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Credit Union opens
Cadbury Heath

As an alternative to high cost credit lenders, a Credit Union
was launched this week to help struggling families in
South Gloucestershire.
Bristol Credit Union is providing banking services at the Juice
Community Project offices in Newton Road, Cadbury Heath.

BCU’s services were opened on Tuesday afternoon by Cllr Ian
Boulton, chairman of South Gloucestershire Council.
He said: “South Gloucestershire’s first Credit Union branch in
Cadbury Heath will provide a valuable service to the district.
The new branch will ensure residents have access to fair and
affordable banking services, offer an alternative to lenders that
often charge extortionate interest rates, and hopefully help
prevent vulnerable people from becoming trapped by debt.”
Credit Unions can offer cheaper banking because they are nonprofit making organisations run for the benefit of their
customers who are also members. For example, BCU is owned
by its membership of over 6,500 people.

Subject to individual circumstances, BCU offers loans that start
at interest rates of less than 10% APR and are capped – by law
– at 27%. In comparison some payday loan companies offer
loans with interest rates of over 1,500%.
Janice Suffolk, director at Juice, said: “To become a member of
Bristol Credit Union you need £3.50. That’s £2.50 to become a
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member and £1 to open an account. Thanks to the support of
South Gloucestershire Council, the first 25 people to open an
account will become members for free.”
Last month Juice opened a foodbank. The Credit Union and
foodbank are part of a one-stop-shop of services provided by
the project to support people and families struggling in the
current economic climate.
Further
details
about
BCU
can
be
found
at
www.bristolcreditunion.org or by calling Juice at 01454 302
302.
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Tributes paid to Kingswood
man following tragic death
A cyclist who died after being found unconscious in
Soundwell has been named as Richard McCarthy, a wellknown Kingswood Labour Party activist.
What happened to the 48-year-old in the early hours of Boxing
Day is unclear. He was found unconscious by a motorist on
Church Road and was treated for a cardiac arrest at the scene.
He was taken to Frenchay Hospital, where he died on Monday
30th December.

Police have launched an investigation and have asked for
anyone who saw him come off his bike to contact the Collision
Investigation Unit on 101.

The coroner has been informed about Mr McCarthy’s death. As
we went to print, an inquest had not yet been opened.

how proud she was of him.

Mr McCarthy had spent Christmas Day with his sister Jenny
Rosser, 46, and her family and was on his way home to his
home in Bolton Lane, near Kings Chase Shopping Centre,
when he was found on Church Road.

She described him as “a man who fought passionately to make
the world a better place” and that he was “a truly good soul who
will be sorely missed”.

His family revealed that, as he would have wanted, some of his
organs were donated, including his kidneys.

Mr McCarthy and his sister were brought up in a children’s
home in Frenchay. He won a scholarship to the independent
school QEH in Bristol and went on to study at Oxford University.
He worked as a French-English translator and lived in France
for many years.
At the time of his death he was unemployed but was switching
career to become a horticulturist and this month had been due
to start a garden design course at City of Bristol College.

Jo McCarron, Labour’s prospective candidate for Kingswood at
next year’s General Election, paid tribute to Mr McCarthy, who
helped her with her selection and was doing research for her.

Bristol East MP Kerry McCarthy also spoke of her sadness at
his sudden death. And Martin Farmer, councillor for Cadbury
Heath and the secretary of Kingswood Constituency Labour
Party, called him a “hardworking, loyal comrade for Kingswood
Labour”.

Mrs Rosser said that on Christmas Day she had told her brother
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Grab a January
furniture bargain
in Keynsham

A second-hand furniture sale is being held by Bath & North East
Somerset Council on Saturday 18th January from 10am to noon at
the old MoD building (next to the recycling centre) at Pixash Lane,
Keynsham.

Store Twenty One
closes down
Emersons Green

The clothing and homeware shop Store Twenty One at Emersons
Green closed down last Thursday.
It is understood that the unit will now be divided into two, with
Poundland and Pets at Home lined up as the new tenants.

There will be a variety of items on sale, all of which have been
brought to the council’s recycling centres by residents and are in
good enough condition for reuse.

Instead of being recycled or sent to landfill, they are being offered
first to residents. There will be a selection of furniture such as
sofas, coffee tables, cupboards, dining tables and chairs, chests of
drawers on sale (cash only) at bargain prices.

The Week in
Store Twenty One, which also has a branch in Regent Street in
Kingswood, did not want to renew its lease at Emersons Green
and Prudential Pensions, owners of the retail centre, last summer
applied for and got permission from South Gloucestershire
Council to divide the property.
There were long queues at the check-out on the final day of
trading with shoppers keen to snap up a bargain.
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Panto ticket money
stolen in break-in
Hanham

Hanham Players, who are this week staging
Aladdin at the Community Centre, are reeling
after a break-in saw thieves escape with cash,
most of it panto ticket money.

The show goes on for the Hanham Players

have been handed to the police.

The show – the Players’ 20th pantomime opened yesterday (Wednesday 8th January)
and runs until Sunday 12th January with a
matinee on Saturday afternoon.
Kevin said: “We would encourage people to
come along to help offset this loss.”
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A holidaymaker who died
after being swept out to sea
at Croyde Bay in north
Devon on New Year’s Eve
was from Kingswood.

It is believed that the 42year-old got into difficulty
while bodyboarding in rough
seas shortly after 11am.

Kevin Lawrence, treasurer of Hanham Players
and the chairman of Hanham Community
Centre, said that during the Boxing Day raid
the intruders took a “considerable” amount of
money from the office safe. CCTV images

Thieves broke in through an office window

Kingswood
woman dies after
being swept out
to sea at Croyde

Tickets start at £6. To book call 0117 9674439
or visit www.hanhamplayers.org

Despite search attempts by
a search and rescue
helicopter,
coastguard
rescue and lifeboat crews
she could not be found until
she was removed from the
water at around 1pm.
She was airlifted to North
Devon District Hospital
where attempts to revive her
were unsuccessful.

It is understood that the
woman, whose name has
not yet been released to the
media, was on holiday with
her family.
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Flooding continues to
Flooding has continued to hit communities near the
rivers Avon, Chew and Boyd, including Keynsham,
Saltford, Hanham and Bitton.
There were reports of some boats sinking at Hanham and our
picture shows how high the water has been by The Chequers.

Further along the River Avon at Crews Hole, the water was
lapping over the road last Friday and for a time the waterside
footpath by Butlers Walk was submerged.

“Following a structural inspection by B&NES engineers, the
pedestrian footbridge at the end of Keynsham Memorial Park
(nearest the railway station) has been temporarily closed as a
precautionary measure due to erosion of the riverbank and the
high water levels in the River Chew.

Just a few hours before this picture was taken the bench and path at
Butlers Walk at Crews Hole were under water

Flooding by The Chequers at Hanham Mills

The prolonged period of wet weather has increased the risk of
land slips and people are being warned not to walk on river
banks or watercourses for the foreseeable future, and advised
not to drive or walk through flood water.
A footbridge over the River Chew in Keynsham Memorial Park
was closed on New Year’s Eve because of concerns about the
high water levels.

“Once the water levels have receded further, detailed
inspections can take place to establish if the erosion has
affected the structure and identify any works required.”

Many of the pitches at the Fry Club have been totally
submerged, as our picture shows. On the other side of the
railway line and bypass, Keynsham Rugby Club and Keynsham
Football Club grounds and Broadland Academy playing fields
also remained under water.

A Bath & North East Somerset Council spokesman said:

The playing fields at Fry Club under water – on the far side of the new
lake is Hanham Mills
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One of the footbridges in Keynsham Park has been closed
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affect local areas

Saltford where The Shallows and Mead Lane have been under
water.
The Environment Agency's Floodline is 0845 988 1188.

Fortunately the forecast looks much drier for the week ahead.

Floods - we've been
here before
Keynsham

The A431 was closed again because of flooding

The stretch of the A431 from Bitton to Penn Hill Road in Bath
was closed on Sunday because of flooding, with First buses
diverted via Keynsham and Saltford.

At the Lock Keeper pub in Keynsham, which had to close for
Christmas Day because of flooding, customers were able to
bring in the New Year. However the cellar remains flooded, as
does the car park.

And there has been a flood warning on the River Avon at
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While winter flooding seems to be an annual event these days,
the scenes witnessed around the area recently are not new.
This photo, courtesy of Keynsham and Saltford Local History
Society, was taken from the bell tower at St John's Church
during the severe winter of 1963.
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Dangerous parking
outside school
Fishponds

There are growing concerns about dangerous parking and
dropping off on the zigzag lines outside Chester Park Junior
School in Ridgeway Road.

The police are monitoring the situation and recording the
registration numbers of cars flouting the law.
The school says this has already led to a fine being imposed
and the police “will not hesitate” to issue more as the new term
begins.

Thousands raised by
road safety campaigners
in memory of Fishponds
teenager
The
road
safety
campaign Clip Up for
Conor, set up in
memory
of
a
Fishponds teenager
who died after an
accident
on
his
moped, raised £7,500
last year, his proud
family have revealed.

When
16-year-old
Conor Hall got on his
bike one night in June
2011, he didn’t clip up
his helmet as it was
‘cool’ to have the
Conor Hall
straps hanging loose.
The accident near the Warwick Arms pub in Charlton Road in
Kingswood wasn’t Conor’s fault but clipping up his helmet could
have saved his life.
Conor, of Ridgeway Road, was thrown clear of his machine in
the accident and suffered severe head injuries. He died in
Frenchay Hospital five days later.

Following his death, his mother Arline and her family set up Clip
Up for Conor and to date the campaign has almost 13,000
supporters on Facebook. They include F1 star Jenson Button.
£4,000 was donated during 2013 to the charity Brake in Conor's
memory. Brake works toward preventing road death and injury
and supports those bereaved or injured in road crashes.
Fundraising events have included non-uniform days at the John
Cabot Academy in Kingswood, which raised £2,000, and £560
was raised at a winter fayre held at St George Labour Club to
help pay for educational packs to go into schools.
A friendship bench in Conor’s memory sits in the King George V
Playing Fields at Downend, a place where he used to meet his
friends.
Find out more about the campaign at www.clipupforconor.org/

Book deals
Kingswood

Want a good read through the rest of the winter months? Or
trying to get rid of a surplus of books?. The place to go for either
dilemma is the ‘Massive Book Sale’ at Kingswood Library on
Friday the 10th and Saturday the 11th January. You can fill a
bag for just £1 or make your own donation.
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Planning Applications

Sudoku
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Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)
Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)
Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)
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Letters

Councillor’s claim ‘weak’

Dear Editor,
I was disappointed to read Councillor
Christine Price’s view on the selection of
the Labour Party candidate for
Kingswood (Issue No 300). It’s
Councillor Price’s type of negativity that
makes politics so unappealing to many
people.
The fact that the Labour candidate has
previously been shortlisted for other
seats doesn’t necessarily make them
less suitable or competent to represent
Kingswood constituents than other
candidates.
Someone who has been shortlisted and
unsuccessful when applying for three
jobs doesn’t necessarily make them
unsuitable when applying for a fourth
job.
I don’t have a political loyalty but I
believe that a credible presentation of
facts is more important than weak and
irrelevant claims.
Hugh Burchard, Keynsham

Recycling is making our
streets a mess

Dear Sir,
What a mess the streets of this area are
becoming and it is sad to see.
The windy weather has played its part
but the South Glos recycling system
doesn't help.
The first problem was green recycling
day on Friday 20th December. Lots of
people put their newspapers in a carrier
bag to keep them tidy but the operatives,
once they unload the contents, put the
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bag in to the recycle box without putting
the lid back on and on a windy day it
soon gets blown out and covers nearby
hedges trees and gardens.
Why can they not do what happens in
Bristol and have a large sack on board
and put the carrier bags in it and then
dispose of them at the Sort It centre.
It also seems the foxes have learned
how to tip over the food caddy and get
inside, creating more mess.
Monday 30th December was another
windy day and plastic bottle collection
day. I would say hundreds of plastic
bottles now litter the streets and open
spaces because the bags blew over and
it is, I presume, not the job of the bin
men to pick them up?
Now that we don't see a street cleaner
off of the main roads, these bottles could
be hanging around for months. With
charges coming in for the green bin,
flytipping of grass cuttings and garden
waste will also rise so I can see the area
becoming worse.
A suggestion for those who choose not
to pay for the green collection - why
doesn't the council let us use the green
bin to put the bottle bag, newspapers
and food caddy in to stop some of the
problems?
Nick Gould, Oldland

Cheers Drive!

Dear Sir,
I would like to express my thanks to all
the Abus drivers, with a special mention
to Paul. I regularly catch the Abus from
Keynsham High Street to town and can
always rely on a warm welcome aboard
and a pleasant journey.
Nothing is ever too much trouble for the
drivers, from helping people on and off to
waiting that extra 30 seconds to allow a
person to jump on board after a last-

minute dash!
This year I caught the Abus just before
Christmas, what a treat. Not only was
Santa driving the bus but the whole bus
was decked out in tinsel and there was
even a chocolate to go with my ticket.
What more could you ask for! First Bus,
you could learn a lot.
Abus has been running for many years
at a very decent rate and long many it
continue to do so. On behalf of all the
Keynshamers that catch it – Cheers
Drive!
N Griffiths

How real is this poverty?

Dear Stephen,
When it comes to 'mucky' attempts to
discredit people, Mr Ferguson's attack
on Chris Skidmore (Issue 301) is a case
in point - all the so-called 'cuts' are a
direct result of the massive debt left by
the previous administration.
He notes 47 families took advantage of
the Mangotsfield foodbank, but how
many would have would have done so in
previous years had it been there? More
importantly, if there is real poverty, why
haven't the councillors for that ward,
normally only seen at election time, coordinated the endeavours (?) of the
many local charities who trumpet their
concerns, but seem to spend more
money advertising the problem and
appealing for funds than dealing with
such a relatively small number?
M O'Regan, by email
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Letters

Why didn’t they listen?

Dear Stephen,
Two letters in your New Year issue 301 I
must comment on. The first from Roger
J Cann and his question as to why
black/charcoal cladding is being used on
the Civic Centre buildings. While I do not
have the answer, I would suggest,
should we be surprised by anything this
development throws at us?
It was never the design we had hoped
for. The problem being, is trying to cram
too much into to small a space. To be
able to do so, the only way is up! Hence,
the monstrosity we see before us
towering over everything. It's in your
face, right up to the pavement’s edge.
How deceiving the architect’s vision
looked on paper. Buildings set back with
large open frontage. Yeah, right! And for
what? So that BANES could achieve its
main objective from day one, office
space for its 400 staff being moved from
the Riverside.
What’s in it for us? Twelve new retail
units. We still have empty units on the
high street to fill. It can be argued it’s an
improvement on the old Civic Centre, but
it could have been so much better if we
had been listened to.
While I have resisted commenting on the
20mph speed limit, Mr R Earle’s letter
has prompted me to do so. I'm amazed
that people are surprised that some
motorists ignore the new limit. It’s
because they know they can. Why?
Because the police have openly stated
that they do not have the manpower to
enforce it. So why introduce it?
It is clear that Charlton Road has a
problem with speeding, but a blanket
20mph limit over most of Keynsham will
not solve it. Money should have been
spent at the heart of the problem, not
willy-nilly without any thought. Did our
councillors sit down with the police
before making their decision? As
tempers flare amongst those who ignore
any speed limit, this farce needs to be
seriously reviewed.
John Howlett, Keynsham

Knit-ivity raises £360

Dear Stephen,
Thirty sheep, knitted and decorated by
members of the local churches, resided
in the shops in Keynsham throughout
December as part of Churches Together
Messy Nativity Event.
Businesses were invited to ‘adopt’ a

This bike appears to be in reasonable
condition although the wheels are clearly
not the original ones.
The ID on the crank housing starts with
the 505. If someone is missing this bike
and can quote to me the remaining
numbers, I will gladly arrange for its
return.
Thank you
Richard Jones
enduro29@hotmail.com

New civic centre looks
‘depressing’

sheep through the Advent season. The
shop owners named their sheep and
placed them in their shop.
Appropriate names were given, such as
Dotty Dolly, by Polkadot, Axminster, by
Simply Carpets, Eye Eye, by Boots
opticians, and Flora, by Wild about
Flowers.
Churches Together in Keynsham and
Saltford were delighted with the
response as many children and families
went in search of the sheep.
On 23rd December, all the returned
forms were entered into the ballot for the
grand prize draw and all the sheep were
rounded up ready for the auction.
Churches Together would like to thank
all those who participated in the sheep
trail and especially all the businesses
who gave a temporary home to a sheep,
and to Keynsham Leisure Centre,
Noah’s Ark Zoo, Brislington Playspace
and Bitton Railway for their kind
donation of prizes.
The sheep have all found new homes
following the very successful auction –
raising an amazing £360, which has
been donated to the local foodbank.
Pauline Sawyer
Secretary of Churches Together

Anyone lost a bike?

Dear Sir,
I discovered a silver mountain bike in an
overgrown lane just off Brook Road in
Warmley on New Year’s Day.
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Dear Editor,
Roger Cann is spot on in his letter (2nd
January. The black cladding on part of
the town centre building is depressing to
say the least and not at all in keeping
with the lighter stone used on the lower
retaining wall. The earlier artist’s
impression certainly did not show this
feature.
Neither did those drawings suggest how
close to Bath Hill the new building would
be. Its foot-print is much larger that the
old, and so we have lost the green area
beside and in front of the old town hall.
We shall never see again the brave
crocuses and daffodils that welcomed
spring on Bath Hill.
Too late for the footprint - but perhaps
not for the black stone?
Pat and Phil Hewett

Write to us

The Week In is independent of any political or
commercial interest.

We aim to produce a

balanced and accurate view of local news
and welcome comments from our readers.

Normally, we will publish letters in full but

reserve the right to shorten or clarify the

contents or to refuse publication. Please try to
keep letters under 300 words and supply your
full name and address for reasons of

authentication. Only the name and district
where you live will be reproduced. Anonymity
is possible under certain circumstances.

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,

e-mail and should arrive at our offices no
later than 5.30pm on the Monday of each

week. E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk
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Letters

Stop the point scoring

Dear Stephen,
As an independent Saltford resident for
43 years, I am amused by the efforts of
the political parties to claim credit for
defence of the Green Belt around
Saltford, particularly the part between
Saltford and Keynsham. The support in
the Saltford Parish Plan survey was 93%
for retention of the Green Belt. As Andy
Wait’s letter indicated last week, this is a
widely-held view and actively supported
by many bodies.
My concern is that his party in the latest
proposals for the Core Strategy are
actually trying to close the gap starting
from the Keynsham direction. Perhaps
he could explain how that can be
considered as protecting the Green
Belt? If they are prepared to reduce it
from that direction, having established
the principle, what is stopping them
building from the Saltford direction?
The other feature of this recently
introduced Green Belt development is

that it will close off the most suitable
route for a Saltford Bypass from the
Broadmead Roundabout. I should
remind him that the same Parish Plan
had 70% support for a bypass and 91%
support for sorting out our traffic
problems. It was under his party that the
idea of 5,000 houses in Saltford (more
than three times the existing stock)
would be required to pay for a bypass. If
his council could get a move on and
have a Core Strategy in place, they
would get a Community Infrastructure
Levy of £100million from 5,000 houses
(this figure is based on the possible
£2million from 99 houses in Manor
Road.) This is a wildly over the top figure
for the cost of a bypass.
Having published the 5,000 houses plan,
they then rejected it and had the
audacity to blame the council officers for
proposing it. Though it does illustrate
that if the 2,500 houses in the Keynsham
area are built, substantial money would
be available for a bypass and other
projects in the area. Or will this Bathcentric party spend it all in their own city?
The track record is not good, consider
the recent problems with developments

ACROSS

Crossword
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Across

9 Solid, dependable person (5,2,8)
10 Highest part of the back of a horse (7)
12 In the midst of (7)
13 Suffering from pain or harm (9)
14 Amusing (5)
15 Cake made with batter (7)
18 Plane curve (7)
21 Startled (5)
23 From Africa and Asia (4-5)
25 To petition for (7)
26 The solid part of the earth's surface (3,4)
29 Transform a previously amateur activity (15)

DOWN

14

16

in Keynsham and Saltford have been
completely ignored, excessive traffic,
over-recommended pollution levels with
nothing done about them, even the
waiting times on the pedestrian
crossings have been extended to make
life more difficult for local pedestrians
and motorists, while the Brass Mill, one
of our historic monuments which the
council owns, has been closed and left
to rot.
Hopefully our politicians will get around
to looking after our interests and listen to
local views, rather than waste their time
scoring party points.
Reg Williams, Saltford

Down

1 Meal cooked slowly (4)
2 An idiot (4)
3 To precede (8)
4 Counter balance (6)
5 To be on both sides (8)
6 Unit of time (6)
7 People of similar range of ages (3,5)
8 Well intentioned untruth (5,3)
11 Imply (5)
15 Construction term (8)
16 Lack of movement (8)
17 Trial something in actual conditions (4,4)
19 Every four years (4,4)
20 European country (5)
22 Guardian (6)
24 Expression of heat (3,3)
27 Very dry (4)
28 Eating regime (4)
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Park railing
improvements
Cadbury Heath

Further improvements to a green space in Cadbury Heath have
been welcomed.

Tarzan Park’s old railings have now been refurbished as part of
continuing efforts to encourage greater community use of what
had become a forgotten green corner.
Previous improvements to the park have included the planting of
a community orchard, while ‘Nature Play’ sessions involving
local families are held within the park.

Nick Barrett, Tony Olpin and MP Chris Skidmore

South Glos Conservative councillors for Cadbury Heath, Tony
Olpin and Nick Barrett, say they are delighted with the
improvements to Tarzan Park and now want local residents to
contact them with suggestions on how to make it even better.

Drink-drive arrests halved

The number of motorists charged with drink or drugdriving by Avon & Somerset Police over the festive
period has fallen by almost 50% compared to the
previous year.
Between 1st and 30th December there were 120 arrests in the
force area under Operation Tonic.
A total of 71 have been charged and bailed to appear in court.

Last year 136 people were charged in Avon & Somerset during
the Operation Tonic campaign.
High visibility stop check operations and intelligence-led patrols
formed part of the festive operation.

Avon & Somerset Police have not followed the controversial
lead of other forces across the country, including Staffordshire,
the West Midlands, Devon and Sussex in naming and shaming
those charged over Christmas and the New Year on the social
networking site Twitter.
Dubbed as “trial by Twitter’, the scheme has received some
criticism with claims that it undermines a defendant's right to a
fair trial.

Drivers caught driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs
risk a fine of up to £5,000, a minimum 12-month driving ban, a
criminal record, could end up behind bars and could then find
difficulty finding insurance in the future or could lose their job.
The Week in • Thursday 9th January 2014
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Recycling your Waste teams sent
Christmas trees
and cards
Binmen were sent back to tidy up parts of Oldland last
week after complaints about litter strewn over streets
and open spaces in the wake of recycling collections.

Twelfth Night has passed and the Christmas decorations
have come down. Here’s how to recycle your real tree,
cards and wrapping paper.

In Bath & North East Somerset throughout January the council
will collect your real Christmas tree for free on your fortnightly
garden waste collection day. Residents are asked to cut it up if
it is more than 1.2 metres tall and to remove all decorations,
including the pot.

The problem, which has prompted calls from several readers to
The Week In, was made worse by the windy weather, a South
Gloucestershire Council spokesman said.
Local resident Nick Gould wrote to The Week In to say that
although the weather had played its part, South
Gloucestershire’s recycling system didn’t help.

He said that lots of residents put out newspapers for recycling in
plastic carriers but that the collection team tended to put bags
back in the recycling boxes without replacing the lids, and the
bags end up blowing about the streets.

He said that in Bristol, collection vehicles have sacks on board
where they put all the plastic bags.
Mr Gould also highlighted the problem of plastic bottles littering
streets and open spaces, and said that foxes had a knack of
knocking over the food caddies supplied by the council.

He fears that with charges being introduced by the council for
green bins from April, flytipping of grass cuttings and garden
waste will exacerbate the problem.

And he queries whether the council could allow residents to use
the green bin to put the bottle bag, newspapers and food caddy
in to stop some of the problems.

Greeting cards and wrapping paper (white-backed, non-foil
types) and gift tags can be recycled in your green box.

In South Gloucestershire, Christmas trees can be recycled at all
South Gloucestershire Sort It! Centres or you can cut them up
and place them inside your green wheeled bin for collection.

As some greetings cards now have plastic or metal tinsel
attached to them, they cannot be recycled as part of South
Gloucestershire’s normal collections services. The council
suggests reusing cards as gift tags or you can take them to
Sainsbury’s in Kingswood or M&S at Longwell Green where
there are collection boxes during January.
In Bristol, the city council will pick up your Christmas tree on one
of your black wheelie bin collection days in January. Check the
date of your collection on the council’s website www.bristol.gov.uk

You can also take your real Christmas tree to the household
waste recycling centre at Folly Lane, off Days Road in St Philips.

You can recycle your Christmas cards in your green recycling
box with other cardboard. Wrapping paper can be put in your
black recycling box as long as it doesn't have a plastic or
metallic finish.
Plastic food packaging, not just plastic bottles, can go in your
green recycling box, but black plastic is not recyclable.
You can put biscuit and chocolate tins and tin foil out for
recycling with your other food and drink cans in your green
recycling box.
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Plastic bottles in Longwell Green

A South Gloucestershire Council spokesman told us: “The very
windy weather has made it more important than ever that
recyclables are presented securely bagged to avoid them being
blown everywhere.

“After collections, SITA collectors are instructed to make sure
that plastic bags are left secure so that they don’t contribute to
the littering and this instruction will be reiterated to collectors as
another reminder.
“Following the recent storms the council received reports of
littering of recyclable materials in Oldland after the collections
and SITA has been back to tidy up in those reported areas.
The Week in • Thursday 9th January 2014

back to pick up rubbish
“Because the materials are sorted at the kerbside and not just
tipped from a wheeled bin into a vehicle, it wouldn’t be practical
to present the materials in their containers inside the wheeled
bins.
“Different crews collect different materials and delving into the

bins for the appropriate bag or bin of materials would slow the
collection crews down too much and lead to missed collections
when the empty bags were put back on top of uncollected
materials.”
See Letters page 10

Kingswood MP takes ‘Bin Tax’ row to Westminster
Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore has
written to the Secretary of State for
Communities and Local Government
Eric Pickles, asking him to step in and
stop the controversial ‘Bin Tax’ for green
waste in South Gloucestershire.
Chris Skidmore says he has been contacted
by a large number of constituents regarding
the new annual £36 charge for the collection
of green waste that is due to begin in April.
He said: “This charge, which was brought in
by Liberal Democrat and Labour councillors, is
going to increase the cost of living for families
throughout my constituency.

“This is especially frustrating for them as local
Conservatives secured a further Council Tax
freeze. Local Labour councillors have blamed
this measure on “Government cuts”, refusing
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to consider alternatives and instead
choosing to place the burden onto the
taxpayer.

“The
plan
suggested
by
local
Conservatives was for SITA (waste
collection company) to look at saving
money by improving the efficiency of their
service, but this was voted down by the
other parties.”
He said there were concerns that the move
would lead to increased flytipping and
financial hardship as some residents would
be unable to afford the ‘Bin Tax’.

He urged Mr Pickles: “They would like you
to look into this situation and intervene
where possible, as they see the added tax
which was bought in as unfair and
unwanted.”
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PETS CORNER

Brisk business at new PDSA shop
Kingswood

The PDSA, which opened a new shop in
Regent Street in Kingswood three
months ago, has reported that business
has been going well, particularly during
the run-up to Christmas.

good and although donations are
building up, we are always looking for
more.”

Pictured is Katie with shop assistant
Charlotte Herbert.

The shop is the first of the animal
charity's outlets to be designed in a
modern boutique style.
The charity has several shops in the
Bristol area, including one in Staple Hill.
Katie Coombs, assistant manager at the
Kingswood store, said that they had
been extremely busy last month with
shoppers looking for Christmas
bargains.
She said: “Business has been really

Vulnerable
Services Officer
at Holy Trinity

Situations Vacant

Holy
Trinity
Church
at
Kingswood
now
has
a
Vulnerable Adults Officer. For
anyone wishing to discuss this
issue or is concerned about
someone they know they can
ring Sue Hannant tel. 0117
9616331 at any time.

16
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Could you give rescue cat
Socks a good home?
The Keynsham-based animal rescue charity HEART, which
we featured recently in The Week In, were really pleased
with the response they had from readers.
As well as some new sponsors and donations of goods to sell,
Gill and Ange, who run the charity, say they were delighted to
have raised more awareness of the work they do in the Bristol
area.

The charity is hoping that one of our readers may like to adopt
Socks, who Gill says is aged between three and four and “one
of the friendliest cats you could ever wish to meet”.
She says: “He has come from a home that is overrun with cats
and his owner is finding it difficult to feed and supply healthcare
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for them so we are trying to find homes for as many as we can.

“Socks is underweight and his coat is sparse and out of
condition, he also had a lot of fleas which have been dealt with,
and has been on antibiotics for the snuffles. He is a super
affectionate boy who purrs non-stop and is desperate for lots of
fusses and cuddles. He is not used to going outside.
“Socks is quite a confident boy despite his background and will
sit in your arms for ages and climbs on your shoulder and just
wants to be where ever you are. He is just a little bundle of love
and is so desperate to find someone to love him back.”
You can find out more about HEART and the many ways you
can help by visiting their
website at
www.heartrescue.org.uk or by
calling 0117 986 8005.
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New president of 14 homes planned
on site of old
Probus Club
Longwell Green

St George

Longwell Green Probus Club members held their annual
Christmas and presidential inaugural lunch at Longwell Green
Community Centre on 18th December.

Texaco garage

The club celebrated its 25th anniversary last September, as
reported in The Week In. Based at the Community Centre, most
members live in Longwell Green, Hanham, Kingswood and
Keynsham.

Home Orchard Developments is behind the scheme for the site
which is currently used for car washing. The Texaco garage
closed in 2005.

Pictured is outgoing president Brian Deeley handing over the
chain of office to new president John Harper.

Coffee mornings are held on the first and fifth Wednesdays of
each month, with a lunch on the third Wednesday. Wives and
partners are invited to some of the lunches and speakers, either
from outside or from within the club are arranged for all
meetings.

Plans to build 14 one-bedroom houses on the site of the former
Texaco service station in Two Mile Hill Road have been lodged
with Bristol City Council.

The planning reference number is 13/05694/F.

A caring organisation, the club has a welfare committee to keep
in close touch with members who experience health problems,
and a social and outings committee to arrange holidays, day
trips and social evenings.
At its recent AGM, the club, in response to current economic
conditions, decided to relax membership requirements to
include members who still work part-time and invites anyone
who may be interested and approaching retirement (or already
retired) to contact club secretary Glynn Breddy on 0117 949
0791 for further details.

18
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New school for St George and Redfield
due to open its doors in September
A new independent school serving St George and Redfield
is due to open in September.
The Educate Together Academy Trust, a partnership between
UK-based education consultants and the Irish charity Educate
Together, will run the new-build school in Avonvale Road in
Redfield. The site is currently used as social services offices.

Because of a shortfall of school places, children in the Redfield
and St George area have regularly struggled to get into local
primary schools, often having to travel out of the community to
go to school.
The new academy will receive the first 60 reception age
students in September and when completed in summer 2015
will result in a total of 420 primary school places being made
available in the area.

The new school will receive funding directly from central
Government and will be independent of local authority control.

forward to working with local parents, the community, the
English Department for Education and Bristol City Council to
make sure that this school makes a real contribution to the
educational landscape of Bristol and an excellent school for
children and parents.

“We are really excited about the development and are looking

“Our colleagues in England are confident that this is the start of
a network of popular Educate Together schools that will develop
in the UK over the coming years."

The deadline for admissions for entry this September is 31st
March.
Paul Rowe, CEO of Educate Together, said: "We are delighted
to work with our partners within Educate Together Academy
Trust in the development of this school. The intention is to start
this school as an outstanding learning environment from its
outset.
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“We are particularly excited by the potential for cooperation,
learning and sharing of good practice and resources between
this school and our network in Ireland.
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Hopes that Mill will
reopen to visitors soon
Saltford

There are hopes that ancient Saltford Brass
Mill, which was closed by Bath & North East
Council over a year ago for safety checks, will
be able to reopen to visitors this year.
There was a watermill on the site at The
Shallows at the time of the Domesday Book
and the Brass Mill is the only surviving building
still with a furnace and working water wheel
remaining from a group of 18th century mills
making brass and copper goods in the Avon
Valley between Bristol and Bath.

A note on the gate of the Scheduled Ancient
Monument says: “B&NES closed the Mill in
December 2012 for safety checks to be
carried out, these checks are still ongoing. We
sincerely hope that the Mill will be open to the
public early in the coming year.
“We apologise to the groups that have asked
to visit and to members of the public who
would have called in.
“Off-site talks are being given to interested
groups.”

20

Hanham

Local artists
invited to join
festival
Roundabout Art Trail will be
working alongside Keynsham Music Festival this
year.

The opening weekend of
the festival will be 28th and
29th June when Keynsham
will have exciting and
innovative
events
happening all over the town
centre.

The Roundabout Art Trail
team are looking for local
artists to join them on that
weekend.
To find out more visit
www.roundaboutarttrail.co.uk
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Directory & What’s On
Activities Club

Animal Feeds

Architectural
Drawings

Alternative Health

Bridge Club

Appliance Repairs

Building Services

Building Services

Blinds

G D MEEK
Your local builder

adverts
call
0117 986 0381

The Week in
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Structural alterations
Property maintenance
Partitions
Carpentry
Insurance work
Garden walls
T: 0117 932 5706
M: 07770 303807

DEADLINE FOR PLACING DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
The Week in • Thursday 9th January 2014

Directory & What’s On
Car Services

Carpet Fitters

Computers / IT

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym. T:
0117 986 1000.

Dance Lessons

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.
An advert

like this costs

Carpet Cleaning

£16.50 + VAT
per insert

Car Services

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

Driveways
Carpentry

Computers / IT

An advert like this costs
£16.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

4 weeks - £13.00
8 weeks - £12.00

12 weeks - £11.00
26 weeks - £9.50
52 weeks - £9.00

Electrical

TP CARPENTRY

All domestic work
professionally done from
carpentry, plumbing,
building and decorating
Free, no obligation
estimates
Over 40 years experience
Efficient, friendly & reliable
service

0117 3306404
07947 042027
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UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FOR JUST
£3.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.
Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Electrical

Furniture Makers

Garden Services

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.
An advert

like this costs

£16.50 + VAT

Garden Services

per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

An advert like this costs
£16.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

4 weeks - £13.00
8 weeks - £12.00

12 weeks - £11.00
26 weeks - £9.50
52 weeks - £9.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FOR JUST
£3.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Hair & Beauty

Events

Home Maintenance
HOME MAINTENANCE
SOLUTIONS
• Floors sanded, repaired
and varnished
• Plastering • Wallpapering
• Int/ext painting • Tiling • •
Carpentry
Friendly experienced
craftsman eco-friendly
materials
Also Gardening, Garden
Decking and Fencing

Tel: Pete on 01225 400137
m 07792 883584

Hypnotherapy

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Joinery

Logs

Painting
& Decorating

Pallets

Musical

Pest Control

Plumbers

Physiotherapy

Planning Advice
Pawn Brokers

Painting
& Decorating

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Plastering
Personal

HELP NEEDED once a
month with personal written
correspondents for
gentlemen.
Please send letter of interest
or cv to Box 1, The Week in, 8
Temple Court, Keynsham,
Bristol, BS31 1HA
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Directory & What’s On

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Plumbers

Taxis

Venue Hire

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.
An advert

like this costs

£16.50 + VAT
per insert

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Waste Disposal

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

An advert like this costs
£16.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

4 weeks - £13.00

Podiatry

Therapies

8 weeks - £12.00

12 weeks - £11.00
26 weeks - £9.50
52 weeks - £9.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FOR JUST
£3.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.
Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Stair Repairs

TV & Aerials

Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial
Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based
• from £4.75

0117 9159801
07530 864562
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Sonyx leaves
Kings Chase
Kingswood

The Sonyx jewellery, bag and accessories shop in the Kings
Chase precinct is due to close on Thursday 9th January.
The company is retaining its branches at the Galleries Shopping
Centre in Broadmead and Broadwalk Shopping Centre at Knowle
however.

Pensioner robbed
Warmley

A 73-year-old man suffered a fractured cheekbone and an injury to
his nose after he was robbed of cash in Warmley.

The pensioner was walking along Wesley Lane, off Tower Road
South, at about 7pm on Saturday 5th January when he was
pushed to the ground by a man.
The man then assaulted his victim and stole money from his
trouser pockets.
Investigating officer Det Con Louise Macpherson would like to
speak to anyone who witnessed the robbery, saw anyone acting
suspiciously in the Wesley Lane area, or knows who may be
responsible.
Contact her via the 24-hour non-emergency number 101.

Wick

More than 40 people call
999 about barn blaze

Firefighters dealt with a blaze at a hay barn in Wick in the early
hours of Monday.
Avon Fire & Rescue Service said their control room received more
than 40 calls about the incident.

On arrival crews found the Dutch barn containing between 70 and
100 tonnes of hay well alight.

As there was no risk to life and no other buildings or animals close
by crews allowed the hay to burn in a controlled manner.
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Island of contrasts
If you're after a winter break following the recent
storm batterings, Richard Wyatt recommends Malta,
just a three-hour flight from Bristol

It was a quip I read on the internet that first alerted me to
Maltese motorists’ behaviour: ‘In the UK we drive on the left;
in the USA they drive on the left; in Malta they drive in the
shade’.

That isn’t quite true, but it was useful to have the proverbial
heads-up before arriving at the airport car rental desk. On
my first journey I noted a big road sign leading to a main
junction. Please observe the rules of the roundabout', it
begged. This seemed strange. Doesn’t everyone? Well,
apparently not, I discovered, entering the circular free-forall.
Don’t get me wrong. I wouldn’t advise against driving in
Malta – just keep your wits about you. On the upside, car
rental for our four-day trip to this beautiful Mediterranean
island was cheap: just £26 for an Avis small four-seater for
the length of our visit. Plus, they actually drive on the left,
and road signs are in English.

In fact, a great many elements of Malta have a British feel.
Maybe that’s no surprise. It’s only been independent since
1964, prior to which it was under UK rule for more than a
century and a half. But I found it somehow incongruous to
feel this ‘British-ness’ whilst basking in high-20s
temperatures at the tail end of October!

The Blue Grotto

28

A three-hour flight from Bristol, lying south of Sicily, Malta is
steeped in sunshine and history. It’s an island of contrasts:
From busy built-up Sliema in the north east, to stunning
cliffs, bays and beaches on the north and west coasts,
across to the tiny busy capital, Valetta. Then there’s the
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walled town of Mdina: the ‘silent city’ with its eerie night-time
quiet and outstanding daytime views across Malta from the
ramparts.
Along with its twin island Gozo, Malta is also home to many
impressive prehistoric sites – a continual reminder how the
island’s geographical position gave it such strategic
importance for thousands of years.

Its compact nature, with population and size roughly
equivalent to the city of Bristol, means that despite the
slightly crazed approach of some motorists, hiring a vehicle
is wise. The buses are efficient and well-priced, but because
of this, they’re heavily used by Maltese people going about
their business. We took a couple of buses one day but found
ourselves standing: that was fine for a small family but isn’t
to everyone’s taste during a holiday.

Valletta is easy to explore on foot, not just because it’s so
small but also due to the grid formation of its roads. A walk
along the historic streets – some of which are so hilly they’re
stepped – reveals tall houses with notable wood and glass
balconies, as well as numerous shops, cafes and
restaurants. If you fancy it, there are scores of horse taxis
that will take you on a mini-tour of the city.
Golden Bay

The Streets of Valletta

cliffs. Although you can see it from a viewing platform off the
approach road, it’s worth taking the 25-minute boat trip
(around 8 euros) that takes in a handful of small caves. We
didn’t make it to the similarly named attraction the Blue
Lagoon, which lies between Malta and Gozo, but were
urged by our hotel hosts to visit. Maybe next time.
Then it was another drive up the quiet west coast for a spot
of sunbathing and swimming at Golden Bay, a resort whose
small number of hotels are on one of the bay’s cliffs, while
the other cliffs remain unspoilt. I guess this place will be far
busier in high summer, but there was plenty of beach and
sea space during our autumn visit.

Even though our family trip lasted little more than 80 hours,
we felt we’d sampled so many aspects of this island gem.
How does Malta pack so much variety into such a small
space? I’d say it doesn’t matter how, really. Just go and
enjoy it if you can.

Getting there: www.ryanair.com flies from Bristol to
Malta twice per week
The city’s National War Museum is home to numerous
exhibits, with pride of place going to the replica George
Cross medal. Britain’s highest civilian award for bravery was
given to the entire population of Malta in 1942 for their
courage in the war, when Malta’s geography and proximity
to Sicily and North Africa effectively made it a fortified
aircraft carrier. It’s here in Valletta too that an important daily
ritual takes place in honour of the war dead. At noon every
day a cannon is fired from the Upper Barraka Gardens in
memory of those who lost their lives.

Leaving Valletta, a 25-minute drive across from east to west
coast, from hustle-and-bustle to peaceful cliffside, we
arrived at the Blue Grotto, a huge natural arch in the sea
The Week in • Thursday 9th January 2014
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Grants available
for worthy causes
St George

More than £7,000 is up for grabs for worthy projects in the St
George area.

The closing date for the final round of applications to the St George
Neighbourhood Partnership Wellbeing Fund this financial year is
next Monday, 13th January.

Last month the fund granted both applications. More than £1,200
was awarded to fund creche facilities while parents of children
attending Speedwell nursery attend English language courses for
speakers of a language other than English. This project addresses
communication and isolation.
And £300 was granted to part-fund a project called Paintpals which
will involve the exchange of painted postcards between some of the
elderly residents of Hillside Court and pupils at Fishponds Church of
England Primary Academy.

The project will end with a party so the participants can meet. It
addresses isolation, breaking down barriers between the young and
old and educates about issues such as dementia and deafness.
There is £7,582.03 left in the kitty. To find out more about how your
group can apply for funding visit www.stgeorgenp.org.uk/grants/

Mental health experts to be based in
police stations and courts in Avon

Mental health nurses are to be posted in police stations and courts
in Avon and Wiltshire as part of a £25m pilot scheme designed to
cut reoffending and ensure vulnerable people receive the treatment
they need.

The Government scheme will initially be tested in this area and nine
others, including London, and be rolled out across the rest of the
country by 2017 if successful, it was announced last week.
Thousands of people enter the justice system with mental health
problems or learning disabilities each year.
Paul Jenkins, of the charity Rethink Mental Illness, said: “We
welcome the rollout of a network of mental health liaison and
diversion teams to work in police stations and courts to better
respond to the needs of vulnerable offenders.”
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Keynsham

Wellsway School launches
legacy project to keep
Olympic spirit alive

Staff and students at Wellsway School are working to build a lasting
Olympic legacy for the local community.

Joining forces with other local schools, Wellsway will be staging
community sports club roadshows, values workshops and a
community sports network celebration event.

The project runs from January to May and the Sports Network
Celebration Event is due to take place on Sunday 11th May at
Wellsway.

Football

Keynsham Town FC

Sadly the miserable weather cost Keynsham Town’s First XI the
chance to build on the previous week’s excellent victory at Roman
Glass St George, as their away game at Devizes Town was
postponed.

However, this provided an opportunity for the club’s reserves to take
centre stage after their thumping 7-1 victory over Clevedon United
the week before. They entertained table-topping Frome Collegians
in front of a bumper crowd at the AJN Stadium, as many local fans
took in the game with the majority of the Western League
programme being wiped out by the weather.
The Ks were left shell-shocked after conceding two goals in the first
five minutes of the game and Frome went close to extending their
advantage with two more excellent chances in the first 15 minutes.
However, Keynsham’s young side gradually came into the match,
Keynsham at Roman Glass St George

It will be an opportunity for members from sports clubs in Keynsham
and Saltford to reunite for a day of sports celebration, following the
huge success of the Keynsham & Saltford Torch Relay in the leadup to London 2012.
All members of the community will be invited along to the
celebration event which will start with a fun run for all ages.

In partnership with the Department for Education, Get Set, the
official British Olympic and British Paralympic education programme
in the UK, invited schools to apply for grants of up to £5,000 to
support them in delivering activities which maximise the legacy of
the Games and ensure they continue to drive teaching and learning
and motivate young people.
The initiative being led by Wellsway is being supported by one of
these grants.

Snooker

Keynsham Snooker Centre news

Jamie Wilkes defeated Paul Bruton 3-1 in the final to win
Keynsham's open snooker tournament on Sunday 29th December.

In earlier matches Wilkes also scored wins over Jago Bidmead,
Tony George and in the semi-final Paul Smart. Jacob Wardle
defeated Jago Bidmead in the plate consolation final.
Meanwhile Jamie Hawkins defeated Michael Dykes to win
Keynsham's junior snooker tournament on Saturday 28th
December. Mitchell Hooper defeated Leon Bond in the pool final
staged on the same day.
On Sunday 2nd February there will be an open handicap family
pairs tournament starting at 10.30am. The entry fee is £5 per player.
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with the impressive Matt Curnock pulling the strings in midfield.
They came close to reducing the deficit just before half-time, when
a fine save by the Frome keeper led to a goalmouth scramble and
a clearance off the line.

After the break, there was nothing to choose between the two sides
and it was only some resolute defending at both ends which
prevented any further goals. So a 2-0 defeat against the league
leaders leaves the Reserves in mid-table, although a lot of credit
can be taken from their performance.
Next up for the First XI is a Western League Division One home
game on Saturday 11th January, when Cheddar are the visitors to
the AJN Stadium (kick-off 3pm).

In the meantime, the club have announced the results of the
November 500 Club draw as follows: 1st prize (£50) John Astley;
2nd prize (£30) Jeremy Williams, 3rd Prizes (3 x £10) Brian Perry,
Paul Carter and Jenny Mayo.
The winners of the two £100 bonus prizes were Stuart Nethercott &
Mr W D Meek.
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5
8
7
3
6
2

2
6
8
9
4
3
7
5
1

8
1
6
2
7
4
5
3
9

9
7
3
1
6
5
2
4
8

5
2
4
8
3
9
1
7
6

4
5
1
3
2
6
9
8
7

6
9
2
7
5
8
4
1
3

3
8
7
4
9
1
6
2
5

2 -Hard

9
6
2
4
8
1
5
7
3

4
3
1
6
5
7
9
8
2

5
7
8
9
2
3
1
4
6

2
5
3
8
1
6
4
9
7

1
9
4
7
3
5
6
2
8

6
8
7
2
9
4
3
1
5

7
1
5
3
4
2
8
6
9

8
4
6
5
7
9
2
3
1

3
2
9
1
6
8
7
5
4

31

32
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