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With the marketing of retail sites at the town centre
development now officially under way, B&NES Council is yet to
reveal whether it has signed any national retailer for the anchor
sites. The Week In understands, however, that negotiations
have been taking place with clothing and homeware chain
Matalan.
Commercial property agents DTZ have been appointed to find
tenants to fill the 12 retail units of between 750 and 4,700sq ft
which will be known as Marketplace.
The agent’s brochure describes the area as “ideal for high
street retailers and restaurant chains” which will serve a
population of over 285,000 and an additional 2,000 homes in
the town by 2026. It also points out that Waitrose is opening in
(Broadmead Lane) Keynsham next year.
Three of the larger 2,000 sq ft units will be available only as
retail sites while all the others are offered for A1 (retail) A2
(financial/professional services) or A3 (food and drink) use. No
details of rents are included in the prospectus but it is
understood that the units opposite the library and civic centre
building are being offered at between £12,000-£13,000 p.a.
The lower ground floor space, fronting Bath Hill, is being offered
as two separate units of around 1,000 sq ft each while the
largest single unit at 4,700 sq ft is being suggested for use as a
restaurant with outdoor terrace. 
When the original proposal to redevelop Keynsham town centre

was adopted by the
previous, Conserva-
tive-led B&NES
Council in 2009,
consultants at the
time warned against
including retail
provision in the
scheme. Concerns
that rental values in
Keynsham would be
insufficient for any
developer to justify taking on the project led to B&NES' ultimate
decision to undertake the development itself.

‘No formal discussions’
During the official topping out ceremony in October, Cllr David
Bellotti, B&NES Council cabinet member responsible for the
redevelopment, told journalists that he had hoped to have been
able to announce one of the anchor tenants but that
negotiations over rent had still not been concluded. 
Last week, however, when asked to comment on the possible
arrival of Matalan, a council spokesman said: “It is very early in
the marketing phase and no formal discussions have been
carried out with any retailer to date.”
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Matalan coming to Keynsham?
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The restoration of Temple Primary School on Bath Hill to modern
living accommodation has won a building quality award.
In the annual Bath & North East Somerset Building Control Awards
announced recently, Whitchurch-based Whitecroft Developments
were singled out for the project which was judged the winner of the
category for works on a listed building. 
Nash Partnership, the architects engaged on the project, won the
best design quality award. 
Newland Homes were highly commended in the new housing
category for their development of seven houses on Park Road in
Keynsham. 
The awards ceremony will take place in February and Whitecroft
Developments will go forward to the South West regional judging
of the Local Authority Building Control Awards.

Keynsham

Housing developments
win build awards

Temple Primary School
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Keep an eye out for the elderly
this Christmas
People are being asked to keep an eye on elderly
people in the community to make sure they stay safe
and well this Christmas.
The message, backed by Age UK, comes from Keynsham
hairdresser Liz Patch, who, unable to get hold of an elderly
friend by phone recently, went round to the house in Hengrove
and heard a cry of distress when she knocked on the door. 
Liz, of Studio 9 on Bath Hill, called the police who found the
elderly lady and one of her friends both lying on the floor. They
had been there for up to 36 hours and both were freezing as the
heating had gone off.
One of the old ladies had fallen and the other had tried to help

and as a result had fallen
too. Both were taken to
hospital and have recovered
but Liz said the police told
her that had she not turned
up, they would have been
dead from hypothermia
within hours.
Now Liz is urging people to
check up on their elderly
neighbours and others in the
community. And Age UK

says new research shows that 450,000 people over 65 will face
Christmas alone this year.
A spokeswoman said: “Loneliness and isolation are huge
issues for the UK’s ageing population, made even more difficult
by cold winter conditions.
“Anyone concerned about an older friend or neighbour can put
them in touch with their local Age UK (Bristol 0117 929 7537 or
B&NES 01225 466 135) to find out about befriending and other
social activities. 
“We also encourage people to pop in to see their older
neighbours, especially if they have any concerns about them.
As Liz’s story shows, the reactions of a concerned neighbour
can make a crucial difference.”
Hengrove Neighbourhood Sergeant Mike Johnson said: “We’re
very grateful to Mrs Patch for being so caring and so alert that
something was wrong - and for calling us so promptly. 
“This was clearly an emergency and we’re very happy to have
been able respond quickly and to help the elderly women get
the medical attention they needed.” 



6 The Week in • Thursday 19th December 2013



The Week in • Thursday 19th December 2013 7

Confusion following one-way system decision
Many residents in St George have been left confused and
angry after the Neighbourhood Partnership committee voted
last week to go ahead with the scheme for a one-way system
on Beaufort Road but to drop the more contentious elements
of the Crews Hole Road proposal.
A third proposal, put forward by local residents at a crowded public
meeting at the Woodwise Academy last month, was not
considered. 
Bristol City Council’s highways team had originally put forward a
scheme which would effectively create a one-way system on Crews
Hole Road westbound and Beaufort Road eastbound. While the
proposal was intended to address road safety issues in the area,
the main source of funding was to come from the Bristol Enterprise
Zone for the creation of a cycleway between Keynsham and
Temple Meads. 
The route has to leave the riverbank at Crews Hole Road, where
there are already problems with local and commuter traffic.
Although Enterprise Zone money has been earmarked for the
scheme, almost £70,000 of Section 106 funding from the Weavers
Mill development was also required and the St George
Neighbourhood Partnership has to allocate this money by the end
of 2013.
At last week’s meeting, the committee, which includes local
councillors for St George East and West wards, was asked to
consider two proposals - to adopt the highways department plan or
to proceed without by removing the one-way element and
segregated cycleways from Crews Hole Road and Conham Road. 
By voting for the latter, it appears that the Beaufort Road part of the
plan will proceed without having addressed any of the concerns
raised at the public consultation meeting only two weeks earlier
about traffic on Church Road and potential safety hazards on
Blackswarth Road and The Avenue (The Week In, Issue 298). 
Meanwhile, in Crews Hole Road, neither the traffic speed issues
nor the potential problems of introducing a cycleway into two-way
traffic have been addressed and it is not clear whether the
Enterprise Zone funding will still be available without this element
of scheme. The changes to the traffic system on Beaufort Road will
most likely be introduced early next year under an Experimental
Traffic Order.  This, at least means it can be reversed or amended
should it prove to be unsuccessful in its aims.
Local residents have expressed a range of views over the traffic
proposals for the area, claiming it is nothing more than an
advancement of the cycling agenda and that changes to the bus
lanes on Church Road have had a negative impact on Beaufort

Road. Many have responded, claiming the only real solution
requires major capital investment and better public transport rather
than just tinkering. 
The St George Neighbourhood Action Group, formerly SCHAR, the
Save Crews Hole Road Access Road, has vowed to fight on.
SNAG spokeswoman Freja Shamanka said:  “The SCHAR
campaign organisers decided that we need to change our name
and objectives because the needs of the campaign have evolved
since 9th October. We are no longer simply a group against a one-
way on Crews Hole Road, we have developed into a campaign
which seeks to ensure that fair, democratic processes are adhered
to within the St George Neighbourhood Partnership.” 
“In addition to challenging the undemocratic behaviour of the
Partnership/councillors, we will also be giving our full support to our
Beaufort Road neighbours in their campaign to raise awareness of
and hopefully stop the rest of the one-way scheme from being
implemented. “
See also Letters page 10

No changes for Crews Hole Road?
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Fat Man to Green Man, by Kingswood author Ira
Rainey, tells the story of how an overweight forty-
something trained for and completed the gruelling
Green Man Ultra Marathon and the Bath Half
Marathon over the same weekend – a total of 60
miles.
But far from being an elite athlete with superhuman running
abilities, Ira Rainey was an “overweight and unfit slacker” who
felt a bit sorry for himself because he had sore feet.

He was an optimist who thought everything would always be all
right, until a friend was diagnosed with terminal cancer and
given months to live. It was an event that would push Ira to
tackle his apathy towards life and take on the challenge of
becoming an ultra marathon runner, training with Bitton Road
Runners and pushing himself to go further than he had ever
gone before in preparation for the 47-mile Bristol Green Man
event.
Fat Man to Green Man is the tale of Ira’s journey from fat to fit,
and everything that came between the two.
Ira Rainey is also one of the authors of the best-selling
Dictionary of Bristle in which he writes under the pen name
Harry Stoke. 
Fat Man to Green Man is published by Tangent Books and is
available now as an eBook for Kindle and all other e-readers
now, It is also available to pre-order from
www.tangentbooks.co.uk and will be in bookshops from 27th
January.

From unfit slacker to
ultra marathon runner

Ira, having run up a volcano in Lanzarote as part of his training
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard
3 9 2 6
5 6 8 1 2 3
8 3 5 6 1

5 8
7 3 5 2 8 6

6 9
5 9 7 6

2 9 6 3 8 5
7 2 4 9 1

9 6 8
1 4 7 8 3 9

9 7

1 6 5 7 3
8 3 4 1

2 7 9
2 5

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND 

Sunday 22nd December

Sunday 29th December

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Education watchdog Ofsted says the Grange School
& Sports College in Warmley, which was put into
special measures earlier this year, is now making
“reasonable progress” towards removal of the
restrictions. 
The school received a damning report after being inspected in
April, with Ofsted saying it was failing to give students an
acceptable standard of education.

From 1st September the Grange has been supported by the
Cabot Learning Federation, which has provided staff to lead the
school while an academy sponsor is being sought to run the
school independently.
Interim principal Mike Gunston said that last month a team of
inspectors spent two days in the school, monitoring progress

towards coming out of special measures.
He said: “I am delighted to say the inspectors were very
pleased with the progress we have made and believe we are
focusing on the right areas to move the school forwards. We
recognise there is still much work to do but this was a positive
first step.”
He added: “Our students did themselves and the school proud
throughout the two days. Inspectors were impressed with their
attitude in lessons and behaviour around the school.”
Inspector Michael Smith said: “The school is making
reasonable progress towards the removal of special measures.”

South Gloucestershire’s long-term planning blueprint, the Core
Strategy, was formally adopted by the council last week.
The decision follows approval by Government planning
inspector Paul Crysell, who concluded that the strategy was
"sound" and suitable for adoption, subject to a number of final
modifications.
Economic measures set out in the strategy include the creation
of three new Enterprise Areas - in Emersons Green, Filton and
Severnside - with the potential to deliver thousands of new jobs
by 2027.
The plan makes provision for a total of 28,355 new homes,
including affordable housing, of which the majority will be
located near major employment sites.

Warmley

Grange School making progress, says Ofsted

South Glos planning
strategy agreed

LQ
LQ
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Letters
Crews Hole Road one way
decision
Dear Sir,
Despite overwhelming public opinion and
seven public statements, five of which were
against a one-way system on both Beaufort
Road and Crews Hole Road and two of which
wanted improvements for cyclists on Crews
Hole Road, the decision was made last week
by councillors Stone, Pearce and Breckels
who voted to make Beaufort Road one way
(in two places) going from west to east i.e.
from Blackswarth Road to Summerhill Road. 
So from implementation, probably January
2014, the only way out on to a main road for
those people living in the 11 roads that exit on
to the top end of Beaufort Road/The Avenue
will be via Beaconsfield Road or The Avenue,
and then to get over The Feeder via Troopers
Hill Road / Crews Hole Road or Church Road
/Blackswarth Road.
The only statements ‘for’ a road change came
from the Bristol Cyclists group, who, as far as
I am aware, had not attended any previous
meetings, and a cyclist who lived in Bitton,
lodged a statement but did not turn up to state
his case. Their thrust was all about Crews
Hole Road and I'm not sure what benefit they
will get out of the Beaufort Road changes,
other than that they will be able to go down it
as there will be a cycle contraflow through the
motor vehicle one-way stages.
Due to the pressure and campaigning by the
Save Crews Hole Access Road group they
voted not to put in the one-way elements on
Crews Hole Road for the time being. The
minutes of the meeting will eventually be
entered on the St George Neighbourhood
Partnership website where you can also read
the proposals and statements.
The scheme is covered by an Experimental
Traffic Order which means that, although we
will have to put up with it for six months, if it
causes bus delays or problems for
emergency vehicles, or if the public outcry it
too great, then it may be scrapped. So if it
causes us problems we will have to bombard

the Neighbourhood Partnership, the council
employees, councillors and our MP with
emails.
It is important that during the period of the
Experimental Traffic Order all concerns are
raised as quickly as possible as there is only
a 12-month period in which to act. The reason
being that 18 months is the maximum time
that an Experimental Traffic Order can run for,
and any alteration to the road layout has to be
completed six months before that date. 
We understand that the situation will be
reviewed six months from the start date on
the data collected in respect of public
transport bus time schedules and complaints
from users.
B. Tozer, by e-mail

We’ve been badly let down
Dear Stephen,
Sadly, the people in the Beaufort Road,
Crews Hole Road and surrounding areas
have been badly let down by the St George
Neighbourhood Partnership in conjunction
with the council’s Highways Department, just
to save losing a few thousand pounds levied
on developers in the area.
At a meeting on Tuesday 10th December the
NP agreed to the introduction of an
experimental one-way scheme along
Beaufort Road/ The Avenue in St George. 
The scheme will have two short one-way
sections, with two-way traffic between the
plugs - surely this will increase confrontation
and RTCs, the very thing the NP claim they
are seeking to avoid.
This scheme has always been against the
opinions of a large number of residents, local
schools and businesses who voiced their
views at meetings, in an online petition and on
hand-written petitions handed in to the
Council’s Democratic Services.
The purpose of the NP, according to their
website, "is to improve the quality of life for
the residents in the neighbourhood, etc" and
the general feeling in the area is that they
have failed to achieve this in reaching this
decision.
Considering the impact the scheme will have,
an earlier, more transparent, democratic
consultation would have avoided a rushed
and inappropriate option being adopted for

which no timescale has yet been given.
St George residents

Food collection thanks
Dear Sir,
Once again, Churches Together in Keynsham
and Saltford would like to thank everyone who
supported our recent food collection for the
homeless of Bath and Bristol.  
Despite the rain, and earlier appeals for
support from other organisations, we had
another generous response. This is very
much appreciated by all those who receive
the donations.
Churches Together in Keynsham and Saltford
would like to take this opportunity to wish
everyone a Happy, Joyful and Peaceful
Christmas.
Many thanks
Anne Hobdey, CTKS

Kingswood Labour
candidate
Dear Editor,
The Kingswood Labour Party are clearly
struggling to find a Parliamentary candidate
who is sufficiently committed to our area
because Kingswood was not even the first
choice of Labour's latest candidate. 
In fact it is the fourth seat that she has
attempted to be selected for, in her effort to
become an MP. She had been shortlisted for
the Bath and North East Somerset seat, the
Bristol West seat and the Stroud seat in
Gloucestershire. 
And in May 2011, she even stood as a council
candidate in Bath. Does Kingswood want a
prospective Labour MP that puts our area so
far down her list of constituency priorities?
Regards
Cllr Christine Price
Longwell Green councillor

Concern over 20mph limit 
Dear Sir,
I feel I must write to support Cllr Alan Hale (A
waste of public Money)in the 12th December
edition of The Week In. 
I, like him, have been observing the 20mph 
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Letters
limit and have had cars tailgating, overtaking
in stupid places and making stupid hand
gestures because of the speed I have been
doing. I have even had cyclists overtake. I
have also observed public transport and
council vehicles traveling at well above
20mph.
My daughter had a very narrow escape while
using the pedestrian crossing on Wellsway;
she was about to step onto the crossing when
a white van overtook the car in front, who was
obviously frustrating him, on the crossing.
While absolutely condemning this stupid idiot,
I’m sure if they were knocked down, the
supporters of this silly speed limit would have
tried to use the accident to justify imposing it,
rather than accept it as being the cause of
frustration and rash decisions.
As I have suggested in the past, the money
would have been better spent imposing the
limit at necessary places, i.e. schools,
shopping areas, and putting in speed
indicators and cameras to enforce it.
Alan Burston, Keynsham

Our Christmas wish 
Dear Stephen,
At a meeting on Monday 9th December of the
local Safer and Stronger Community Group,
deep concerns about the lack of off-street
parking in Hanham were expressed by
members of the public. 
I’m glad to see that our local MP has now
taken up the issue and I’m sure that many
residents will be interested in the response Mr
Skidmore receives from Tesco.
Sadly it is now too late to save at least one
business so let us hope that this supermarket
giant which, one supposes, wishes to be
welcomed into our community, will show at
least a little community spirit by allowing the
temporary use of this land until their official
car park is ready.
It would be comforting to think that, coinciding
with this letter appearing in the 300th edition
of The Week In, there would also be news of
a positive response by Tesco - now that would

add sparkle to the festive season.
Regards,
Mike Openshaw, Hanham

Politics aside 
Dear Sir,
Having read the letters in the last Issue of The
Week In, I felt I wanted to share something
with your readers that was not political.
I had the good fortune to be invited to my
granddaughter’s nativity play at Chandag
School’s reception class. Not only did the
children tell the story in song, they also used
sign language.  As the ages range from four
to five, the children were so impressive, they
should all be very proud of themselves. Well
done children and staff.  
As a postscript, there are other things going
on in and around Keynsham that are not
political! 
From a very proud granny. 
M Haynes, Keynsham

We will fight to maintain
Keynsham-Saltford
Greenbelt 
Dear Editor,
Residents in Saltford and East Keynsham will
be absolutely appalled to learn that a
developer is trying to press B&NES Council to
allow it to build up to 800 new homes on
Greenbelt land between Keynsham and
Saltford.
The stretch of Greenbelt which runs from
Hicks Gate all the way to Bath along the 'A4
corridor' is there to provide a safety buffer
preventing our communities from being
submerged into one large 'Bristol-Bath'
conurbation.
Residents value the open countryside which
maintains the separateness of our distinct
local communities, and local Conservatives
will continue to fight to stop this merger from
ever happening.
Earlier this year we successfully prevented
B&NES from earmarking Greenbelt around
Saltford for anything up to 5,000 houses, so to
see a developer still proposing to build 800 in
the same area defies belief.
Putting aside the need to protect our

Greenbelt, the local area simply does not
have the infrastructure to cope with such
large-scale development. The A4 is already at
capacity and the Council has shown little
willingness to find ways of addressing this.
Fortunately, the final decision on this does not
rest with some developer with pound signs
flashing in their eyes.
Unlike the situation under the previous
government, the Coalition Government has
handed decision making over development
back to local councils.  This means that, so
long as the housing numbers are based on
evidence of local need, B&NES gets to decide
the scale and location of new development,
and if or where there should be any
alterations to the Greenbelt boundary.
The Council is already well aware of our firm
position with regards to protecting Keynsham
and Saltford's Greenbelt, and we will continue
to fight on behalf of local residents to protect
this valued asset.
Yours faithfully,
Cllr Mathew Blankley (Cons, Saltford);Cllr
Francine Haeberling (Cons, Saltford); Cllr
Marie Longstaff (Cons, Keynsham East);
Cllr Bryan Organ (Cons, Keynsham East)

Hanham Eyecare 
Dear Editor,
I was very sorry to hear about the closure of
Hanham Eyecare last week. It is always a
shame to find out about the closure of a local
business in the area and it is upsetting to hear
that there will be another empty shop on the
high street. I would like to send my best
wishes to the staff of Hanham Eyecare. 
As a business operating within the town, we
are committed to supporting the local
community and I personally welcome those
who have been affected by the closure of
Hanham Eyecare to our Specsavers store in
Keynsham. We will be offering free sight tests
and 50% off glasses throughout the month of
December to those from Hanham Eyecare
with proof of prescription. Our store is located
at 12 Temple Street, Keynsham and there is
low cost parking in the local area. 
Richard Alexander, Specsavers Keynsham,
Store Director
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Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9

10 11 12

13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29

Across

Safety device (11,4)9
River in China (7)10
Of great importance (3,4)12
Spiced sausage (9)13
Skilled or proficient (5)14
Speech impediment (7)15
Profitable (7)18
Angry or excited (3,2)21
Serum used for snake bites (9)23
Displaying great wealth (7)25
Road safety device (7)26
Elimination of a race from an area or 
region (6,9)

29

Down

Disagreeably sticky (4)1
A portent of good or evil (4)2
Liquid applied to the skin (8)3
Open sided structure (6)4
Planting using a pointed implement (8)5
Mysterious thing (6)6
Unable to sing or play music in tune (4-4)7
Emaciated (8)8
Old word for 'regarding' (5)11
Sailing vessel (8)15
Without formal training (8)16
Connect again (8)17
Attractive, tempting (8)19
Bring together (5)20
To blend beforehand (6)22
Slang word for heart (6)24
Middle East chief (4)27
Therefore Latin (4)28

ACROSS
9 Safety device (11,4)
10 River in China (7)
12 Of great importance (3,4)
13 Spiced sausage (9)
14 Skilled or proficient (5)
15 Speech impediment (7)
18 Profitable (7)
21 Angry or excited (3,2)
23 Serum used for snake bites (9)
25 Displaying great wealth (7)
26 Road safety device (7)
29 Elimination of a race from an area or

region (6,9)

DOWN
1 Disagreeably sticky (4)
2 A portent of good or evil (4)
3 Liquid applied to the skin (8)
4 Open sided structure (6)
5 Planting using a pointed implement (8)
6 Mysterious thing (6)
7 Unable to sing or play music in tune (4-4)
8 Emaciated (8)
11 Old word for 'regarding' (5)
15 Sailing vessel (8)
16 Without formal training (8)
17 Connect again (8)
19 Attractive, tempting (8)
20 Bring together (5)
22 To blend beforehand (6)
24 Slang word for heart (6)
27 Middle East chief (4)
28 Therefore Latin (4)

Christmas would not be Christmas
without the Boxing Day performance of
the Keynsham Mummers Play. 
The first recorded performance was in
1822 and since its revival it has been
performed every 26th December in the

town by the Bristol Morris Men since
1977. 
This year there will be three
performances. The first is at 11am is
outside St John’s Church before moving
to the Library at Riverside for 11.30am. 

The final performance is at noon at the
New Inn on Bath Hill. Pictured above is
a scene from last year's Mummers Play
outside St John's Church.
For more information visit
www.bristolmorrismen.co.uk

Keynsham Mummers Play
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Future of Willsbridge Mill still unclear
Local residents, councillors,
representatives from Avon
Wildlife Trust and Willsbridge Mill
Community Refresh Group
gathered last Thursday to try to
thrash out future plans.  
However, with no figures or statistics
given from participating parties, no
major decisions could be taken. 
Willsbridge Mill Community Refresh
Group, a new organisation set up from
the ashes of the café project which ran
last year, presented their business plan.
With six directors on board, they aim to
register as a not-for-profit Community
Interest Company.  
They want to repair and maintain mill
buildings and convert the barn into a
community café and meeting room,
house a visitor centre and retail outlet on
the mill’s ground floor, and to hire out
community meeting rooms, with a
gallery and commercial space on the
second and third floors.
Local resident and parish councillor
Virginia McNab said there were already

a number of local coffee outlets,
including at Bitton Station and Warmley
Waiting Room, and she wasn’t certain
there was a need for another one.
However, she acknowledged that local
schools could make use of the facilities
the mill provided and suggested that
other community groups, such as
Whitfield Tabernacle, New Cheltenham
and Kingswood Heritage Museum,
should become more involved in each
other’s projects.
John Morris, from South Gloucestershire
Council, walked attendees to the
proposed new car parking area, the
entrance to which would be at the
bottom of Willsbridge Hill.  He said there
would need to be traffic calming
measures and parts of the present
retaining wall rebuilt to allow traffic on
Willsbridge Hill to become more aware
of the entrance.   
Dilapidated mill houses towards the front
of the mill, in Lime Wood could, Mr
Morris suggested, be sold and planning
permission sought to build.  He
expressed this as an idea to raise much-

needed finance for the mill’s future.
Avon Wildlife Trust, the present
leaseholders, are keen to take on the
lease next year.  However their interest
is purely in the nature reserve and not
the buildings.  They will  inform the
Community Refresh Group of the legal
costs, insurance, and other expenditure
incurred in running the mill. 
Dawn Dicken, Avon Wildlife Trust
volunteer and a local resident, said: “I
would like to see a café at the mill and all
parties working together.”
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For more than 20 years, Mike
Swift, from Keynsham, has
decorated his house with
Christmas lights in aid of different
charities.
This year he has decided to donate the
collection to Time2Share, a charity close
to his heart. It operates in Bristol, Bath
and North East Somerset, supporting
disabled children and their families.
Mike’s seven-year-old granddaughter
Emma has a volunteer befriender who
visits regularly.  Emma has the rare
genetic condition Beckwith-Wiedemann
Syndrome. She developed epilepsy at
18 months old and this has caused
developmental delays.  
Caring for Emma has at times been a
challenge for her parents Mark and
Teresa, and they wanted a break for a
few hours a week to have time with their
son George, and enable Emma to gain
some independence and have fun with a

volunteer.
Time2Share provides
volunteer befriending to
disabled children and
young people.  Earlier this
year co-ordinator Sarah
King matched Emma with a
volunteer, Becky.  Both love
animals, going to the park,
Bath City Farm and arts
and crafts, and they
recently visited the music
train at Avon Valley
Railway.  
Emma said: “I really love
Becky coming and we have lots of fun
doing lots of different activities.”
To visit Mike’s Christmas grotto, head
along to St Francis Road (opposite
Broadlands School) where there is more
information about Time2Share as part of
the display. 
The charity is looking for volunteers of

all ages to join its befriending scheme in
Bristol, Bath and North East Somerset.
No previous experience is necessary as
full training and ongoing support is
provided.
For more information about volunteering
contact Sarah King on 0117 941 5868 or
visit the website www.time2share.org.uk 

Mike lights up children’s
lives for Time2Share
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Take a snap shot of issues 1, 100 and 200 of the Week In and one
story remains constant. Not surprisingly it is Cadbury’s at
Somerdale. In our very first issue, shockwaves were rippling

through the factory after a
majority of the workforce
had voted to accept
enhanced redundancy and
pension terms, allowing
Cadbury’s to proceed with
the transfer of production
to Poland. 
By Issue no. 100 the food
giant Kraft were waiting for
a response to their offer to
purchase Cadbury’s but in
the meantime had assured
local MP Dan Norris that
they were serious about
keeping Somerdale open.
In Issue no. 200, we

reported that Taylor Wimpey had been confirmed as the successful
(and is it has subsequently transpired, only) bidder for the
Somerdale site.
Other items which made the news in February 2008 included the
news that up to 3,000 homes could be added to the emerging Core
Strategy for Keynsham in addition to 700 already designated as K2.
This was the first of
many times that the term
'Regional Spatial
Strategy' would appear
on our pages.
The reaction of the
Keynsham Business
Association was also
interesting. Chair Lynn
Young called on B&NES
Council to sort out the
infrastructure before
proceeding with any of
the forthcoming
developments, such as
Tesco or K2 - this was in
2008, remember!  Elsewhere, Timbercraft had just opened in
Keynsham and Saltford Sports Club mourned the loss of local
legend John Mitchard.
Other items of news in the centenary issue included chaos at
Wellsway School which was in lockdown with armed police in
attendance after reports of a teenager in the vicinity carrying a gun.
Two youngsters, not from the school, were apprehended elsewhere
in Keynsham but no gun was found.
Barrs Court residents were celebrating after supermarket giant
Asda was refused permission to carry out some of its
redevelopment work during the night. And a former cleaner at the

store was jailed after being caught sabotaging food products using
screws and nails. 

"Congratulations of your 300th issue - You continue to
be a source of information to the community as well as
enabling residents to air views via the letters page." Cllr
Charles Gerrish, Keynsham North

While last month saw a
magnificent and typical
response by local residents
to the typhoon disaster in
the Philippines, in January
2010 our Issue no. 100
reported that the Lions Club
had mobilised to collect for
the Haiti Appeal.
January 2012 saw Issue no.
200 and the sobering news
that Avon & Somerset
Police had recorded a 54%
rise in drink-driving arrests
over the Christmas period
compared to the previous
year. We also reported on a bizarre story in which Keynsham Music
Festival organiser Suzy Mizarhi had just returned from rural Spain
where she met an old man who worked at a petrol station way off
the beaten track. Realising she was English, he told her about an
old friend he had visited in Keynsham during the 1960s at 16
Temple Street, the very address where her office was located! 

"The Week In is a model local paper with an energetic
letters page and plenty of community news. It is
essential reading for everyone interested in what's
happening locally." Jacob Rees-Mogg, MP North East
Somerset.

It also emerged that a blockbuster mini-drama starring Anna Friel,
which had aired on BBC 1 the previous week, included several
scenes shot on location at the Secret Garden, Whitegate Nurseries
on Stockwood Lane.

The Week In - one to 300 but  some things stay the same!
THE WEEK IN - 300

Celebrating our 300th issue (l-r)Becky Feather, Jodie Deason,
Christine Rogers, Tracy Broderick
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Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore is among those offering his
congratulations on our 300th issue. He said: “Many congratulations
to The Week In on reaching its 300th edition. As one of the local
MPs for the area that the magazine covers, I know that the success
you have achieved over the past five years has been monumental. 
“Not only has the magazine’s readership boomed to over 20,000
readers, for many local people, The Week In is their main source of
local news. Not only do you report local news in a fair and balanced
manner, neither taking sides nor being party political, the quality of
your journalism has meant the magazine also makes the news and
generates headlines that matter to local people.

“This is a great milestone, but I hope it will be just one of many
more to come in the future.”
Mark Owen, managing director of HorseWorld at Whitchurch, said:
“HorseWorld would like to congratulate The Week In for their 300th
issue. We have thoroughly enjoyed working with our local paper
over the last four years - which reaches out to tens of thousands of
our customers. Over this time, we have seen the paper grow from
strength to strength and it is one of the few publications that we
know for certain delivers tangible results for us through our
advertising.”

This week’s issue is not only our Christmas edition, it is also the
300th issue of The Week In. It’s been a long and interesting journey
for Managing Editor Stephen Rodgers and this week we got our
chance to interview the boss
TWI – 300 issues means almost six years.  How did it all begin for
The Week In?
SR – The first weekly edition appeared in February 2008.  It was
the Keynsham & Saltford Times back then, but we had been
producing the monthly BS Magazine for the best part of a year prior
to that.
TWI – What made you want to start a newspaper?
SR – I’m not sure it was the intention but as often happens, a chain
of events seemed to lead to the launch of the paper.  I was working
in public relations and publishing at the time.  People in Keynsham
still talked about the demise of the Keynsham Chronicle as it was
yesterday - it was actually 15 years before that. There was a firm
belief that the town needed its own publication so I used what I
knew and had a go. Sir Ray Tindle, owner of the Tindle Newspaper
Group, was immensely helpful during the early days, but otherwise
it was a case of writing the stories, designing the adverts, making
up the pages doing the accounts and delivering the papers until I
could afford help.
TWI – Why did the name change?
SR – It soon became apparent that Keynsham was not an island.
People who live there work elsewhere and the majority of people
working in Keynsham travel from outside. The interest from both
readers and advertisers required us to broaden the horizons to take
in more of East Bristol and North East Somerset. 
TWI – Didn’t it start as a paid-for newspaper?
SR – That’s right - and BS Magazine was distributed through the
letterboxes before that. We’ve had experience of all the distribution
methods before settling on free pick-up. Each had benefits and
drawbacks but the current system is by far the most efficient.
People pick up The Week In because they want to read it and we
hardly get any wastage. It is interesting to see that the one of our
competitors has just dropped door-to-door delivery in favour of free
pick-up in several areas.
TWI – A weekly publication is a big commitment.  How do you take
holidays?

SR – Better ask my wife about that! It has been a tie, certainly. Out
of the 299 issues so far, I’ve counted four in which I have had no
input at all. Leisure time usually had to be between a Tuesday and
Saturday but as the business has grown it has become easier with
more staff on hand to take over. 
TWI – What have been the most rewarding moments of the last six
years?
SR – There hasn’t been one event but a series of occasions where
we have made a difference. People frequently tell me they would
not have known about certain things happening in their area if it
hadn't been for The Week In. Knowing that people believe in the
paper is rewarding, but also a responsibility.
TWI – Any plans for the future - like a large pay rise for the staff, for
instance?
SR – The situation continues to evolve. If you look at Issue 300 and
compare it with Issue 1, you get some idea of just how much has
changed. Printed media is in a state of flux at the moment and you
have to be ready to respond if you are unable to predict what is
around the corner. Next month, however, we are extending the area
of coverage and increasing the print run. The first edition of
Keynsham & Saltford Times in 2008 sold 800 copies.  Next month
we will be distributing 16,000 a week.
TWI – And that pay rise?
SR – Sorry, I think your tape recorder has jammed! Can you repeat
the question?

t  some things stay the same!

Interview with the boss

Stephen Rodgers

Camp Nou
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Wadworth brewery has made a
£3,000 donation to Whitchurch-
based HorseWorld.
On a recent visit to the brewery in
Devizes, the charity’s managing director
Mark Owen was handed the cheque by
Charles Bartholomew, Wadworth’s
chairman and managing director.
Mr Owen also enjoyed a trip around the
brewery’s visitor centre and was
introduced to three of Wadworth’s
beautiful Shire horses, Prince, Monty
and Max, who all occasionally enjoy a
pint of the Wadworth famous 6X after a
long day’s work.
Ex-Wadworth Shire horse Tom was
retired to HorseWorld in 2010 with
arthritis in his shoulder. He lived a happy
and fulfilled life at HorseWorld but sadly
passed away earlier this year due to his
condition worsening. Since 2010 Mr
Bartholomew has made many visits to
HorseWorld to see Tom and also show

his continued support for HorseWorld’s
Discovery programme. 
He said: “We are delighted to support
HorseWorld, which not only rescues and
cares for horses which mean so much to
us, but we also value and recognise the
incredible work which they do through
their Discovery programme which helps
children with emotional, behavioural and
learning issues.”
HorseWorld will use half of the donation
to fund two six-week long Discovery
courses for two separate schools and
the other half will go towards the core
equine rescue and rehabilitation work of
the charity.
Sharon Howell, Discovery course
leader, said: “We are very excited and
will welcome Charles back to
HorseWorld to hand out certificates to
the children who have completed the
Discovery courses which Wadworth
have funded. We can’t thank Wadworth

enough for the continued support and
for allowing disadvantaged children to
have this opportunity.”

Cheers to Wadworth as brewery
donates £3,000 to support HorseWorld 

Charles Bartholomew and Mark Owen
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www.Simplysaab.co.uk
e-mail info@simply-saab.com

Kingswood United Moravian Church is to hold a Christingle
service this Sunday 22nd December at 4pm.  
The Christingle is a religious symbolic object and the Moravians
were the first to hold this type of event in the 1700s.  The orange
represents the world and the red ribbon around it depicts the
blood of Christ. The dried fruits on small skewers pressed into
the orange represent the fruit of the world.  The lit candle at the
centre represents Jesus as the light of the world.  
In 1968 John Pensom introduced the Christingle service to the
Church of England.  The idea quickly spread and is now a
regular Christmas feature at most churches. 
The United Church in Kingswood is also pleased to say that it
raised £343 at its Christmas concert on 6th December.  The
money is to go towards the organ which already has had £1,000
spent on it.  
For more details of the service ring 0117 932 9655.

Kingswood

United Church
Christingle Service

Pupils at the Keyford Dancing School entered examinations and
a medal test in modern jazz, tap and national dancing in
Keynsham on 8th December.
All pupils entering medals did extremely well and the photo
shows 16 Grade 1 pupils who all gained distinction or honours
for their Russian dance. The exam results are now eagerly
awaited.

On Saturday 11th January the school will have an open session
in the River Suite, as part of Keynsham Leisure Centre’s open
day,   when adult tappers, jazz and street dancers will be
performing and encouraging anyone to come in and have a go.
The Keyford Dancing School is also running an open week from
17th February when children can attend different classes. 
Call 01761 452073 for details of venues in Keynsham and
Saltford and the times and standards of classes.

Keep dancing!

The Week In on line
Keep up to date with local news as it happens at

www.theweekin.co.uk
Follow us @theweekineditor
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Building Services

Building Services

Directory & What’s On

Art Shop & Tuition

G D MEEK
Your local builder
Structural alterations
Property maintenance
Partitions
Carpentry
Insurance work
Garden walls

T: 0117 932 5706
M: 07770 303807

Animal Feeds Alternative Health

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Appliance Repairs

DEADLINE FOR PLACING DIRECTORY ADVERTS  IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Blinds

Bridge Club
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Directory & What’s On
Car Services

Carpentry

Carpet Fitters

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£16.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £13.00

8 weeks - £12.00

12 weeks - £11.00

26 weeks - £9.50

52 weeks - £9.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FOR JUST

£3.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£16.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Dance LessonsCarpet Cleaning

Damp Proofing

Computers / IT

Electrical

Driveways
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Furniture Makers

Garden Services

Events

Joinery

Hypnotherapy

Logs

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£16.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £13.00

8 weeks - £12.00

12 weeks - £11.00

26 weeks - £9.50

52 weeks - £9.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FOR JUST

£3.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£16.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Hair & Beauty

Directory & What’s On
Electrical
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Directory & What’s On
Models & Toys

Musical

Painting
& Decorating

Painting
& Decorating

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com

Pest Control

Pawn Brokers

Pallets

Plastering

Pet Services

Physiotherapy

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Plumbers

Plumbers
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Directory & What’s On
Waste Disposal

TV & Aerials

Podiatry Taxis

Taxis

Shed Repairs Therapies

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

An advert like this
costs

£16.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Stair Repairs

Window Cleaners

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£16.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £13.00

8 weeks - £12.00

12 weeks - £11.00

26 weeks - £9.50

52 weeks - £9.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FOR JUST

£3.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£16.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Venue Hire

Whitchurch &
Pensford Royal
British Legion
Function room and skittle

alley available for hire

Function room available
Fridays

Skittle Alley for hire Saturdays
New members welcome

Contact : 01275 832345
Staunton Lane, Whitchurch
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Situations Vacant

LQ
LQ
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28 members of the Keynsham Cricketers Golf Society based at
Saltford Golf Club donned Santa outfits for an "Old'uns versus
the Young'uns" competition albeit that the oldest young'un was

58! The golfers got together to raise funds to add to the amount
raised by the Saltford Santa Dash for a defibrillator at Saltford
Sports Ground and the CRY (Cardiac Risk in the Young) charity
in honour of Jack Boulton who was a member of the Junior
Section of the Golf Club who sadly died from a cardiac arrest in
2009.

On Saturday 21st December  a Christmas music and carol
concert will be held at the Scout Head Quarters in Ashton Way,
Keynsham starting at 5pm. Refreshments and mulled mine will
be available.
Mike Hunter, a volunteer driver for Keynsham & District Dial-a-
Ride, is arranging the event to help raise funds for the
organisation.

Old and young Santas
do battle at Saltford

Carol concert
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Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore has teamed up with charity Hop,
Skip and Jump to launch Kingswood Respite Care to ensure
that local families with children with special needs are getting
the support they are entitled to. 
The MP and the charity, whose
patrons include Elizabeth Hurley
and Tim Rice, want to ensure that
local families who may be
struggling are aware of the
resource.
Last Friday there was an open
day at the centre so that parents
across the Kingswood and Bristol
area could see the range of
services available at the centre at
Grimsbury Farm. Mr Skidmore
was also available to meet with local residents wanting to raise
any issues surrounding special needs provision.
Hop, Skip and Jump, founded in 1982, provides flexible,
immediate and sustained day care and short breaks for children
and young adults with special needs.
It has made provision for more than 50 children per day.
Services include an extended day service  from 8am to 6pm. 
Mr Skidmore, who is also secretary of the All Party Group on
Disability, said: “I am proud that we have such a fantastic
resource as Hop, Skip and Jump on our doorstep, providing
fantastic support for local families who need help. I want to
make sure local people realise that there is still room for more
people to access their services."
Hop, Skip and Jump can be contacted on 01179 677 282.

Kingswood MP and charity
launch drive to help families
needing respite care

See you next year folks!
This is our last edition of 2013. We would like to thank all our
readers and advertisers for their fantastic support during the
year. We will be open during normal office hours over the
holiday period and our next issue will be out on Thursday
2nd January. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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Sudoku Solutions
3 1 9 4 2 6 7 5 8
5 6 7 8 1 9 4 2 3
8 4 2 3 7 5 6 1 9
9 5 1 7 6 8 3 4 2
4 7 3 5 9 2 1 8 6
6 2 8 1 4 3 5 9 7
1 3 5 9 8 7 2 6 4
2 9 4 6 3 1 8 7 5
7 8 6 2 5 4 9 3 1

7 5 4 3 9 1 6 2 8
6 2 1 4 7 8 3 9 5
8 3 9 2 5 6 1 7 4
3 9 7 8 2 4 5 6 1
5 6 8 7 1 3 2 4 9
1 4 2 9 6 5 7 8 3
9 8 6 5 3 7 4 1 2
2 7 5 1 4 9 8 3 6
4 1 3 6 8 2 9 5 7

2 -Hard1-Easy

Crossword Solution
I O O G D E T S
C O M B I N A T I O N L O C K
K E N Z B I N E
Y A N G T Z E B I G D E A L

N M B L M D E
P E P P E R O N I A D E P T

N N N A A
S T U T T E R G A I N F U L
C N E N N
H E T U P A N T I V E N I N
O A R T I I F
O P U L E N T C A T S E Y E
N G M A K I M R
E T H N I C C L E A N S I N G
R T X H R G R O

Across

Safety device (11,4)9
River in China (7)10
Of great importance (3,4)12
Spiced sausage (9)13
Skilled or proficient (5)14
Speech impediment (7)15
Profitable (7)18
Angry or excited (3,2)21
Serum used for snake bites (9)23
Displaying great wealth (7)25
Road safety device (7)26
Elimination of a race from an area or 
region (6,9)

29

Down

Disagreeably sticky (4)1
A portent of good or evil (4)2
Liquid applied to the skin (8)3
Open sided structure (6)4
Planting using a pointed implement (8)5
Mysterious thing (6)6
Unable to sing or play music in tune (4-4)7
Emaciated (8)8
Old word for 'regarding' (5)11
Sailing vessel (8)15
Without formal training (8)16
Connect again (8)17
Attractive, tempting (8)19
Bring together (5)20
To blend beforehand (6)22
Slang word for heart (6)24
Middle East chief (4)27
Therefore Latin (4)28

After the previous week’s abandonment, Keynsham Town bowed
out of the Somerset Premier Cup after a 3-0 home defeat at home
to Frome Town last Tuesday.
A strong Frome side, containing at least seven of their regular first
team, started well and Ks keeper Matt Dunk knew it would be a busy
night when he pulled off a brilliant point blank save on 24 minutes to
keep it 0-0. However, after wasting three excellent chances, the Ks
fell behind on the stroke of half-time after Thomas Bannerman-
Williams gave away a penalty, giving the Southern Premier team the
lead at the break.
Frome then made the game safe with a goal within two minutes of
the restart. 
Saturday then saw a depleted Keynsham squad visit fifth-placed
Wellington in the league and come away with a 3-1 defeat.  Injuries
and suspensions had left manager Steve Cains with few options,
but there was little to choose between the two sides in the opening
half hour. Then Wellington took control of the game and scored
three times in the final 10 minutes of the half. Despite Sam Winfield
pulling a goal back early in the second half, the home side held on
comfortably to take all three points. 
Next up for the First XI is a long visit to Barnstaple Town in the
league on Saturday 21st December (3pm kick-off).
Also, please note that the Ks home game on Boxing Day against
Ashton & Backwell United will kick off at 12.30pm.

Somerset County League, Premier Division
Nailsea Town 1 - 1 Frys FC 

Somerset County League, Division 2 East
Radstock Town Res 0 - 3 Frys Res 

Bristol & District League, Division 2
Frys A 0 - 3 Bendix

Bristol & District League, Division 4
Frys B 9 - 1 Bendix Res

Football   

Keynsham Town FC
Boosted by their win the previous week, it was a confident side that
made the short journey to Chew Magna to play the league leaders
Chew Valley RFC.  
The result was a thunderous encounter with both sides trying their
socks off. Keynsham fell behind to a penalty after just two minutes
but equalised from a penalty by Joe Luca Smith.  The home side
stretched the score to 10-3 with a converted try after 14 minutes and
the game ebbed and flowed thereafter without either side truly
threatening to score. The first half ended with near parity; perhaps
Chew edged it by dint of their superior ball transfer skills at close
quarters.

Keynsham’s chances were dampened slightly as they had a player
sin-binned and it was in that 10-minute period that Chew scored
another 7-pointer after 14 minutes of the second half.  
The game was sealed by Chew when, following a close range
scrum, Keynsham pack was under severe pressure and there was
a shot range intercept try to make the score 22-3.  Despite all
Keynsham’s efforts they were unable to make any further progress
and the result stood; not a true representation of the game.
At the Crown Field the 2s notched their first win of the season,
beating Wiveliscombe 20-19. Well on top in a fast fluid game, an
intercept try by the visitors got them back into the mix and it took a
fine try by Matt Fairlass, to secure a bonus point win at the last
gasp.  
The thirds got back to winning ways by defeating Oldfield seconds
27-7 at home.  
Apart from the annual over/under-35s game on Boxing Day, there
are no games scheduled until 4th January.
The Dennis Cockbaine Club prizewinners were: £1,000 Chris
Murphy, £100 Brian Curnock and £50 Dick Bateman.

Rugby   

Keynsham Rugby Club news

Frys Football Club results

Keynsham No 8 Jamie
Williams being tackled at
Chew Valley (Richard Angell)
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