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Concerns over back tracking on
one-way traffic schemes
Campaigners are reeling after
learning that a decision not to press
ahead with a controversial one-way
scheme for Crews Hole Road may be
overturned.
A decision was made at the 10th December
meeting of the St George Neighbourhood
Partnership, on which four councillors sit,
that one-way restrictions proposed for
Conham Road and Crews Hole Road would
be omitted and further options considered,
while an experimental traffic scheme would
go ahead to include a one-way restriction
on parts of Beaufort Road.

But the council is saying that although the
one-way proposals for Conham Road and
Crews Hole Road are not being progressed
at this time, these proposals have not been
scrapped altogether. The road forms part of
a wider network of routes associated with
the Enterprise Zone and a recreational
route in Bristol that requires improvements,
and the city council says it is considering all
possible options.
Any feasible options, along with the
deferred existing one-way proposal, will be
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presented
to
the
Neighbourhood
Partnership’s traffic and transport sub-group
for comments in due course. But any
revised scheme will not be funded by
money under the control of the
Neighbourhood Partnership - so it will not
be making the final decision.
The money devolved to the Neighbourhood
Partnership is now to be spent on the
experimental scheme for Beaufort Road
and in providing traffic calming measures
aimed at reducing accidents in the vicinity of
Butlers Close/Crews Hole Road. This will
also help pedestrians crossing Crews Hole
Road on route to the local nursery. Both
Crews Hole Road and Beaufort Road are
likely to become 20mph roads.
Meanwhile the latest draft proposals for
Crews Hole traffic calming and a partial
one-way scheme for Beaufort Road went on
display at St George Library at the
weekend.

The Beaufort Road scheme has been
revised, with no access proposed from The
Avenue onto Beaufort Road. Objectors say
the scheme, which involves one-way plugs

Campaigners Phyllis and Vernon McVeigh

in Beaufort Road at various points, will force
people to use the already heavily congested
Church Road and Troopers Hill.

They say it will not solve any of the
problems that have been raised by
residents but will cause “unacceptable
additional
problems
of
increased
congestion and pollution in the area and
serious access issues for many people.
Campaigners, who have already stated that
they have absolutely no faith in the council’s
democratic process, are now planning to
write to Mayor George Ferguson with their
concerns.
There will be a meeting of the St George
Neighbourhood Forum on Tuesday 11th
February at 7pm at the Beehive Centre in
Stretford Road.
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Keynsham officially revealed
as site of new fire service HQ
Avon Fire & Rescue Service
officially announced on Friday that
its new headquarters will be in
Keynsham and that the town’s fire
station is to close, confirming
speculation that this was the case
(Issue 303, 16th January).

The current fire HQ offices at Temple
Back in Bristol are in need of £7million of
repairs so the plan is for a new, smaller
headquarters in Keynsham, understood
to be on the site of the current fire
station.
AF&RS’s action plan will see Keynsham
and Brislington fire stations close and
resources amalgamated at a new
strategically located fire station on the
Avon Ring Road.

Speedwell Fire Station will also close
and amalgamate resources at a newly
refurbished Kingswood Fire Station.
Temple Fire Station in Bristol will be
redeveloped, while Southmead and
Patchway fire stations will also close,

with resources amalgamated at a new
fire station in the area of the former
Filton Airfield.

Kevin Pearson, AF&RS Chief Fire
Officer, said: “Many of the fire stations
we operate were inherited from four
county fire brigades. As a result of
developments in road networks over the
last 40 years, station locations are not
where we would chose to put them
today. This is an opportunity to place our
resources at sites that reflect modern
requirements.

“We are taking a phased approach to
the work over the next five years. In the
short term, improvement works will
begin at Kingswood Fire Station and we
are actively engaged in plans to move
our headquarters to Keynsham.”

The chair of Avon Fire Authority, Kings
Chase councillor Terry Walker, said: “It’s
no secret that public sector budgets are
being squeezed. Over the next few
years the money we receive from the
Government will continue to fall,
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meaning £4.5 million of further annual
savings will need to be found on top of
the £6.6 million of savings and
efficiencies we have already made since
2010. This means we have no
alternative but to look at other options to
deliver significant savings in the medium
and long term.

“When the first round of austerity
measures was announced, Avon Fire
Authority pledged to do everything it
could to ensure there were no
compulsory redundancies and that
frontline services are protected. Through
these plans I am pleased that we will be
able to meet this commitment.”
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Date set for station
consultation
Saltford

The date has been set for a public consultation on the possibility
of reopening Saltford railway station.

The drop-in event, which is open to all local residents, is taking
place on Tuesday 25th February from 4pm to 8pm in the Avon
Room of Saltford Hall.

The event is taking place following pressure from the village’s
two Conservative councillors for the council to hold a villagewide consultation on the idea of rebuilding and reopening the
station, which has been closed since 1970.

Keynsham

Man charged with six
offences after being
arrested by armed officers

Police, including armed officers, arrested a 43-year-old man in a
vehicle in Waveney Road, Keynsham last month. Mark
Gooding, of Waveney Road, was charged with six offences possession of a firearm with intent to cause fear of violence, two

Council transport officers will be at the event to answer
questions from residents about the proposals.

The Week in
charges of rape, assault by beating, threats to kill and failure to
comply with a firearms licence.

He was arrested in the early hours of 16th January and
appeared later that day before Bath magistrates when he was
remanded on conditional bail.
He is due to appear before Bristol Crown Court on Tuesday 11th
February.
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Patients concerned over
access to new health centre
Downend

Patients in Downend have raised
concerns about how they will get to
see their GP when Leap Valley
Surgery relocates to new premises
later this year.
Building work got under way recently on
a new £3.1million health centre in
Beaufort Road to serve 10,500 patients
in the area.

The surgery currently operates out of
cramped conditions in two 1950s semis
in Fouracre Road and the new 1,000sq
m development follows a 12-year search
for a suitable site as opportunities to
acquire land in this area have been few
and far between, with many sites
snapped up for housing.
The new two-storey centre being built by
Kitto, which also built Christchurch
Family Medical Centre in Downend and
West View Surgery in Keynsham, will be
home to seven GPs and 24 staff.

It will feature ten consulting
rooms, two treatment rooms
and a minor operations unit,
as well as an on-site
pharmacy, meeting and
training rooms and a car
park.

The medical centre will be let
to the GPs at the practice
upon completion of the
property
in
November.
Funding was agreed with
Primary Health Properties
plc, the UK’s leading investor in modern
primary healthcare facilities.

A spokesman for Leap Valley Surgery
said the new centre was less than a mile
on foot from the present surgery in
Fouracre Road.
“Some of our patients have expressed
concerns regarding getting to and from
our new surgery. We are exploring a
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number of options at the moment to help
those who might find it difficult.
“One option, already available to
residents in our area, is Kingswood
Community Transport (KCT). KCT
operate a doctors’ surgery shuttle
service as well as trips to Southmead,
Blackberry Hill, Bristol Royal Infirmary,
Cossham and Bristol Eye Hospital.”
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Warmley

Honouring the fallen

To mark the centenary of the start of the Great War, Warmley
Parish Council is planning to restore the war memorial that was
built with public subscription and honours the fallen of the two
world wars.

Railway manager
sets off on a
different track
Bitton

The Avon Valley Railway’s Development Manager, David Cole,
is leaving the charity to take his career in a different direction.
The 50-year-old, from Fishponds, first became involved with the
Bitton-based heritage railway over 30 years ago and during that
time has held a number of volunteer positions within the
organisation including marketing manager and director.
In 2001 David was appointed the AVR's first full-time
development manager and has held that post ever since.

The council wants to add the names of any local armed forces
personnel who have fallen in wars since then. Anyone with
information is asked to contact the parish clerk Ellen Kenny on
01454 202239 or by email at sistonpc@gmail.com
Chairman of the council Cllr John Hopes said restoration advice
had been sought and sources of funding were being
investigated.

Mr Cole, who will be joining the Ministry of Defence, said: "I’ve
always had an interest in railways and back in the early '80s was
introduced to the then Bitton Railway. At that time there was only
half a mile of track and our running days were limited to a couple
of dozen each year. Today we have been able to extend the line
to three miles and offer a wide variety of events on more than
100 days per year.
"It has been a privilege to be part of this process but the time is
now right for me to take on a new challenge. However, the
railway is in my blood and I will continue to be involved as a
volunteer."

David Cole
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Now Costa Coffee
appeals decision on
pavement tables
Keynsham

South West Coffee, franchisee for Costa, has lodged an appeal
against the latest refusal by B&NES Council to allow it to site two
tables and four chairs outside its High Street premises.
Last year the company was refused planning permission in July
and again in November. Prior to the first application being heard
by B&NES development control committee last summer, Costa
went ahead and placed three tables and six chairs on the
pavement, further antagonising residents and local councillors
who had objected to the proposals.

Despite the council planning officer recommending approval, both
applications were refused by the committee due to the proximity of
the zebra crossing and the fact that the area lies within the
Keynsham Air Quality Management Area. The company is
appealing those grounds and the Planning Inspectorate based in
Bristol will now judge the case.

New custody centre
will not be privatised
Keynsham

Custody services including the new centre being built in
Ashmead Road in Keynsham will continue to be run by staff
of Avon & Somerset Police following an extensive review.
Police & Crime Commissioner Sue Mountstevens examined an
in-house model run by police staff and an option to outsource
parts of police custody
to a private company.
The business cases
showed that if a private
company was to run
custody services within
Avon & Somerset, it
would be £599,000
more expensive over
four
years
than
remaining with a model run by police staff.

This summer three new custody centres will open - in
Keynsham, Patchway and Bridgwater - housing more cells in
centralised locations. This gave the Constabulary the
opportunity to reshape its custody services, including exploring
whether a private company could run parts of police custody
more cost effectively.

Eight custody facilities across Avon & Somerset will close when
the new centres open.

In both previous applications, Costa has maintained that the
tables, chairs and fabric screen would only protrude 90cm from
the shop front, leaving 4m of pavement width for pedestrians.
Ironically, during the period of time last summer when tables were
positioned on the pavement without planning permission, this
assertion was demonstrated to be unrealistic.
Comments made by members of the public during the original
planning application will be considered by the independent
planning inspector but if they wish to make further observations
they must do so by 27th February. The Planning Inspectorate
website is www.pins.psi.gov.uk and the appeal reference is
22211980.
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New nursery opens
Swineford

A Keynsham woman has opened a new nursery at Swineford.

Rebecca Lewis is the owner and manager of Leaping Lambs
Nursery on the Bath Road, which opened last month. The
building is a former school and was originally a chapel.

Ofsted registered, the nursery has the Zebra Room for 0- to twoyear-olds and the Monkey Room for two- to five-year-olds.

The outside space backs onto rolling hills. There is an allweather play area, a pets’ corner, including rabbits and
chickens, and an allotment for children to grow their own
produce and learn where food comes from.
There are still spaces available at the nursery, where opening
times are 7am to 6pm.

For more information email info@leapinglambsnursery.co.uk or
call 0117 932 2747.

Park and Ride
expansion

The much-needed expansion of Newbridge Park & Ride begins
this month.
Work will start on a new entrance into the car park extension.

Then in April work begins on a reconfigured junction with the
Newbridge Road incorporating traffic signals, and
improvements to turning movements.

In May work to the car park extension to increase the capacity
inside the site starts in earnest.

By October the project will be completed with nearly 250 extra
spaces taking capacity from 450 to 698 with a covered waiting
area, public toilets and cycle storage.

Cllr Paul Crossley (Lib-Dem, Southdown), leader of the council,
said: “We are moving as quickly as possible to expand
Newbridge Park & Ride well in time for Christmas 2014. As
everyone knows, space is currently extremely limited meaning
that people who cannot park then drive into the city centre. This
creates extra congestion as they search for a space in the city.
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"Along with the expansion of Lansdown and Odd Down Park &
Rides, the overall capacity of our facilities will have increased
from 1,990 spaces to 2,860 once Newbridge is finished.”
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Deep impact
The recent spate of bad weather is
set to make existing potholes even
worse - and create new ones. We find
out what our local councils are doing
about them

rainfall resulting in flooding on parts of
the network, the council faces a
challenging situation to ensure that
highways surfaces remain are as
smooth and pothole-free as possible.

Is Kenilworth Drive in Willsbridge the
most potholed road in our area?

“Local people have an important part to
play in tackling potholes and we value
their help. Reporting potholes to Council
Connect is the quickest, most effective
way of seeing action on the network.”

We were alerted by one reader to a
particularly bad stretch of this road
where we counted more than 40
potholes or sections where the surface
is crumbling away in just a few metres.

A South Gloucestershire Council
spokesman told us: “After the heavy
rainfall experienced in December and
January we have seen a rise in the
number of reports of potholes and
damaged surfaces, which is normal
following this type of weather.

Another contender for the title is Crews
Hole Road at St George, where deep
craters have opened up in the last few
weeks, due to the heavy rainfall and
flooding.

"We will not be deploying any extra
teams. Our StreetCare staff are geared
up to respond to the increase in demand
for urgent road repairs that the winter
months regularly bring. Our dedicated
pothole repair gangs are working hard to
repair the potholes quickly and
effectively to make sure South
Gloucestershire residents are kept safe
as they use the roads.”

Bath Road in Longwell Green is also a
rough ride, as is Spring Hill in
Kingswood.

In Keynsham, roads including Severn
Way and Park Road have potholes that
are growing bigger with every downfall.
However, many roads around the town
that were in a poor state last year
because of potholes, including Lays
Drive, Lyndhurst Road, Warwick Road,
Tenby Road and Manor Road, have
been repaired.

A Bristol City Council spokeswoman
said: “There has been a very slight rise
in the number of calls since the bad
weather. This year we adopted the
Highways Maintenance Efficiency
Programme (HMEP) pothole review

A Bath & North East Somerset Council
spokesman said: “Due to a combination
of freezing road temperatures (lowest of
-3.5 Celsius) and significant levels of
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Kenilworth Drive

guidelines, where we undertake
permanent repairs in the first instance.

“This is standard practice unless for
safety reasons we can only make a
temporary repair immediately and the
contractor will return to undertake a
permanent repair later when the traffic
flows allow.
The website potholes.co.uk offers
advice if your car's been damaged by a
pothole and you want to know how to
make a claim. It says they cause as
many as one in five mechanical failures
on UK roads and cost motorists an
estimated £370 million every year.
Do you know a road that’s worse than
the ones we’ve featured here? Send us
your pictures

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
Sunday 9th February

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)
Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)
Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)
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Letters

We will miss Pete

Dear Sir,
I was pleased to see the letter from D
Francis in 2nd January edition regarding
Pete Wilkins, formally the evening
manager at the Fry Club.
At a recent entertainment in the club,
many people signed a card wishing Pete
good luck and all the best for the future.
This reflected his popularity and how he
will be sorely missed.
A Chidley, Keynsham

Fire response delay fears

Dear Sir,
What's going on? Why are B&NES and
Keynsham town councillors allowing our
fire station to close after 100 years of
service to the town, before the new fire
station is built at Hicks Gate (Issue 303)?
Moving the fire appliance to the TA
Centre, behind locked security gates,
would make it difficult for the part-time
retained crews to get access, adding 10
minutes to turn-out times and putting our
lives in danger. The authorities in Bristol
have been trying to close our fire station
for years, take over control from B&NES
and give fire cover to the station at
Brislington. The next stage will be to
annex Keynsham and Saltford, expanding
down the Avon corridor towards Bath - i.e.
back to the 'County of Avon'.
A Coventry, Keynsham

Fracking 'folly'

Dear Sir,
So it's not just the Prime Minister who is
being somewhat cavalier with the safety
of people in Bristol and Bath, it seems
Jacob Rees-Mogg supports the idea of
hydraulic fracturing - or fracking.
Several areas of east Bristol, Somerset
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and Bath stand on top of old mine
workings and tunnels, not to mention the
underwater springs. If there was to be a
test drilling carried out at Hicks Gate, it
could potentially affect residents, not only
of Keynsham but Brislington, Kingswood,
Hengrove and much of south Bristol.
It is the height of folly to ignore caution in
the pursuit of profit. We don't as yet know
the extent of benefits which could be
derived from shale gas extraction, but in a
densely populated area such as ours (not
forgetting the World Heritage City of Bath)
is Mr Rees-Mogg really happy to put the
lives of so many at risk?
S Farthing, Hengrove

Is it time an engineering
expert took the helm?

Dear Stephen,
So we have Lord Smith as head of the
Environment Agency. An ex-Labour
Minister with a double first in English and
a Cambridge PhD on Wordsworth and
Coleridge charged with finding a solution
for the Somerset Levels' flooding disaster
and saving our beautiful World Heritage
City from joining Atlantis.
Before him we had mathematics teacher
Sir John Harman as the leading saviour of
our natural environment.
As we stare out at 20,000 acres of
Somerset farmland still under water after
more than a month, and reflect on the
close shave Bath had on Christmas Eve,
isn’t it reassuring to be told that it’s all due
to rainfall, plus having very high tides in
the River Severn pushing back our rivers
Parrett and Avon? Oh, and of course Lord
Smith reminded us all that a vast area of
the ‘levels’ are below sea level.
I’ll grant you that the EA lads and lasses at
the front end of the toil have worked their
socks off, and those manning the warning
systems have had many sleepless nights.
But would this all have been necessary if
a school teacher and an academic had

spent our money in defending us instead
of millions on bird sanctuaries, and
badger culls?
What’s the betting the Dutch have highly
skilled, experienced engineers in charge
of their flood defences?
Cllr Dave Laming
B&NES Council river champion

Money would be better
spent on resurfacing
pavements

Dear Editor,
As a Saltford resident for over 30 years, I
am still delighted to live in this lovely
place. We are so blessed to have many
amenities in Saltford, such beautiful
countryside around us and yet be close to
two interesting cities.
As I walk around Saltford and discover the
appalling state of many of our pavements
(the one outside of my house has not
been resurfaced in 30+ years) and some
of our roads, I find myself wondering why
money is being spent on signage for a
20mph speed limit throughout the village
when it could be better spent on
pavements
which
are
positively
dangerous for people to walk on.
I have asked family, friends, people I meet
in the street and on the bus what they
think, and I have yet to find a single
person who believes it to be a good idea
or best way to spend 'our' money.
The 20mph outside the school is a great
idea, as it is in the High Street!
Unfortunately many think the High Street
is a race track, so how many will drive at
20 elsewhere will be interesting to see. If
they do then our already high pollution
levels will rise even higher. Just because
this plan is being rolled out across Bristol
it doesn't mean it is therefore suitable
everywhere, especially here in Saltford
where accidents are very few.
Janet Ludwell
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Letters

Postcode puzzle

Dear Sir,
Re the letter 'Would you buy a house
here?' (The Week In - Issue 304). When we
first came to Keynsham around 30 years
ago, our postcode was BS18. Without
warning, when our postcode changed to
BS31, our home insurance went up!
The house hasn't walked, moved nearer
the flood plain or been involved in any
flooding - only the postcode has changed!
B Pursey, Keynsham

Where is council's common
sense?

Dear Sir,
In response to your note in reply to Matt
Graham in Issue No. 304, that your
understanding from B&NES Council that
bus services in Ashton Way in Keynsham
would be severely disrupted if the traffic
flow was reversed, Ashton continues and
could continue to be two-way.
Of course, I understand that for B&NES to
actually use common sense in their
decision making is impossible, or will they
prove me wrong and reverse the flow of
traffic in the High Street. I rather doubt it.
The reasoning that it is too late to change
the decision promptly does not wash.
Also is it not possible with respect to take
down the wreaths for Remembrance
Sunday from the park gates? Keeping
them up this long takes away the
significance of the actual day.
Name withheld

Must more shops close?

Dear Editor,
We are absolutely disgusted by the
trustees' attitude over the parking ban at
Hanham Community Centre. Are they not
part of the community at Hanham? Will
they drive away all the trade from the

village with their selfish attitude? A small
charge could be made for one or two hours'
parking, or an area of the car park could be
set aside for short-term shoppers.
Parking all day was a problem in the past,
but we aim to keep our local community

flourishing. The closure of The Cat Flap,
which supports Bristol League for Cats, will
deprive the charity of much-needed funds.
This charity has re-homed many cats in the
past and its volunteers are devastated.
A solution needs to be found fast, before
any more shops are forced to close and our
bustling Hanham High Street becomes a
far-off memory.
Mr & Mrs R Chivers

Support for Cllr Bell

Dear Sir,
I fully support the recent letter sent in to
The Week In from Mr Venn in respect of
Michael Bell, the Labour councillor for
Rodway ward.
I and my family have benefitted from his
extremely committed service to all sections
of the local community since his election in
2011. I cannot thank him enough for his
tenacity in securing beneficial adaptations
to my home since I had my lower right leg
amputated. Michael is a dedicated and
hard-working councillor.
Mr P Hill
Mangotsfield

Self scan checkouts

Dear Sir,
I am extremely annoyed at supermarkets
installing the increasing numbers of self
scan checkouts. The latest in the region is
ASDA at Longwell Green. This was by far
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the best superstore in the area for many
years - well managed and efficient staff and
good prices. Now they have disposed of 6
main checkouts and turned them into self
scan.
Why don't supermarkets take notice of
public opinion who say - 'we don't like
them?' The tills at at Longwell Green on
Friday were horrendous while I was there
and people were so fed up they left their
shopping and went home. It is not rocket
science to think that trained checkout
operators are quicker at scanning than Joe
Public. I did at one time work on a checkout
so I do know that to be a fact. It is all about
saving costs on wages - I wonder how
many staff at Asda will be forced to leave. I
thought we were all supposed to create
jobs not get rid of them!
Many people I have spoken to in the last
day or so have agreed that ASDA has let
Longwell Green down - and don't forget Mr
ASDA that ALDI is opening in Longwell
Green. Many of my neighbours and friends
can’t wait for that. Why destroy a perfectly
good shopping place for the sake of saving
a few pounds on wages? Hopefully they
will suffer a loss of regular trade because of
this stupid decision.
David Clark, Longwell Green

Write to us

The Week In is independent of any political or
commercial interest.
We aim to produce a
balanced and accurate view of local news and
welcome comments from our readers.
Normally, we will publish letters in full but reserve
the right to shorten or clarify the contents or to
refuse publication. Please try to keep letters under
300 words and supply your full name and address
for reasons of authentication. Only the name and
district where you live will be reproduced.
Anonymity is possible under certain circumstances.
Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices no later
than 5.30pm on the Monday of each week. Email to:admin@theweekin.co.uk
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Cossham Hospital, one year on
Babies born at Cossham Hospital
returned last week to mark its first
birthday and theirs.

year – it has gone so
quickly.”

Since it opened on 28th January, 2013,
486 babies have been born at the birth
centre and the first babies and their
parents were invited back to Cossham
Hospital last week to join the
celebrations.

Last month the Care Quality
Commission published its
first report into the hospital since it
reopened. Inspectors found that the
hospital had passed all six essential
standards and praised the cleanliness,
modern facilities and said patients were
positive about the care they received.
During their visit they spoke with 30
patients and 25 members of staff.

The Kingswood hospital, run by North
Bristol NHS Trust, reopened last year
after a £19 million refurbishment, and
now provides a renal dialysis unit, X-ray
and scanning department, physio and
outpatient appointments, as well as
Bristol’s first free-standing midwife-led
birth centre.

One of them was Oliver Hatts of
Fishponds, who was born on January 31
and turned one last Friday.

His mother Jennie said: “Giving birth at
Cossham was exactly what I was after, it
was calm and collected, and I cannot
say how grateful I am to the staff. I have
been telling everyone about this place, it
is brilliant. I can’t believe it has been a

Birth
centre
manager
Yvonne Creed said: “It is a
privilege to be able to offer
care to women in a calm,
relaxed environment. We
have received wonderful
comments and feedback
from the women who have
given birth here.”

Outpatient clinics including cardiology,
rheumatology, gastroenterology and
gynaecology are available at Cossham
and more services are due to be offered
at the hospital in the future.

Crossword

Cossham Hospital manager Tony
Williamson said: “The local community
appreciate having us on their doorstep
and I feel that going forward, we will be
able to offer more services that will
prove essential to the health needs for
this area."
From Cossham's opening until the end
of December 2013 there were 12,533
physiotherapy appointments at the
hospital, 22,643 X-rays, 2,862 CT
scans, 4,836 MRI scans and 6,200
ultrasounds.

ACROSS

9 Located away from the axis (7)
10 Go around (7)
11 Financial settlement (7)
12 Easily agitated (7)
13 Post 16 eductaion (5,4)
15 A visible mark (5)
16 Long lasting appeal (7)
19 US city (3,4)
20 Two masted boat (5)
21 Renovate (9)
25 Former capital of China (7)
26 In isolation (Latin) (2,5)
28 The most supple (7)
29 Former Yugoslavian republic (7)

DOWN

1 South American plain (6)
2 Part of the throat (6)
3 Dance (4)
4 Drunk (slang) (6)
5 Nominal leaders (5,3)
6 A hideaway, cut off from the real world (5,5)
7 Imaginary place of great wealth (8)
8 Language invented by Orwell in 1984 (8)
14 Someone looking for a lift (10)
16 Ill-natured or mean (8)
17 Explode (8)
18 Deviate (8)
22 Wince (6)
23 To provoke or stir up (6)
24 Exclamation of joy (6)
27 17th century stringed instrument (4)
12
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Petition to save Cossham’s
minor injuries unit
Jo McCarron, Labour’s Parliamentary candidate for
Kingswood, has launched a campaign to save the
minor injuries unit promised for Cossham Hospital.
The hospital was saved from closure following a hard-fought
community campaign and reopened last year after a £19million
refurbishment.

Jo McCarron said: “Among the plans for a refurbished
Cossham Hospital was a minor injuries unit to enable local
residents to be treated closer to home. However, the local NHS
is not being provided with enough money by the Government so
the plans for a MIU are under threat.
“The South Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning Group is
currently reviewing the future provision of urgent care at
Cossham, and has said it is keen to hear the views of local
residents about the long-term use of the minor injuries unit
accommodation.”

As part of that process, she has launched a petition which she
intends to present to NHS bosses to show the strength of
feeling locally that people want the services they were
promised.
She said: “Lots of residents already feel seriously let down by
the decision to downgrade the community hospital promised at
Frenchay – now more and more people are telling me how
concerned they are by the uncertainty hanging over Cossham.

Jo McCarron

“The fear is that once again the services promised to local
people will be downgraded. I’m determined to work with the
community to fight for the services local people want, need and
deserve. I am urging people to have their say and sign the
petition.”
The petition can be found online at kingswoodlabour.org.uk/
cosshampetition

Kingswood’s Conservative MP Chris Skidmore has said that
local health managers need to deliver on their promises and
that he is “full square behind the local community and will be
working hard at every level to make sure we get the health
facilities we deserve".
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VALENTINE’S DAY

A brief history of love!

Valentine’s Day may be a booming commercial
success but it is far from a modern invention.

The history of the most romantic day of the year can be traced
back to pre-Christian times. In ancient Rome, the 13th, 14th and
15th February were celebrated as Lupercalia, a pagan fertility
festival.
In AD 496 Pope Gelasius
recast
the
festival,
declaring 14th February as
St Valentine's Day. Which
St Valentine he intended to
honour remains a mystery
as there were at least three
early Christian saints with
that name.

In the Middle Ages, young men and women drew names from a
bowl to see who would be their Valentine. They would wear this
name pinned onto their sleeves for a week for everyone to see.
This was the origin of the saying ‘to wear your heart on your
sleeve’.
It is believed that the first hand-made Valentine’s cards
appeared in the 16th century.
As early as 1800, companies began mass-producing cards.

The tradition of giving chocolates on Valentine's Day can be
traced to Richard Cadbury, who produced the first box of
chocolates for Valentine's Day in the late 1800s.
Many people let the flowers do the talking on Valentine’s Day. A
whopping £22million is spent on Valentine’s flowers in the UK
every year. Not surprisingly, red roses are the most popular
choice, symbolising love, romance, beauty and perfection.

Tulips are also considered a good pick for Valentine’s Day as
they stand for perfect love – and are more affordable than roses.
Lilies are said to represent beauty, class and style, while orchids
send the message of exotic seduction.
Being the most romantic day of the year, of course, it can be a
good day to pop the question – if you get engaged on
Valentine’s Day, or are getting married on 14th February, let us
know!

14
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Export boost for
brewer
Warmley

Bath Ales has just signed a
key export deal with Russia
as the business plans
further dramatic growth in
overseas sales.

Beers brewed in Warmley
are now exporting to 10
different countries and, having doubled foreign sales last year,
the company is looking to reach a similar growth figure for 2014.

Russia has become the tenth country to join Bath Ales’ export
portfolio as the business looks to introduce its beers to new
territories. Shipments to foreign markets doubled in 2013 and
the brewer intends to double sales again in 2014.
The deal with Russia will see Bath Ales’ flagship beer Gem, as
well as Wild Hare, Dark Side and Barnsey, available in retail
stores nationwide.

Export manager Moussa Clarke said: “We currently export to
countries as far away as Mexico, Brazil and New Zealand as
well as closer to home in Europe, and this year we’re planning
to significantly increase our distribution abroad. We’ve been
working hard to build our reputation overseas.”

Longwell Green
Eisteddfod to continue

Despite earlier pessimism about the future of the Eisteddfod it
has been decided that it will be possible to run again this year.

The dates are Monday 27th October to Saturday 1st November
and the syllabus should be published by Easter.
Although some new volunteers have come forward, there
remains concern about the longer term future. David Tiley, from
the organising committee, said: "It would be good to have more
volunteers from local communities helping to organise what is
an important opportunity for our young people to perform in
public while receiving adjudication by experienced professionals
in their field."
Contact Mr Tiley on 0117 932 2408 if you can help in any way.

Book in the running
for award

The recently published Fat Man to Green Man, written by
Kingswood man Ira Rainey, who went from overweight to
running a 46-mile race around Bristol, has been shortlisted as a
finalist in The 2014 Running Awards.
Ira was inspired to take up running after a close friend was
diagnosed with terminal cancer.
He trains with Bitton Road Runners.
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All winners will be celebrated at an awards show in April. Votes
can be cast at http://therunningawards.com/vote/24/26#vote
15

Young eco-warriors

Parkwall School at Cadbury Heath has nominated children from
each class to act as ambassadors for recycling waste and
reducing energy use.

The eco scheme was launched last week at a special assembly
for parents and teachers. The warriors explained the different
materials that can be recycled and ways in which energy can be
saved in school.

Warning to motorists
after spate of break-ins

Police have issued a warning to drivers after finding that almost
two-thirds of recent thefts from cars and vans in South
Gloucestershire were from vehicles which had been left
insecure.

Areas targeted have included Kingswood, Longwell Green,
Mangotsfield, Emersons Green and Downend.

Community Safety Inspector Gerry Treacy said: "We were
concerned by a recent increase in reported thefts from cars and
vans in the first two weeks of 2014. On looking into the cases
we found that 63 per cent were from vehicles which had been
left unlocked."
He said thieves were stealing phones, satnavs, tablet devices
and laptop computers from vehicles. The police have also
received reports of cars being entered to take small change or
a bag containing sports kit, while thieves target vans to steal
power tools or copper pipe.
Fiona Thompson, Parkwall’s eco co-ordinator, said, “The
children have really embraced their roles as eco warriors and
are keen to promote recycling practice in school.”
Throughout the year, the warriors will introduce further recycling
and energy saving initiatives across the school.

Police officers and PCSOs have been carrying out targeted
patrols to tackle the problem, including checking parked cars as
part of the 'vulnerable vehicle' scheme and writing to the
registered keeper with crime prevention advice if the vehicle is
insecure or has property left on view.

Situations Vacant
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Lifetime of memories
returned to grateful
grandmother
Kingswood

A grateful grandmother has been reunited with
a lifetime of memories, thanks to a Merlin
Housing Society worker.

He then jumped in his van and drove straight
to the care home to return them, only stopping
on the way to buy some flowers and
chocolates for her as well.
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Headteacher’s
plea over
parking
Parents of pupils attending
Fishponds CofE Academy
in Fishponds are being
urged not to park or stop
their car by the school’s
main entrance on the busy
Fishponds Road.
Headteacher Mike Eatwell
said: “It is extremely
dangerous to park up on
the pavement by the
Portcullis or to stop in the
road: we have already had
one accident and a near
miss in recent months.”

Kathleen Baker lived in her Merlin home in
Kingswood for 14 years. But just before
Christmas the 92-year-old had to move out of
her home and into a nursing home due to ill
health.

But when Mark Brady came to visit the
property to get it ready for the next tenant to
move in, he found a number of photo albums
filled with family snapshots which had slipped
down the back of one of the cupboards.
Realising the sentimental importance of the
photos, Mark started knocking on neighbour’s
doors to find out where Mrs Baker had gone.

Fishponds

Mark Brady and Kathleen Baker

Mrs Baker was overjoyed to be reunited with
the photo albums.

“Getting the photos of my family back means
more than anything to me and was so nice for
Mark to come and bring them back to me," she
said.

He said the school had an
agreement
with
the
Morrisons
supermarket
opposite where parents
can park for an hour and
urged them to use that,
rather than “risk the safety
of others”.
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TRAVEL & HOLIDAYS

A walk along the East Devon coast
With the weather we have experienced in the last 6 weeks,
the idea of a short holiday on the Devon coast may not be
the first thing that springs to mind right now. It's a good
time to make plans for a short break with February half term
fast approaching however. Christine Rogers did just that
last year to catch the dying embers of Autumn in Exmouth.

Cheltenham Races - the easy way

Next month sees the annual Cheltenham National Hunt Festival.
Anyone who has tried to get there in recent years will know that train
services tend to resemble
London during the rush hour,
while traffic jams and the
abundance of a certain dark
Irish stout during the event
tend to put a lot of people off
driving.

Whitchurch-based coach firm Peter Carol has the solution,
perhaps. Luxury coaches will be setting off for Cheltenham each
day from Tuesday 11th to Friday 14th March and the fare of £59.95
includes Tattersalls entrance. It's more expensive on Gold Cup Day
(Friday) but over-60s discounts and travel only for those with tickets
are also available.
Call 01275 839839 or visit www.petercarol.co.uk
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A week’s holiday in England in late Autumn or early Spring can
potentially be wet and depressing. The days are shorter and the
nights longer but catch the weather right and there is still something
rather magical about fleeting sunshine changing swiftly into
dramatic and interesting cloud formations.

Whilst staying at a huge Victorian hotel on the sea front at Exmouth
recently, it felt a release to escape the confines of social chit chat

and escape to the hills. The coastal walk to Budleigh Salterton

follows a rugged coastal path which in parts is perilously close to the
Jurassic coast’s cliff edge. However, with wind howling and the sky

blue, our walk started with enthusiasm. The storm that had been
forecast had passed through in the night. What was left was a
landscape tinged with red and gold and an ever-changing weather
pattern.

Lush green grass gave way to red oxide cliffs which

dropped suddenly into the sea.

After a couple of miles the walk got decidedly harder and there was,

as we walkers say, a lot of ‘up.’ Eventually, we reached a vantage

point which gave stunning views of the Devon coastline with

occasional fishing boats bobbing in the distance. The little town of
Budleigh Salterton a few miles away also looked tantalisingly
inviting.

Eventually, through narrow footpaths, Budleigh Salterton welcomed
us. Following the path to the quay it was striking to see the number
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of benches in commemoration of relatives and friends. Little
plaques with wording like 'For Violet who died at 95 and spent many

happy hours here', were dotted with regularity along the harbour. It
felt almost sacrilegious to sit on one for fear of disturbing the
remembered one’s view.

As all good walks do, this one finished with a cream tea in a quaint
old-fashioned tea shop. Other walkers with muddy boots and sticks

told of tramping through the Devon countryside and all recounted
tales of storms, mud, and bed and breakfast establishments.

After waiting half an hour for the bus back to Exmouth, it reminded
us all of the beauty the English countryside evokes, even clothed in
winter apparel.
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Cold shoulder for
cold callers

Trading Standards officers are supporting residents of
Warmley, Barrs, Court, Oldland Common, Longwell Green
and Pucklechurch to keep cold callers out in the cold.

New ‘No Cold Calling Zones’ have been set up by South
Gloucestershire Council’s Trading Standards team, with the
support of the police, and follow requests from local residents who
have chosen to say no to uninvited doorstep traders.
The new zones are at
Crown Gardens in Warmley,
Fountains Drive in Barrs
Court, Dennisworth in
Pucklechurch and Oaklands
Drive, St Annes Drive, St
Helens Drive and Lodge
Drive in Oldland Common.

A community-led version, a
Community Doorstep Control Zone, is also being launched in
Ferndale Avenue, Longwell Green, after Oldland Parish Council
approached the Trading Standards team, wanting to help protect
their residents from unscrupulous doorstep traders.

Visitors to the zones will see street signs on lamp posts to warn
cold callers, and residents will also be provided with information
packs and sticker to display. The aim is to protect residents as well
as empowering them to refuse traders selling at their door.
Residents are encouraged to report breaches to Trading
Standards and the police as traders who ignore the zones could
find themselves being arrested for committing an offence.

The advice being offered by Trading Standards is to treat all cold
callers with caution and suspicion, and to report such instances to
the department through the Citizens Advice consumer service on
0845 404 0506.
South Gloucestershire Council has set up No Cold Calling Zones
and Community Doorstep Control Zones covering more than 110
streets in the district.

Feel Fabulous in February

Residents are being encouraged to “Feel Fabulous” in February
with exciting new activities and programmes on offer from Bath
& North East Somerset Council.
As part of this month of feeling fabulous, the Council’s leisure
partner Aquaterra is offering a range of free exercise classes,
pool and gym sessions throughout the month.

Local residents will have the opportunity to access a free
exercise class each day of the month at their choice of
Aquaterra’s five leisure centres. They simply turn up with proof
of their home address in Bath and North East Somerset.
Jason Curtis, Head of Operations at Aquaterra said: “Aquaterra
offers something for every ability, so February’s ‘Feel Fabulous’
campaign is the perfect opportunity for the whole community to
participate and kick start 2014 feeling fit and healthy."
To find out more about the promotions visit:
www.bathnes.gov.uk/feelfabulous
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Brownies host tea
party for the elderly

The 3rd Saltford Brownies played host to a small party of local
pensioners on Sunday.

The girls prepared an afternoon tea for their guests and then
sang for them before joining in a game of bingo.
The event was organised with the local branch of Contact the

Elderly. The charity organises regular visits for elderly people
living alone using a network of volunteer drivers and hosts for
the Sunday teas. The service provides valuable contact for
elderly residents who may not otherwise be able to get out and
meet people.
Contact the Elderly is currently looking for more drivers and
hosts in the area of any age, particularly in Keynsham, Saltford
and Longwell Green. To find our more call 01225 873812.

Cheese company
plans expansion

The award-winning Bath Soft Cheese Company, based at Park
Farm in Kelston, has lodged more plans with B&NES Council to
extend its expanding business.

Cheese farmer Hugh Padfield is seeking permission for a broader
scope of development than the proposal he was granted planning
permission for last March, which allowed the change of use of a
building on the farm to a cheese dairy. The broader development
would allow the cheese to be ripened, stored, packed and
dispatched on the same site.
The proposed extensions to the cheese dairy are necessary to
reach its full production potential and to gain maximum benefit
from a conditional rural development grant that it has been
awarded.

Mr Padfield has won support from ward councillor Geoff Ward,
who says the business is important to the local rural economy and
should be encouraged to grow in order to support jobs and
enterprise.

Park Farm produces organic milk and cheese from a milking herd
of around 170 cows.

The business employs 15 full-time and several more part-time
staff. The cheeses are sold nationally to farm shops,
delicatessens, and through the farm’s own market stall at farmers’
markets in Bath, the South West and around London. The
cheeses are also exported to many countries including Australia,
the US, Canada and Japan.
The planning application reference number is 14/00140/FUL.
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Directory & What’s On

Alternative Health

Building Services

Building Services

Car Services

G D MEEK
Your local builder
Structural alterations
Property maintenance
Partitions
Carpentry
Insurance work
Garden walls
T: 0117 932 5706
M: 07770 303807

Appliance Repairs

Carpentry

Blinds

Catering

DEADLINE FOR PLACING DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Directory & What’s On
Carpet Cleaning

Computers / IT

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym. T:
0117 986 1000.

Electrical

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

Dance Lessons

An advert

like this costs

£19.50 + VAT

Chimney Sweep

per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

Driveways

4 weeks - £14.50

Computers / IT
Events

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00
26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE
AS £1.50 A WEEK

Electrical

The Week in • Thursday 6th February 2014

All prices per week exc VAT

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.
Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Furniture Makers

Garden Services

Hypnotherapy

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.
An advert

like this costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

Garden Services
Hair & Beauty

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

Joinery

4 weeks - £14.50
8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

Home Maintenance

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE
AS £1.50 A WEEK

Logs

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.
Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Home Help

R J SHORT. Washing,
ironing and house cleaning
services. T: 07970 400801

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
The Week in • Thursday 6th February 2014

Directory & What’s On
Logs

Pallets

Pawn Brokers

Physiotherapy

Pest Control

Plastering

Pet Services

Plumbers

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Planning Advice

Painting
& Decorating

Plumbers
An advert like this
costs

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks
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Directory & What’s On

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Plumbers

Taxis

Venue Hire

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.
An advert

like this costs

£19.50 + VAT

Waste Disposal

Podiatry

per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

Roofing

Therapies

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00
26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE
AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.
Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Stair Repairs

TV & Aerials

Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial
Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based
• from £4.75

0117 9159801
07530 864562
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Planning Applications

Nine new homes planned on car
repair workshop site in Kingswood
Plans have been drawn up for nine new homes on surplus land
at SJ Curtis’s car bodywork restoration business in Kingswood.

parking area for its retained business at Dorset House, as well
as redeveloping its surplus land.

S J Curtis has told South Gloucestershire Council it wants to
make more efficient use of its site by demolishing the
underused single-storey extension to provide a formalised

The reference number for the application on the council’s
website is PK14/0005/F.

The business is based at Dorset House, on the junction of
Dorset Road and Downend Road.
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A terrace of seven houses and a pair of semi-detached houses
are planned, plus parking.
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Café and bike
shop plan

Plans have been lodged with South Gloucestershire Council for
a permanent new home for well-known bike business Webbs of
Warmley.

Last year Webbs left the shop in Warmley High Street where it
had traded for more than 100 years and moved to bigger
premises a few hundred metres away on the corner of Crown
Road.
Webbs is currently temporarily occupying the rear of Unit 3, with
a view to making this a more permanent arrangement, subject
to the grant of planning permission.

The application to the council is for change of use from use
Class B8 (storage & distribution) to mixed use - Class A3 (café)
and A1 (retail), plus a bicycle repair workshop.

The plan is for both the café and cycle shop to operate six days
a week.
The application number is PK14/0153/F.

Double delight as twins
pass their driving test
on the same day

Twins Will and Dominic Brown, from Saltford, are celebrating after
passing their driving tests first time within hours of each other.
The 17-year-olds, who
are both in the Upper
Sixth at Wellsway School
in Keynsham, were
taught
by
driving
instructor Richard Hook,
who said he still couldn’t
tell the twins apart after
six months of teaching
them!

The brothers, of Mead
Lane, who admit they are
quite competitive, took their tests at the Brislington centre last
Thursday having previously passed their theory on the same day.
Having got their driving tests out of the way, Will and Dominic, who
are now sharing a car with their older brother, can concentrate on
their upcoming A-levels.

New campaign targets
dog owners

Dog owners in South Gloucestershire are being reminded to
dispose of waste responsibly as part of a new campaign launching
this month.

The 'Bag It and Bin It’ message aims to remind dog owners that
they can dispose of dog waste both in their black household waste
bins as well as in any available litter bin – and that waste should
never be left behind.
Dog waste can carry diseases including toxocariasis, which can
lead to serious illness, including blindness.

As part of the campaign ‘dual use’ plaques will soon be placed on
South Gloucestershire litter bins to remind dog owners that all litter
bins can be used for dog waste.
Posters have been placed in local parks to highlight the message
that litter bins and black bins can be used for dog waste.

Anybody walking a dog – whether it is theirs or not – is legally
required to clean up after them and failure to do so can lead to a
fixed penalty notice and possible prosecution.

Covert patrol unearths drugs

Police from the Hengrove and Whitchurch Neighbourhood Team
recently carried out covert patrols in the Oatlands Avenue aree of
Whitchurch, acting on reports of drug use and anti-social
behaviour.
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A suspicious car was spotted leaving a car park and it was
followed and then stopped a short time later in Stockwood. The car
and occupants were searched and drugs were found. As a result
a 19-year-old man from Hengrove was issued with a cannabis
warning.
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Crackdown on
pavement parking

Police and traffic wardens carried out a crackdown in January
on drivers who park obstructively on pavements in St George
– and are planning another one in the next month.
The problem of pavement parking
in the area was highlighted as a
matter of priority by the
Neighbourhood
Partnership
meeting in December.

An audit was carried out and in St
George West, 410 cars were
parked on pavements, 68
obstructively, (leaving less than
1.3metres). In St George East,
281 cars were parked on
pavements, 30 of them obstructively.

The worst problem was observed around the ‘cross-streets’
between Church Road and Beaufort Road and this is where the
crackdown took place. The two most problematic streets were
Northcote Road, where 22 vehicles were parked on pavements,
11 obstructively, and Salisbury Road where there 23 on
pavements, six causing an obstruction.

Neighbourhood Working staff handed out advisory leaflets to
dozens of properties and warned residents of impending
enforcement action. The enforcement operation then took place
on 22nd January when the streets - Beaconsfield Road, Beaufort
Road, Blackswarth Road, Cossham Road, Ebenezeer Street,
Hedwick Avenue, Northcote Road, Richmond Road, Salisbury
Road, Seneca Street and Sherbourne Road - were patrolled by
police and Parking Services from 5pm to 6.30pm.

Could you make a
difference to the life
of a Chernobyl child?

The Bristol branch of the Chernobyl Children’s Life Line is
bringing over a group of 16 children from Belarus this summer
for a month’s respite care.

The Chernobyl disaster was in April 1986 and people are still
suffering from the legacy of the world’s worst nuclear disaster –
the radioactive fallout was 90 times greater than Hiroshima.
The World Health Organisation has classified 500,000 of the
children as being “at risk”. It is estimated that a month staying
with a family here, eating nourishing food, resting from the
relentless radiation and breathing clean air can add up to two
years to their life expectancy.

If you could share your home with two 10- to 12-year-old
children for two weeks, there is a network of support for host
families. The children are encouraged to participate in activities
organised by CCLL on their behalf, including sports, the arts,
local visits and coach trips to the sea or country.
There will be two interpreters with the group who are on hand
around the clock should there be any language difficulties.

To find out more call Andy March on 07812 159942 or Ann
Coales on 0117 949 8496, or visit www.ccll.org.uk/bristol

A total of 144 cars were parked on pavements in this targeted area
during the enforcement operation, compared to 155 on the
previous audit. This was not a significant drop but the council says
it shows people are taking more care not to be obstructive.
Bins left on streets can make the problem worse so during the
enforcement operation, any left out were issued with warning
stickers and reported to the area environment officer who will send
out enforcement letters. Eight bins warnings were issued, three on
Sherbourne Street, one on Beaufort Road, one on Northcote
Road, one on Ebeneezer Street, one on Salisbury Street and one
on Richmond Road.
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The children arriving at Gatwick last year
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Another flood alert

High tides, driving rain and strong winds led to a flood alert in
parts of Bristol, including Crews Hole, at the weekend.
The city council warned last Friday that the Avon would top its
banks at “vulnerable stretches”, which included the riverside
path at Crews Hole and Crews Hole Road.

MP welcomes council
move on street lighting

Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore has called plans by South
Gloucestershire Council to keep its street lights on for longer as "a
step in the right direction".

Mr Skidmore has previously contacted the council on several
occasions, calling for a change in the street night lighting policy so
that energy-saving LED lights are installed, and ultimately that
where residents wish, street lighting is switched back on.

As part of plans to install energy-saving LED lighting along Court
Road in Kingswood, South Gloucestershire Council now plans to
keep the lights on an extra hour so that they switch off at 1am
instead of midnight.

The council co-ordinated a plan of action and road closures
were put in place before the highest predicted tide on Saturday
and removed when the waters cleared.
As well as Crews Hole Road, other roads temporarily closed
were Cumberland Road, Cattlemarket Road and the Portway.

In light of forecast storms and gale force winds and the high river
levels being tide-locked, the traffic management and civil
protection teams were on standby until after yesterday
(Wednesday) morning's high tide to enforce further road
closures if necessary.

What’s hitting your
pocket the most?

Bristol East MP Kerry McCarthy is running a poll to find out what her
constituents are finding is currently the most significant squeeze on
their income.
The survey on her website reveals that energy prices are the
highest concern, at 36 per cent, followed by food prices (25 per
cent), accommodation costs (20 per cent), travel costs (10 per cent)
and childcare costs (9 per cent).
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Mr Skidmore said: "I have been inundated with concerns from
constituents about the council's part-night lighting policy, with many
people expressing the view that midnight is simply too early to be
switching them off.

"This is a step in the right direction and I look forward to these
longer lighting hours being rolled out as soon as possible across the
area to provide confidence to local people.

“I will continue to work hard with local residents to campaign for
where residents are concerned about lights being switched off in
their local area, that we get them switched back on.”

Could you foster for
South Gloucestershire?

A campaign has been launched to attract more foster carers for up
to 100 children and young people in South Gloucestershire.

There are around 80 households in the district currently providing
foster care for a range of children and young people, offering a
mixture of long-term and short-term care, but more are needed to
meet a growing demand. More carers are especially needed to
take on teenagers.

Cllr Ian Blair, chair of South Gloucestershire Council’s Children &
Young People Committee, said: “We are facing a shortage in the
number of foster carers in the area and we need more people to
come forward and provide what is a vitally important role in a child
or young person’s life.
“We’re seeking families, couples and individuals from all
backgrounds who can welcome often vulnerable children into their
homes and bring new opportunities into their lives.”

If you think you could welcome a child into your home call 0800
2061443 or visit www.southglos.gov/fostering to find out more.

Downend

New folk club

The new Downend Folk Club will launch on Easter Saturday with
a concert at Christ Church.

Performing at the opening concert on Saturday 19th April will be
the trio Bright Season. Tickets cost £7 in advance from club
founder Ant Miles on 07837 881941, or £10 on the door. Doors
open at 7.30pm and the concert will begin at 8pm.

Downend Folk Club aims to bring high quality live folk, roots and
acoustic music to venues in and around the Downend area. There
will be concerts every month. For more information go to
www.downendfolkclub.co.uk
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Football

Guest coach

Lauren O’Sullivan, from Somerset FA’s School of Excellence, was
the guest coach at a training session at Wellsway School in
Keynsham with Fry’s Under 15 Girls on Thursday 30th January.
Lauren coached the session, teaching the girls to run with the ball
into space and shooting.

She also told the girls about the Futures programme that the FA is
running, and about opportunities in the game.

Fry’s Under 15 Girls FC with Lauren O’Sullivan from Somerset
FA’s School of Excellence (back row, far left).

Running

Chew Valley 10k race
opens to entries

The date for the 2014 Chew Valley 10k and Fun Run has been set
for Sunday 22nd June.
The 10k event is being held in association with Debbie Fortune
Estate Agents and will raise funds for Bishop Sutton Primary School
and other local charities.

Race director Ann Booker said: “We are delighted to have Debbie
Fortune on board as our main sponsor and with their support we
hope this year’s Chew Valley 10k event will be as successful as it
was last year.”

Nearly 100 runners have entered so far this year so now is the time
to commit and get into training. Entry costs £14 for adults (£12 for
runners affiliated to a UK Athletics club). This year the event will
accept up to 600 runners and up to 250 children will also be able to
compete in the 1km Fun Run, with entry forms available nearer the
time.
The race will get under way at 9.30am.The organisers are seeking
90 volunteers who would be interested in being a marshal for the
event.
To find out more and to enter visit www.chewvalley10k.co.uk

Snooker

Keynsham Snooker Centre news

Chris Scott defeated Colin Streams in the final to win Keynsham's
open snooker tournament on Sunday 26th January.

In earlier matches Chris Scott also scored wins over Steve Weaver,
Josh Lewis and in the semi final Jacob Wardle.
Callum Brown defeated Steve Weaver in the plate consolation final.

Michael Dykes defeated Josh Lewis in the final to win Keynsham's
junior snooker event on Saturday 25 January. And Josh Lewis
recorded his first tournament win at Keynsham when defeating Matt
Markwick 5-4 in the pool final on that Saturday.
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Football

Six crucial points for
Keynsham Town

Firstly on a cold Tuesday evening, they put in a vastly improved
performance as they ran out comfortable 3-1 winners against midtable Ashton & Backwell United at the AJN Stadium.
Keynsham had an attacking intent from the off and took the lead
when forward Pat Davison showed quick feet to finish in the box
on 22 minutes. Things got even better for the Ks when top scorer
Ashwood found the net on 34
minutes. However, the visitors
kept looking for a goal and got
one back four minutes later.

Home fans had to wait until the
79th minute for Davison to pop
up with his 10th goal of the
season as he reacted quickest
to a Lipinski shot which was
parried away from goal. Dunk had to be alert until the final whistle,
saving well from a header in the final few minutes to secure a vital
three points for the Ks.

Then on Saturday, Keynsham ran out deserved 2-0 victors in
dreadful conditions at Almondsbury UWE. Credit must go to the
home side’s ground staff for getting the pitch playable, although
they probably regretted their efforts come 4.45pm.
The Ks settled the better of the two sides, with the gale-force wind
at their backs. On the half-hour mark, Luke Lipinski reacted
quickest to a loose ball in the box and coolly slotted it home to give
Keynsham the lead. Then five minutes later, an Almondsbury
midfielder received a straight red card for an off the ball challenge
on Thomas Bannerman-Williams.
Keynsham adapted their play into the blustery wind in the second
half and made their one man advantage count, often stretching the
home side. The Ks made the game safe in the 90th minute after
Luke Lipinski was fouled 30 yards out and his quick thinking
caught the home defence asleep. He flicked the ball through for
Pat Davison, who took it round the keeper and just managed to
keep his feet to knock the ball into an empty net.

So after a dreadful start to the season which saw them lose their
first seven games and only earn a meagre five points from the first
16 matches, these victories see the Ks move level on points with
Warminster Town, 10 points above the relegation zone.

The Ks have a weekend off this Saturday so their next outing is a
visit to Cheddar on Saturday 15th February (kick-off 3pm).
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