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After the Christmas misery, rain and
gales are forecast for weeks ahead
After the heavy rain and gale force winds that caused
flooding, brought down trees and cables and disrupted
travel last week, we are being warned that the bad weather
could last throughout January.

The flooding - described as the worst in Keynsham for a quarter
of a century - has prompted a call for a reappraisal of plans to
build hundreds of homes along the River Avon Corridor.
Nearly 40 families were cut off on the Broadmead Peninsula
over Christmas and more than 50 people had their Christmas
Day lunch cancelled after the Lock Keeper next to the River
Avon in Keynsham was forced to close because of the rising
floodwaters.
In Saltford, flooding at The Shallows was said to be close to
record levels.

The rivers Chew and Boyd also burst their banks, leaving many
fields under deep water.

The Lock Keeper was forced to close on Christmas Day

The flood-hit A431 was closed at Kelston for several days. The
fire and rescue service helped two people to safety after their
car got stuck there in floodwater.
First Great Western announced severe disruption to train
services and First Bus said the weather had caused
“considerable delays”.
For full story turn to pages 20, 21 & 27
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Clampdown on
pavement parking
Hillfields

Police are cracking down on pavement parking in the Hillfields
area.

Community party

Senior citizens were guests at St Brendan’s Sixth Form College’s
Community Christmas Party. The programme combined
Christmas carols and readings with songs, dance, and musical
extracts from West Side Story.

An Avon & Somerset police spokesman said: “Recent community
issues brought to our attention include people parking on
pavements and causing an obstruction.

“Leaflets have been designed to make people more aware of this.
However, if any vehicle is found to be causing an unnecessary
obstruction to anyone on the footpath, then a fixed penalty notice
will be issued.”
Parking on the pavement is considered to be an obstruction if a
pram, wheelchair or mobility scooter cannot pass freely along the
footpath.

The Week in

Students and staff at the college in Brislington led the
entertainment and guests were treated to a Christmas tea and a
visit from Father Christmas.

Grandparents and friends, parishioners from local churches and
residents from local care homes were all invited.

“This event is an opportunity for St Brendan’s students to
celebrate and share the real meaning of Christmas with older
people from the community,” said Paul Evans, head of theology
and care at the college.
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New Shop Watch scheme
for Longwell Green
Avon & Somerset police have launched a Shop
Watch scheme at the Gallagher Retail Park at
Longwell Green to cut crime.
PCSOs Skye Kurylo and Andrew Lagana-Forbes have worked
with staff at shops across the retail park to set up the scheme.

PCSO Kurylo said: “Shop Watch is a way for us to support
retailers, helping them prevent thefts from their store. The retail
park is a safe place to shop and to work and the scheme will
help us reduce crime and anti-social behaviour further.”
The neighbourhood team meet regularly with shop managers
and security staff, sharing information and reviewing CCTV
images. The shops also use an internal radio system to alert
each other to potential problems.
Sophie Brice, manager of Outfit, said: “We’ve built strong
relationships that will last and our hard work will continue. We
are better connected with more awareness of known offenders.
Shop Watch has already had a positive impact.”
Simon Wait, security officer at Marks and Spencer, said: “We
now have the extra layer of support that Shop Watch provides.”

The scheme is advertised with posters and signs displayed
across the site.
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Barrs Court

By-election on 9th January

Two candidates are standing in a by-election in the Barrs Court
ward of Oldland parish next week.

The vacancy was created after Conservative member Mike
Newton stepped down.

Samuel Balch is standing for the Conservatives and Ellie
Simm for Labour. The election will take place on 9th January.
There are currently 11 Conservative councillors on Oldland
Parish Council and three Labour members.
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£12.4m land sale to
create 250 new
homes in Keynsham

Bath & North East Somerset Council has agreed terms
with Barratt Homes for a conditional contract selling
land off Charlton Road in Keynsham for £12.4 million.

The land forms the second part of the K2 development,
originally required by the government inspector to be built at the
same time as the controversial Taylor Wimpey project at the end
of Park Road. Unlike that scheme, access to K2A will be from a
new roundabout off Charlton Road, both for construction
vehicles and local traffic when the development is completed.
As part of the deal, the existing playground off Holmoak Road
will be increased by four times its current size and a financial
contribution will made to the Woodland Trust to improve facilities
for people using Abbots Wood to the east of the site.

The money will be used to fund the council’s capital programme,
which includes investment in highways, affordable housing and
school buildings.
Councillor David Bellotti, Cabinet Member for Community
Resources, said:

“The new homes will also bring a noticeably improved
playground facility and better pathways and facilities for users of
Abbots Wood. We understand that Barratt Homes intend to
submit a planning application in early 2014.”

Caroline Flint (l) and Jo McCarron (r)

Shadow Energy
Secretary supports new
Kingswood candidate

Caroline Flint, Labour’s Shadow Energy Secretary,
joined Jo McCarron, Labour’s new Parliamentary
candidate for Kingswood, at Asda in Longwell Green for
an informal discussion in the café with local residents to
hear their experiences, ideas, and to share Labour’s
plans to reform the energy market.
Labour leader Ed Miliband and Ms Flint recently revealed
Labour’s plan for the biggest reform of Britain’s electricity and
gas market since the privatisation of the 1980s.

More Labour big names are expected to come to the
constituency in the months ahead as the party fights to regain
the marginal seat of Kingswood which Conservative Chris
Skidmore won in 2010, ousting Roger Berry, who had been the
Labour MP for 18 years.
Asked what she thought of Mr Skidmore’s record in Kingswood,
Ms McCarron said: “He is good at portraying himself as a
community man and diverting the attention of the public but he
has some very right-wing policies. He is a Conservative policymaker.
“I am itching for a fight.”
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ITV features Bristol heart transplant
patient meeting Keynsham donor’s dad
The moving story of how the tragic death of young
Keynsham man Tom Ince meant a life-saving heart
transplant for a Bristol student was highlighted in a
prime-time TV documentary before Christmas.
ITV's Tonight emphasised the importance of organ donation in
their broadcast of ‘The Greatest Gift'.
Apprentice electrical engineer Tom was killed in a tragic car crash
on December 30 2012, suffering catastrophic head injuries when
he crashed after losing control of his car in torrential rain.

Tom’s heart was given to University of Bristol student Will Pope
who had been told he would die without a heart transplant.

Almost a year on, he met his donor’s father for the first time and
the cameras were there to record their meeting. Will told Mr Ince:
"It's amazing. I can't begin to express how just amazing it is what
you've done.”
An emotional Mr Ince replied: "It wasn't really us, it was Tom. So,
on his behalf, you're welcome."
Mr Ince had got in touch with Will through Facebook after reading
his story in the Daily Mail. He realised Will had received Tom’s
heart as the dates mentioned in the story matched up.

Tonight had documented Will's wait for, and recovery from, a heart
transplant in two previous documentaries. In 'The Greatest Gift'
viewers saw him getting on with his life at university as well as the
emotional meeting with Mr Ince.
Anthony Clarkson, acting director of Organ Donation and
Transplantation at NHS Blood and Transplant said: "Seeing Will
getting on with his life after being so sick and in desperate need
of a transplant last Christmas really demonstrates the life-saving
and life-changing nature of organ donation and transplantation.
"Viewers also saw Tom's father, Steve, meeting Will for the first
time. It is rare for a donor family and transplant recipient to meet,
but Steve and Will felt ready to do so and wanted to share their
experience in this documentary to help promote organ donation.
Viewers saw how moved both were by the meeting.
“We know that many donor families take great comfort in knowing

Will Pope and Steve Ince. Courtesy of ITV.

that their loved one's organs have transformed the lives of others.
Last year, 1,212 families said yes to donation, benefitting more
than 3,100 patients.

"We hope viewers watching this documentary have been
compelled to make a decision to donate their organs if and when
they can. If you know you want to donate your organs, please tell
your family, so they are not left to guess what you would have
wanted at a difficult time. In a recent survey carried out in England
only 31% of families said they would agree to donation going
ahead if they are unaware of their loved one's decision to donate.
This shows just how important it is that your family know what you
want.”
To sign up to the NHS Organ Donor Register call 0300 123 23 23.

YOUR LOCAL ROOFING COMPANY

G D MEEK
Est Over 20 Years

Domestic And Commercial

• Fibreglass Flat Roof
• The Complete Roofing
Service
• Tiling & Slating
• Re-Felting & Battering
• uPVC Guttering, Fascias
& Downpipes
• Chimney & Roof Repairs
• Lead Valley Repairs
• Storm Damage
• Velux Windows

Master Bond
Warranty
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His parents, Steve and Sue, from Holly Walk in Keynsham, knew
their son had registered to be an organ donor and honoured his
wishes when doctors told them Tom was only being kept alive on
a life support machine.

Insurance Work
Free Estimates
All work Guaranteed

We can also take care of all your general
building needs — structural alterations,
carpentry, brickwork, fencing and decking

0117 932 5706 • 07770 303807
26 Roseville Avenue, Longwell Green, Bristol BS30 9UD
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Fire in derelict church

Keynsham

Whitchurch

It seems residents in Park Road and Dunster Road can’t decide
what annoys them most about this sign, erected on the K2
Meadows building site recently.

Arsonists have again torched the derelict St Augustine’s
Church.

Sign of the times?

Is it the fact that, in their view, no such courtesy was shown to them
by builders during the initial construction, or the fact that an
organisation such as Taylor Wimpey could sign off on a notice with
such appalling grammar?

Fire crews were called out to tackle the blaze at the former church
in Whitchurch Lane at just after 3.30pm on Friday 27th December.
A spokesman for Avon Fire & Rescue Service said rubbish had
been set alight inside the building, which was built 40 years ago but
was forced to close because of structural problems.

The congregation are in the midst of a project to build a new church
worship and community centre and currently meet in nearby Bridge
Farm School East Dundry Lane.
There was a similar incident in August 2011 when rubbish inside the
derelict CofE church was set on fire.

Keynsham

Co-op Travel closes

In anticipation of the transfer of the Co-operative store on
Broadmead Lane to Waitrose next year, the in-store travel agency
closed last month after operating there for eight years. Business is
now being handled from the Radstock branch, headed up by former
Keynsham manager Colin Curtis.
Call 01761 433355 or email travel@radstockcoop.co.uk

Situations Vacant
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Angry response to new
Harolds Way proposal
Hanham

People living in Hanham are claiming the recent,
well-publicised problems with traffic and parking are
sufficient grounds to reject the latest plan for a care
home off Harolds Way.
In 2012, the Springfield Pension Fund lost its appeal, having
had planning permission refused for a care home on the land
running from Magpie Bottom to Harolds Way and adjacent to
the Tabernacle Church. Last month it submitted a revised
application for a care centre capable of accommodating 107
residents in two buildings. One would front the High Street,
between the roundabout and the existing buildings, while the
other would be adjacent to Harolds Way.

It is the continued proposal for vehicle access via the cul-de-sac
in Harolds Way which has angered residents and the parish
council alike. Many objected to the previous proposal because
of this and it is also felt that the parking situation on residential
streets around Hanham has deteriorated noticeably since the
Community Centre took the decision to restrict parking there to
its own visitors.

At a busy meeting of Hanham Parish Council just before
Christmas, several objections were also lodged over traffic and
road safety issues in the one-way system around Tabernacle
Road. The anticipated increase in traffic volume in Hanham
when the new Tesco store opens on the old Kleeneze site, as
well as the developing situation with the proposed Crews Hole
Road traffic management plans, were also cited as material
considerations.
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By the New Year, 30 objections had been lodged with South
Gloucestershire Council’s planning website, almost all of which
were concerned about access. Many suggested that an
entrance from the spur on the High Street roundabout would be
a far more logical, albeit expensive alternative.
The deadline for public comment is this weekend (3rd January)
and you can read more about the proposal on the council’s
website (www.southglos.gov.uk). The application reference is
PK13/4444/O.

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
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Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)
Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)
Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)
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Letters

Conservatives will protect
Kingswood's Green Belt

Dear Editor,
I write in response to the letter from a
Kingswood
Labour
councillor
(5th
December) having now had the benefit of
observing how South Glos Labour
councillors voted at the recent council
meeting which considered the Core
Strategy and its protection of Kingswood's
Green Belt countryside.
It won't surprise anyone to know that large
numbers of South Glos Labour councillors presumably with the backing of Labour's
latest
Parliamentary
Candidate
for
Kingswood - failed to support protecting the
Kingswood Green Belt countryside from
damaging urban sprawl.
As the councillor for Siston and Warmley, I
found this hugely disappointing because I
know how important this issue is to local
people, particularly since the previous
Labour government proposed 33,000 more
houses in South Gloucestershire, including
concreting over Kingswood's precious
countryside.
As a Conservative councillor, I and my
Conservative colleagues unanimously
backed protecting the Kingswood Green
Belt countryside from damaging urban
sprawl, as we have always done - in stark
contrast to Labour.
With 2,500 new homes now being built at
the Emersons Green East development, we
can provide new homes for local people,
whilst continuing to protect our local Green
Belt.
Cllr Ian Adams,
Councillor for Siston and Warmley

Praise for SBL students

Dear Stephen,
I felt that I had to write and sing the praises
of the youth at Sir Bernard Lovell School.
On Wednesday 18th December they hosted
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the Christmas party for the elderly living in
the Bitton parish. They not only put on a
fabulous concert, the guests were met at the
entrance and shown to their seats and after
the concert in the drama hall, they were
taken into another room where they were
given refreshments and the students sat
down and talked with them.
This was the icing on the cake.
The result was a resounding 'can we come
back next year?'. How about that for praise.
Well done the students of SBL School.
Rita Brett (Member of the Bitton Parish
Welfare Committee)

Controversial decision

Dear Editor,
I have taken a low interest view of the new
civic centre in Keynsham. However, that
has now changed. Who has sanctioned the
black/charcoal cladding to cover the inner
wood surface? In the land of ammonites, it
seems to me that a lighter, honey coloured
cladding would have been more
appropriate. I know coal mining was close
by, geographically, but it has now been put
right in the middle of the town. It is not to my
taste. I look forward to hearing what others
think.
Roger J Cann

Dog mess ‘whitewash’

Dear Sir,
As a local resident I thought I would report
dog fouling to B&NES Council. It has been
happening for years at the end of Park
Road, and all up both sides of Dunster
Road. Local children use this route to the
local school and many of us are fed up with
our children having to walk through this
every day.
Well no wonder no one ever reports it. I first
reported the situation on 28th November;
numerous emails have gone back and forth,
white spray has now been put over some of
the dog mess and two laminated signs have
been put in place. But nothing has actually
happened with the dog mess, it hasn't been
cleaned up.
The situation has now been ongoing for

over three weeks and I have sent at least
nine emails to the council.
Can the dog owners who use this route
please pick up your dog mess. We believe it
is the same people, perhaps you are on
route to the fields with your dog. Have some
respect, think of the children using this route
every day and standing in it all. If you want
to be the owner of a dog then take a dog
bag with you and take your dog mess home
with you.
Name supplied

Grateful thanks

Dear Stephen,
Guys & Dolls’ recent fun day at One Church,
Earlstone Crescent, was a success, thanks
to your article. We raised more than £710. I
have had a few calls regarding the article
and it has made more people aware of what
we do here.
We would also like to say a thank you to
One Church for their support towards the
group as they donated over £200 towards
the Christmas lunch.
More than 30
members enjoyed the festive day.
Thank you again for your support - we have
had one call which, fingers crossed, will
mean we will have funding for the next year.
Sam Fisher
Co-ordinator, Guys and Dolls over-50s
group, Cadbury Heath

Poppy Appeal generosity

Dear Editor,
Through your magazine may I extend a very
great thank you to all the contributors from
within and outside the Bitton and Oldland
Poppy Appeal area for the 2013 collection.
The Appeal realised £20,066.66, an
increase of 7.4% on the same period last
year and just £1,326.18 short of the 2012
final total. All my collectors said they were
amazed at the generosity shown by
everyone.
We all just hope that this showing is
reflected throughout the country.
Thank you all once again.
Graham Downing, Poppy Appeal
Organiser Bitton & Oldland
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Letters

Protecting the Green Belt
and reputations

Dear Stephen,
I would like to thank the four Conservatives
councillors for their efforts on our behalf in
trying to protect the Green Belt between
Keynsham and Saltford. Reading their
letter, 19th December, they rather give the
impression of the Four Musketeers standing
alone against the evils of excessive building
development, fearlessly defending our land
against the invader. They will be pleased to
learn that I as a Lib Dem stand shoulder to
shoulder with them, perhaps in the role of
D’Artagnan?
In their letter they state “we successfully
prevented B&NES from earmarking Green
Belt around Saltford for anything up to 5,000
houses”. What they fail to point out is that
the option of 5,000 houses came hand in
hand with a Saltford bypass. It was the Tory
policy of a Saltford bypass in the Green Belt
which meant that such an outrageous
proposal was even considered and
unanimously rejected by the Liberal
Democrat-run B&NES, not them!
The truth is that only a whole community
response might save the Green Belt and
even then, the Government could overrule
it. There are very few residents in
Keynsham and Saltford who want the two
communities to merge, and many individual
volunteers and community groups are
fighting to stop this from happening. They
include the Environment Group, the CPRE,
Save the Green Belt Campaign, the town
and parish councils and many others, so not
just four Tory councillors then?
Liberal Democrat controlled B&NES has
recently proposed a new Core Strategy
which is the best way of protecting our
Green Belt and was recently out for public
consultation. Once agreed, it would be

almost impossible to build on the green land
between the two communities.
Finally, turning to the application by
developers Crest Nicholson for 99 houses
on Green Belt land at Manor Road, Saltford,
the Lib Dems have always opposed this
development. It has been called in by the
Government’s Conservative Minister Eric
Pickles - if he approves this building on the
Green Belt, our Four Musketeers might look
more like the Four Stooges!
Andy Wait, Keynsham

Need for alternative
housing in Saltford

Dear Stephen,
We have all grown to expect hypocrisy from
our politicians in Whitehall and Westminster,
but less so from our local councillors.
Sadly this does not appear to be the case
with Cllrs Haeberling, Blankley & Co as in
their letter to you (issue 300) they mention
the importance of "housing numbers being
based upon the evidence of local need".
I live in a four-bedroom property and would
dearly love to move to a smaller twobedroom house or bungalow within the
Saltford area. Regrettably, this type of
accommodation rarely comes on the
market, so it was very heartening to hear
that a developer wanted to build affordable
housing on a scruffy old bit of unused land
in Manor Road, Saltford.
I then learnt about the fact that about 250
other local residents had also stated in the
recent Parish Plan that they also were
looking for alternative housing within
Saltford. So if that does not show a local
need, what the heck does ?
By all means fight, fight and fight again to
preserve the real and genuine Green Belt
areas, but please show a little care, respect
and decency to your fellow residents by
allowing small parcels of land to be built
upon to accommodate local people.
Yours,
Richard Nash
Saltford

The Week in • Thursday 2nd January 2014

Just how charitable is MP?

Dear Sir,
Once again, Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore
is trying to be all things to all people and
causing confusion for the electorate as to
what he really believes in. In a recent press
report he states he will give any increase in
his MP's pay to charity. However, which
charity he does not disclose.
Will it be to those charities supporting
families who have been hit by welfare cuts,
in some cases having to resort to foodbanks
to feed themselves? The Resound foodbank
in Mangotsfield fed 47 families in one week
in December. If so, then this will be
hypocrisy on a massive scale as he voted in
favour of every one of these cuts in
Parliament along with his Conservative
colleagues.
In addition, his mucky attempt to discredit
the previous Kingswood MP, Roger Berry, is
childish in the extreme. Roger Berry is sadly
missed by many Kingswood residents and
Mr Skidmore has a long way to go to match
the commitment and service that he gave to
local residents.
Mr B Ferguson, Mangotsfield

Why should Tesco give
consent?

Dear Sir,
I read with great interest, the article in issue
299 in which you wrote that Kingswood MP
Mr Chris Skidmore had written to Tesco to
ask them to open up the old Kleeneze site in
Hanham for a temporary car park.
Well, I have lived in Hanham all my life and
I really hope Tesco say no. Given the
amount of criticism Tesco have received
from what I think is just a vocal minority of
people in Hanham, why should they open
up the site?
G. Haines, Hanham
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Letters

A waste of public money

Dear Sir,
I have just written to Councillor Alan Hale to
congratulate him on his letter regarding the
waste of money imposing the 20mph speed
restriction.
I have also pointed out that two cycle racks
have been placed at either end of the
community woodland at both Manor Road
and Courtenay Road and ask who wanted
them and who on earth authorised the
expenditure?
Do the council really imagine that anyone is
going to cycle to these locations, chain a
cycle to the rack and then go for a walk? If this
is the case then they are living in a parallel
universe.
Come on council, spend the money which you
take from us on some worthwhile projects.
David Hawkes, Keynsham

Why 20mph limit is being
ignored

Dear Sir,
We have lived in Charlton Road for 16 years,
just above St Keyna Road, and have noticed

a definite rise in the traffic since the arrival of
glorious Tesco and of course the incomplete
ring road which is hardly a ring, more like a
horseshoe.
The 20mph limit is almost impossible to
adhere to, like the previous comments you try,
only to get tailgaters; the other issue is that
when trying to join the main road, you get a
constant steam of traffic nose to tail, and
drivers taking more of a Kamikaze attitude by
pulling out in front of you.
Traffic speeds seem to have increased, not
dropped, in most cases as an act of defiance
as they could not even keep below 30mph.
The municipal vehicles seem to ignore 20mph
also.
Maybe the only way to keep vehicles to urban
limits is to fit speed limiters to all new vehicles
and at MoTs for older ones.
Of course it’s OK to speed so long as it’s not
one of their family involved in an accident, it’s
a different issue then, of course.
R Earle, Keynsham

Farewell Pete

Dear Sir,
It is with sadness that I learnt of the departure
from the Fry Social Club of the evening
manager Mr Pete Wilkins. He had given over
25 years’ service to the club and overseen its
transition from a works club to what it is today.
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Across
9 Famous Austrian dish (6,9)

The Week In is independent of any political or
commercial interest.

We aim to produce a

balanced and accurate view of local news
and welcome comments from our readers.

Normally, we will publish letters in full but

reserve the right to shorten or clarify the

contents or to refuse publication. Please try to
keep letters under 300 words and supply your
full name and address for reasons of

authentication. Only the name and district
where you live will be reproduced. Anonymity
is possible under certain circumstances.

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,

e-mail and should arrive at our offices no
later than 5.30pm on the Monday of each

week. E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

9 Famous Austrian dish (6,9)
10 Citizen soldiers (7)
12 The most favourable (7)
13 Sponge like (9)
14 Frequently (5)
15 Inner core of organs (7)
18 In need of a drink (7)
21 Smelled (of wine perhaps) (5)
23 Treatment of the feet (9)
25 Appears after a shower (7)
26 Pragmatism (7)
29 Taxi cab (7,8)

DOWN

14

16

Write to us

ACROSS

Crossword
1

Pete’s friendly and always smiling face will be
familiar to those who use the Fry Club and I’m
sure his expertise and knowledge will be
sorely missed as the club moves on into its
new premises.
I hope that your readers will join me in wishing
Pete a successful New Year.
D Francis, Keynsham

Down

1 Move through water (4)
2 Hollow metal musical instrument (4)
3 Relating to the chest (8)
4 Land, property, possessions (6)
5 Used to regulate current (8)
6 Small tavern or restaurant (6)
7 Astronomical measurements (8)
8 Mercy, leniency (8)
11 Permeate (5)
15 Government ruled by a king (8)
16 Clearly defined (8)
17 Entrances (8)
19 Religious worship of things (8)
20 All in Spanish
22 Expose a myth (6)
24 Encroachment (6)
27 Prayer leader in a mosque (4)
28 Submissive (4)
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1 Move through water (4)

Euro MP coming
to Saltford

Sir Graham Watson, MEP for the South West and Gibraltar, and
president of the Liberal Democrat and Reform Group in the
European Parliament, is visiting Saltford on Friday 10th January.
During his visit he will visit the historic Saltford Brass Mill at The
Shallows, to meet the volunteers and have a guided tour.
He will then go on to Wessex Water's scientific laboratories at
Mead Lane before lunch at the Riverside where he will be
available to meet local people.

Duncan Hounsell, Lib Dem organiser for Saltford, and Sir
Graham Watson MEP

Assault in Kingswood
Witnesses are being sought to an assault in Kingswood.

A man told police that he was walking down Hilltop Road at 9am
on Friday 20th December when someone made a comment to him
and then punched him in the face.
An investigation has begun and police would like to speak to
anyone who witnessed the incident to call 101 and quote
126878/13.

Longwell Green
Walking Group

Are you fed up with being stuck in the house during the winter
and want a new interest?

Members of Longwell Green Walking Group enjoy fortnightly
walks. The friendly group would welcome new members.
Walks are up to five miles long and usually finish with a pub
lunch. To find out more contact Josie on 9324608.

MP's surgery

Jacob Rees-Mogg will be holding a surgery for constituents to
raise issues with him on Saturday 18th January at 2.30pm at
Saltford Hall.
The Week in • Thursday 2nd January 2014
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Alfie wins Animal Hero Award for his
fundraising efforts for HorseWorld
Little Alfie Waker has scooped a national
award for his fundraising efforts for the
Whitchurch-based charity HorseWorld.

Alfie, from Wiltshire, was inspired to help
HorseWorld by Tom the shire who used to pull
the Wadworth brewery drays in Devizes until
he retired a few years ago to HorseWorld.

After discovering that his favourite horse had
moved to HorseWorld, Alfie paid him a visit
and decided to make it his mission to raise
funds for the charity.

14

Ashton Way
toilets to
remain open

The public toilets on Ashton
Way will remain open until
new facilities in the civic
centre
regeneration
become
operational,
B&NES Council confirmed
last month.

Eight-year-old Alfie was one of three finalists
in the Animal Hero Awards’ Young Animal
Enthusiast of the Year and received a
staggering number of nominations from his
many supporters wanting to see him
recognised for his fundraising work.

The awards, held in association with the
RSPCA and The Mirror newspaper, were
hosted by Amanda Holden and took place at
the Langham Hotel, London. Alfie met other
celebrities including Deborah Meaden and
Ben Fogle. And the RSPCA were so
impressed with Alfie’s story that they produced
a cartoon version of it.

Keynsham

Alfie Waker at the award ceremony with
Amanda Holden

In total, Alfie has raised over £1,600 including
taking part in a 35-mile cycle ride from
Wadworth Brewery to HorseWorld last
summer.
Sadly Tom passed away last July but Alfie
continues to visit and support HorseWorld and
has made a new friend in Nazia, the Shetland
pony.

In a rethink of its plans to
close several conveniences
in Bath and elsewhere in
the district, it reversed a
number of decisions and
agreed to extend the
maintenance and cleaning
contracts
on
some
properties.
The move follows a public
petition against the original
closure announcements
and a motion, won by
Conservatives
at
full
council, to revisit the plan
and budget.
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Brandon Trust boosted
by Frenchay 10k link
Bristol disability charity the Brandon Trust
is appealing for the support of runners at
the 2014 Frenchay 10k Road Run after
being chosen as a beneficiary for the
event.

death of Roger Smith at
the age of 82. In the
1960s he founded the

jewellery business Smith

of Keynsham which still

trades today on the High
Street.

Frenchay 10K secretary Bob Hadden said:
“We like to support local charities involved in
the care of people and Brandon Trust fits that
remit really well.”

Chief Executive Lucy Hurst-Brown said: “We
wish to say a big thank you to the Frenchay

The Week in • Thursday 2nd January 2014

News reached us just

prior to Christmas of the

It is being held for the 34th time on Sunday
13th April from 11am, on a scenic course
starting and finishing at the University of the
West of England's Glenside Campus at
Stapleton.

Brandon Trust celebrates its 20th anniversary
in the same month and the charity, which
supports people with learning disabilities and
autism through various services in South
Gloucestershire and Bristol, is hoping to boost
the total amount they raise from the event by
urging more entrants to sign up and run for
sponsorship.

Roger
Smith
Keynsham

Having sold the business

and retired quite a few
years ago he and his wife
Brandon Trust fundraiser Clair Thompson, left, with
Frenchay 10k secretary Bob Hadden pictured on
Frenchay Common where the road race will pass

10k committee for choosing us as a
beneficiary and would love runners to support
us.”
Brandon Trust would also like to recruit extra
volunteer marshals to help on the day. Call
0117 906 2922.

Val were still recognised
by

former

whenever

Keynsham.

customers

they

visited

Roger died at St Martin's
Hospital in Bath after a
short illness.
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Artists look East
from Keynsham

In today’s tough economic climate it’s hard to find the
determination to battle the odds and set up a new
business. However, young ceramicists Emily Waugh
and Allen Richards have moved back to Emily’s home
town to do just that.
Both recently finished studying for their Masters degrees from
Wolverhampton University and have decided to set up in
partnership in Keynsham and
continue
their
innovative
research into new glazing and
firing techniques.
Between them they create
decorative sculptures and
functional homewares inspired
by
both
Japanese
Zen
Buddhist
principles
and
religious architecture.

So far they have held talks on
their work in such far-flung
places as Japan and Turkey and are looking to do more in the
future. For now though they’re staying closer to home and are
hoping to share their work and their skills with the local
community through talks, workshops, and selling their work.
More information and examples of their work go to
www.allenrichardsceramicarts.com/index.htm and
www.emilyroseinspired.com

Police help disabled
children learn new
sporting skills

Avon & Somerset police have been helping children
with disabilities learn to play hockey by donating
specialist sticks to a Fishponds school.
The idea for the session at Briarwood School came about from
a friend of local hockey player Katie Sparkes, who plays hockey
for Bristol-based club Firebrands. However, the school had no
equipment.

PC Ali Price, a coach at Firebrands, stepped in, borrowing eight
UniHoc hockey sticks from the gym at police headquarters in
Portishead, which meant the 'Flyerz Hockey' session could go
ahead at the special school last month.
He was given time off work to carry out the coaching and to
increase engagement with young people in the community.
'Flyerz Hockey' is a specialist version of the sport which can be
played by people with physical and learning disabilities.

PC Price, who works in operational training, said: "It was
absolutely amazing to see the big smiles on the children's faces.
We taught the children how to dribble with the ball, pass the ball
and to hold the stick the right way.

"It was incredibly rewarding for me and for the young people.
What I learnt is that this is a sport which can be adapted for
anyone to play. There was a real sense of achievement by the
children who took part."
The UniHoc hockey sticks are specially adapted bendy hockey
sticks which can be used by children and adults.
PC Price is a keen hockey player having played the sport
throughout his life.
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He is an International representing the England over-45
masters' squad and has competed in Home Internationals,
European and World Cups.
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Planning Applications

Police seize cannabis from house in
Longwell Green after complaints from locals
Police were called out to a house in Longwell Green after
complaints from local people about a strong smell of cannabis
and people coming and going at all hours.

Officers recovered what they believe to be cannabis from the
house on Tuesday 18th December and a 32-year-old man was
arrested and released on police bail, pending a court hearing in
the New Year. He has been charged with producing a Class B
Drug.
The Week in • Thursday 2nd January 2014

Neighbourhood PC Phil Busvine, one of the officers who
attended the raid, said: “We’re always keen to hear from local
people about crime and anti-social behaviour in their
community.

“You can get in touch with us online through our website or by
calling 101. Alternatively call the independent charity
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.”
17
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OUT & ABOUT

Your guide to eating, drinking and entertainment in January

Aladdin at Hanham

Aladdin takes to the stage at Hanham Community Centre from 8th
to 12th January.

For tickets for Hanham Players’ panto, which includes two
matinees, call 0117 967 4439 or visit www.hanhamplayers.org.

Brass Works Theatre: Kidnapped

Robert Louis Stevenson’s classic Scottish seafaring story
Kidnapped opened at the Brass Works Theatre at Kingswood
Heritage Museum in Tower Lane, Warmley, before Christmas and
continues after Hogmanay.
There are performances from 2nd to 4th January and the 7th to
11th. For tickets call 0117 967 7817.

Burns’ Night celebrations

Kingswood Rotary Club is holding a Burns’ Night Dinner & Dance
on Saturday 25th January at the BAWA Club at Southmead Road
in Filton from 7pm to midnight.

There will be a traditional Burns’ Night three-course dinner and
Scottish dancing with music and a caller.

Everyone is invited and tickets are £29 a head. Call 0117 967
3224 or 0117 956 7063.

Ravel at two venues

Popular singer Ravel has a busy weekend ahead. He will be
performing live at the Cherry Tree, Oldland Common on Friday
3rd January and the Pavilion Club at Longwell Green Community
Centre on Saturday, 4th January at 7.30pm.

Inspired by Strictly?

After the success of Saturday night staple Strictly Come Dancing,
there’s the chance to try ballroom and Latin dancing yourself, with
classes for beginners starting on Mondays from 13th January at
Emersons Green Village Hall.
The classes run from 8pm to 9pm. For more information visit
www.britanniadance.co.uk
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Christmas storms cause
chaos and flooding misery
Hours and hours of non-stop rain saw widespread
flooding at Keynsham, Saltford and around Bitton
last week, along with widespread disruption across
our area.
And this week has begun with more high winds and heavy
downpours on already saturated ground.

Some 40 families were cut off at the boatyard on the
Broadmead Peninsula because of the flooding of the River
Avon.
The rivers Chew and Boyd also burst their banks, leaving many
fields under deep water.
Writing on Twitter on Christmas Eve, Cllr Dave Laming, owner
of the Phoenix Boatyard at Keynsham and Bath & North East
Somerset Council’s river champion, said: “I have nearly 40
families cut off in a raging river. No Xmas for them.”

The River Avon burst its banks in several places

although opened for a few hours on Boxing Day.

The Avon burst its banks in Saltford, with flooding at The
Shallows said to be close to record levels. The Jolly Sailor at
Saltford could not open on Christmas Day because of flooding
that staff described as “the worst it’s ever been”.
The A431 was closed at Kelston over Christmas because of
flooding. The fire and rescue service helped a man and his tenyear-old daughter to safety after their car got stuck in floodwater
last Monday night. Earlier a bus on that stretch of road had
become “totally flooded downstairs”, according to one
passenger.
On Christmas Eve a rapid relief team was in Swineford sorting
out sandbags for residents whose homes lie next to the Avon.

A boat found its way up the River Boyd

And he posted a picture on Christmas Day with the caption:
“Somewhere under there is road to my boatyard. Worst in 25
years I’ve ever seen.”

More than 50 people had their Christmas lunch cancelled after
the Lock Keeper in Keynsham was forced to close because of
the rising floodwaters. The pub, next to the Avon, was able to
open on Christmas Eve even though the car park and cellar
were flooded.

At the Meadows Livery in Church Road in Bitton, the waters
reached heights not far off the worst recorded more than 50
years ago. Horses had to be led to safety.
The pitches at Keynsham Town Football Club and Keynsham
Rugby Club were also submerged over the festive period.
The violent storms brought down power cables in Hanham

But by the evening the pub was forced to close as the waters
rose dangerously and it remained closed for Christmas Day

Keynsham Rugby Club

Road in Kingswood, in Abbots Road in Hanham and at Abson
Road in Pucklechurch. The road from Lansdown to Wick was
blocked with floods and a fallen tree.
There were also reports of tree downs on the Bristol to Bath
cyclepath, including near the Staple Hill tunnel.

First Great Western announced severe disruption to train
services and First Bus said the weather had caused
“considerable delays”.
20

Two lanes were closed on the A4 Bath Road at the Hicks Gate
roundabout for a time last Monday because of flooding.
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Flood defence now vital
The shocking floods in and around Keynsham before
Christmas have sparked a call to “reappraise”
proposals to build hundreds of homes along the
River Avon Corridor.
Cllr Dave Laming, who owns the Phoenix Boatyard at
Keynsham, is on the River Regeneration Trust team which has
been tasked with looking at turning the Broadmead Peninsula
into a new community with homes, jobs and leisure facilities.

He said after the Christmas floods: “A decade ago I wrote to Sir
John Harman, then chairman of the Environment Agency,
begging him to urgently prevent further tarmacking and
concreting on our green field plateaus and hillsides, especially
those guarding our great rivers.
“I also asked him to reinstate the dredging and clearing of our
watercourses, from streams to major rivers, providing him with
firm evidence that these activities had ceased at least seven
years earlier.

The road leading to the Phoenix Boatyard

the highly trained Sir John right or not? If he were still in office,
I would like to have asked him: ‘Why have we suffered three
major floods in less than two years whilst Environment Agency
professionals forecast the highest risk being one flood in 30
years?’
“Christmas Eve has presented B&NES Council and the River
Avon with a dilemma. Not only do we have a serious need for
thousands of houses and homes, but now it would seem we
have an even greater urgency to flood-defend property and
safeguard our lives.

The A431 between Swineford and Kelston

“I had a response, suggesting I had no understanding of
matters water and my belief was sheer nonsense that
constructing vast housing and commercial estates, such as
Bradley Stoke, Emersons Green and Cribbs Causeway, would
adversely affect the flood impact from our River Avon.
“It’s true I do not possess the necessary academic
qualifications to satisfy the likes of Sir John but I have observed
over the past decade and a half, at close quarters, the drastic
change in the mood swings of our river, together with its
surrounding flood plains and water tables. The failure for years
to clear and clean our ditches, streams and rivers has meant
massive silting and debris build-ups. This has almost certainly
reduced by at least a third the capacity of our River Avon
catchment area.

“I am advised it may have to be a triple engineered solution for
the flooding issue in Bath and along the River Avon; managed
retreat, constructed wetlands and engineered maintenance. But
then, next time we might just have high spring tides to contend
with and the city centre of Bath may lose out by those same few
inches.

The Shallows at Saltford

“Add to this the millions of square metres of hard surface
construction surrounding our main storm drain, the River Avon,
forcing the rain falling on those once green and pleasant lands
to enter the Avon in hours, rather than taking days to permeate
down through the grasslands.”

“Following the shock of last Tuesday night, we must surely have
a duty to revisit the proposals to build hundreds of homes on
the green slopes and flat fields of the River Avon Corridor. Not
to discard the plans but to reappraise.

“I look at the many Christmas Eve photographs of the River
Avon in flood taken from Wiltshire to Bristol and ask myself, was

Pictures: Becky Feather, John Aldridge, Gordon Fear.

He said that “by a matter of inches”, Bath was very lucky to
escape a far more serious flood catastrophe on Christmas Eve.
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“This will require a coming together of the Canal & River Trust,
the Environment Agency, Wessex Water and of course all
relevant departments of the council.”
More flood stories and pictures on page 27
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Directory & What’s On
Activities Club

Alternative Health

Building Services

Building Services

G D MEEK
Your local builder

Animal Feeds

Blinds

Structural alterations
Property maintenance
Partitions
Carpentry
Insurance work
Garden walls
T: 0117 932 5706
M: 07770 303807

Carers

Appliance Repairs
Car Services

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Directory & What’s On
Car Services

Carpet Fitters

Computers / IT

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym. T:
0117 986 1000.

Dance Lessons

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.
An advert

Carpentry

like this costs

Chimney Sweep

£16.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

Carpet Cleaning

Computers / IT

Driveways

An advert like this costs
£16.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

4 weeks - £13.00
8 weeks - £12.00

12 weeks - £11.00
26 weeks - £9.50
52 weeks - £9.00

An advert like this
costs

£16.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks
The Week in • Thursday 2nd January 2014

Damp Proofing

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FOR JUST
£3.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.
Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Electrical

Events

Garden Services

Musical

Furniture Makers

Hypnotherapy
Events

Logs

Garden Services

Pallets

Joinery
Painting
& Decorating

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com
24
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Directory & What’s On
Painting
& Decorating

Pet Services

Plumbers

Podiatry

Book a series of
adverts and
save even more

Plastering

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.
An advert

like this costs

£16.50 + VAT

Pawn Brokers

per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

Plumbers

Pest Control

An advert like this costs
£16.50 + Vat for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958
An advert like this
costs

£16.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks
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4 weeks - £13.00
8 weeks - £12.00
12 weeks - £11.00
26 weeks - £9.50
52 weeks - £9.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FOR JUST
£3.50 A WEEK
All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along as
all your dates are confirmed
with the order.

Similar discounts also apply to
our larger 7cm boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Printing

Taxis

Sewing Lessons

Therapies

Venue Hire

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.
An advert

like this costs

£16.50 + VAT

Waste Disposal

per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

An advert like this costs
£16.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

4 weeks - £13.00

Stair Repairs

TV & Aerials

8 weeks - £12.00

12 weeks - £11.00
26 weeks - £9.50
52 weeks - £9.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FOR JUST
£3.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.
Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Taxis

Uniforms

Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial
Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based
• from £4.75

0117 9159801
07530 864562
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K2 flooding: we told you so, say locals
There were reports of overflowing water at the new
Meadows development in Keynsham as a result of
the torrential rain last week.
Long before a planning application was submitted for the K2
development at the end of Park Road, locals had warned of the
potential problems with run-off during periods of excessive
rainfall.

Some residents latched on to Taylor Wimpey's choice of name
for the housing development, preferring to call it 'Boggy
Meadows.'
One local resident told us on Christmas Eve: “The water is
piling up against the new housing next to Castle School and
running down through the site near the hedgerow through the
recently removed compound location and crossing the new

road at the fork in the road and entering the underground
services ductwork and coming out of the manholes in the road
at the entrance to the site and the services manhole at the
bottom of Dunster Road. All water is coming through from the
site. Branches have been removed from the Parkhouse Lane
drain and it’s now flowing down the new system but is too full
for the manhole in the road to cope.”

School raises more
than £700 for victims
of Typhoon Haiyan
Staple Hill

Two pupils from the Tynings Primary School were so moved by the
recent typhoon that devastated the Philippines that they told their
headteacher they wanted to do something to help.

Grace and Henry went to see headteacher Ashley Yates and
suggested a non-uniform day to raise money for the Save the
Children disaster relief fund. They also come up with the idea that
all the money collected at the infant Nativity plays should go
towards the cause.
Mr Yates said: “They spoke at one of the Nativities to explain why
they wanted to raise the money to help the families devastated by
the typhoon.

“We were overwhelmed to receive £703.68 towards this cause the most The Tynings has ever raised for one cause.
“Grace and Henry have shown such concern for the children
affected by this tragedy - I am so very impressed.”
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Luncheon club receives Kingswood
Robber fled on a bike
£250 from Sainsbury’s
Police are appealing for witnesses and information
Members of Emersons Green Luncheon Club enjoyed a
special Christmas meal on 19th December.

The pensioners also took part in a quiz and raffle while the
get–together was also the occasion for the 60-strong
membership to receive a cheque for £250 from Tracy Cannard,
PR ambassador at Sainsbury’s in Emersons Green.

She presented the money, which came from Sainsbury’s
Community Grant Fund and was raised through their ‘bag for
life’ campaign, to Jim Magness, vice chair of the village hall.
Luncheon club members meet at the hall on the last Thursday
of the month and are treated to a variety of entertainment,
including singing, films and bingo. The club is run by volunteers.

following a robbery at the Poundstretcher store in
Kingswood on Sunday 29th December.

The incident happened at about 2.30pm when a man went into
the store in Halls Road and selected a bar of chocolate. He went
to the till to pay and when it was opened he demanded money
from the cashier. He then took a quantity of cash and left the
store on a bike.

He is described as white, in his late 40s and about 5ft 10in. He
was wearing a black hooded top, a black coat, blue jeans and
dark shoes. He also had a black woollen hat and gloves.
A spokesman for Avon & Somerset police said: “We would like
to hear from anyone who was in the area at the time who might
have information to help our inquiries.”

In particular they want to talk to a potential witness who was
parked in a disability bay outside the shop.
“The red Vauxhall Corsa drove off between 2.30pm and 2.45pm.
We believe that the driver may have information to help us and
we would urge them to contact us,” said the spokesman.

Anyone able to help is asked to contact South Gloucestershire
CID on the force number 101.

Tracy Cannard presenting the vice chair of Emersons Green Village
Hall, Jim Magness, with the cheque
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Police are investigating a raid on the McColls shop in Chandag
Road, Keynsham, some time over Christmas. The break-in was
discovered on Friday 27th December.
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Santa trains
smash all records
Bitton

More than 13,000 passengers enjoyed Avon Valley
Railway's Santa Specials in the run-up to Christmas,
smashing all previous records.
The number of visitors was up 2,000 on last year. With up to six
trips departing throughout the day over 12 days, the Bittonbased heritage railway saw passengers paying up to £12 a head
at peak times for the six-mile round trip, which included presents
from Santa for the children. The weather stayed dry for most of
the trips.

From Boxing Day until 1st January, the railway ran Sherry and
Mince Pie Specials which gave passengers a great view of the
flooded fields around Bitton, Keynsham and Saltford.
Last Sunday engine driver Dave Burton was driving the steam
locomotive ‘Karel’ for the Sherry and Mince Pie Special that ran
four times during the day. He said that business had been very
good.

Originally from Stratford in
London, Dave has lived in the
Bristol area since 1963. He used
to work at Imperial Smelting in
Bristol but now retired, he has for
many years been a volunteer at
AVR.
There were more trains on
display over Christmas with the
‘Littleton No. 5’ in its bright blue
livery bringing plenty of colour
and ‘Martha’, the Pines Express,
making an appearance bedecked
in her restaurant finery.

A carriage was also used as a
shop selling hundreds of books
and information on railway memorabilia. Vintage crockery,
clothes and ornaments reminded visitors of bygone days.
Driver Dave Burton

Be a lifesaver in 2014

The New Year period can be a challenging time for blood stocks
due to the wintry weather and dark nights keeping people
indoors.
So perhaps you might like to consider making it your New Year’s
resolution is to give blood. More than 25% of us require blood at
least once in our lifetime but only 4% of adults are currently
donors. Each blood donation can help as many as three people.

The first local donor sessions of the new year are on Friday 3rd
January at Christ Church Hall in Downend, at St George
Community Centre on Monday 13th January and at Hanham
Methodist Church Hall on Wednesday 15th January.
To find out more about these sessions and other opportunities
to give blood visit www.blood.co.uk or call 0300 123 23 23.
The Week in • Thursday 2nd January 2014
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PCSO reported for
Celebrations at Christ
summons for common the Servant Church
assault in Downend
A Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) has been reported
for summons to court for common assault.
The announcement shortly
incident in June in Downend.

before Christmas follows an

An Avon & Somerset police spokesman said: “Following a call
about young people causing a nuisance at Downend Sports
Centre on Monday 22nd June, we received a complaint from the
family of a 15-year-old that he had been assaulted by a PCSO.

Hundreds of people attended the annual Christmas fayre at
Christ the Servant Church at Stockwood.

With carols and Christmas music from Keynsham Town Band
and Brian Platten, the afternoon went with a swing. Mary Rutt’s
art group gave an exhibition of members’ work and an unusual
attraction was the Area Dean for South Bristol the Rev Canon
Gwyn Owen, whose hobby is producing leather items. He set up
his small workshop and made leather key rings which he
inscribed with buyers’ details.

“The complaint was investigated by our Professional Standards
Department and the evidence passed to the Crown Prosecution
Service. Authorisation was given to prosecute PCSO Nicholas
Pearce for common assault and he has been reported for
summons for the offence and
will appear before magistrates’
court at a date to be fixed.
“This action demonstrates that
we will vigorously investigate
all complaints from the public
about alleged misconduct by
our staff.

“In light of the impending court
proceedings we are unable to
comment any further at this
stage.”

The church, which is now looking ahead to marking its 50th
anniversary this year, has a celebration weekend planned on
8th and 9th February which will include a special service with
the Bishop of Bristol.
The church was the first in the world to be dedicated to Christ
the Servant.

Fun with the Boys’ Brigade

The 28th Boys’ Brigade are looking for new members to join
them on a Monday evening for fun, games, craft and storytime
at the Bethesda Independent Church Hall, off Soundwell Road
in Staple Hill.

There are sessions for boys aged five to eight (6pm- 7.15pm)
and eight to 11 (6pm-7.30pm). For more information visit
www.boys-brigade.org.uk

Keynsham

Guild's New Year meeting
The Week In on line

Keep up to date with local news as it happens at

www.theweekin.co.uk

Follow us @theweekineditor
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The guest speaker at the next meeting of St Keyna
Townswomen's on Tuesday 14th January will be Mr O Cole and
the subject is The Serenaders.

Guild members meet on the second Tuesday of each month in
the Fear Hall between 9.45am and 11.45am. They are a friendly,
outgoing group who enjoy interesting speakers and numerous
sub-group outings and activities.
New members are most welcome.
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Football

Eventful Christmas period for Keynsham Town FC
The Saturday before Christmas saw Keynsham Town make the
long trek to North Devon to play Barnstaple Town and return
empty-handed after a 3-1 defeat.

Despite the torrential rain that had swept across the South West
the day before the game, the pitch was in remarkably good
condition. The Ks made the stronger start and wasted three
golden opportunities to take the lead in the first 15 minutes.
They were then made to pay for their profligacy in front of goal
when Barnstaple took the lead in the 25th minute.
Matters could have become worse for the visitors soon after
when they gave away a penalty, but the Barnstaple player
dragged the spot kick well wide of Matt Dunk’s goal to keep the
score at 1-0 at half-time.
However, shortly after the restart, Barnstaple doubled their
advantage with a well-worked goal. The Ks’ heads didn’t drop
though and they soon pulled a goal back on the hour with a
comical own goal by the Barnstaple right-back. But the home
side made sure of the points with 20 minutes remaining when
they were awarded their second penalty of the match, which
was safely converted this time.

Unfortunately the Boxing Day home game against Ashton &
Backwell fell foul of the flooding in Keynsham, with the 3G
surface lying under two feet of water.

Keynsham at Roman Glass St George

sides in the first half, although Cozens made a fine double-save
on 35 minutes. Unfortunately during this incident he was
accidentally kicked by a Roman Glass forward and suffered a
broken finger which left him unable to continue. Fortunately for
the Ks, veteran keeper Lionel Fear was on the bench to replace
him.

Keynsham stepped up a gear in the second half and it was no
surprise when Ben Stiff turned the ball home in the 70th minute
after a flurry of corners. The home side threw men forward in
search of an equaliser, but the Ks protected Fear’s goal
resolutely and he had little to do. The victory was sealed with
five minutes left on the clock, when Ryan Ashwood finished
neatly after Pat Davison’s close-range shot was parried by the
keeper.
The victory lifted Keynsham out of the relegation zone and
three points clear of Oldland Abbotonians.

Keynsham’s Reserves also had an excellent 7-1 win on
Saturday against top-six side Clevedon United, thereby
consolidating their mid-table position.

Last Saturday saw another away game at Almondsbury against
Roman Glass St George and this time the Ks returned home
with a crucial 2-0 victory.

Young goalkeeper Kyle Cozens made his first team debut in
place of the unavailable Matt Dunk and had little to do in the
early stages. There was nothing to choose between the two
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Next up for the First XI is a visit to Devizes Town in the league
on Saturday 4th January (3pm kick-off).
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