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With the High Street now one-way
for the duration of gas main
works until March, traders in the
town have been keen to stress
that all the shops are still
accessible and all car parks
remain open.
Lynn Young, chair of Keynsham
Chamber of Commerce and proprietor of
Perfect Fit on Temple Street, said: “I’m
genuinely afraid that some businesses
will close down if these trading
conditions continue. 
“The feedback I’ve received is that many
businesses up and down the High Street
and Temple Street have been hit hard in
the first few days of the utility work.
Takings are down massively. This is
simply down to long-standing customers
thinking Keynsham has shut up shop.
“The message that we need to get out is
that buses and cars can still get to

Keynsham. There are
spaces to park your cars
and do your shopping,
including at the Civic
Centre car park where
people are still not sure
whether they can park or
not. Your local shops need
your support.”
B&NES Council last week
instructed utility company
Wales & West to provide
five ‘Open for Business’
signs at strategic locations in and
around town. Free two-hour parking is
still available at The Labbott (North) car
park and at Tesco. Short-term parking,
including free 30-minute bays, can be
found at Ashton Way, while the Civic
Centre car park (convenient for the
leisure and snooker centres) has also
partially re-opened.

In addition to one-way traffic along the
High Street, traffic light controlled
pedestrian crossings have been
installed at each end (Charlton Road
and Rock Road).  These have replaced
the zebra crossings but some
pedestrians and motorists have been
oblivious to the changes, leading to one
or two near misses.
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We’re open for business despite
roadworks, say Keynsham traders

The Week In on line
Keep up to date with local news as it happens at

www.theweekin.co.uk
Follow us @theweekineditor

A day promoting responsible dog ownership was held recently
in Hillfields.
Hillfields Library was taken over by Bristol City Council's
Neighbourhoods Team, welfare charity the Dogs Trust and the
RSPCA to deliver an initiative supporting dog owners in the
area.
The Dogs Trust promoted its free micro-chipping initiative. Every
dog in England and Wales must be micro-chipped from 6th April
2016 by law. They chipped seven dogs over the day in Hillfields.
Neighbourhoods Team staff were on hand to give advice about
dogs and to promote the ‘Our Neighbourhood Says No. . . ’ dog
fouling campaign. They handed out poop bags and reminded
owners of their responsibilities to clean up after their dogs. 
Anybody found leaving their dog's mess or not disposing of dog
bags in bins risks getting a Fixed Penalty Notice of £80 or be
prosecuted and fined up to £1,000.

As we went to print on Tuesday, residents in Saltford were
anxiously waiting to hear whether Environment Secretary Eric
Pickles had approved or rejected an appeal to build 99 homes on
Green Belt land at Manor Road, or whether he was delaying his
decision.
Mr Pickles was due to determine the appeal on or before Tuesday
28th January. An inquiry into Crest Nicholson's development
proposals took place last summer and the Secretary of State said
he would make the decision based on the Planning Inspectorate's
report.
Over 400 objections to the scheme were submitted to B&NES
Council and 1,000 people signed a petition.
Get an update on our website – theweekin.co.uk  - and see next
week’s paper

Hillfields 

Promoting responsible
dog ownership

D-day for 99 homes in Saltford
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Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore has led a debate in the
House of Commons on harsher penalties for dangerous
drivers – 12 months to the day after Hillfields couple
Ross and Clare Simons were mowed down and killed in
Hanham.
Mr Skidmore, who already has the support on the issue from
the Prime Minister, secured the backbench business debate on
Monday following the Justice 4 Ross and Clare campaign for
tougher penalties for dangerous drivers that has so far attracted
over 13,000 signatures. 
He said the issue of the law on dangerous driving was one that
members on all sides of the House felt strongly about and that
the Government was committed to reviewing the law
surrounding offences. 
He told MPs that on 27th January last year, 34-year-old Ross
and 30-year-old Clare were riding their tandem bike in Lower
Hanham Road. Elsewhere, Nicholas Lovell, from Oldland
Common was driving at speed with the police in pursuit.
He collided with the couple, killing them almost instantly and
then ran away from the scene of the accident, leaving his
partner to claim that she had been driving at the time.
When Lovell was tracked down and charged, the enormity of
his crime became known. He had 69 previous convictions, four
offences for dangerous driving, for which he was disqualified
from driving completely back in 1999, only to be given a further
11 convictions for driving while disqualified. He received the
maximum sentence possible but because he pleaded guilty, this
was cut by a third to 10 years and six months. Pending good
behaviour, he could be released after six years.
Mr Skidmore said recent figures on convictions for death by
dangerous driving offences spoke for themselves. In 2011, out
of 408 people convicted for causing death or bodily harm while
driving dangerously, or under the influence of drink or drugs,
153 avoided jail altogether. Five were given fines, and 63 were
handed suspended sentences. Of the 255 people who went to
prison, 21 were given less than six months, 104 less than two
years and just 37 were given a prison sentence of over five
years. 
He said the law needed to be changed to reflect the added

culpability of a driver
who had already
been disqualified and
should never have
been in a car in the
first place, causing
death by dangerous
driving. In Canada,
while the penalty for
death by dangerous driving is 10 years, for someone who is
already disqualified from driving when going behind the wheel,
this rises to a life sentence.
Justice Minister Jeremy Wright said Monday night’s debate had
been “excellent” and pledged to consider the “thoughtful” ideas
brought out in it. 
After an emotional day of media interviews, the families of Ross
and Clare were able to unwind among friends at the Cherry
Tree in Oldland Common on Monday night. 
Ross’s mother said she was overwhelmed by the number of
people who had turned out to be with them on such a poignant
anniversary and was pleased to see so many MPs in the
chamber for the debate, and from the comments of other
speakers it was evident that theirs was not an isolated case. 
Ross's father Edwin said it was vital to maintain awareness of
their campaign and that over 100 new signatures were received
during the course of Monday alone. The family travel to
Downing Street next month to hand in the petition.  To sign the
petition visit www.justice4rossandclare.com

MP calls for tougher laws on anniversary
of Ross and Clare’s deaths



The old Intier factory site at Bitton has been acquired by a
property development company called St Congar which is
working on a planning application to redevelop the site for
around 120 homes. 
It hopes that a planning application will be lodged with South
Gloucestershire Council this summer and that building work will
start in two years’ time.
With financial partners Europa Capital, St Congar specialises in
buying brownfield sites prior to planning permission being
secured, then partners up with a housebuilder. 
The derelict site has been bought from the Stronach Group,
whose redevelopment plans included 150 homes, a care home
and community employment.
Independent planning consultant Geoff Tipping, speaking on

behalf of the new owners, said: “The scale of the development
will come down quite substantially.”
He said there were plans to keep the old gatehouse, canteen
and Wesleyan chapel. A shop is planned for the former chapel
and the plan is to gift the canteen building to the village for
community use.
Mr Tipping stressed that ideas were “embryonic” and that a
community liaison consultancy would be contacting villagers for
pre-application negotiations once broad parameters had been
agreed with the council. 
The Intier factory closed in 2006.  There has been industry on
the site since 1761 when a brass mill was established.
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Barrs Court, Bitton, Cadbury Heath, Compton Dando, Corston, Downend,
Emersons Green, Fishponds, Hanham, Hillfields, Keynsham, Kingswood,
Longwell Green, Mangotsfield, Marksbury, North Common, Oldland
Common, Pucklechurch, Saltford, Staple Hill, Stockwood,  St George,
Warmley, Whitchurch, Wick, Willsbridge.
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120 homes now planned for old factory site



Police on patrol in Oldland in the
early hours of Friday (24th January)
saw a huge conifer in flames in the
front garden of a detached house in
Oakleigh Gardens and banged on the
door of the house to get the family
out.
Jane Simpkins, her husband Rob and
their children Tom, 14, and Madeleine,
10, had been asleep. Mrs Simpkins said:
“We woke up when we heard banging
on the door and the police shouting at us
to get out as the tree was on fire. I was
a bit disorientated but looked out and
saw this orange glow. The tree was on
fire from top to bottom.”
While the fire was being extinguished
and the police helicopter was scrambled
to search for the arsonists, they kept
warm in an ambulance rapid response
car that happened to be nearby before
being allowed to return to their home.
Mrs Simpkins said she feared that had
the wind been blowing in a different
direction, the flames might have reached

the house.
She urged householders to be on their
guard against similar attacks.
She said she had been very impressed
with the prompt action of the police and
that she would be writing to the Chief
Constable of Avon & Somerset to
express her thanks. “They were
brilliant," she said.
Earlier fire crews had been called out to
a conifer hedge on fire in Parkwall
Crescent. Police are appealing for
witnesses and information about the two
fires which happened between midnight
and 1am.
Neighbourhood PC Phil Busvine said:
“Local people will know that there have
been problems in the past with conifer
trees being set on fire in this area.
“We have plans in place to respond to
this sort of incident, and we quickly
searched the area with the help of the
police helicopter.
“Deliberate fires take up the emergency
services’ time unnecessarily, and while

no one has been hurt, there’s always a
risk that a fire could spread to
someone’s home.
“If you know anyone who has an
unhealthy interest in fires, or who has
been coming home in the early hours
smelling of smoke, I’d ask you to call us
on 101. You could also ring the
independent charity Crimestoppers on
0800 555 111. They never ask your
name or trace your call.”
PC Busvine also asked local people to
be on the alert for anyone acting
suspiciously in neighbours’ gardens and
call any concerns in to police straight
away.
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Tree arsonists have struck again with conifers
in Oldland Common and Barrs Court set alight
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Political wrangle over Grange closure
The planned closure of the troubled Grange School
sparked a political squabble after Tory and Labour
councillors abstained from the vote last week - and
then lambasted each other after the meeting. 
There was confusion in the council chamber at Kingswood Civic
Centre on Wednesday when politicians from the two parties
refused to vote on the recommended closure consultation,
leaving it to the four Liberal Democrat members of the Children
and Young People Committee to push it through.
After the meeting, which was attended by some Grange parents,
the Labour group said they had refused to vote as the situation
at the school was of the Government’s making – in particular
Education Secretary Michael Gove - and the Government should
sort it out.
The Tory councillors retaliated by accusing Labour of “political
gerrymandering” and being “disrespectful” to Grange parents
who had turned up for the meeting.
The education officers’ recommendation that the council pursue
funding for a new Studio School, catering for 14- to 19-year-olds
and combining academic studies and work-based training, on
the site was, however, unanimously agreed by the committee
and Kingswood’s Conservative MP Chris Skidmore has said he
will lead the bid at Westminster. 
He also issued a statement in which he said it was vital “we do
not try and play politics with pupils’ education”.
The Cabot Learning Federation, which runs the King’s Oak

Academy and John Cabot
Academy in Kingswood, is
looking after the running of the
Grange on an interim basis.
The already falling numbers
are still dropping as some
parents, concerned about the
uncertain future, have been
finding alternative schools for
their children. Fewer than 10
parents have put the Grange
as their first choice for the
September 2014 Year 7
intake.
South Glos Council will now
consult parents on the
proposed closure of the
school to new admissions
from 31st August, 2015 and the closure of the school to all pupils
on 31st August, 2016.
If the Department for Education approves a Studio School, it
would provide the capital funding. It would mean that current
Year 7 and 8 students would be able to complete their education
at the Grange site.
The committee also agreed the recommendations that
consideration be given to relocating South Gloucestershire’s
Education Other Than At School (EOTAS) service to the Grange
campus, as well as expanding Warmley Park Special School,
which shares the site.
Grange parents who addressed the committee said they felt let
down by the council and praised the school and its teachers who
were trying to retain their focus, despite the uncertainty
surrounding the school and their jobs.
Some who have already pulled their children out felt that had not
been kept informed of what was happening and had they known
a Studio School was an option, they would have kept them there.

Customers and staff at the Ship Inn have raised more than
£5000 for the Royal Naval Lifeboat Institution (RNLI). Last
week, landlord Richard Weymouth handed over a cheque for
£1605 from raffles and collection boxes on the bar over the last
12 months and this was the third year running that locals at the
pub have given so generously to the charity.
Receiving the cheque on behalf of the RNLI, fundraising
manager Frances Warren said: : “The RNLI is very grateful to
Richard, his staff and customers for their tremendous support
over the past three years. Their fundraising has enabled our
volunteer crews to continue to save lives at sea.”
In addition to the RNLI, the Ship Inn has also been raising
money for the Great Western Air Ambulance charity. 

Keynsham 

Pub raises over
£5000 for RNLI
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Critical report into standard of
secondary education in South Glos

Studio School bid

A group of education experts appointed to look at
secondary education in South Gloucestershire have
concluded that teaching needs to be improved across the
district.
Although primary schools in South Gloucestershire are within the
top quarter nationally in terms of performance, when it comes to
secondary and post-16 education, they plummet to the bottom
quarter.
The independent education commission praised South
Gloucestershire Council for its “courageous leadership” by
ordering the review, which took place over six months, and was
presented to the council’s Children & Young People Committee
last Wednesday.
The committee endorsed the recommendations of the
commission, made up of five experts including John Harris, vice-
chair of the Board of Trustees for the National Foundation for
Educational Research, and Dame Sue John, who has worked as
a national leader of education and as project manager for some
of London’s most challenging schools. It highlighted the need for
urgent action to raise the unsatisfactory quality of teaching and
learning in South Gloucestershire’s schools. 
It was stressed that improvements to eradicate “poor
performance” would not be achieved in the short-term but would
involve investment over a three- to five-year period.
Commission chairman John Harris said: “There is a widening gap
between educational attainment at Key Stages 4 and 5 in South
Gloucestershire secondary schools in comparison with statistical
neighbour local authorities and nationally; value added between

Key Stages 2 and 4 is not good
enough; the high level of surplus
places in secondary schools is
leading to inefficient use of
resources, stretching schools’
capacity to offer an appropriate
curriculum; sixth form provision
under current arrangements is
increasingly unsustainable; and
support for employability and
skills is underdeveloped.”
The committee heard that the
commission felt the top priority
for the council was to improve the quality of teaching and learning
in South Gloucestershire.
The commission’s report sets out 14 recommendations, including
the creation of a district-wide Education Partnership of schools,
the local authority, colleges, representatives of local employers
and others to drive forward the necessary changes.
The committee accepted the commission’s findings and it is
expected that the development funding for setting up a new South
Gloucestershire Education Partnership to implement the
recommendations of the commission will need an investment of
£400,000 a year for three years.

The new Studio School has been backed by the entire
senior leadership team of teachers at the Grange.
Studio Schools are designed for 14- to 19-year-olds of all abilities.
Catering for around 400 students and with year-round opening
and a 9 to 5 working day, they feel more like a workplace than a
school. Working closely with local employers, Studio Schools offer
a range of academic and vocational qualifications including
GCSEs in English, maths and science, as well as paid work
placements linked directly to employment opportunities in the local
area. 
Students gain a broad range of employability and life skills and
have the option to go on to university, further training, and into
employment.
Chris Skidmore said:  “As the local MP, I will be leading the
campaign for a studio school, to provide first-rate facilities for
young people in our area. Already we have been successful in
securing 800 new primary school placements in the Kingswood
area, including funds for a new primary school, and I want to make
sure that we can match this continued investment in secondary
school provision with a studio school at the Grange site.”
He also said: “It is vital that as a community we do not try and play
politics with pupils’ education, which could run the risk of ruining
bids for funds at this crucial stage.”

Dame Sue John
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Ashley Fox, one of the Conservative MEPs for the South West
and Gibraltar, paid a visit to the Lock Keeper pub last week to
see the damage caused by the recent floods. He was
accompanied by Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore.
For the second year running, the popular pub just outside
Keynsham was severely damaged as the Avon and Chew rivers
burst their banks on Christmas Eve.  The pub had to close,
fearing for the safety of customers and their cars as the water
levels rose quickly. Fifty-five people who had booked for
Christmas Day lunch also had to be put off at short notice.
Landlord Samir Hadzigrahic showed the two politicians the
extent of the damage to the pub cellar and adjoining cottage,
where water levels were far higher than during the previous
year’s flooding. He also explained that his insurance premium

excess had tripled from £10,000 to £30,000 after the previous
flooding, and expressed concern on finding suitable cover in
future.
After his visit, Mr Fox said: "Europe has a natural disaster fund
which governments can apply to for match funding. Historically,
our governments have been critical about the way European
money is spent and have not been good at applying for grants.
"This is a genuine disaster which has affected the lives of people
up and down the country and the South West has been
particularly badly affected. I would encourage the government to
apply for assistance from Europe."

MEP inspects flood
damage at the Lock Keeper

The difference between last year’s water level and the recent flooding 

Landlord Samir Hadzigrahic shows Ashley Fox and Chris Skidmore the
extent of the recent flooding at the Lock Keeper
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

6 3 7
6 2 1 8 4

5 4 1 3 6
2 9 3

7 8
8 5 4 2 6
1 2 7 9

3 1 7
6 8 4

3 7
8 5 6 1

4 6
9 3 5

4 2 7
1 4

1 3
5 1 2 9

4 8

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND 
Sunday 2nd February

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Flood insurance: is the tide turning?
Following a letter from a reader in last
week's issue regarding the difficulty
in getting house insurance in flood-
risk areas, The Week In has been
investigating in the light of future
house-building plans in the area.
The national media has reported widely
in recent weeks on householders who
have suffered devastation following
flooding, in some cases for the second
time in a year. Locally, we have seen
businesses, including riverside pubs the
Lock Keeper at Keynsham, Chequers at
Hanham and Jolly Sailor at Saltford,
bear the brunt of the flood damage. 
The former Cadbury’s factory at
Somerdale in Keynsham proved to be a
popular choice for photographers over
Christmas and early January, providing
some spectacular views as the flood
plain did its work. 
Much of the land lies in what the
Environment Agency classes as Flood
Risk Zone level 3 (highly likely to flood)
or level 2 (floods in exceptional
circumstances). Taylor Wimpey, the
company behind the proposed 700-
home development on the site, is keen
to stress, however, that all of the new
homes will be on land outside of those
two areas.  
They told us: “Our proposed
development has been designed so that
no building will take place on this flood

plain, with all properties to be
situated on higher ground at the
south and east of the site – so future
residents can be assured that they
will not be affected by flooding
events such as this. The flood plain
will instead be maintained as
playing fields and public open
space.
“In addition, our scheme will include
sustainable drainage measures to
ensure surface water run-off from
the developed area of the site is
effectively and responsibly
managed.”
How is that likely to affect prospective
home buyers at the new development?
While on the one hand there are plans to
cap home insurance premiums on flood
risk from next year, homes over a
market value of £325,000 or built after
2009 will be excluded from the scheme.  
One insurance broker we spoke to told
us that currently, any house within 400
metres of a river, lake or shoreline has to
be referred to the underwriters for an
individual quote, rather than calculating
premiums using the standard postcode
system.
We asked the Association of British
Insurers for an opinion but after
repeated requests, the only comment
we could get was: “We don’t normally
speculate on individual building

developments and whether those
properties will or will not be able to get
coverage.”
When councils up and down the country
consider planning applications to build
homes, one of the criteria they consider
is known as the '100 year storm'.
Builders have to demonstrate how their
drainage or prevention plans would
stand up to the most exceptional and
unforeseen circumstances (i.e. a 1%
probability). 
Last week, when Cllr Dave Laming,
B&NES Council's 'river champion' was
debating his motion on flood prevention
at the full council meeting, he reminded
councillors that those exceptional
conditions had occurred three times in
the area during the last two years.

The Environment Agency’s  surface water
flooding map 
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Letters
Labour’s bin tax will create
animosity
Dear Editor,
I write in response to the desperate
attempt by South Gloucestershire Labour
councillors to justify their decision to
impose green bin charging onto local
residents (Letters, 16th January).
Everyone knows that South
Gloucestershire Council has to play its
part in helping to eliminate the national
budget deficit created by the previous
Labour Government's out-of-control public
spending. But introducing punitive new bin
taxes onto already hard-pressed residents
should be the last resort, not the first. 
Local Labour councillors claim that they
introduced their bin tax 'reluctantly', but
we have seen from over the years how
Labour politicians find it all too easy to
slap more and more taxes onto the public.
Local Labour councillors also allowed the
council's waste consultation to only
contain charging options and then they
happily ignored the public's
overwhelmingly hostile response to
charging.
Conservative councillors wanted to
squeeze more value out of the contract
that the council has with the Sita waste
contractor. But Labour councillors weren't
even prepared to defer to the next council
meeting a decision on their bin tax so that
these alternatives could be considered
and the public consulted. Labour
councillors insisted on voting through their
bin tax without delay - hardly evidence of
'reluctance' on their part!
Because of the hasty actions of local
Labour councillors, instead of Sita being
asked to do more for the many millions of
taxpayer funding that it receives every
year, local residents now have to fork out

extra on top of council tax in order to have
their green bin collected. 
This new Labour tax will lead to increased
fly-tipping, decreased recycling rates,
animosity between neighbours, and
worsen the cost of living.
Cllr Ian Adams
Councillor for Siston & Warmley
Conservative Lead on Communities
Committee, South Gloucestershire
Council

The shops that Keynsham
needs
Dear Sir,
I want to raise a concern that not only I,
but many local residents of Keynsham,
are currently discussing/wondering and
that is who is going to occupy the shops
within the new shopping quarter of
Keynsham’s High Street.
As you would expect there are lots of
‘Chinese Whispers’ as to who will be
there....some good ones and not so good
ones.
May I please raise points/thoughts as
which kind of trader(s) should be seriously
considered for our new and upcoming
High Street? 
We currently have 11 hairdressers/
barbers/beauty salons, five coffee
shops/cafes, four charity shops and three
card shops within our High Street. This is
overkill, there only so many cups of coffee
we can drink in one day, our hair does not
need cutting every week and even though
I am big on charity, we have a good
selection to choose from. Please, please,
can we not place any more of these types
of traders on our High Street?
We need shops such as Next, M&S,
Clarks Shoes, Outlet stores (includes
menswear), H&M (includes menswear)
and stationery shops on our beloved High
Street. We are an affluent town and with
Waitrose coming to town in March, which

is bringing much excitement, we need to
entice business to our town and be the
best we can. 
We have a divide of the young and the
retired, so we need to cater for both age
groups. The young will love clothes’ shops
and spend their money buying clothes,
rather than on bus fares to Bristol or Bath.
We have a high birth rate currently and
mums buy their children Clarks’ shoes,
again money will be spent locally, rather
than having to drive/bus to nearby stores.
The retired generation will enjoy M&S,
Outlet stores or shopping for
themselves/their grandchildren at Clarks.
All food for thought.
Surely the council has the power to
approach such businesses and dangle the
carrot for them to take an interest in our
town? Even offer leases that will keep our
shops open! We need to have visitors
come from all over the country and for our
traders and residents to enjoy the
rewards.
Yours sincerely
Mrs C
Keynsham

Has your child lost a toy
dog?
Dear Sir,
Rosemary's seat is about 30 yards from
the point where Steel Mills joins the
Wellsway, overlooking the valley.  For
about a month, a little fluffy toy dog has
been there. It is clearly a much-loved little
chap and of course, a child somewhere is
missing it very much.
I have now rescued it and will be delighted
if the child's mother would get in touch. It
would give me great pleasure to see it
back where it rightly belongs.
Yours faithfully
Mrs Ellis, Keynsham
Please contact The Week In and we will
get in touch with Mrs Ellis on your behalf



B&NES Council windfall
Dear Editor,
It was recently revealed that B&NES
Council will have nearly £3.5 million more
in the coming financial year than it had
originally been anticipating.
This unexpected windfall is as a result of
improving economic conditions, higher
than expected Council Tax collection and a
better-than-anticipated funding settlement
from Government.  £1.9 million of this extra
money is a one-off surplus from the past
year, of which around £300,000 has been
given to the Police Authority, whilst the rest
will become an additional on-going part of
the council’s budget.
The fact that B&NES has so much spare
cash will come as a shock to many
residents, who had been given the
impression by the Lib Dems that the
council was under huge financial strain and
being forced to cut services left, right and
centre.
To put it in context, £3.5 million is
equivalent to filling around 100,000
potholes, building a 1,000-space Park &
Ride, buying 50 new Dial-a-Ride buses, or
taking 4.5% off Council Tax.
On the 18th February, councillors meet to
set the council’s budget and decide how
this extra money should be used. To help
decide this, local Conservatives would like
to hear from residents on how this money
can best be used.  At the end of the day, it
is your money, not the council’s, and so we
believe B&NES taxpayers ought to get a
say in how it is spent.
Should it be used to reduce cutbacks
planned to services like Children’s Centres,
libraries and advice services?  Should it be
used to invest more in services such as
street cleaning, buses, road maintenance,
and leisure?  Should it simply be handed
back to local taxpayers as a rebate?  Or

should it be put aside for a rainy day in
case of further cuts in future?
Conservatives have set up an online
survey at www.bathconservative
surveys.com where you can have your say,
and we urge all local residents to get
involved and give us your ideas on how this
windfall should be used.
Yours faithfully,
Cllr Charles Gerrish,
Conservative Shadow Cabinet Member
for Community Resources

Stone is a mistake 
Dear Sir,
As someone who is saddened by the
towering new buildings dominating our
town and then seeing the appearance of
dark grey stone cladding and even darker
mortar, it is good to have the opinion of
Richard Arthur, a geologist who confirms
the views of others that this is not “local
stone”. 
Surely before they go any further, they
could admit a mistake and give us
something which blends with our town’s old
buildings? As was mentioned previously,
just compare it with the tasteful renovation
of Bath Hill School opposite. 
As I saw the previous town centre buildings
being erected, I wonder if I am the only one
who would prefer to see them back? We
could then be shortly seeing the beautiful
bank of crocus which returned each year
and the grassy space, flower beds and
graceful birch trees. No room for such
things now, but oh no, grassy spaces do
not bring the council money!
Pam Moore, Minsmere Road

Ring road traffic blow 
Dear Editor,
For many years residents whom we
represent have asked whether traffic lights
can be installed at the Wraxall Road
roundabout on the A4174 ring road to
improve access onto the ring road. 
Residents have complained to us that

particularly during rush hour, it can be
difficult to join the ring road due to the
volume of traffic on it. Consequently long
queues build up on Wraxall Road and
Tower Lane.
South Gloucestershire Council has had a
long-standing plan with money allocated to
install traffic lights at this roundabout. This
was supposed to happen after lights had
been installed on the roundabouts at the
Aspects complex at Longwell Green and at
the A420 at Warmley. 
However, over the past year, council
officers have been hinting that the small
size of the roundabout was making it
difficult to design a scheme with traffic
lights. In addition to this, we were being
told that computer modelling was showing
that traffic lights were likely to worsen the
problem of queuing on Wraxall Road and
Tower Lane.
We had not received any further updates
on this issue for over six months, then out
of the blue last Friday, we received an
email from the council informing us of a
drop-in event at the Kingswood Heritage
Museum on Thursday 6th February. The
purpose of this event is for people to find
out why proposals to install traffic lights are
being abandoned. Measures to try and
address the accident rates at the
roundabout will go ahead, but there will not
be any traffic lights.
We are deeply disappointed by this news
as we had hoped that traffic lights would
ease the problem experienced by our
residents in joining the ring road. The drop-
in session on 6th February runs from 5pm
to 7pm and we would encourage residents
to attend and quiz the council’s engineers
as to why these plans are being dropped
and whether anything else can be done to
ease the queuing problems at this
roundabout.
Yours faithfully,
Andy Perkins, Gareth Manson & 
Pat Rooney, Councillors for Woodstock
Ward, South Gloucestershire Council
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Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26

27 28

Across

Medicinal herbs (6)1
Precision (8)5
Internal structure composed of bone (8)9
Put to work (6)10
Small pasta, used in soup (10)11
Compass point (4)12
Adventurous journeys or quests (8)13
Servant (6)16
Oblique angle (6)17
Coast to which the wind is blowing (3,5)19
Sudden movement (4)21
Social elite (5-5)22
Type of flower (6)25
Stae of inactivity (8)26
Expelling air from the lungs (8)27
To rinse the mouth (6)28

Down

Connects the leg and the foot (5)2
The soft palate (5)3
Newspaper story (7)4
In maths, the area between two concentric 
circles (7)

5

These role at the end of a film (7)6
Fill up again (9)7
Combining two distinct items or styles (9)8
A reckless outlaw (9)14
Motor part (5,4)15
Wave caused by underwater eruption (7)18
Bird with erratic flight (7)19
Helps keep out noise (7)20
Relating to the moon (5)23
A type of hemp (5)24

ACROSS
1 Medicinal herbs (6)
5 Precision (8)
9 Internal structure composed of bone (8)
10 Put to work (6)
11 Small pasta, used in soup (10)
12 Compass point (4)
13 Adventurous journeys or quests (8)
16 Servant (6)
17 Oblique angle (6)
19 Coast to which the wind is blowing (3,5)
21 Sudden movement (4)
22 Social elite (5-5)
25 Type of flower (6)
26 Stae of inactivity (8)
27 Expelling air from the lungs (8)
28 To rinse the mouth (6)

DOWN
2 Connects the leg and the foot (5)
3 The soft palate (5)
4 Newspaper story (7)
5 In maths, the area between two concentric
circles (7)
6 These role at the end of a film (7)
7 Fill up again (9)
8 Combining two distinct items or styles (9)
14 A reckless outlaw (9)
15 Motor part (5,4)
18 Wave caused by underwater eruption (7)
19 Bird with erratic flight (7)
20 Helps keep out noise (7)
23 Relating to the moon (5)
24 A type of hemp (5)

MP takes up case of Keynsham
man wrongly accused of rape
A Keynsham man wrongly accused of
rape last year says he is still waiting
for an apology and to discover
whether any action is being taken
against his accuser.
David Savage, of Durley Lane, was
arrested in connection with seven
allegations of rape and other sexual
offences between March and December
2012 after a former girlfriend complained
to the police. 
Last May, a witness came forward with
information that the former girlfriend had
conspired with a third party to make
false accusations in order to get back at
Mr Savage. When the witness statement
was put to the woman, who cannot be
named for legal reasons, she withdrew
her complaint.
Mr Savage’s police bail was cancelled
and the case was classed as “no further
action decided”, which also included the
false allegations. 

After his original arrest in March 2013,
Mr Savage was interviewed by police
officers for three-quarters of an hour
before being released on bail. The
experience proved to be traumatic and
he claims it has had a significant effect
on his subsequent health. Doctors have
confirmed that he has been suffering the
effects of severe stress. 
Mr Savage wrote to Avon & Somerset
Police Commissioner Sue Mounstevens
in December. She advised him that she
had passed the matter on to Chief
Constable Nick Gargan. North East
Somerset MP Jacob Rees-Mogg has
also written to Chief Constable asking
why “those who made the allegations
are apparently not being pursued”. 
Last July, 32-year-old Leanne Black,
from South Wales was jailed for two
years at Newport Crown Court after
being found guilty of making bogus rape
claims against former boyfriends over an

eight-year period. The judge
condemned her actions, telling her that
genuine rape victims would be
undermined by her lies.
And prior to Christmas another case in
Northern Ireland saw a 23-year-old
“compulsive liar” jailed for three months
after making a false rape claim against
her boyfriend after he ended the
relationship.  Judge Desmond Marrinan
told Natasha Foster, from Ballymena,
that such wicked accusations could be
seen as an attack on the criminal justice
system.
Support groups for men falsely accused
claim that the problem doesn’t cease
once allegations have been withdrawn
or proven to be false.  According to the
Association of Chief Police Officers,
details of an accusation such as the one
made against Mr Savage normally
remain on police records for six years.
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Around 100 campaigners packed into the council chamber
at Kingswood Civic Centre last Wednesday to show their
support for the promised minor injuries unit at Cossham
Hospital which is now in doubt.
The community hospital reopened a year ago after a £20m
refurbishment and provides the area’s only midwife-led birth centre,

as well as a renal dialysis unit, X-ray and
scanning department, physiotherapy
and outpatient appointments.
A minor injuries unit (MIU) was also part
of the deal drawn up in 2009 when the
hospital was saved from closure, but
now health chiefs are thinking of using
the accommodation set aside for the
MIU as the base for a rapid assessment
service for frail, elderly patients.

At the meeting of South Gloucestershire Council’s Public Health
and Health Scrutiny Committee, health managers were keen to
stress that no decision had been made. They also announced there
were plans to base an out-of-hours unit for GP practices at
Cossham from May, which is when Frenchay Hospital closes.The
move away from the promised MIU has caused anger among local
people who fought to keep Cossham open when local health
managers proposed it be closed.
Among the speakers at the meeting was a leading light in the
original campaign to keep Cossham open, Reg Bennett. He told the
meeting that people in the Kingswood area wanted the NHS to
“finish the job they were commissioned to do”.
Campaigners say the fact that Frenchay Hospital, with its A&E
department, is closing this summer means that local people
needing urgent medical treatment are faced with the prospect of a
journey into Bristol to the BRI or across the city to Southmead
Hospital, which is badly served by public transport.
A letter was also read out from Kingswood’s Conservative MP Chris
Skidmore who said: “The business plan drawn up in 2009 clearly
stated that along with the current new hospital facilities, there would
be a minor injuries unit at Cossham. This was agreed not only in
principle, but with the agreement of the local community. I
understand that the South West Commissioning Support at North
Bristol NHS is now reconsidering its options.
“I would therefore urge the committee to send a strong message of
support for Cossham Hospital and a minor injuries unit to be
installed there. If plans emerge otherwise, I would respectfully
request that the committee uses its powers to refer any potential
decision to the Independent Reconfiguration Panel. ”
And Labour’s Jo McCarron, who is aiming to oust Mr Skidmore at
the General Election, addressed the meeting. She said: “It’s a
complete breach of trust to deny local people the services they
were promised – I will do all I can to work with the community on
the growing campaign to demand a better deal at Cossham and
Frenchay.”
The committee heard from health chiefs that experience nationally
and locally at Yate has been that minor injuries services do not
necessarily result in a proportionate reduction in attendances at
hospital Emergency Departments.
But Veteran Kings Chase councillor Terry Walker got cheers and a

round of applause when he told the meeting: “A minor injuries unit
was promised and that’s what we want.”
A further report on Cossham’s facilities will be brought to the next
meeting of the Public Health and Health Scrutiny Committee and it
is envisaged that a plan will be set out to involve local people in a
wider discussion.

100 campaigners show their anger at plans to
axe Cossham Hospital’s minor injuries unit

Reg Bennett

Jo McCarron, Labour parliamentary candidate addressing the
committee
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The air ambulance landed in the centre of Keynsham last
Tuesday afternoon after being called to help an elderly man in
need in the High Street.

Three ambulance crews also attended. Screens were put up in
the street near Church’s Newsagents as medics worked on the
patient, believed to be in his 80s.
In the event the helicopter, which landed on the grassed area
near the Hawthorns home, was not used and the patient was
taken to Frenchay Hospital by road instead.
His condition is not known.

More than five acres of green space next to the former
Blackberry Hill Hospital in Fishponds has this month been
officially registered as a town green.
The Snuff Mills Action Group, Fishponds Local History Society
and others fought to protect the land, known as Laundry Field,
between the hospital and Oldbury Park Common, from
development.
Residents had feared that the Homes and Communities Agency
(HCA) would build on the land following its deal to buy the
hospital. 

Keynsham 

Air ambulance lands
after 999 call

Laundry Field is protected 

A Fishponds-based charity that works with young disabled
people is looking for volunteers.
Young and Free, based at the Vassall Centre, is a buddying and
befriending service for people aged 16 to 25 with physical or
sensory impairments.
It provides social activities for disabled and non-disabled
volunteers to socialise together and make friends with people of
similar ages. Events take place all around Bristol and include
bowling, theatre trips, meals out, discos and quizzes.
Sometimes there are coach trips further afield. 
The charity receives no support from the government and
independently fundraises and relies on the generosity of
individuals and other charitable organisations to fund its work. 
If you are interested in getting involved with Young & Free, either
as a member or volunteer, contact project co-ordinator Laura
Whittle on 0777 625 2320 or email her -
enquiries@youngandfreecharity.co.uk

This year is the Brownies’ 100th birthday and they are
celebrating with The Big Brownie Birthday Challenge.
The 16th Longwell Green Brownies have set themselves the
challenge of trying to get everyone in their community who is, or
ever has been, a Brownie to put a light or torch in their window
between 7pm and 9pm on Wednesday 12th February to
celebrate World Thinking Day. 
The Brownies will be taking pictures to include in a special scrap
book. 

Charity seeks buddies for
young disabled people

Brownies light up
Longwell Green
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80 things to do in Kingswood Park
Kingswood Park celebrates its 80th
anniversary this year and people are being
invited to a meeting next month to talk about
ways the community can celebrate.
A South Gloucestershire Council
spokesperson said: “Kingswood Park was
created back in 1934 and to help celebrate its
80th anniversary, there are lots of exciting
events happening here over 2014, including
our Family Fun Day in May. 
“The council is on the lookout for people to join
a new friends’ group and we will soon be

launching the Kingswood Park Challenge: 80
things to do in the park. So from having a
picnic to reading stories in the park, we will be
encouraging people to complete the challenge
over the course of the year.
“The new friends’ group will be involved in
setting up the challenge, including creating a
community garden, so if you are interested in
joining us, a meeting takes place at the Park
Centre, Kingswood on Tuesday 25th February
at 6pm.
“A Big Spring Clean event is also due to take

place in the park on
Saturday 15th March
between 1pm and 3pm, so
if you love your park, then
why not come along and
join us. All equipment
including litter pickers and
bin bags will be supplied by
South Gloucestershire
Council”.

Do any readers have
pictures of Kingswood Park
when it opened in 1934? 

Retirement
club needs
an organiser
Hanham Community
Centre is looking for help to
organise and run a 
Thursday afternoon club
for retired people.
The current organisers, Mr
& Mrs Batten, and their
committee of helpers have
run this club for many
years but are now looking
to hand over the reins. 
The role involves booking
entertainment, organising
tea and coffee and
generally making sure the
afternoon runs smoothly. 
The club is in danger of
being lost for future
members if help cannot be
found. If you are interested,
contact the office at
Hanham Community
Centre on 0117 967 4439
for more information.
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Situations Vacant

Friends In Need are a group of volunteer co-ordinators and
drivers who arrange transport for the elderly and housebound
in Keynsham and Saltford who cannot manage on public

transport to hospitals in
Bristol and Bath.
Are you a driver and have a
few hours to spare and
would like to do a very
worthwhile and need job in
the community? 
Mileage expenses are paid.
Contact Mary Face on
0117 9863960 or e mail
c.face@btinternet.com

URGENTLY NEEDED
VOLUNTEER DRIVERS

LQ
LQ
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OUT & ABOUT
Your guide to eating, drinking
and entertainment in February

New exhibition from
‘Pete the Street’
More than 100 new oil paintings and drawings celebrating the
streets of Bath, captured in all sorts of weather, will be on display at
Bath & North East Somerset Council’s Victoria Art Gallery from
Saturday 8th February to 27th March.

Created by Bath-based artist
Peter Brown (more
commonly known as ‘Pete
the Street’ – due to his habit
of working outdoors come
rain, sleet or shine) the works
of art include scenes of
Widcombe, Laura Place,
Hedgemead Park, Lansdown
and Milson Street and
experiencing sunshine,
showers, rain and snow.
'Keep the home fires burning'
is the fifth exhibition by Peter
Brown to be shown at the

Victoria Art Gallery. The first four were so popular, with local
residents and visitors to the area alike, that Peter has been invited
back to once again show his unique interpretations of Bath.
Mr Brown has also produced an audio-guide commentary for some
of the paintings in his show – offering visitors a personal guided tour.
He says of his work: “When it rains the whole composition’s
transformed and when you get a really good heavy rain I get very
excited about how Bath changes. I try and protect the canvas as
much as I can and then I really have very limited time to actually get
the paint on. I stop painting when I’m absolutely soaked through.
Although the energy of it will have come in the pouring rain, I’ll come
back on an overcast day to work on the detail.”
Admission to this exhibition will cost £2 including a free audio-guide.
Children enter free. All works will be for sale.
The Victoria Art Gallery, near Pulteney Bridge in Bath, is open
Tuesday to Saturday 10am to 5pm, Sunday 1.30pm to 5pm. The
Gallery is closed on Mondays. Admission to the permanent
collection galleries is free. 
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OUT & ABOUT
Your guide to eating, drinking and entertainment in February

Quiz night
A fun quiz night with a bring and share supper will take place in the
church room behind St Bartholomew’s Church at Wick on Saturday
22nd February.
The quiz, which starts at 6pm,will suit all ages and abilities. Tickets
are £2 per person. Email thehewetts@blueyonder.co.uk or call 0117
960 8628.

Charity event for Macmillan

Free rides at Avon Valley Railway

Diana outfits on
display at museum

If you live in postcode areas BS30 or BS31 then you could enjoy a
free ride on the Avon Valley Railway next Sunday (9th February).
Places will be available on the 2.45pm and 4pm trains on production
of a utility bill or other proof or address. 
Development Manager David Cole said ‘We’re running a special
train over the lunchtime for guests from other heritage railways
around the country. We thought it would be a nice gesture to
welcome our neighbours later in the day to see what we do."

A new exhibition has opened in Bath featuring outfits worn by Diana,
Princess of Wales and B&NES residents can visit for free.
The exhibition at the Fashion Museum celebrates over 50 years of
the British fashion house Bellville Sassoon. It opened on Saturday,
25th January and will run all year.
The centrepiece of the display is three ensembles designed by
Bellville Sassoon for Diana, Princess of Wales, including the ‘going-
away’ outfit that she wore as a young bride in July 1981.
Bellville Sassoon has designed clothes for a host of famous names
including Jackie Kennedy, Audrey Hepburn, Elizabeth Taylor and
Madonna.”
The Fashion Museum is open daily from 10.30am to 4pm and is
managed by B&NES Council and entry is free all year round to local
residents on production of their Discovery Card. 
To find out more visit www.bathnes.gov.uk/discoverycard, email
discoverycard@bathnes.gov.uk or call 01225 477785.

Picture credit: “Fashion Museum, Bath & North East Somerset Council” 

Come along to the Fry Club, Keynsham, on Saturday 1st February
for an evening of live music, with a number of fantastic local bands
playing a range of modern and classic rock, blues and more.  
Tickets cost £5 and all proceeds go to Macmillan Cancer Support.
Contact Rachel on 0779 230 3973 or email Rachel-
Eleanor@hotmail.com for information and to book your tickets. 
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Whitchurch 

Derelict church site to
be developed

Warmley 

Council blunder sees
conservation trees felled

Jobs fair in Warmley
Keynsham 

Guild speaker

Residents and churchgoers are celebrating after an ambitious
scheme to redevelop derelict St Augustine’s in Whitchurch was
finally given the go-ahead.
Following almost four years of hard work by a team drawn from
the congregation, Knightstone Housing Association will now
redevelop the site with a church worship and community centre
alongside affordable housing. 

The church, on the corner of Whitchurch Lane and East Dundry
Road, has been derelict for years with the congregation moving
over the road to worship at Bridge Farm School. As part of the
development the existing semi-derelict church and vicarage on
the site will be demolished.
The deal was brokered by Colliers International’s Consulting
and Agency team on behalf of the Bristol Diocesan Board of
Finance.
Rev Canon Nick Hay said he was excited about the deal to
redevelop the site: “We have been on the case for about three
and a half years and are delighted the deal has finally
happened. We will be cracking open a bottle of Champagne at
our church service.”

Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore, who has already held jobs fairs
at Longwell Green, Hanham, Mangotsfield, Kingswood,
Emersons Green, and Cadbury Heath, has another one planned
at Warmley Community Centre on Friday 21st February from
10am to noon.
Mr Skidmore says the fairs have been attended by over 1,000
people, with hundreds of jobs on offer at each. 

The guest speaker at the next meeting of St Keyna
Townswomen’s Guild on Tuesday 11th February will be Mrs S
Marshfield and her subject is entitled Lasting Impressions.
The Guild meets on the second Tuesday of each month in the
Fear Hall between 9.45am and 11.45am. 
The friendly and outgoing group of ladies enjoy interesting
speakers and numerous sub-group outings and activities. You
will be made most welcome.  

Tony Olpin and Nick Barrett
at Warmley Clock Tower

A council blunder has seen some trees that were in the Warmley
Conservation Area felled.
But Tree Preservation Order status has been granted to the
surviving trees next to the Warmley Clock Tower by South
Gloucestershire Council following intense lobbying by district
councillors Nick Barrett and Tony Olpin.
It transpired that the council had incorrectly allowed some trees
to be felled by a contractor.
In a statement the councllors said: “Trees are an important part
of our local environment and so we were horrified when the
council incorrectly advised a contractor that the trees next to
Warmley Clock Tower were not in the Conservation Area
because this ultimately resulted in their destruction.
"We managed to get work stopped in time to save the remaining
trees and they now have the added protection of Tree
Preservation Order status, which should safeguard their future.”
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The Grim Reaper appeared in Hanham High Street this
week as it was announced that another shop is to close.
The Cat Flap, which supports Bristol’s League for Cats, will
close in March, blaming the lack of parking for customers and
people dropping off donations. 
Last autumn Hanham Eyecare closed, also saying its
customers could not find anywhere to park.

Traders gathered with the
Grim Reaper outside The
Cat Flap on Monday to
highlight how bad trading
has become since
Hanham Community
Centre enforced its private
car park status last year.
The trustees have said
they acted to protect their
patrons.
Among the traders who
gathered to talk to us was
Julie Rice, who runs
Katwalk Kids. She says
trade has dipped since the
parking ban and there are
days when she does not

take anything. She is considering closing the shop and just
selling online.
Meanwhile Aphrodite’s salon has started a petition highlighting
the parking problem. In just three days, 41 customers had
signed it, saying they have had problems finding somewhere to
park.

Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore has been in discussion with
Tesco, which has permission to build a store on the old
Kleeneze site, to see if people can park there. No work has
started on the store yet.
He said this week: “I have been on the phone several times to
their corporate affairs manager for the South West.  I have been
told Tesco are keen to help and are investigating the possibility
of around 20-30 spaces on the Kleeneze site, subject to any
permissions and costs. I hope we can get the parking spaces in
place as soon as possible.”
Meanwhile Richard McKenzie, company secretary of The Aerial
Man, who borrowed the Grim Reaper outfit from fancy dress
shop Harlequin, said that one idea traders had to increase the
number of parking spaces was to ask South Glos Council to re-
plan Laburnum Road car park. He said there was wasted space
there, where recycling bins used to be.

Another shop to close in struggling Hanham

Saltford 

Santa Dash raises £13,700
The first ever Santa Dash around Saltford last month raised an
amazing £13,700, far exceeding the original aim to install a
defibrillator at the local sports ground.  

Last week race organiser Roger Spooner handed over the
cheque to the charity CRY (Cardiac Risk in the Young) together
with David Boulton, father of Jack, the Saltford teenager who
died tragically in 2009 while playing football.

Hanham traders and the 'Grim Reaper' outside the Cat Flap

Holly Isom, from Aphrodite’s, with the
petition set up by the salon
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Building Services

Building ServicesBuilding Services

Directory & What’s On

Car Services

G D MEEK
Your local builder
Structural alterations
Property maintenance
Partitions
Carpentry
Insurance work
Garden walls

T: 0117 932 5706
M: 07770 303807

Alternative Health

Appliance Repairs

DEADLINE FOR PLACING DIRECTORY ADVERTS 
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Blinds

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Architectural
Drawings

Carers
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Directory & What’s On
Car Services

Carpentry

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Dance Lessons

Carpet Cleaning

Computers / IT

Catering

Driveways

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym. T:
0117 986 1000.

Electrical

Electrical

TP CARPENTRY
All domestic work

professionally done from
carpentry, plumbing,

building and decorating
Free, no obligation

estimates
Over 40 years experience
Efficient, friendly & reliable

service
0117 3306404
07947 042027

Events

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Furniture Makers
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Garden Services

Joinery

Logs

Directory & What’s On

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Home Maintenance

Home Help

Hypnotherapy

Hair & Beauty

Garden Services

R J SHORT.  Washing,
ironing and house cleaning
services. T: 07970 400801

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Locksmiths
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Directory & What’s On
Logs

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Painting
& Decorating

Painting
& Decorating

Pest Control

Pawn Brokers
Pallets

Plastering

Plumbers

Plumbers
P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

C P WHITTLE Fully qualified.
Interior and exterior
decoration. References if
required. Call 07760 324900
or 0117 967 8845 

Pet Services
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Directory & What’s On

Waste Disposal

TV & Aerials

Taxis

Therapies

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

Window Cleaners

Venue Hire

Stair Repairs

Podiatry

Plumbers UniformsSewing Lessons

Printing

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks
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Planning Applications  
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St George 

Council closes loss-making
kiosk cafe in park

B&NES Council discovers
£1.9m tax windfall
With B&NES Council due to set its budget for the next financial
year, news has emerged of a £1.9m windfall this year. 
Finance officers have reported that better-than-anticipated
collection of council tax this year has accounted for the surplus.
As a result, the collection figure has been revised upwards by
£1.1m for 2014/15. 
At the January council meeting, a lengthy debate over proposed
cuts to the children's services’ budget, the Liberal Democrat led
council announced an extra £500,000 would be made available
next year but Conservative opposition councillors are calling for
more to be done with the extra cash.
Conservative shadow resources spokesman Charles Gerrish
commented: “Obviously the council will continue to face
challenges in the years ahead, but I think residents will be pretty
surprised to hear that B&NES has far more money available
than it had been letting on.
“Some of this money may need to be put aside to protect
against further cuts in future, but it is not good financial
management for the Lib Dems to simply sit on a pile of money
until election year when vital services are being cut now and
fees and charges are being hiked.”
B&NES' 2014/15 budget will be fixed at the next full council
meeting at the Bath Guildhall on Tuesday 18th February
(6.30pm).
See also Letters page 11

Bristol City Council has announced that the kiosk cafe in St
George Park is temporarily closed as of last weekend. 
The council said: “St George Park kiosk is costing more money
than it is currently generating and regrettably this is not
sustainable.”

The kiosk will remain closed until a suitable candidate is
selected to manage and operate the service.
It will soon be advertised by the council’s Corporate Property
Services to attract potential candidates and the aim is to reopen
it in the very near future. 
The council says the new lease will require the new operator to
work closely with the community.

St George set to bloom this summer
A new organisation called St George in
Bloom is aiming to bring communities
together, brighten up the area and create a
sense of civic pride.
Organisers are inviting residents, streets and
community groups, parks and open spaces,
allotments, schools, local businesses, shops
and faith groups to set up displays of flowers,
fruit, vegetables and herbs within hanging
baskets, tubs, window boxes and garden
displays this summer.
There will be a competition, which will be free
to enter, with awards in various categories. 
Grenville Johnson, chair of Kensington Road
Residents’ Association and Neighbourhood
Watch, said: “I set up St George in Bloom at
the end of 2013 in order to build on the
success that my residents’ association at
Kensington Road achieved last year when
they won the Gordon Ford Trophy for the best
neighbourhood entry in South West in Bloom,
along with our award of ‘outstanding’ from the
Royal Horticultural Society for ‘It’s Your
Neighbourhood’ for the fourth consecutive
year.
“We will be entering St George in Bloom for

the South West in Bloom’s Pennant category
this summer, and the judges will visit in July.” 
The committee would like to hear from any
local companies or businesses in St George
who would like to sponsor the St George in
Bloom event this summer or help in any way.
They have already received an offer of
sponsorship from one St George-based
company. 
St George in Bloom is also planning to set up
four wildflower sites and organisers have
applied to the city council for funding. The
proposed sites are at Plummer's Hill open
space, Furber Road open space, Dundridge
playing fields and Netham House.  These are
in addition to the wildflower meadow in St
George Park.
St George in Bloom’s next committee meeting
will be on Wednesday 19th February.
For more information contact Grenville
Johnson on 0117 949 6788 or email
victorianhouse@blueyonder.co.uk

Meadows
also planned
for the
Fishponds 
Colourful flower meadows
are being planned in the
Greater Fishponds Neigh-
bourhood Partnership
area too. 
The locations identified
are Quadrant West in
Hillfields, Snowdon Road
open space, off Manor
Road in Fishponds, and
the grassed area within
the M32 Eastville
roundabout.
They will be planted with
an annual seed mix,
consisting of British native
species of wildflower
plants. They will also
provide a wonderful
display in time for the
summer visit of the South
West in Bloom judges.
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St George school shows
its green credentials

Keynsham 

Teenage boy freed after
road accident

A school in St George has come top in a Bristol City Council
recycling competition.
New figures show there has been a 45 per cent rise this school
year in the amount of food waste recycled by Bristol schools,
compared with 2011-12.
The city council ran a competition and the top three schools
were Air Balloon Hill in St George, Victoria Park Primary in
Bedminster and St Anne’s Infants in Brislington, which achieved
food waste recycling results of 83%, 82% and 77% respectively.
Of the 98 participating Bristol schools, the average food waste
recycling rate was 44%.
Air Balloon Hill Primary’s headteacher Rob Worsford said: “All of
us at Air Balloon are very proud to be the most successful in
terms of food waste recycling. For many years we have made
reducing, re-using and recycling a very important part of
learning and school life.
"We see the value of being a green school and think it is vital
that the children understand the issues so that hopefully we all
have a brighter and greener future."
Cllr Gus Hoyt, Assistant Mayor with responsibility for
Environment, Neighbourhoods and Council Housing, said: “The
work put in by not just the winning school, but by all of the
schools that took part in the competition is very impressive.”
In 2009 Bristol schools had an average recycling rate (which
includes food waste and all other recyclables) of just 4%. This
increased to over 6% in 2010, 11% in 2011 and 33% in 2012.

Find out more about
new primary school

Sensory garden plan
wins Lottery funding

Parents thinking of sending their children to the new primary
school which is opening in Redfield in September are invited to
find out more on Tuesday, 4th February.
To find out more about the school, which is opening on the
corner of Avonvale Road and Victoria Avenue, and to meet the
education provider Education Together, parents are invited to
attend one of two meetings being held. 
The first is from 9.30am to 11.30am at Bethesda Methodist
Church on Church Road and there is another in the evening at
the City Academy in Russell Town Avenue from 7.30pm to 9pm.
Admissions for reception places at the new Redfield Education
Together Primary Academy are open until 31st March. For more
information call 0117 377 3638.

Green-fingered residents are celebrating after winning National
Lottery cash to transform an outside space into a sensory
garden.
The tenants at Hawthorn Court Extra Care scheme in
Keynsham, run by Sirona Care & Health and Curo, plan to
create raised flower beds, a water feature and install a pergola
in the new garden.
Dennis May, chairman of the Hawthorn Court residents'
association, was helped with the application for the Big Lottery
Fund by Vicki Tranter, extra care manager at Hawthorn.
He said: “We are delighted. It will help improve quality of life for
everyone and we can enjoy nature at its best in this outdoor
space. The area is somewhere to go in good weather where we
can sit and talk; at the moment it’s overgrown and full of weeds.”
Vicki said: “Curo has been brilliant and have said they will help
to clear the beds for us and we are looking for other volunteers
to help us with the project which will really make a difference for
all our residents.”
The tenants won the Silver Award in the community groups
category of Keynsham in Bloom in 2013 and are hoping the
Lottery cash will help them go for gold.

A teenage boy had to be freed after his leg became caught
under a van in Keynsham.
The accident happened at 4.10pm on Friday in Park Road. 

An Avon & Somerset police spokesman said: “A 16-year-old boy
on a moped somehow - it’s thought the van reversed - got his
leg trapped underneath. 
“Ambulance and police attended and the patient was freed by
about 4.20pm. 
He suffered minor injuries and went to the Royal United Hospital
in Bath for a check-up.”

Picture shows residents at Hawthorn Court in Keynsham before their
garden is transformed



Wellsway School’s Under 14 netball team completed their most
successful season yet by finishing 3rd in the South West
Schools Regional Netball finals at Bournemouth last weekend. 
This season Wellsway’s U14 girls have already won the B&NES
State School league and tournament double for the second year
running. They also won the Bath Area qualifying tournament for
the National Schools tournament and then came 2nd in the
County Round, enabling them to qualify for the Regional Finals
in Bournemouth. Only last week they were winners of the
Wesport Level 3 Games Finals held at UWE.

The U14 squad (pictured) is:  Lucy Brown, Amy Dixon, Ella
Goodland, Erin Hanratty, Lucy Harrison, Georgia Hennessy,
Freya Money, Martha Scott, Millie Stanford, Alice Woodbridge. 
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Crossword Solution
S A L V I A A C C U R A C Y

N E R N R E R
S K E L E T O N E M P L O Y

L U I U D L S
V E R M I C E L L I E A S T

L U T N O
O D Y S S E Y S S K I V V Y

E P S E
A S L A N T L E E S H O R E

P R S A A
J E R K U P P E R C L A S S

R P N W P U I
D A H L I A I D L E N E S S

D U M N U A A
C O U G H I N G G A R G L E

Play Bowls Week will run in Bath & North East Somerset from
Saturday 1st February to Sunday 9th February and is a chance
to try the fun and social sport for free.
The week is being organised by the West of England Sport Trust
(Wesport) and involves both Saltford and Wellsway Short Mat
Bowls clubs.

Saltford Bowls Club’s open session is on Wednesday 5th
February from 1.30pm to 4.30pm at Saltford Hall and Wellsway
Bowls Club’s open session is on the same day from 7pm to
10pm at Wellsway Sports Centre.
For Saltford’s open session contact Joan Hamblin on 01225
872389 and for Wellsway’s Judith Sawyer on 01225 872780.

Bowls 

Roll up, roll up and
play bowls

St Brendan's Sixth Form College’s football team welcomed
unbeaten Strode College from Street in Somerset for a match in
the British Colleges Sports (BCS) League, and produced a
fantastic team performance and 3-0 win. 
St Brendan's dominated the first half, going in 1-0 up at the
break, thanks to a headed goal from Harvey Baker following
good work from Sam Kitson on the left. Elliott Etheridge, in the
home goal, kept the side ahead, producing a great save from
distance. The second half was also dominated by the home
team, with a goal from Jacob Saunders and an unfortunate own
goal following good pressure by Tristan Jamieson. 
Man of the Match was awarded to St Brendan’s stand-in captain
Bailey Egan, who worked tirelessly all game in the centre of
midfield.

St Brendan’s Sixth Form College (in gold) vs. Strode College

Football 

St Brendan's end
Strode’s unbeaten run

Netball 

Wellsway U14
netball girls 3rd
in South West 
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Sudoku Solutions
2 9 1 6 4 8 5 3 7
3 6 7 9 5 2 1 8 4
5 4 8 1 3 7 2 6 9
7 2 9 5 8 1 3 4 6
6 1 3 7 9 4 8 2 5
8 5 4 2 6 3 7 9 1
1 3 2 4 7 6 9 5 8
4 8 5 3 1 9 6 7 2
9 7 6 8 2 5 4 1 3

4 6 3 2 8 1 7 9 5
8 2 5 7 6 9 4 1 3
7 9 1 5 3 4 2 8 6
1 7 9 8 4 6 3 5 2
6 4 2 3 9 5 1 7 8
3 5 8 1 7 2 9 6 4
2 8 6 9 1 3 5 4 7
5 1 7 4 2 8 6 3 9
9 3 4 6 5 7 8 2 1

2 -Hard1-Easy

Rugby   

Keynsham Rugby Club
defies the weather

Longwell Green Sports Youth

Keynsham Town suffered a setback in their battle against relegation
after a 4-2 home reverse against Corsham Town last Saturday. 
The game started brightly in bizarre conditions, with a gale-force
wind blowing across Crown Fields. Keynsham settled the better and

centre-forward Pat
Davison saw his
deflected shot hit the
post with just two
minutes played. At the
other end, the Ks
keeper Matt Dunk was
out quickly to close
down a threat from
Corsham’s winger on
five minutes. But it was
Keynsham who took the
lead in the 15th minute.
Ryan Ashwood broke
down the right flank and
delivered a superb
cross, picking out Pat

Davison who expertly headed past the keeper. They were then two
up on 33 minutes with Syzmon Gromek’s easy tap-in from another
Davison header. However, Corsham played their way back into the
game on 39 minutes, with their forward racing through to calmly slot
the ball past Keynsham stopper Matt Dunk. That left the score at 2-
1 going into the interval.
The second half saw a fantastic display from the Corsham No.9,
Booker Woodford, who bagged himself a hat-trick after a quiet first
half. In the 57th minute, he ran on to a through ball and finished
calmly into the bottom corner. Things soon became worse for
Keynsham, as he buried a free header at the far post in the 61st
minute. Then on 78 minutes, he again finished in style from another
through ball. The Ks then spurned two glorious opportunities in the
final five minutes to pull a goal back and give the loyal home fans a
grandstand finish. The defeat leaves Keynsham four points above
the relegation zone.
Next up for the Ks are two tough league games. Firstly they visit
Almondsbury UWE on Saturday 1st February (kick-off 3pm),
followed by a home game at the AJN Stadium against Shepton
Mallet on Tuesday 4th February (kick-off 7.45pm).
In the meantime, the club have announced the results of the
December 500 Club draw as follows:
1st Prize - £50 – Simon White
2nd Prize - £30 – Dominic Meek
3rd Prizes – 3 x £10 – Louise Cains, Martin Coles & Scott Greatorex

Following being awarded the prestigious Community Club status
last year, Longwell Green Sports Youth continue to grow and
develop, with 24 junior sides linked to four senior teams.
Each year they take in a large number of new boys and girls who
will be leaving pre-school and starting in reception at primary school
in September. For more information email goaliegriff@tiscali.co.uk
or visit www.longwellgreensportsjfc.co.uk

Full marks to the club and ground staff for having the pitch in such
good condition, enabling Saturday’s first team game against Old
Bristolians to take place. Also to the players of both sides for
dealing so well with the almost apocalyptic weather conditions
prevailing. It was never going to be pretty but both sides gave it
their all from the outset. A sin-binning towards the end of the first
half gave Keynsham the opportunity of exerting continuous
pressure on the visitors’ try line, and, on the stroke of half time
they were awarded a penalty try which was converted by Paul
Edson.
The second half saw a more expansive game being attempted by
both sides and vey secure home defence stopped Old Bristolians
making any progress on the score sheet while the local boys
added 2 fine tries, one of which was converted by Edson. The first
effort saw Tom Cheney, on his return from a long injury lay off
complete a movement where backs and forwards combined well,
dot the ball down over the line. The second was an even better
one when Edson scooped the ball to replacement scrum half
James Wetton from broken play; Wetton made a fine break from
inside his own half and put a delightful chip through for winger
James Hurrell Smith to beat the defence and grab the touchdown.
The final score was 19-0.
The sole positive to come from the only other game to defy the
weather was that 20 players got some exercise for the 2nds in a
64 points to nil drubbing at Old Redcliffians RFC.
Winners in the Dennis Cockbaine Club draw for January were
John Graham £100 and Mark Wetmore £50.

Keynsham wing, James Hurrell-Smith, rounding his opponent at
the Crown Field on Saturday (Richard Angell).

Football 

Home defeat for
Keynsham Town FC

Pat Davison celebrates after scoring
against Corsham
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