent
land which runs underneath the ground. 

“Because of the extensive amount of water over recent weeks,
this has destabilised the ground underneath the highway.
“A thorough investigation of the structure underneath the road
and retaining wall is taking place. This has included a state-of-
the-art ground radar survey to identify the extent of the
underground problem, avoiding unnecessary excavations. 
“The results will be known by the end of the week. In the
meantime, temporary two-way traffic lights will be used to
prevent vehicles from running over areas of weak road. During
peak times, these lights will be manually operated to keep traffic
flowing.
“A further announcement will be made when the council has
settled on a course of action.”

The storms toppled a huge tree in Upton Cheyney last week,
completely blocking Wick Lane.
The tree damaged a garden wall at Manor House Farm as it
came crashing down overnight last Tuesday. 
Power cables were also torn down and crews from Western
Power Distribution were out reconnecting supplies last
Wednesday morning.

Storms bring
down huge tree 
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B&NES planners have agreed to a proposal to
convert the first floor of 39 High Street into two two-
bedroom flats. 
The former Lloyds Bank building was last occupied by a firm of
solicitors and has stood empty since 2008. Despite previous

attempts to alter the
frontage for possible
retail use, the owner Dr
Wasfy Yanny now
intends to keep the
ground floor of the
building for office use but
create living
accommodation upstairs.
Access to the flats will be
from a separate entrance
on the side of the
building, while the High
Street frontage will be
retained for the offices.
The step will be lowered
to pavement level to
make the office

accommodation compliant with disability access conditions and
one of the front windows, which was converted to accommodate
a cash distributor, will be returned to its original state.

Keynsham Oxfam bookshop is calling on local
people to donate their unwanted items and for the
first time, thanks to the UK Government,  throughout
January, February and March every pound raised
from the items will be doubled.
Verity Budd, Oxfam Keynsham bookshop manager, said:
“February is the perfect time for a clearout and we can turn your
good quality unwanted items into cash to fund Oxfam’s work
fighting poverty around the world. Additionally, thanks to the
Government, the money raised will be doubled."
Matched funding is up to a maximum total value raised of
£5million.
The initiative is part of Oxfam’s Mother Appeal to raise money
and help women around the world to lift their families out of
poverty for good. Running until Mother’s Day on 30th March the
Mother Appeal encourages people to celebrate motherhood the
world over and hopes to raise over £10 million for Oxfam’s life-
changing work.  

Keynsham 

Flats for landmark
High Street building

Make double the
difference to charity
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

9 6
7 5 1 8

4 8 2
6 3 9 1 5

9 7 3
3 2 5 1 4 8 6

2
7 9 4 8
3 4 2 1 5 9

5 3 8
2 1

9 5
7 4 1

6
2 9 4

5 7 3
5 9

7 8 9 1

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND 
Sunday 16th February

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Will you be giving
up your green bin?
From April, South Gloucester-
shire residents wanting to keep
their green bin will have to fork
out £36 a year.
As part of budget cuts, the council is
introducing an “optional subscription
service for garden waste”. It’s a service
currently paid for through council tax.
Evidence from other local authority
areas where a chargeable garden waste
collection service has been introduced
suggests a minority of residents take up
the service.
A South Glos Council spokesman said:
“It’s not compulsory and we’re
encouraging people to consider
composting as a more environmentally
friendly alternative. 
“People can also take their garden
waste to Sort It!* centres for disposal.
People who don’t want the service but
currently have green bins can retain
them or if they wish, we will collect them.
Bins that have been collected will be
refurbished and recycled. 
“We’ll know whether people are
subscribing it is all done via a database

that tells crews which houses
to collect from.”
The council admits there may
be some fly-tipping as a result
of the decision: “Inevitably,
there will be a few people who
fly tip waste to make a protest
or burn it but most residents
wouldn’t do this and, again,
evidence from elsewhere is
that this is a short-term problem and one
which the council would respond to
appropriately.”
People can sign up for the service online
using a debit or credit card, call the
council on 01454 868000, or
alternatively visit one of the council’s
one stop shops. If you receive Income
Support, Pension Credit, or income
related Jobseekers’ Allowance you are
entitled to a 50% reduction in the annual
charge. 
Residents may prefer to buy pay–as-
you-go sacks for £2 each which includes
household collection. Sacks will be
available from mid-March at libraries
and Marshfield County Stores. You will

need to book a collection (available
online after mid-March) and will be
advised of your collection day. Only
authorised sacks will be collected. 
The TaxPayers’ Alliance is unimpressed
with the bin tax. It said:  “The residents
of South Gloucestershire have already
paid for rubbish removal services
through their council tax - so why are
they being asked to pay for it twice?”
The campaign group said that the
council should be thinking about cutting
the cost of local government
management, including their “inflated
wages and pensions”, rather than
putting frontline services on the line.



10 The Week in •  Thursday 13th February 2014

Letters
An excellent publication
Dear Sir,
As a resident of Grange Road in Saltford I
was anxious to hear the result of the Crest
Nicholson appeal to the Secretary of State
in respect of the 99 homes planned for
Manor Road. We heard nothing.  The ONLY

place I could obtain any information was
from the excellent Week In!  You published
news on your website that the decision had
been delayed.  Many thanks for this
information, otherwise we would still be in
the dark.  Even Pegasus Planning Group
had no update on their website - a poor
show! On other planning matters, according
to Barratt Homes, Keynsham has a hospital!
This was mentioned in their planning
application for 266 homes at K2A.  This
hospital apparently is situated in Ashmead
Road.  I assume they refer to the TA field
hospital division that has its HQ there.  Get
your facts right, Barratt!
Barratt also inform us in their planning
application that the new homes will have
water efficient taps, energy efficient lighting
and even water butts.  If this is their attitude
to sustainable homes, then again I say - a
very poor show!  I live in a 1930s property
and I have all of these energy-saving
systems.  A brand new home should have
solar panels, grey water recycling and triple
glazing at the very least.  But this of course
would dent their profits!

Thanks again for an informative and
interesting publication.
B Phillips, Saltford

The hole truth?
Dear Sir,
Good to read your article (The Week In, 6th
February) on the potholes in Kenilworth
Drive, Willsbridge. They are not new though.
They have been there for the past three
winters. The council fill a few in from time to
time but they soon open up again. 
After correspondence with my MP, Chris
Skidmore, he says that South
Gloucestershire's StreetCare will be taking
action as soon as possible. 
We will wait and see.
Derek Brewer
Willsbridge

Bus fare consultation
Dear Editor,
First Bus is running a fare consultation in the
West of England area from 1st February -
16th March. The consultation follows a
similar review of bus fares in and around
Bristol last year, which led to changes being
implemented in the city last November. 
This latest review is looking at all First West
of England services outside of Bristol’s inner
zone. Keynsham is in the First Bus inner
zone, however, Saltford is in the First Bus
outer zone. Saltford is a large village of over
4,000 residents. Saltford Parish Council
wishes to ensure that residents make their
views regarding bus fares known to First
Bus in this latest fare consultation, whether
they currently use the bus services or not. 
The parish council expects to receive paper
copies of the questionnaire which will be
made available in Saltford Library and other
village locations where possible. To find out
more about the consultation and to
complete the online version of the survey
please visit www.fairerfaresforall.co.uk
Cllr Duncan Hounsell
Chair, Saltford Parish Council

'Gagging Bill' is an affront
to democracy
Dear Sir,
I regularly correspond with Chris Skidmore
MP over matters that concern me greatly but
up to the time of writing, I have yet to
receive a response from him where we are
able to share common ground. 
My latest message concerns the Tories'
‘Gagging Bill’ which is an affront to
democracy. Is there nothing they will not do
in order to protect themselves from public
criticism? This has to be the most divisive
government since Maggie Thatcher – and
she has been found out over her lies during
the miners' strike.
‘Despite a massive campaign of resistance,
the Tories managed to pass what has
become commonly known as the Gagging
Bill. I prefer to refer to it as 'The Protection
of Corporate Lobbying and Silencing of
Legitimate Debate Bill' because that is
precisely what it is. The mainstream
corporate press have played along with the
Government by continually referring to it as
the 'Lobbying Bill', despite the fact that the
majority of the lobbying industry will remain
entirely unaffected by it. Essentially the Bill
protects in-house corporate lobbying
operations from any kind of official scrutiny,
meaning that a cloak of secrecy will still
shroud their influence upon our politicians.
The fact that the so-called Lobbying Bill
does so little to regulate the activities of
corporate lobbyists isn't even the worst of it.
The truly appalling part is the extensive
second section of the Bill which is clearly
designed to silence critics of the
Government, such as charities, voluntary
organisations, protest groups, trade unions
and religions (which despite the bile from
the obnoxious anti-atheist brigade have
done much good work in promoting social
justice).
I am interested to see what reply I get from
him.
Dave Blackmore, Mangotsfield



Land north of the A4 could
be developed
Dear Sir,
I am writing in response to your recent
article regarding the protection of Green
Belt land between Keynsham and Saltford. 
All the local councillors have voiced their
opposition to any development between the
two communities along the A4 corridor. 
To the south of the A4, I agree
wholeheartedly. Here the land is mainly
unspoilt open fields, but to the north of the
A4, planning has already been given for a
new farm shop and restaurant with parking
for 70 cars.
Furthermore, the land from the nursery to
Pixash Lane already has many buildings
and businesses. There is a plant nursery,
petrol station, car wash and soon a coffee
shop, plus houses. 
The land here between the A4 and the
railway line could be developed without
affecting the look or feel of the area. Just
because somewhere is classed as Green
Belt does not mean open fields,
I, for one, would prefer brownfield sites be
developed first before we lose any more
unspoilt fields like those lost at the K2
development.
Jane Jeffery
Keynsham

Railwayman will be missed
Dear Sir,
I would like to pay tribute to David Cole
(featured in The Week In, 6th February)
who is leaving Avon Valley Railway as
development manager. Regular readers will
often have seen articles about the railway
prompted  by him over the years. 
I have been a member of the railway's
residents' forum since its inception and
have always found David to be most

friendly, polite and helpful. He will be greatly
missed. I wish him well in his new career. 
Derek Brewer
Willsbridge

Food for thought
Dear Stephen,
Mr Hill (issue 306) is the second person to
express his gratitude for Cllr Bell's efforts on
behalf of himself and others in Rodway ward
to improve their quality of life; however, Mr
Bell's letter (Issue 303) claimed it still
contained families in employment who
cannot afford to feed themselves. 
It might be too big for one man, but Rodway
is not that big an area, it still begs the
question therefore as to how much more
could be achieved, or why their problems
could not be eliminated, if all the
organisations, and charities dedicated to
helping the underprivileged in the
community were co-ordinated.
M O'Regan

Residents signal their
disappointment
Dear Editor,
We would like to thank the many residents
who braved the bad weather to attend the
drop-in event at Kingswood Heritage
Museum on Thursday 6th February. 
The event was held after we demanded that

South Gloucestershire Council’s highway
engineers explain to the public their latest
thinking on improving the Wraxall Road
roundabout on the A4174 ring road after
such a long period of silence imposed by the
council’s weirdly bureaucratic system of
decisions-by-committee. 
At the meeting, residents were able to relay
first hand their experiences at this
increasingly busy junction, including some
who avoid this roundabout altogether and
instead commute through residential areas
to access the ring road from the already-
signalised Longwell Green and Warmley
ring road roundabouts. 
A great deal of disappointment was
expressed that signalising the Wraxall Road
roundabout was no longer the favoured
option of the engineers and we will be
making sure that local views are heard loud
and clear before a final decision is made.
Cllr Nick Barrett and Tony Olpin
Conservative councillors for Parkwall
South Gloucestershire Council
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Letters

The Week In is independent of any political or
commercial interest.   We aim to produce a
balanced and accurate view of local news
and welcome comments from our readers. 

Normally, we will publish letters in full but
reserve the right to shorten or clarify the
contents or to refuse publication. Please try to
keep letters under 300 words and supply your
full name and address for reasons of
authentication.  Only the name and district
where you live will be reproduced.  Anonymity
is possible under certain circumstances. 

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices no
later than 5.30pm on the Monday of each
week.  E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

Write to us

David Cole
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Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27

28 29

Across

A group of islands in the West Indies (7)9
Infectious disease (7)10
Plant used for seasoning (7)11
Small orange (7)12
Scarf - often fur (9)13
Crazy (5)15
A decorative fastening with loops (7)16
To know something beforehand (7)19
An object from the past (5)20
Act of Christian worship (9)21
Knotted, twisted (7)25
Weapon used in medieval times (7)26
Unseemly or outrageous (7)28
Handwriting easily read (7)29

Down

Items which can be attached (4-2)1
Frantic (6)2
Lowermost part of a construction (4)3
Fit to be eaten (6)4
Thick mass of floating ice (3,5)5
Secretive country in Asia (5,5)6
Cloud like (8)7
Render completely inactive (8)8
Cocktail with coconut, rum and pineapple 
(4,6)

14

A spent force (5-3)16
_ _ impossible? (4-4)17
They follow Mondays (8)18
Without being agitated or disturbed (6)22
To consume liquid (6)23
Type of North American sparrow (6)24
Old word for near (4)27

ACROSS
9 A group of islands in the West Indies (7)
10 Infectious disease (7)
11 Plant used for seasoning (7)
12 Small orange (7)
13 Scarf - often fur (9)
15 Crazy (5)
16 A decorative fastening with loops (7)
19 To know something beforehand (7)
20 An object from the past (5)
21 Act of Christian worship (9)
25 Knotted, twisted (7)
26 Weapon used in medieval times (7)
28 Unseemly or outrageous (7)
29 Handwriting easily read (7)

DOWN
1 Items which can be attached (4-2)
2 Frantic (6)
3 Lowermost part of a construction (4)
4 Fit to be eaten (6)
5 Thick mass of floating ice (3,5)
6 Secretive country in Asia (5,5)
7 Cloud like (8)
8 Render completely inactive (8)
14 Cocktail with coconut, rum and pineapple (4,6)
16 A spent force (5-3)
17 _ _ impossible? (4-4)
18 They follow Mondays (8)
22 Without being agitated or disturbed (6)
23 To consume liquid (6)
24 Type of North American sparrow (6)
27 Old word for near (4)

Horace returns
Following the sell-out run at the Tobacco Factory last
July, Keynsham’s prodigal son is returning home in
April. 
'An Audience With Horace Batchelor' will go on tour this spring
to Salisbury, Taunton and the Fear Hall in Keynsham. In the
run-up to last year's show, three preview performances, which
also sold out, were staged in Horace Batchelor's spiritual home
of Keynsham.
Writer Kevin Cattell said: "We had such warmth and good
feeling when we previewed Horace  at the Pomegranate
restaurant last year, we thought it only right to bring the actual
theatrical performance back to Keynsham.
"I was delighted that so many people spoke to me either at the
Pomegranate or the Tobacco Factory about their memories of
Horace. I was also surprised that so many people had personal
experiences of the man, which I then fed back into the script."
Roland Oliver will once again star as Horace. The production
will be staged at The Fear Hall and after the performance there will be a question-and-answer session about the production,

giving the audience an opportunity to talk to Roland, Kevin, and
director Ed Viney. 
An Audience With Horace Batchelor will be performed at the
Fear Hall on Saturday 12th April at 7.30pm. Tickets are £10 and
available from The Week In office, by calling 0117 986 0381 or
emailing admin@theweekin.co.uk
For more information visit www.bluebrookproductions.co.uk

The Week In on line
Keep up to date with local news as it happens at

www.theweekin.co.uk
Follow us @theweekineditor

Roland Oliver as Horace
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Eight crews from the Red Cross at Warmley have been on
standby to step up help for flood-hit communities in Somerset.
They are used to helping in disasters across the world but in
recent days the depot in Tower Road North has been deployed
closer to home – sending its all-terrain Unimog vehicle, which is
able to get through the deep floodwaters, to deal with the
worsening crisis in Somerset.

The conditions in the county are grim, as septic tanks have been
flooded and reports of dead animals floating around.
Colleen Cleevely, local operations director for the British Red
Cross, said: “It is very similar to what the teams experience
when they go to an international disaster sometimes.
“Here in Warmley we have got the emergency response units
and one very essential item of kit that we have been able to
deploy is the Unimog. It’s able to get through much higher levels
of water than a normal 4x4 so although we have provided 4x4
Land Rovers as well, we are now in a situation where it’s only
the Unimog that is operational down there.”
Eight crews have been on standby to take fire and emergency
support vehicles down to Somerset if required.
Meanwhile the horse and rider store Tadworths in Warmley is
collecting blankets, towels, clothes, animal feed, straw and hay
to help in flooded Somerset. 
And Stanton Drew based Kelston Sparkes, the plant hire and
earthmoving company, has been giving practical help on the
Somerset levels.

Keynsham Lions Club members will be out on the High Street
this Saturday (15th February) collecting on behalf of
communities devastated by the Somerset floods.
It's usually a disaster on the other side of the world which
mobilises the Lions Club and the local population has always
responded with extraordinary generosity. This time, money
raised will be going to help ease problems much closer to home.
Lions spokesman Alan Hale told us: "As with all Lions
collections or fundraising activities every penny is spent on the
reason for the collection, there is no administrative charge
applied to it because the cost of running Lions worldwide is
borne by the membership with their subscriptions."
The Lions on the ground in Somerset will be able to identify
needs in the numerous small communities where it will take time
to return to normal and be able to step in and help with the
smaller needs of those people who may have lost much of their
homely goods where the lower parts of the house have suffered
extensive damage and where insurance might have been an
issue from earlier floods.

The footbridge over the river at the abbey side of Keynsham
Memorial Park remains closed.
Bath & North East Somerset Council says this is a precautionary
measure following evidence of erosion to the foundations of the
bridge. 
Further inspections of the foundations will be made once the
current high river level drops to allow access by council
engineers. 
Barriers have been placed to prevent access to the bridge.

Warmley 

Red Cross helping
out in flood-hit
communities

Lions collecting
for Somerset
flood victims

Keynsham 

Bridge remains closed
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MOTORING - ON THE ROAD WITH OLLIE

In 10 years' time, either we'll either be driving around in our hybrid
vehicles at 20mph and wondering how an earth we put up with
those excessive speeds before - or we will have fleeting memories
of a ridiculous, failed regime imposed on us by a bunch of tree
huggers.
The apparent blanket imposition of 20mph speed limits in our
residential streets has had a marked impact on the Letters pages,
not just of The Week In but other local papers and radio stations.
Like many other drivers I suspect, my biggest problem has been
having to remind myself that some perfectly straight, wide roads in
the area are now restricted.  At the same time, driving in and out of
the centre of Bristol, there are roads on which I would dearly love to
be able to travel at 20mph but have to make do with a first gear
crawl. 
It's not just 20mph limits either; many roads, such as the A4175 from
Keynsham to Warmley, have had sections reduced from 40mph to
30mph or 60mph to 40mph. That's already had a significant effect
of the Willsbridge to Keynsham road - even before Taylor Wimpey
install their traffic light junctions at Somerdale (which B&NES
highways officers tell us will increase our journey time by a mere two
minutes!)
Let's be clear - speed kills. Survival rates are greatly improved in
impacts at 20mph than 30mph. The Week In has carried 
numerous traffic stories over the years from around St Keyna 

20mph - the jury's still out
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D WITH OLLIE

School in Keynsham or
Parkwall Road in Cadbury
Heath where excessive speed
has been the issue. Who
knows, maybe the brain-dead
motorists who accelerate up
Charlton Road from the
junction with Keynsham High
Street, may find that driving at 20mph, they will notice the mini-
roundabout 50m further on at Ashton Way and that it is usual to give
way to traffic on a roundabout. 
But if safety was the only issue for reducing speed limits, why
impose an almost blanket approach to all but arterial roads
throughout Bristol and Bath? The other reason, of course, is the
environment. It's behind many regulations imposed on us by local
councils, from rubbish collection to switching the street lights off (but
leaving the traffic lights on!) at night. I'm not against that either and
I genuinely believe we have to take some painful decisions now if
we are to pass on anything worth having  the generations which
follow us.
Whether driving around the town in third gear when today's cars are
designed to be most economical at low revs will help achieve that
aim, I will have to wait a few years before forming a definitive view.
In the meantime, I look forward to reading about the first cyclist to
be caught on a speed check for exceeding the 20mph limit. 

s still out
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Situations Vacant

St George 

Why are we being
kept in the dark?

Keynsham 

The Ammonite
Press closes
Keynsham author Michael Fitter has officially retired
from penning books about the town's history.
His books span the last 2,000 years and he published them
himself as the Ammonite Press.
His first book, Keynsham in Grandfather's Day, was published in
1992, followed two years later by The War over Keynsham.
Medieval Keynsham followed in 2006, Durley Hill in 2008, with
Tudor and Stuart Keynsham the same year and finally Old
Keynsham in Stone, which was published in 2012.
Mr Fitter, who is nearly 86, said: "I would like to express my
deep debt to the so helpful people of Keynsham who invited me
into their homes, spoke to and even wrote articles for me."

He also thanked his printer
John Roost and his team at 4
Word in Bristol.
Mr Fitter added:  "I feel it is
time for a younger person to
take over at this major turning
point in the recording of 2,000
years of the history of
Keynsham."
He has just a few copies left of
his most recent book. Contact
Mr Fitter on 0117 986 4035 or
write to him at 6 Avon Road,
Keynsham.

Campaigners fighting controversial one-way plans
for Crews Hole are frustrated at being kept in the
dark.
The St George Neighbourhood Action Group (formerly Save
Crews Hole Access Road) submitted a Freedom of Information
Act request to Bristol City Council before Christmas to find out
more about the funding and conditions of the project but say
they have not heard anything - despite the council’s obligation to
respond within 20 working days.
The group recently discovered that even though the St George
Neighbourhood Partnership, on which four councillors sit, had
rejected the one-way restrictions proposed for Crews Hole
Road, it was actually not in the hands of the Partnership to make
the final decision as the scheme will not be funded by money
under its control.
The action group have now written to Mayor George Ferguson.
Member Freja Shamanka said: “We have used the democratic
processes which have been made available to us; the
Neighbourhood Partnership and a Freedom of Information
request which has not yet been honoured and believe this will
only be resolved through direct discussion with the ultimate
decision maker, the Mayor.“
The campaigners need 3,500 signatures on their petition to
trigger a council debate. So far there are just over 2,000 names
online and a further 1,000 on paper.
See the petition at http://tinyurl.com/q238j7b

Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is an effective and low cost option.
Call Tracy or Jodie on 0117 986 0381.  Deadline for Situations
Vacant advert bookings is
4.00pm on the FRIDAY
preceding publication.

Michael Fitter



The Week in • Thursday 13th February 2014 17

Kingswood’s Tory MP Chris Skidmore and Labour’s
Jo McCarron, who hopes to oust him at next year’s
General Election, went head to head to debate the
deepening Somerset flooding crisis on the Sunday
Politics West show.
Ms McCarron said:  “I think people feel the reaction’s been very,
very slow from the Government. It is good that there is now

action being taken and it is
good that the Government are
now looking at reinstating the
funding which they actually
cut. In a sense, that’s an
admission of failure.”
Mr Skidmore denied the
suggestion by interviewer
David Garmston that the
Government had been caught
on the back foot and had not
got a grip on the situation on
the Somerset Levels. He
praised the work of MPs of all

parties in making sure Somerset’s voice was heard.
He said: “We’ve put in £30m since December, another £100m
for the rest of this year. We’ve put in more money - £3.1bn in the
course of this Parliament – than in the last Parliament under
Labour, which was £2.7bn.
“I think this is a longer term problem. Rivers have not been
dredged since 1995 and I think we’ve got to hold our hands up,
whether it’s Conservative, whether it’s Labour, whether it’s
Liberal Democrats, we’ve got to
double our efforts and focus on
the countryside.”
He said the role of the
Environment Agency was an
issue and it was important to
make sure they prioritised what
was needed in the local area.
“For too long it’s been an
organisation concerned with
conservation, rather than
flooding.” He said that on the
issue of dredging, it was “about
time they pulled their finger out”.

Musicians from the RAF band which played at the Royal
Wedding, Diamond Jubilee and London 2012 Olympics have
performed in Keynsham with pupils from Bath & North East
Somerset Council’s Music Service.
The Brass Ensemble of the Central Band of the Royal Air Force

visited Wellsway School, on Monday 3th February to lead a
music workshop,  rehearsing with 15 pupils in the morning for an
afternoon performance in front of the whole school.
The performance was a homecoming for one of the RAF
musicians – bass trombonist Jonathan (Josh) Hayward – a
former pupil of Longvernal Primary School and Somervale
Secondary School, who had trombone lessons from the age of
eight through Bath & North East Somerset Council’s Music
Service.

Kingwood rivals
discuss flooding
on politics show

Keynsham 

School musicians hit a
high note performing with
prestigious RAF band

Jo McCarron

Chris Skidmore

The Week In on line
Keep up to date with local news as it happens at

www.theweekin.co.uk
Follow us @theweekineditor
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Tribute to ‘true
community spirit’
One of the original members of Downend & Bromley Heath
Parish Council, John Laurie, has died. He was 83. 
The chairman of the parish council, Cllr Graeme Riley, paid
tribute to Mr Laurie, calling him a “committed community
worker”, who with his late wife had worked selflessly for the
people and community of Bromley Heath.
He said: “John was a quiet, industrious and committed person
working for the good of our community. John was one of the key
players in laying down the foundations for Downend & Bromley
Heath Parish Council, which underpin our current philosophy
and practices. He was a true community spirit.
“His record on successful community initiatives is well recorded
and will be celebrated widely. I am happy to say that we
recognised his work for the community by making him a 'Parish
Champion' in 2011.“
Mr Laurie was involved in the original Bromley Heath community
festival, which was a springboard for Heathfest. At last year’s
Heathfest, the John Laurie Award was launched as a tribute to
the man who worked tirelessly for the community for many
years.

Longwell Green 

New coffee shop opens at
Longwell Green Leisure Centre
A coffee shop opened last week at Longwell Green
Leisure Centre – and plans to extend the centre and
include a restaurant as part of a redevelopment are
on the cards.
The ‘pod’ is run by the Cheltenham-based SOHO Coffee Co
and is in the reception area. It sells coffees, teas, hot chocolate
and cakes.
SOHO Coffee Co, which also has outlets at Cribbs Causeway
and Cabot Circus and at airports and motorway services, last
year moved into the leisure centre and healthcare sectors. 
There is already an outlet at Bradley Stoke Leisure Centre,
which like Longwell Green Leisure Centre is part of the not-for-
profit social enterprise Circadian Trust, which runs the Active
leisure centres in South Gloucestershire.
Circadian Trust’s marketing manager Erica Cross said they had
decided to link up with SOHO because of its shared ethics.
SOHO uses Fairtrade coffee and food is carefully sourced from
suppliers - local where possible.
Ben Beasley, director of commercial development for Circadian
Trust, said: “We are delighted by the reception Bradley Stoke
SOHO has received and are hoping that the residents of

Longwell Green will enjoy the new pod.
“As a registered charity our commercial activities are key in
generating surplus which is then re-invested for public benefit.”
SOHO Coffee Co director Penny Manuel said: “We are
delighted to be further developing our partnership with
Circadian Trust. The pod format is a first for us and has been
specially developed for the customers at Longwell Green to
enable provision of drinks and food in the small area available.”
Erica Cross also said that Circadian hoped to lodge plans in the
near future with South Gloucestershire Council to extend
Longwell Green Leisure Centre, creating a bigger gym and a
studio, as well as adding a restaurant.
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Hanham 

Controversial plans sent back to
the drawing board
Plans to reconstruct part of the
River Avon towpath from the Lock
& Weir pub and create a zig-zag
ramp up to the Avon Ring Road
cycle track high above have been
sent back to the drawing board.
South Gloucestershire councillors
recently inspected the site after Hanham
councillor John Goddard voiced several
concerns about this section of the
Keynsham Greenways project, a new
riverside route from Bristol to Bath via
Keynsham that is promoted by the
cycling charity Sustrans.
After the site visit, the application was
withdrawn and council officers said the
issues raised would be investigated
further before they resubmitted the
plans.
The site lies partly within the Hanham
Conservation Area, partly within a site of
national Nature Conservation Interest

and within the Bristol/Bath
Green Belt. The area through
which the path runs is very
high in ecologicial Interest and
the proposed link would also
pass through a Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI).
A report presented to
councillors said all the land
was owned by the authority and the
towpath was a popular route but some
sections were in a dreadful state and
almost impassable for long periods of
the year.
But Cllr Goddard said there was also
some doubt about the ownership of
land.
He said the proposed metalled surface
of the link was completely out of
character with the area and that the
gradients would not allow wheelchair
access to be practical.

Concerns were raised with the council
that the proposed Tarmac surface of the
reconstructed path was unsuitable for
walkers and horse riders.
Cllr Goddard said there had been a
failure to consider the potential loss of
archaeological evidence, with both the
Bristol Industrial Archaeological Society
and South Gloucestershire Mines
Research Group calling for full
archaeological assessments before
permission was granted as they felt
there was potential for finds from the
Bronze Age to post-medieval. 



The Week in • Thursday 13th February 2014 21

Planning Applications  

Flood risk to proposed Green Belt development 
Plans to build new homes in the Green Belt on the edge of
Keynsham have been thrown out.
Matthews Roofing Ltd, now based at the Tower Road Business
Park in Warmley, wanted to develop its old site on the
Keynsham Road, knocking down four workshops and
converting a storage building into two homes, as well as
building two detached properties.
But South Gloucestershire Council turned down the scheme,
saying the applicant had not provided any very special

circumstances to outweigh the harm to the Green Belt. 
Council officers also said that the site was in Flood Zones 2 and
3 and the proposed development was considered vulnerable to
flooding.
They added that no justification for the loss of the business
premises or marketing information had been submitted to
demonstrate that there was no demand for a business or
economic use on the site.
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Building Services

Building Services Building Services

Directory & What’s On

Car Services

G D MEEK
Your local builder
Structural alterations
Property maintenance
Partitions
Carpentry
Insurance work
Garden walls

T: 0117 932 5706
M: 07770 303807

Alternative Health

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Appliance Repairs

DEADLINE FOR PLACING DIRECTORY ADVERTS 
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Blinds

Architectural
Drawings
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Directory & What’s On
Car Services

Carpentry

Dance Lessons

Carpet Cleaning

Computers / IT

Computers / ITCatering

Driveways

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym. T:
0117 986 1000.

Electrical

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Carers
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Garden ServicesGarden Services

Directory & What’s On

Home Help

R J SHORT.  Washing,
ironing and house cleaning
services. T: 07970 400801

Furniture Makers

Hair & Beauty

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Electrical Electrical

Events

Book a series of
adverts and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat for one week.

Look how much better value it
becomes for a longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50
8 weeks - £13.00
12 weeks - £12.00
26 weeks - £11.00
52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK
All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along as
all your dates are confirmed

with the order.

Similar discounts also apply to
our larger 7cm boxes.
Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks
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Directory & What’s On
Joinery

Logs

Painting
& Decorating

Painting
& Decorating

Pest Control

Pawn Brokers

Pallets

J Hodge 
Painting & Decorating 

Services     
Est 1968

Interior & Exterior work
Domestic & Commercial
Work - No job too small

FREE ETIMATES
Within 25 miles of Bristol
Telephone Stockwood

01275 835689
Mobile - 07889778242

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com

Mobility
Services

Locksmiths

Plumbers

Plastering

Physiotherapy
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Directory & What’s On

Taxis

Stair Repairs

Roofing

Podiatry

Plumbers Sewing Lessons

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

PlumbersBook a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks
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Directory & What’s On
Waste DisposalWaste Disposal

TV & Aerials

Therapies

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

Window Cleaners

MP sets up petition for new school at the Grange
Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore has set up a petition
of local residents calling on the Department for
Education to help fund a new studio school on the
site of the Grange School. 
The idea has been backed by the entire senior leadership team
of teachers at the Grange School, who have written a letter of

support to South Gloucestershire
Council.
Last month councillors voted to go
ahead with consulting on the
closure of the troubled secondary
school, which has about 100
members of staff, and also agreed
to pursue funding for a new studio
school, catering for 14- to 19-
year-olds and combining
academic studies and work-based
training, on the site.
Mr Skidmore, who was hoping to
bring up the bid in Parliament this
week, said: “As the local MP, I will
be leading the campaign for a

studio school, to provide first-rate facilities for young people in
our area. 
“Already we have been successful in securing 800 new primary

school placements in the Kingswood area, including funds for a
new primary school, and I want to make sure that we can match
this continued investment in secondary school provision with a
studio school at the Grange site.”
Studio schools are designed for 14-19 year olds of all abilities.
They are schools for around 400 students; and with year-round
opening and a 9-5 working day, they feel more like a workplace
than a school. 
The petition is at http://chrisskidmore.com/grangeschool/
Other new studio schools in the area include Bristol Technology
and Engineering Academy which opened in Stoke Gifford in
September for 460 pupils, and the Bath Studio School. 

Wellsway School
A studio school is also planned for Keynsham. Wellsway
School, which already has some 1,350 students, last month
gained approval from the Secretary of State for Education to
open a studio school for up to 300 pupils on its campus in
Chandag Road.
Headteacher Andrea Arlidge stressed it was early days and that
planning permission had not yet been sought for the new
school. However, it is hoped that it will open in 2015 and offer
places to up to 300 students from across the region who want
to specialise in science, technology, engineering and
mathematics. 

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Uniforms

K R T Tyres
Part worn tyres

13” – 19”
Fitted and
balanced

07770 222 611
0117 986 0868
Brookleaze, Keynsham

BS31 2AL

Tyres



28 The Week in •  Thursday 13th February 2014

Fishponds 

Discover Islam

New campaign
targets dog
owners

HorseWorld helps teenage
boy turn his life around
A 16-year-old boy is proof that by bringing horses together with
vulnerable young people, lives can really be changed.
Josh joined the Discovery educational programme at
HorseWorld in Whitchurch due to his troubled behaviour at
school. He was brought to join Discovery by the Lansdown Park
Pupil Referral Unit at Stockwood.
The Discovery programme brings rescued horses together with
young people who may be outside mainstream schooling due to
learning disabilities or behavioural difficulties, or who are at risk
of under-achieving, in tailored educational programmes. The
horse is an ideal tool for the promotion of emotional growth and
learning in young people with special educational needs.
Whilst taking part in the Discovery programme Josh grew in
confidence. He became a leader towards the younger students
and was considered a good role model. He learnt how to cope
with his emotions which has made his life a lot more settled at
home. 
Josh’s horsemanship skills developed an the programme also
helped Josh academically as before Discovery he had poor
reading abilities and little interest in education. As part of the
Discovery course students have to undertake certain reading
and written tasks which allow them to improve these skills
without always being in a classroom environment.
With the vital support from the rescued horses and Discovery
course leader Sharon Howell, Josh left with a new dream of
becoming a vet or an RSPCA inspector after witnessing the
horrors of neglect and mistreated animals that arrive at
HorseWorld. He has enrolled to college to do maths, English
and animal care and is doing well.

Josh with one of the rescued ponies

Dog owners in South Gloucestershire are being reminded to
dispose of waste responsibly as part of a new campaign
launching this month.
The 'Bag It and Bin It’ message aims to remind dog owners that
they can dispose of dog waste both in their black household
waste bins as well as in any available litter bin – and that waste
should never be left behind.
Dog waste can carry diseases including toxocariasis, which can
lead to serious illness, including blindness.
As part of the campaign ‘dual use’ plaques will soon be placed
on South Gloucestershire litter bins to remind dog owners that
all litter bins can be used for dog waste. 
Posters have been placed in local parks to highlight the
message that litter bins and black bins can be used for dog
waste.
Anybody walking a dog – whether it is theirs or not – is legally
required to clean up after them and failure to do so can lead to
a fixed penalty notice and possible prosecution.

Everyone is welcome to find out more about Islam at the Qur’an
at Abingdon Road in Fishponds this weekend.
The doors open at 1pm on both Saturday and Sunday.  As well
as tour of the mosque, there will be a ‘Demystifying Islam’ talk
by Rizwan Ahmed, a Muslim chaplain at the University of Bristol
and a cultural awareness officer at the Bristol Muslim Cultural
Society. 
The talk will begin at 1.30pm on both days and will be followed
by a ‘no questions taboo’ Q&A session.
There will also be food from around the world on offer and free
copies of the Qur’an will be given out.
The open days are free and are being run as part of the Diverse
Doors Bristol 2014 programme. For more information call 0117
952 1802.
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Frenchay 

Volunteer Alan is a
Diamond Champion

Downend’s Jenny
Jones becomes first
Brit to win an Olympic
medal on snow
Snowboarder Jenny Jones, who was brought up in Downend,
made history on Sunday by becoming the first Briton ever to win
an Olympic medal for a snow event.
She took bronze in
Slopestyle at the Winter
Olympics in Sochi. In the
first time the event has
been held at the Games,
the 33-year-old former
student of The Ridings at
Winterbourne and Filton
College took third place.
The Mayor of Bristol George Ferguson has suggested throwing
a special homecoming event for the bronze medallist. And Cllr
Ian Boulton, chairman of South Gloucestershire Council also
sent her good wishes, tweeting: “Congratulations to Downend
girl @jennyjonessnow from all of us in South Glos.”
Jenny, who now lives in Backwell, has won many big air and
slopestyle competitions including three X-Games gold medals in
a row between 2009 and 2010. 

A charity volunteer from Frenchay has been recognised at a
national award ceremony hosted by the Duchess of Cornwall
and TV personality  Philip Schofield.
Alan Alford, 74, from Frenchay, has been named a ‘Diamond
Champion’ by the Royal Voluntary Service which celebrates the
work of older volunteers in the UK.

Alan, who has been volunteering for various Bristol causes since
2001, was honoured at a ceremony in London’s Lancaster Hotel,
where he was presented with a specially designed pin and a
certificate. 
The awards were presented by the Duchess of Cornwall, who is
president of the organisation, and Philip Schofield, who acts as an
ambassador.
A volunteer for St Peter’s Hospice, Frenchay Hospital and Contact
the Elderly, Alan was recognised for always going the extra mile
and greeting patients with friendly banter and a smile.
Alan said:  “I began volunteering at St Peter’s Hospice in 2001
after my mum passed away. She was cared for by the charity
through the Hospice at Home scheme and would say that the
nurses were all angels. 
“The care she received was just wonderful so when she passed
away I wanted to do anything I could to give back. I first
volunteered at the Day Hospice but now I spend my time as a
volunteer driver.
“I really enjoy helping people. It really is a tremendous feeling.”
Twelve volunteers were selected to attend the special ceremony in
London and have been described as ‘hidden gems in the
community’. 
Alan continued: “I sold my security business at the age of 57 and
always felt too young and active to be retired. Volunteering keeps
me busy and it is so satisfying to be able to help people.
“It’s often the little things that people appreciate the most; one time
at Frenchay Hospital I helped a lady top up her phone card so she
could contact her family, she was so overcome with emotion she
cried and couldn’t thank me enough. People are frightened when
faced with hospitals and hospices so just being there to chat to is
enough sometimes."
To find out more about volunteering at St Peter’s Hospice visit
www.stpetershospice.co.uk

The children arriving at Gatwick last year
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Crossword Solution
C H B E I N N P
L E E W A R D C H O L E R A
I C S I E R B R
P O T H E R B S A T S U M A
O I L H H L L
N E C K P I E C E K O O K Y

I L O U S
B O W K N O T F O R E S E E
U E A U E
R E L I C E U C H A R I S T
N L O S A M O
T A N G L E D L O N G B O W
O I A A M I I H
U N G O D L Y L E G I B L E
T H A S Y H E E

During February half term, Wansdyke Play Association will be
running free family play sessions in the district, including one in
Keynsham.
The 'Build a Community' theme will encourage those taking part
to create a model of their local community using cardboard,
scrap parts, drawing and other materials.
The Keynsham one will be on Tuesday 18th  February from
10am to noon at Downfields Park.
For more information call 01761 568 242 or visit wpa-play.com 

People are being consulted on proposed waiting restrictions in the
Alma Road and Holly Hill Road area of Kingswood.
South Gloucestershire Council wants to deter all-day commuter
parking, particularly where this causes safety or access issues,
whilst minimising the impact of any waiting restrictions on local
residents.
It is proposed to introduce no waiting at any time restrictions
(double yellow lines) and no waiting at specific times (single yellow
lines) to cover junctions and areas where traffic parking can
reduce visibility and impact safety.
The council is also planning to introduce areas of limited parking
to discourage all-day parking from commuters who work at nearby
offices and surgeries.
The consultation deadline is 28th February. Find out more on the
council’s website at www.southglos.gov.uk/consultation.

Kingswood

Crackdown on all-day
commuter parking

Have your say on the future
of Grimsbury Farm

Family play session

The volunteers who run Kingswood’s community
farm are asking people what they would like to see
there in the future as they work out ways of
safeguarding it.
The Friends of Grimsbury Farm work in partnership with South
Gloucestershire Council to make decisions on the future of
Grimsbury Farm and have a meeting coming up soon.
Pete Davies, chairman of the Friends, said: “I wouldn't go so far
as to say that we are overly worried about the farm as the
changes that have been made over the last few years have
made it very popular with our visitors and the council generally
consider it to be a good attraction.
“The budget has not been cut yet and there is no definite
indication at the moment that it will be, but we must be realistic
and consider that it might happen when other areas are being
cut back. 
“What we must do is to continue to make the farm so successful
that everyone wants it to continue, including the council. One
way we can do that is to increase the money raised by
ourselves so that we can help fund future improvements.

“Basically we are looking at the planning for the farm over the
next five years. We did the same five years ago and have
achieved most of what we set out to do and now we need to
repeat the exercise looking forward to the next five-year period.
“We would like to hear what people would like to see at the farm
in the future, particularly things that will bring income to the
farm. Any ideas can be emailed to me and I can put them
forward at the meeting.”
Contact Mr Davies at chairman@fogf.co.uk
Until 1991 Grimsbury Farm stood about 2km to the north-west,
on the route of the planned Avon Ring Road. It was a listed
building, so rather than demolish it the council moved it to its
present site and rebuilt it.
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Sudoku Solutions
2 9 8 7 6 5 3 1 4
4 7 5 1 3 2 8 6 9
1 6 3 9 4 8 7 5 2
6 8 4 3 7 9 1 2 5
5 2 1 6 8 4 9 7 3
9 3 7 2 5 1 4 8 6
8 5 9 4 2 7 6 3 1
7 1 6 5 9 3 2 4 8
3 4 2 8 1 6 5 9 7

5 6 3 9 7 8 2 1 4
4 8 7 2 1 5 9 6 3
9 1 2 4 3 6 8 7 5
3 7 8 6 4 2 1 5 9
6 5 4 1 8 9 3 2 7
1 2 9 3 5 7 6 4 8
8 9 1 5 6 4 7 3 2
2 3 5 7 9 1 4 8 6
7 4 6 8 2 3 5 9 1

2 -Hard1-Easy

Taekwondo   

Medal success for Dean

Rugby   

Sign up to support
Keynsham Rugby Club

Last Tuesday night saw high-flying Shepton Mallet leave the AJN
Stadium with all three points after a convincing 4-1 victory.
Conditions were atrocious, with the gale-force wind blowing rain into
the stand housing the 48 hardy souls who braved the elements. 
Shepton scored the game’s first goal on 24 minutes. A corner was
whipped in from the right and the Ks centre-half Ben Stiff misread
the wind and headed the ball into his own goal. Ten minutes later
the away side struck again after a stray pass in midfield led to a
through ball being expertly converted past the stranded Matt Dunk
in the Keynsham goal.
However, the Ks battled hard and their efforts were rewarded five
minutes before the break. Chris Lewis, returning to the starting line-
up, got the faintest of touches in the six-yard box to another
excellent Sam Roberts' free kick, diverting it away from the keeper
and into the back of the net to restore some hope at half-time. 
The second half was dominated by Shepton though and they
restored their two-goal lead on 56 minutes. A low ball from the right
caused havoc in the Ks' defence and the ball was deflected in for
another own goal. Roberts came close again when another free kick
brought a fine save by the visiting keeper in the 63rd minute.
However, Shepton still had the better of the chances and hit the
woodwork on 75 minutes, only for the ball to bounce across goal
and away. Then on 88 minutes, the game was finally made safe
when Matt Dunk was beaten by a fine finish from a long through
ball.
The Ks had a day off last Saturday and are next in action away to
Cheddar on Saturday 15th February (kick-off 3pm).

12 year-old Dean Turner of the Elite Chung Do Kwan Black Belt
Academy in Page Park, Staple Hill, has just returned from
Germany with a Bronze medal after competing in the World
Children's Taekwondo Union Championships over two days.

The Downend school pupil was part of a seven strong squad
representing Taekwondo England. 

Football 
Defeat for Keynsham Town FC

Success for Keynsham
Mencap FC at Street
After a break of 2 months over the Christmas period, Keynsham
Mencap returned to action in the South West Disability League at
the start of the month.. Only three teams were able to take part at
the tournament in Street - Foxes Academy were forced to withdraw
when one of their players collapsed during the warm up. Despite
being taken to hospital by ambulance, it is understood he made a
full recovery.
Keynsham continued their progress and put in a much improved
performance on the previous occasion, beating Able to Achieve 3-1
and Park Knowle 3-2.  The match against FC16 10 finished in a 1-
1 draw. Keynsham's squad was : Barry Hollyman, Dean Cole, Ivan
Stephens, Jethro Payne, Jordan Phillips, Phil Blouet, Mike Bawdon,
Richard Yendle and Steve Owens.

Despite only being able to play one match at the Crown Field
since 15th December, Keynsham Rugby Club is still doing well
in the Tribute Western Counties League  (North). With 16 games
played of the scheduled 26 for the season the first team lie fifth
with games in hand only five points behind fourth placed Barton
Hill. Having played 17 from 26 the seconds are just on place
from the bottom with a long gap to make up if they are to avoid
relegation from Somerset Premier.  The thirds and fourths are
safely positioned mid table in Somerset divisions 2 & 3
respectively.
The lack of activity on the home ground at Crown Field has had
an understandable impact on the club's income however and so
they are looking to sign up new members for the “Dennis
Cockbaine Club” which is a lottery type fundraiser.  Costing £50
per year (payable in instalments if necessary) it offers members
a chance every month to win either £50 or £100 and a 13th Big
Draw for a minimum of £1000. 50% of the income goes in prize
money, so it’s good value. Anyone interested in supporting the
club this way can ring 07814703934 or contact Club President
John Hibbitt (01179 863470) or Pete Gibson (07811 679824).
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