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Cadbury Heath looks set to become the first area in
South Gloucestershire to become a controlled
drinking zone.
The neighbourhood police team are dropping letters into homes
in the area to tell them about the move, which is part of a
crackdown on drink-related anti-sociable behaviour around
Cadbury Heath.

The letter says: “The neighbourhood police team will not
tolerate anti-sociable behaviour and have been increasing the
patrols in the area in response to calls.
“To help tackle the issue, we are considering the use of a
Designated Public Place Order in the Cadbury Heath area. This
would allow the police to:
• Tell people suspected of being  involved of ASB or Public

Order to cease drinking within the specified  area.
• Confiscate open containers

containing / suspected to
contain alcohol

• Put up signage advising
members of the public that
if they fail to abide by the
above two points, they are
committing an offence for
which they could be
arrested.”

The Designated Public Place

Order reflects where the most calls to the police related to drink-
related anti-sociable behaviour have been received.
The map includes Banjo Island and Coronation Park, the pitch
and putt course, Coronation Road, Heath Rise, Park Road,
Newton Road, Queens Road, School Road, Park Crescent,
Tower Road South, Brereton Way and Rogers Close.
Residents are invited to forward any comments to PCSO
Thomas McIntyre at thomas.mcintyre@avonandsomerset.
police.uk
Bath city centre is covered by a Designated Public Place Order
as are parts of Bristol including the city centre and Stokes Croft
area, the Whitchurch and Withywood area.
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Cadbury Heath 

First controlled drinking
zone in South Glos?
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Keynsham 

Costa Coffee
outdoor seating
plans refused again

@theweekineditor

Plans for tables and chairs to be located on the pavement
outside Costa Coffee's High Street cafe have been turned down
once again by B&NES Council's Development Control
Committee.

Having previously been
refused permission in July,
franchisee South West
Coffee submitted a new
application for two tables
and four chairs with
screening. While the
application was no different
to the previous one, neither

was the decision.  Despite the planning officer's
recommendation to approve the principle of outdoor seating,
permission was refused following a close vote.
During the summer, the company provoked criticism locally, not
only for installing the pavement seating prior to the planning
application being decided, but also for placing more tables and
chairs and encroaching much further onto the pavement than
specified in the application.
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Kingswood  

Labour to choose a new candidate
for Kingswood on 7th December
The Labour Party will next month select a new
candidate to try to win back the Kingswood seat at
the next General Election.
It follows the decision by their first choice candidate Josie
Channer to stand down two months ago after it emerged that

she owed more than £2,000 in parking fines and late payment
fees in the London Borough of Barking & Dagenham, where
she was a councillor on a committee overseeing parking issues.
The three candidates are artist Jo McCarron, who grew up in

Hanham and now lives near
Bath, Rowena Hayward, who
has lived in the Kingswood
area for 30 years, and works
at the GMB union, and
Somerset-born and raised
Lisa Homan, currently a
Hammersmith & Fulham
councillor, who has
previously been a Labour
candidate at national and
European level.
Jo McCarron, a former pupil
at Hanham High School, had hoped earlier this year to become
Labour’s candidate for North East Somerset. However, she was
beaten by lecturer and lawyer Todd Foreman, a councillor in the
borough of Kensington & Chelsea.
A spokeswoman for the Labour Party said the final hustings
would be on 7th December.
Kingswood’s Conservative MP Chris Skidmore won the seat in
2010, ousting Labour’s Roger Berry who had held the seat for
18 years.

Jo McCarron
Rowena
Hayward

Lisa Homan

Richard
Humphrey
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Hanham 

Lack of car parking is  killing us, say traders
Business owners in Hanham have expressed their
anger and frustration at the downturn in trade on the
High Street which they claim is the result of a lack of
parking in the area for shoppers.
Earlier this year, Hanham Community Centre took measures to
ensure its car park was reserved only for people using the
venue and while the planning permission granted to Tesco for its
supermarket on the former Kleeneze site made provision for
short term free parking, there is currently no word on a likely
opening date.
Local traders gathered on Monday outside Hanham Eyecare,
the latest business to close on the High Street, to try and raise
awareness of their plight. The optician closed its doors last
weekend after an alarming drop in appointments since the
difficulty of parking nearby became apparent.  Bernard Jackson,
Head of the Hanham Business & Community Partnership,
explained that a company such as the opticians generated a lot
of spin off business for neighbouring shops as people made the
most of their time in the High Street.
Traders also claimed that the lack of short term parking around
Hanham High Street was having a knock on effect in the nearby
residential streets. One of the reasons the community centre
placed restrictions on its own car park was to deter an
increasing number of Bristol bound commuters who parked
there free of charge and travelled into the city on the showcase 
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Festive fun and games
St John’s Primary School Association will be holding its annual
Christmas Fair on Saturday 7th December, from noon to 2pm at
St John’s Primary School, Charlton Park, Keynsham. 
As well as Santa in his grotto, there will be Christmas crafts and
stalls including jewellery, textiles, homemade gifts, jams,
chutneys and honey, pocket money toys, cakes, books for
children, candyfloss, toffee apples and sweets. 
Fun games include pin the nose on Rudolph and a chocolate
tombola, and there will be a barbecue and a café with cakes and
hot drinks.
There is also a raffle with a first prize of £50 cash donated by
KMJ Taxis. Other prizes include a £40 voucher to spend at
Smiths Jewellers, a £20 voucher for Pure Beauty, £40 worth of
classes at Platinum Gym and coffee and cake for two at The
Bath Bakery.

bus route. Now. it appears those commuters are parking in the
side streets which is causing frustration for both shoppers and
residents alike.
Bernard Jackson also said that attempts to use the Tesco site as
a temporary car park had even drawn a blank. After a tortuous
process lasting several years to obtain planning permission for
a supermarket, there is no sign as yet of construction work
starting. "We offered to staff and maintain the site as a car park
and even cover the insurance costs" said Mr Jackson, "but
Tesco said no."
We'll have more on this story in next week's issue.

s  killing us, say traders

Residents and traders outside the closed Hanham Eyecare premises
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As part of ongoing efforts to have its Core Strategy
ratified, Bath & North East Somerset Council has
been holding public exhibitions as part of a
consultation over redrawing the Green Belt boundary
around parts of Keynsham, Whitchurch and Bath. 
In February, the council identified five areas where land could
be taken out of Green Belt regulation to allow for up to 1,870
additional houses, on top of the planned 10,800 to be built by
2029. Now, to address continuing concerns expressed by the
Government inspector over future housing delivery in the
district, the process has begun to confirm the precise parcels of
land which will be affected. 
The Core Strategy is effectively the economic blueprint for the
area for the next 15 years against which future planning
applications are considered. Without a local plan in place which
is agreed by the Government, the financial and social
implications for B&NES Council are severe and the current
process has already suffered suspension and delays.
The council is currently embarked on a six-week public
consultation exercise over sites identified on the east and south
west sides of Keynsham, as well as Whitchurch village.  On the

east of Keynsham, the preferred site has been identified on the
south of the A4, between Harding Place and Teviot Road, for up
to 250 houses. On the other side of the A4, land on either side
of Worlds End Lane has been identified for development for
employment. 
This choice would suggest that the ambitious proposals put

forward by the River
Regeneration Trust for the
Broadmead Peninsula, which we
highlighted in Issue 290 (10th
October) have been overlooked.
Also of note is that two parcels of
land on the south of the A4 and
between Minsmere Road and the
community woodland have been
‘safeguarded’ for future housing
needs, post 2029.
In south west Keynsham, the
proposal is to extend the
forthcoming K2A development on
Charlton Road as far as the
junction with Parkhouse Lane to
provide an extra 200 homes. 

East Bristol.  Land in pink is reserved for
development post 2029

South west Keynsham

Areas identified for new housing  in Keynsham & Whitchurch
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard
6 3 5 8

1 7
8 7 2 6

3 6 9 4
8 3 4 9

9 5 3 7
6 4

6 4 7
7 5 3 2

2 9 1
8 9
5 6

7 5 2 6
4 1

2 7 9
6 4 2
1 3
3 7 8

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND 
Sunday 1st December

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

In Whitchurch, as we have reported on page 14, land has to be
found for an extra 200 homes and a large part of the strategic
site identified incorporates the HorseWorld visitor centre - the
very land on which B&NES Development Control Committee
refused planning permission for 125 houses last week.
The public consultation runs until 20th December and
comments received will be considered by the Government
inspector. You can see more at www.bathnes.gov.uk/
corestrategy or visit the One Stop Shop at Riverside in
Keynsham.

South Gloucestershire
Meanwhile, there is better news in South Gloucestershire
where it was confirmed last week that the council’s Core
Strategy has been agreed by the inspector. The plan will see
an extra 28,000 homes built in the district by 2027 but
also reaffirms the Green Belt boundary on the east side

of Kingswood.  
Recent years have witnessed a number of speculative planning
applications around Warmley, Longwell Green and Oldland
Common. The plan also includes the creation of three
enterprise areas to stimulate employment, one of which is
located at Emersons Green. 
South Gloucestershire Council will formally adopt the plan at its
next full meeting on 11th December.

Whitchurch

g  in Keynsham & Whitchurch
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Letters
Evening parking in Bath
Dear Stephen,
Following up Peter Carter’s letter on this
subject, these charges have been place for
several months. £5.40 is very expensive
for 30 minutes parking when Park and Ride
is not an option in the evening. I am
surprised that Bath theatres have not
petitioned B&NES on the subject as it is in
their interests to attract customers from
around the area. The previous evening rate
was a much fairer system. At least we have
an excellent cinema complex at Longwell
Green where parking is free so we don’t
have to suffer B&NES charges to see a
film.
John Aldridge, Keynsham

Remembrance Sunday
Dear Sir,
The British Legion Remembrance Day in
Keynsham, and thousands of other places,
once more gave us the annual opportunity
to join in remembering sacrifices made in
the war by so many.
By watching the parade and being there for
the services, crowds of people of all ages
joined veterans, church and civic leaders in
acknowledging this, our communal debt.
Our presence also shows thanks and
support for today’s military and emergency
service professionals.
For many of us, perhaps the most uplifting
aspect of the occasion was the hundreds of
youngsters who followed, alongside their
dedicated volunteer leaders. These were
smart, serious young people who, amongst
so many other activities, had spent hours
at band practice or cheerfully selling
poppies in the rain.
After this came the long parade of children
and their Scout and Guide leaders.  Year
by year, whilst having lots of fun, they gain
practical and personal skills and absorb
ethical and community values which bode

well for the future.
Sadly these are youngsters rarely in the
news.  For whatever reason, the
contemporary media chose to stereotype
and headline ‘kids’ with a negative, street-
corner image.
Perhaps we can bear this in mind in the
coming months and focus on the hundreds
of thousands of young people who
represented their communities that
Sunday.  These are surely our ‘tomorrow’
for whom the fallen gave their ‘today’.
Glenys Hirst, Keynsham

Making cycling safer
Dear Editor,
The recent tragic deaths of a number of
cyclists on roads here in the West Country
has rightly sparked quite a lot of soul-
searching over what can be done to make
our roads safer.
As such, I would like to offer some thoughts
on what can be done by the council, as well
as by cyclists themselves and by other
road users, to improve safety on our
streets.
Firstly, action B&NES Council could take to
make cycling as safe as possible. B&NES
has been awarded a large amount of
money by Government for cycling
initiatives, so it is vital this money is spent
in the most effective way possible.
Personally, I am concerned by an
approach which encourages all road users
– pedestrians, cyclists and drivers alike –
to intermingle in busy areas when this is
not part of a carefully thought through and
well-designed traffic scheme.
I believe the council should, where
possible, seek to invest in segregated
cycleways, such as those popular on the
Continent and planned by Boris in London.
Where it is feasible to implement them,
these can improve safety for all road users
by providing cyclists with a dedicated
route.
In addition, the council obviously needs to
ensure that the safety of cyclists is taken
into account when planning new

developments and designing road layouts.
Secondly, on what cyclists can do
themselves. It is probably time for a
renewed national or local campaign which
reminds cyclists of the need to take some
basic steps to ensure they are as safe as
possible. This should include wearing
high-visibility gear at all times and having
lights and a bell fitted to the bike.
It also means obeying traffic lights and the
rules of the road, being mindful of drivers’
blindspots, especially with large vehicles,
and always using cyclepaths where they
exist. Unless in a permitted area, cyclists
should also dismount when on a
pavement.
And finally, things other road users can do.
Mostly this comes down to using common
sense. Drivers should avoid getting
frustrated with cyclists, give them a wide
berth if overtaking, be extra vigilant at
night, and of course not drink and drive.
I hope that these thoughts add a
worthwhile contribution to the debate on
this important matter.
Yours faithfully,
Cllr Anthony Clarke
(Lansdown)
Conservative Shadow Cabinet Member
for Transport

20 mph speed limit
Dear Sir,
I have just walked along Manor Road past
the playing fields and up Lytes Cary Road.
During which time many cars went past
and the only one observing the 20 mph
limit was a learner driver. I do not think the
others were even observing 30 mph.
Does this suggest that signs are not
noticeable enough or do people not care?
On the Wellsway itself many are observing
the new limits but this is leading to
frustration by some and a bottleneck of
traffic at the roundabout at the New Inn!  
Have the changes achieved anything?
E. Elliott, by e-mail
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Letters
The Somerset Star
Dear Editor,
I was beginning to like and admire our MP,
Jacob Rees-Mogg for his honesty, integrity,
his straightforward answers to questions
(unlike so many of his self-seeking
contemporaries), his sense of humour and
sense of civic duty.
I regret his association with the publication
of the vitriolic, innuendo-ridden, half-truths
of the Somerset Star.
I am saddened to witness his descent into
the lower murky depths of the political
‘gutter press’ as lionised by the Daily Mail.
I’d hoped he was better than this.
Yours faithfully
Derek Hodges, Keynsham

Full steam ahead for
Saltford rail project
Dear Stephen,
Once again Reg Williams is fighting
yesterday's battles. Just to make it clear,
B&NES Council is consulting the village on
the existing station site and nowhere else.
Any increase in traffic would be more than
offset by several factors.
Firstly, our survey of the village suggests
that the 300+ daily users we identified would
all walk or cycle to the station. This group
almost exclusively use a private car at the
moment. Secondly, the station would be
used by people to visit Saltford, rather than
drive here. Thirdly, in our conversations
with Bath Spa University, their own survey
showed 700 staff and students travelling to
the campus from the Bristol direction twice
daily. That makes potentially 1,000 daily
users which compares favourably with
Keynsham. To compare passenger
numbers from 1970 as a way of criticising
our campaign is absurd.
He then suggests the idea of CLOSING
Keynsham Station and building a new one
near Broadmead roundabout! The

Somerdale development will see 700
houses built with a mix of light industry.
Somerdale is next door to Keynsham
Station, bringing many more passengers.
How many car journeys will a new station
serving Keynsham and Saltford create?
Isambard Kingdom Brunel knew what he
was doing when he built his GWR and the
correct locations of stations to serve his
passengers!
Saltford Station is part of the MetroWest
scheme that will be funded from
Government income raised from the new
Enterprise Zones. Half-hourly clockface
services across Bristol. How can Mr
Williams claim to be acting in Saltford's
interest if these new Metro trains pass
through without stopping? He continually
quotes the Halcrow initial feasibility study
and says there is no economic case for
reopening the station. He is wrong, to the
contrary the report CONCLUDED 'Demand
forecasts are promising indicating revenues
will cover operating costs'. This is why
B&NES is consulting Saltford. The Severn
Beach line is booming, over a million
journeys made last year. MetroWest
passenger forecasts are very encouraging,
the pent-up demand for local rail travel in
the area is enormous.
Readers must also bear in mind the
inevitable rise in the cost of fuel for cars.
This is a blunt instrument that drives
thousands of people off the roads. Oil is a
finite resource. Rail travel is at record
levels in Britain at the moment and is
increasing. Tomorrow's potential drivers,
our children and grandchildren, will all want
access to the WiFi that the train companies
now provide. Passing a driving test, once
a rite of passage, is no longer the desirable
thing it once was.
Even those who don’t think they will use the
new rail service themselves can see the
wider benefits of a regular service stopping
at Saltford for other users and wish to see
the station open again. Let’s embrace a
modern regular train service for our village
and reverse the short-sighted mistake that
was made when it was closed in 1970. To

miss this opportunity to improve the
transport infrastructure of Saltford would be
letting ourselves down and, more
importantly, we would be letting our younger
generation down.
Kindest regards
Chris Warren
Saltford Station Campaign

Food for thought
Dear Sir,
In front of me as I write is a public document
that appears to have been kept secret from
the people of Britain. It is a press release
from the European Court of Auditors, dated
5th November 2013, and referring to the EU
budget for 2012.
The opening paragraph reads: "As
independent auditor, the ECA has signed off
the 2012 accounts of the European Union."
It goes on to say that the EU accounts have
been signed off every year since 2007. The
auditors state that the accounts are "legal
and regular in all material respects".
Why then does the UK Independence Party
and some Conservatives claim that the EU
accounts have not been signed off when the
auditors themselves say they have been?
It is true that the auditors also point to an
'error rate' for spending of 4.8%, but in their
statement, they insist that this "is not a
measure of fraud or waste". Most of the EU
money is spent by national governments,
and although improvements in the
accounting practices have been made,
there is more that needs to be done.
Why does no one ask whether the UK is any
better? I have heard it said that the
Department for Work and Pensions
accounts have not been signed off for more
than a decade, for instance. And the DWP
spends over £170 billion a year, compared
to an EU spend of less than £120 billion.
Food for thought.
Yours sincerely,
Sir Graham Watson MEP
Liberal Democrat Member of the
European Parliament for South West
England and Gibraltar 
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Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26

27 28

Across

Fish of a hair style (6)1
No more room (4,4)5
Client (8)9
Beer and lemonade (6)10
Arrangement of a book or publication (10)11
Part of the foot (4)12
Causing concern (8)13
Intimate (6)16
Idiotic (6)17
Item of clothing linked to the collar (8)19
Throw with great force (4)21
Incessant chatter (7-3)22
To force, legally (6)25
Not at all straightforward (8)26
Unwaveringly loyal (4-4)27
Animal shelter associated with mess (6)28

Down

Fleshy lobe in the throat (5)2
A stick used in Asian sport (5)3
Part of an orchestra (7)4
Restraining, limiting (7)5
Type of poison (7)6
Used for taking photos in low light (9)7
Attractive to women (6,3)8
Exceed (9)14
Disgusting (9)15
Type of battery (3,4)18
Formal garment (7)19
Amuse or make happy (5,2)20
In early age (5)23
Mature (5)24

ACROSS
1 Fish of a hair style (6)
5 No more room (4,4)
9 Client (8)
10 Beer and lemonade (6)
11 Arrangement of a book or publication (10)
12 Part of the foot (4)
13 Causing concern (8)
16 Intimate (6)
17 Idiotic (6)
19 Item of clothing linked to the collar (8)
21 Throw with great force (4)
22 Incessant chatter (7-3)
25 To force, legally (6)
26 Not at all straightforward (8)
27 Unwaveringly loyal (4-4)
28 Animal shelter associated with mess (6)

DOWN
2 Fleshy lobe in the throat (5)
3 A stick used in Asian sport (5)
4 Part of an orchestra (7)
5 Restraining, limiting (7)
6 Type of poison (7)
7 Used for taking photos in low light (9)
8 Attractive to women (6,3)
14 Exceed (9)
15 Disgusting (9)
18 Type of battery (3,4)
19 Formal garment (7)
20 Amuse or make happy (5,2)
23 In early age (5)
24 Mature (5)

A traditional Nativity scene

Oldland Common 

Festival of Cribs
sets the scene
for Christmas

Barrs Court 
Supermarket trolleys abandoned

Downend Horticultural Society

A Festival of Cribs took place at Unity Oldland Methodist Church
at the weekend.
There were Nativity crib scenes from around the world on
display, in different styles and materials. Countries represented
included Mexico, the Philippines, Peru, Russia, South Africa and
Germany.
From china and wooden figures to the Nativity depicted in
needlepoint and even a set of knitted Nativity figures, the
collection was loaned by members of the congregation. 

Members of Oldland Parish Council were told last week that
investigations into the number of shopping trolleys abandoned in
streets surrounding the Asda store is leading management to
believe the offences are being committed by only a small number of
people. 
Trolleys are being found in the same places on the same days,
suggesting it is probably the work of the same people on a regular
basis. 
The use of trolleys with automatic wheel locking is not an option, it
appears, because of the system required for the in-store travelator,
but an increasing number of the smaller trolleys are now fitted with
coin release mechanisms.
Asda has asked for anyone finding an abandoned trolley in their
street to call the store on 0117 960 3947 and they will send a
member of staff out to retrieve it.

At Downend Horticultural Society's November meeting George
Alway spoke about Cottage Garden Flowers. 
The society's next meeting is on 12th December and will be Any
Questions and a social. 
On January 9th Don Everitt will be the speaker and his topic will be
Colour Interest in the Winter Garden.
Meetings are held at Downend Assembly Hall, Salisbury Road, at
7.30pm. 
For more information contact Roger Davis 0117 957 1703 or Viv
Brake on 0117 956 0178.
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Brislington  

Blind man raises funds
for the Guide Dogs
Andrew Goddard was diagnosed with glaucoma in 1992 and told he
would lose his sight over time. Now registered blind, 56-year-old
Andrew’s eyes have gradually deteriorated over the years, but this
hasn’t stopped him enjoying day-to-day activities, such as spending
time on his allotment during the day, and evenings watching local
bands perform. 
In 2012, Andrew applied for a
guide dog as his eyes had
reached a stage where he felt
he needed assistance, and
earlier this year he was
introduced to Sammy, a
Labrador retriever cross.
“Sammy has been such a
great introduction to my life,”
said Andrew. “I wasn’t
expecting to be matched to
quickly, and everyone I know
has fallen in love with Sammy.
I am able to do so much more
now, especially as we reach
the darker evenings, Sammy
leads the way.”
As a thank you to the Guide Dogs for the Blind Association, Andrew
is combining his love of music with his new best friend Sammy. On
Saturday 30th November, he will be holding a fundraising music
night at The Park, Knowle, with acoustic music from local bands and
singers WolfHound, Len Liechti, Bashema, Louise Brent, and Barry
Walsh. 
Doors open at 6.45pm, with tickets costing £12.50 in advance from
Bristol Ticket Shop, The Park, Knowle or Nicola Sutton Florist,
Brislington. Tickets will be £15 on the evening.
All funds raised on the night will be donated to the Whitchurch and
Keynsham branch of Guide Dogs, where Sammy and Andrew are
registered.
For more information visit www.sammysguidedogfundraiser.info

Andrew Goddard with Sammy
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HorseWorld future in doubt
after planning refusal
The future of HorseWorld’s visitor
centre is uncertain after the
decision by Bath & North East
Somerset Council’s Development
Control Committee to ignore a
planning officer’s recommend-
ation and refuse the charity
permission to redevelop its site at
Whitchurch.

Faced with a mounting equine crisis, the
60-year-old charity has been called on
to rescue record number of horses in
recent times while suffering a 60% drop
in donations to pay for its running costs. 

The visitor centre, opened a dozen
years ago, is now the charity’s principal
source of income and with 100,000
visitors a year, is the fourth largest
attraction in Bath & North East
Somerset. With the site now at capacity
and beginning to show its age,
HorseWorld came forward with
ambitious plans for a new visitor centre,
built around a covered arena, to enable
it to save on running costs and develop
visitor revenue in future.  To pay for the
redevelopment, 125 houses were
proposed on the site of the existing
visitor centre.

Managing director Mark Owen told
committee members this was a critical
moment for HorseWorld. “It is either the
start of a new dawn or the end of 60
years of caring for horses,” he told them.
If permission was not granted,
HorseWorld would close, two thirds of
the staff would be made redundant and
the visitor centre site would have to be
sold.

“Charity Commission rules dictate that
we would have to sell to the highest
bidder and that would almost certainly
mean a developer,” he warned.

He explained that the charity had
already cut its overheads by £400,000 a
year but was being called on to rescue
increasing numbers of horses. Care and

welfare costs had risen to the
extent that the charity has
been using up to £300,000 of
its cash reserves for the last
three years - a situation that
could no longer be sustained. 

Referring to B&NES’
emerging Core Strategy, in
which the council has agreed
to remove land from the
Green Belt in Whitchurch for
200 homes, Mr Owen said
that this application could not
wait. “I am not asking for planning
permission to bail out HorseWorld but to
implement part of a business plan for a
sustainable future,” he said.

Speaking against the proposal, Mary
Walsh, from the Whitchurch Village
Action Group, accused the council of
treating HorseWorld more favourably
than other residents by recommending
approval of the scheme. 

Mark Broomfield, a Staunton Lane
resident, claimed the traffic created by
the new visitor centre and the extra
houses would cause chaos in and
around Whitchurch and challenged the
findings of the council highways team in
their report.

B&NES Council planning officer Daniel
Stone explained that the application’s
main hurdle to overcome was the Green
Belt location; however, there were very
special conditions whereby if the
benefits could be proved to outweigh the
harm, Green Belt land could be
developed. He advised the committee
that the plan for 125 homes only
included provision for 10% to be
affordable, as opposed to the required
35%. A ‘claw back’ clause had been
agreed with the developer, however,
which would allow a higher proportion of
affordable homes to become available
should the financial projections be
exceeded or land values increased.

But the committee was not convinced.

While several members had clearly
been unable to understand the
distinction between HorseWorld’s
charitable work and the financial
contribution of its visitor centre business,
the major concerns were whether the
‘very special conditions’ had indeed
been met and the fact that only 10% of
the houses would be affordable. 

They also found difficulty in agreeing
with the highways department’s traffic
modelling in the area and voted by a
majority of 10 to 2 to refuse the
application.

Quite where this leaves the council’s
own Core Strategy or the residents of
Whitchurch is unclear. The Government
inspector now requires B&NES to
identify specific parcels of land to be
taken out of the Green Belt in
accordance with the Core Strategy
revisions agreed by the council in
February. Ironically, a public consultation
event took place in Whitchurch the
previous evening. 

In rejecting the HorseWorld application,
the Development Control Committee
was at least consistent, having
previously refused two other schemes to
build on the Green Belt in Whitchurch.
One of those applications, for 49 homes
off Sleep Lane, was later allowed on
appeal, while the other, for 200 houses
off Orchard Lane, is currently at appeal.  

An artist's impression of the new visitor centre
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HorseWorld will become
housing in any event, says MD
HorseWorld’s visitor centre is not sustainable in its
current form and if it closes and is sold, the land will
more than likely end up in the hands of a property
developer. That’s the view of HorseWorld managing
director Mark Owen when he spoke to The Week In
following last week’s decision to refuse planning
permission for its own development plans.
Still reeling from the verdict by B&NES Council's Development
Control Committee to reject plans for the new visitor centre,
paid for through the building of 125 new houses, he said: "I’m
very disappointed by the outcome. I was hoping to secure the
long-term future for the visitor centre, our animal rescue
provision and keep people in employment locally.
“The case officer handling the application believed the ‘very
special conditions’ (which have to be met for Green Belt land to
be developed) were met, we had the support of the local parish
council, independent consultants engaged by the council
endorsed the plan and the highways department did not object.
I fail to understand why the committee didn’t follow the
recommendation of the planning officer.”
Mr Owen told committee members that if the plans were not
approved, the current visitor centre would have to close, and he
says this was not an idle threat.  Although attracting 100,000
visitors last year, the facilities are at stretching point and that
affects the potential visitor spend.
“The visitor centre will close. When and how will be up to the
trustees to decide at their next meeting in December,” he told
us. “The current visitor centre is no longer sustainable. We
need to have people staying longer and spending more - the
very point which some members of the committee seemed
unable to grasp.” 
Only days before the committee meeting, HorseWorld received
a ringing endorsement for its plans from the national tourist
board Visit England. Its chief executive James Berresford told
the charity that “by helping improve facilities for visitors there
will be greater opportunity to increase expenditure which in turn
will provide more jobs for the local economy”.
Asked if HorseWorld was considering an appeal or a re-

submission, Mr Owen
said that he would review
the minutes of the
committee meeting and
take professional advice
before discussing the
next move with the
charity’s trustees. While it
was entirely possible that
a scheme to develop
Green Belt land would have been ‘called in’ by the Secretary of
State for Housing and Communities if it had been approved, the
irony of B&NES Council’s emerging Core Strategy consultation
was not lost on the managing director. 
"The visitor centre has been allocated by B&NES (as a strategic
site to be removed from the Green Belt) for housing. If the
trustees decide to sell the land, it will simply become housing,
whereas our scheme would have enabled so much more.
“We’ve been an open book with B&NES throughout this
process which has received independent verification. I am so
disappointed, not just for me but for the fantastically dedicated
staff that the (Development Control) Committee have failed to
support their case officer.”

Mark Owen
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OUT & ABOUT
Your guide to eating, drinking and entertainment in December

Bells ring out for Keynsham’s
Victorian Evening
The theme for Keynsham’s Victorian Evening, which takes
place this Friday (29th November), is Christmas Bells. 
The town council has arranged a full programme of
entertainment including stalls, fairground rides and workshops,
together with a programme of music on the stage including
Keynsham Light Opera Group, Keynsham Brass Band, St
John’s Church Youth Choir Team, the 2386 Air Cadet Squadron,
Riverside Choir and Totally Maracas.  
The event will start at 6.15pm when the Town Crier will lead a
procession of the Upshot Circus Arts, 2386 Air Cadet Squadron,
Keynsham children who have made giant willow Christmas
bells at earlier workshops, and Santa, who will be arriving by
sleigh.  
The official opening will be at 6.30pm on the stage at the
junction of Charlton Road and High Street followed by the
Christmas lights switch-on at 7pm. 
Along the High Street, stalls will be selling gifts, festive food and
drink. Once again, the popular craft fair will be running at the
Fear Hall, and local churches will be offering refreshments,
some entertainment and stalls.  In the grounds of St John’s
Church, children and parents will be able to meet and stroke
donkeys from HorseWorld. 
The library will be opening its doors for the evening and people
will be entertained there by a Punch & Judy Show from 7.15pm
to 8pm.  The fire station will be open for the evening so that
children can take a closer look at the engines. 
In the Key Centre there will be drop-in Christmas tree
decoration craft workshops for children. There will also be a
display in the Key Centre by Willmott Dixon updating people on
the redevelopment of Keynsham.
Due to the redevelopment of the town centre, the majority of the
funfair rides will be in Ashton Way Car Park.  

Keynsham High Street
and the bottom of
Charlton Road will be
closed to traffic from
3.30pm until 10pm. 
People are advised to use
the free park & ride
service based at the Co-
op Store running to
Ashton Way Car Park.   

Craft fair 
A craft fair in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support is taking place
on Saturday 7th December at St John’s Church Hall in
Keynsham from 11am to 3pm.
There will be stalls with a range of items for sale, including
handmade jewellery boxes, local honeys and jams, and there
will also be a woodturner. 
Refreshments will be available and there will a place where
people can go to get help and support from Macmillan.
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Events to get you into the Christmas spirit
There are few better ways to get into a
festive mood than singing or listening to
carols. Here's our round-up of some of the
big events taking place locally in the run-up
to Christmas.
A carol service is held at HorseWorld at
Whitchurch every year and this year it takes
place on Sunday 1st December. Entry will
be free all day and there will be a Christmas
Shopping Village.
During the day there will be singing from the
Bridge Farm Primary School Choir and a
performance from Keynsham Stagecoach
theatre arts school, as well as community
singing. The carol service itself starts at
2.30pm.
Then on Monday 2nd December students
from Wellsway School and Broadlands
Academy hold a joint Christmas Carol
Service at Keynsham Baptist Church at
7pm.
Also on  Monday 2nd December at
7.30pm, members of the University of the
West of England’s Centre for Performing
Arts will be in concert at Holy Trinity Church
in Kingswood, including a performance of
The Rock Nativity, with music by Tony Hatch
and Jackie Trent. Admission is £5, which

includes refreshments, either by ticket in
advance or on the door on the night.
On Friday 6th December, at 7.30pm there
will be a Christmas Concert at the United
Church in Regent Street, Kingswood. This
is an evening of music and more with
members of Bristol Savages plus a carol
singalong. Tickets are £7 (children under 16
£4) including wine and a mince pie.  For
more information call 0117 932 9655.
The St George Singers will be singing
carols at Holy Trinity in Kingswood on
Tuesday 10th December at 7.30pm.
And also at Holy Trinity on Friday 13th
December there will be a Christmas
Concert with Duo Recado and the New
Harmony Ladies Choir at 7.30pm.
Tickets are £5 (children go free). There will
be a retiring collection in aid of Cancer
Research.
And at Grimsbury Farm in Kingswood on
Saturday 14th December there will be
Carols Around the Stable, with a donkey
and a manger, music from Oldland Brass,
and Nativity readings by pupils from
Mangotsfield C of E Primary School.
The procession and Nativity start at 5.15pm
but people are advised get there early to

soak up the atmosphere. Admission is free
and everyone is welcome and advised to
wrap up warm and bring a torch. Hot food
will be available.
The Kingswood Team Ministry will be
putting on a different take on the Nativity
story in Southey Park skatepark on Sunday
15th December. Called The Three Trees it
takes place from 4pm to 5pm, followed by
hot chocolate, mulled wine, and mince pies.
The Bristol and South Glos Methodist
Circuit present Carols and Steam at Bitton
Station on Saturday 14th December at
6.45pm for 7pm. The cost is £5.50 (children
under 16 £3) which covers train fare, coffee
and a mince pie. 
Profits will be shared between Action for
Children, Sailing for the Disabled and the
Bristol Children's Hospital. Prior booking is
essential – call 0117 932 3978.
Christmas with the Salvation Army on
Friday 20th December at 7.30pm is the
Staple Hill Citadel’s most popular event of
the year, featuring performances from
Salvation Army bands and choirs, along
with dance and drama groups. 
There will also be Carols by Candlelight on
Christmas Eve at 11pm.
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Keynsham’s Christmas
Tree Festival 

Christmas on the Hill

Christmas trees decorated by community groups in Keynsham
will be bringing festive cheer to St John’s Church in Keynsham
from 6th to 8th December.
Following on from last year’s successful first Christmas Tree

Festival, when more than
1,600 people visited St John’s
to enjoy 50 Christmas trees,
the organising committee is
delighted that this year 60
local groups will be decorating
trees to showcase what they
do and to encourage new
members.
The festival will be open from

6pm to 9pm on Friday 6th December, from 10am to 6pm on
Saturday 7th and from noon to 5pm on Sunday 8th.
Admission is free and there will be refreshments available,
along with Christmas crafts and music from local musicians.
Any profit from the festival will be divided between the
Keynsham Food Bank and St John’s Church.  

Staple Hill will mark the coming of Christmas with the 15th annual
Christmas on the Hill festival on Saturday December 7th.
Cllr Shirley Potts, co-ordinator of the festival, said that once again
the local community was looking forward to the day which brings all
sections of the community together and raises money for charity.
As usual the festivities begin with a parade through the town which
starts from the WDM car park at 1.30pm. The parade involves
community groups, floats, bands, drum majorettes and many other
novelty features.
There will be free admission to all activities, including the Victorian
Fair at the Royal British Legion, activities at the library and the
Christmas Grotto and Sing-a-long at the Methodist Church.
Children's entertainment at the Sanctuary will include a visit from
Father Christmas while Broad Street and High Street will feature
stalls and games and will resound to a variety of music and Zumba
dancing.
This year there will be a Christmas tree sited in the recently
refurbished Fountain Square. The afternoon's activities will finish
with the switching on of the lights on the tree by 10-year-old Jack
Brooks, who is suffering from bone cancer. He will be supported by
Cllr Ian Boulton, chairman of South Gloucestershire Council and
Father Christmas.
People are then invited to join in the singing of carols around the
tree with music provided by the Salvation Army.
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The annual Santa Specials at Avon Valley Railway got
under way last weekend.
Every weekend between now and Christmas, and also on
Monday, 23rd December and Christmas Eve, Father Christmas

will join families on the steam train at
Bitton for the six-mile round trip.
Last Christmas an estimated 10,000
visitors enjoyed the Santa Specials
in which Father Christmas makes his
way along the train, stopping to talk
to all the children and giving them
each a present. Parents receive a
mince pie or festive biscuit.
The trip takes about an hour, during
which time passengers enjoy the
views of the Avon Valley from the

old-fashioned carriages and experience the sights, sounds and
smells of a bygone age.
Up to six trips depart throughout the day. Tickets are priced from
£9 and advance booking is essential. Visit
www.avonvalleyrailway.org

Bitton   

First families join
Santa for a magical
Christmas train ride
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Four years after it was first proposed, B&NES
Council has given the go-ahead to increase the
number of spaces at the Newbridge Park & Ride.
Capacity will rise by 250 spaces to just under 700, and the
hours of operation extended to 6am-10.30pm on weekdays and
9am-7pm on Sundays and Bank Holidays.
A 500-space expansion of the Newbridge site was proposed by
the previous council administration in 2010 as part of a package
of measures including a rapid bus way through to the Western
Riverside development.  This was abandoned by the incoming

Liberal Democrat administration two years ago and replaced
with a smaller, stand-alone scheme.  
Despite objections from local residents, who believed a new
site on the south side of the River Avon should be considered,
instead of adding to the traffic on the Upper Bristol Road, the
plan was approved at last week’s Development Control
Committee meeting.
Work is due to commence in the spring and will also include a
covered waiting area, public toilets and cycle storage.  It will
bring the total number of P&R spaces around Bath to 2,860.

Major work to improve Emersons
Green Village Park and prevent
any risk of flooding to nearby
homes started this week (25th
November).
A “significant amount” of trees and
shrubs will be removed over the next
four weeks and some footpaths will
be closed temporarily during the works
for safety reasons, says South

Gloucestershire Council.
Then in January the two ponds in the
park, which have silted up, will be
cleared to reduce the risk of flooding to
local properties. The work will be
completed by the end of March.
The council says the works will result in
a more attractive landscape with more
open views of the ponds.

Go-ahead at last for Newbridge Park & Ride expansion

Emersons Green 

Flood prevention scheme begins in Village Park



22 The Week in •  Thursday 28th November 2013

Building Services Building Services

Directory & What’s On

Carpet Cleaning

Bereavement
Support

Art Shop & Tuition

G D MEEK
Your local builder
Structural alterations
Property maintenance
Partitions
Carpentry
Insurance work
Garden walls

T: 0117 932 5706
M: 07770 303807

Carpet Fitters

Animal Feeds

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Appliance Repairs

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Blinds

Barbers

Carers
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Directory & What’s On

Car Services

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£16.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £13.00

8 weeks - £12.00

12 weeks - £11.00

26 weeks - £9.50

52 weeks - £9.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FOR JUST

£3.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£16.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Computers / IT Driveways

Damp Proofing

Carpentry

Chimney Sweep

Electrical

Dance Lessons
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Furniture Makers

Garden Services

Garden ServicesEvents

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£16.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £13.00

8 weeks - £12.00

12 weeks - £11.00

26 weeks - £9.50

52 weeks - £9.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FOR JUST

£3.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£16.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Directory & What’s On

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Events
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Directory & What’s On

HOME MAINTENANCE
SOLUTIONS

• Floors sanded, repaired
and varnished 

• Plastering • Wallpapering 
• Int/ext painting • Tiling • •

Carpentry
Friendly experienced

craftsman eco-friendly
materials

Also Gardening, Garden
Decking and Fencing

Tel: Pete on 01225 400137
m 07792 883584

Joinery

Logs

Locksmiths

Maths Tuition

A LEVEL MATHS.   
Private Tuition by experienced and
respected teacher with a proven
track record. Contact Ken on
07977 049007

Home Maintenance

Hair & Beauty

Musical 

PIANO LESSONS IN
KEYNSHAM.   
Beginners – Advanced.  Ages 6+.
Contact Anne on 07963 935827.
annedavy25@yahoo.com

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Single Male 49
Pub Meals, Films, 

Cycling, Bowling, Animals 
Live Music - 60’s, 70’s 80’s
DIY, Cooking, Weekend
Breaks and Countryside 

Seeks a genuine
female who is willing 

to meet & date to
form a close
relationship

Tel: 07977553732  

Personal

Painting
& Decorating

Painting
& Decorating

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com

Pest Control

Pawn Brokers

Pallets
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Directory & What’s On
Podiatry

Taxis

Shed Repairs

Plumbers

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Stair Repairs

Situations Vacant

Printing

Plastering

Plumbers

Pet Services
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Directory & What’s On

Waste Disposal

Waste Disposal

TV & Aerials Venue Hire

Venue HireTherapies

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

Window Cleaners

Uniforms

Over 80 of Curo’s most senior
customers enjoyed a winter warmer
wellbeing boost at three events held in
Bath, Timsbury and Keynsham earlier
this month. Tai chi, massage, singing
and fish and chips were all on offer while
students from Bath University were on
hand to show customers how to use

Facebook, Skype and Twitter to keep in
touch with far-flung friends and family.
Harriet Bosnell said: “There’s been a lot
in the press about the loneliness and
downside of growing old but we like to
challenge some of the stereotypes and
show that we know how to have a really
good time. Lots of fun was had at a time

of year when things can be a bit flat. If
we could bottle the feel-good factor
that’s resulted from Curo’s Winter
Warmers then we would.”
The events were organised by Curo as
part of its award-winning Independent
Living Service, and made possible
thanks to donations received when the
organisation’s chief executive, Victor da
Cunha, and head of management
accounts, Ian Sheppard, ran the Bath
Half Marathon earlier in the year.

Curo residents enjoy fun and fish and chips!
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Charity bowled
over with support

Oldland Common 
Arrest and stolen
goods seized after raid

Buy an extra present this Christmas

At Keynsham Bowling Club’s November coffee morning, a
presentation was made to Sue Paulley, from the Motor Neurone
Disease Association, for an amount of £550.00. This was in addition
to a cheque presented earlier in the year for £1,750.

The charity for the year was chosen by the Ladies and Gents’ Team
Captains, Lyn Pells and Bob Edge, in memory of a much-loved club
member Dave Shaw.
In accepting the cheque Sue Paulley spoke about the work of the
association and thanked club members for their support. 
The photograph shows Sue receiving the cheque in the clubhouse
from Lyn and Bob.

Police believe they disrupted an operation which re-sold stolen goods
from a private house in the area, described as being similar to a
“Tupperware party”.
Acting on a tip-off, police raided a house late last month and seized
goods believed to have been shoplifted. A police spokesperson
confirmed:  “On Monday 28th October, officers visited the address,
arrested a woman and seized property including clothing,
accessories and cosmetics which they believed to have been stolen. 
“We identified four pairs of shoes as having been stolen from shops
and subsequently gave a woman in her 30s a police caution for
handling stolen goods.”
Meanwhile residents in and around St Anne's Drive in Oldland are
being warned to be alert to possible distraction burglaries following
recent incidents.  
Last week we reported on one case in which an elderly resident lost
a considerable sum of money to a gang who called at his house, and
police believe the area has been targeted.

The Salvation Army is appealing to local people to give to its
Christmas Present Appeal.
Until 16th December, you can take new unwrapped toys and gifts for
local children, families, older people and homeless people in need to
the Salvation Army centres in Staple Hill Citadel in Broad Street and
the one in Hassell Drive, Easton.
The gifts will then be wrapped and distributed to those in need.
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Hanham 

Aid for Kurdistan

Christmas food
collection to help
the homeless

MPs to speak at
Save Our Green
Spaces conference

Arran Bees of Hanham Youth Club with volunteers from Samaritan's
Purse checking shoeboxes of gifts which will be sent to youngsters in
need in Kurdistan.

Once again Churches Together in Keynsham and Saltford will be
organising a food collection to help the homeless in Bath and Bristol
in the run-up to Christmas. 
It will take place on Saturday 7th December from 9.30am to 1.30pm.
Collection points will be outside Keynsham Methodist Church on the
High Street and outside Iceland, Poundland and Carquip.
A spokesman for Churches Together in Keynsham and Saltford said:
“In previous years we have had a wonderful response to this event
and it is hoped people will again give generously to enable less
fortunate people to have a better Christmas.”

MPs Chris Skidmore (Kingswood) and Jacob Rees-Mogg (North East
Somerset) will be joined by Shaun Spiers, chief executive of the
Campaign to Protect Rural England, as speakers at a public
conference organised by the Save Our Green Spaces Group (SOGS)
this weekend.
The event takes place on Sunday 1st December at the Somerset
Hall, Portishead, from 11am to 4pm and admission is free. 
SOGS believes that the root of the housing problem is not the
planning process, but rather that developers are choosing to sit on
existing planning approvals, whilst more sustainable options are
being ignored. 
One of the organisers, Ron Morton, of Wick, said: “The Government’s
latest Help to Buy scheme subsidises the well-off prospective
purchasers of expensive properties, rather than putting roofs over the
heads of the homeless or those otherwise inappropriately housed. 
“It only encourages developers to concrete over more of the nation’s
green spaces. We need truly sustainable solutions to the housing
crisis, built on previously used brownfield sites, and we need them
now.”
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Crossword Solution
M U L L E T C R A M F U L L

V A I U R L A
C U S T O M E R S H A N D Y

L H P B E S I
P A G I N A T I O N H E E L

N N I B S
W O R R Y I N G C H U M M Y

U E L A
S T U P I D N E C K B A N D

N U R E H
H U R L Y A C K E T Y Y A K

M S C K E O D
O B L I G E T O R T U O U S

E V L I U N L
T R U E B L U E P I G S T Y

People will be taking part in a sleep-out next month to raise
money for the Kingswood Young Homeless Project.
The sleep-out is being organised by the Kingswood Team
Ministry and will be outside Kingswood’s newest church, All
Souls’, which is based at New Cheltenham Community Centre,
next to Southey Park.
The sleep-out starts at 9pm on Friday 6th December. Dubbed
the 'No Room at the Inn’ sleep-out, the idea is to experience a
little of what it is like to be homeless on a cold winter’s night
whilst raising money for a related cause.
KYHP manages the Park View hostel in Kingswood which
provides supported housing for eight young people.
For more information about the sleep-out call the parish office
on ?0117 967 3627.

Sleep-out to
raise money for
Kingswood’s
young homeless

School crossing patrol staff in South Gloucestershire
are celebrating 60 years since the service began.
Officially created by the School Crossing Patrol Act in 1953, the
first patrols started work across the country in 1954. Since then,
thousands of lollipop men and women have been helping
children to cross the road safely to and from their schools.
In South Gloucestershire there are 29 women and nine men
who cover 38 schools and they were invited to attend a thank
you event at which Cllr Ian Boulton, the chairman of South
Gloucestershire Council, presented them with a certificate to
mark the milestone.

Joan Crossland is the longest serving member of staff. She
works at Beacon Rise Primary School in Kingswood and has
clocked up 24 years’ service. At 71, John Pitt is the eldest and
at 23, Simon Hawker is the youngest member of the team.
Councillor Ian Boulton said: “The whole team vary in age and
personality but they all have one aim, which is to keep the
children safe on their way to and from school every day and
their dedication and commitment to the job is to be
commended."
At Longwell Green Primary School there are two crossing patrol
staff. Sandra Sperring and Deborah Beale started in 2009 and
say it is a very rewarding role. 
Sandra started out as a dinner lady at the school and then took
up a cleaning role which she does in between her twice daily
road safety routine outside the school gates.
She said: “I love the kids, they are really lovely. When you first
start you do have to get used to the weather but then you forget
about that because when you see the kids waiting to cross the
road it makes the job really rewarding.”
Debs added: “We are out in all weathers – snow, thunder and
lightning and the rain. We see the kids go through the years and
some of them who have left still say hello.”
If you are interested in joining the team of school crossing patrol
staff call 01454 863611.

Lollipop staff
celebrate
service’s 60th
anniversary

Age UK Bath & N E Somerset is holding its next drop-in
advice session on Tuesday 3rd December at Keynsham
Baptist Church Hall (10am – 12 noon). 
Free confidential information and advice will be available on
a range of topics including benefit entitlement, pensions,
care, housing, debt, finding local services, and many other
issues that affect older people. For further information call
01225 466 135. 

Age UK advice



The Week in • Thursday 28th November 2013 31

Sudoku Solutions
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A chilly Saturday afternoon was warmed by a sublime performance
from the first team as they hosted Barton Hill RFC. At the end of the
first half in which Keynsham supplied the speed and flair and Barts
the grunt, the score was 20-0. Tries from Marlon Dorset, Will Bryon
and Louis Bush with a penalty and a conversion from Paul Edson
sealed a dominant 40 minutes. 
In the second half Barts upped their pace and effort forcing
Keynsham onto the back foot for the first 10 minutes, only brave,
well organised defence and some sloppy Barts’ handling protecting
their line. Then, following a break by centre Byron, winger James
Hurrell-Smith scorched over for the bonus giving the 4th try, the
game was secured; Edson adding the conversion. Barts continued
to play with intent and were rewarded with 2 unconverted tries but
Ben Newman and Hurrell-Smith put the icing on the cake and
Keynsham ended up running out winners 39-10.
For 40 minutes the seconds worried visitors, Taunton 2nds and at
half time they trailed by just 2 points at 8-10; Keynsham’s points
from a try and a penalty by Rob Breckon.  The second half was a
different story as the young Taunton team, containing a plethora of
Somerset under 21s, tore the home side asunder. Speed was the
key, and Taunton were 40-8 victors.
The thirds rattled in 6 tries against a gnarled Winscombe side, also
at the Crown Field. Nick Elliot, Dean ‘near the grass’ Bodman,
James Rivers, Calum Fennell, Joe Hemmings and Nick Towe were
the scorers and Lewis Thorn kicked 4 out of 6 conversions. Fennell
was the man of the match in a game where the Keynsham pack
again dominated.

Four members of
Kingswood and Hanham
Bowls Club attended the
women’s annual dinner
and presentation of
prizes for the English
Bowls’ Association at the
King Power Stadium,
Leicester, last weekend.
Val Molton, Pat Baker,
Pam Salvage and Sue
Osborne collected their
runners-up trophy for the Women’ National Fours Competition.  
They qualified by representing Gloucestershire to beat other
counties until they reached the final where they were beaten by a
team from Sussex.

Keynsham Town had a hard-earned victory at Westbury United in
the league on Saturday.  

The Ks were able to field a stronger team, with Ben Stiff, Szymon
Gromek, Ryan Ashwood & Lewis Morgan all returned to the
starting eleven.

The first half was a fairly even affair, with few clear-cut chances.
Keynsham looked the stronger side though, and Lewis Morgan,
Liam Robson and Ryan Ashwood all went close. At the other end,
Matt Dunk had little to do, apart from one excellent diving stop
from a 25-yard drive.

Keynsham took control in the second half though, forcing a string
of corners which were whipped expertly into the box by Lewis
Morgan. Liam Robson headed just over, had another header
cleared off the line and then saw a fine shot tipped on to the post
by the Westbury keeper. However, the pressure finally told on 70
minutes when the lively Ryan Ashwood bundled the ball home
after it ping-ponged around the Westbury six-yard box. 

As Westbury poured forward in search of an equaliser, they left
gaps at the back, but the Ks could not extend their lead. The
referee added six minutes’ stoppage time, but Keynsham
defended heroically and despite an error by Dunk which saw a
cross-shot roll agonisingly along the line, they hung on for a
precious victory.

The next week is a busy one for the Ks with three home games at
the AJN Stadium. Wells City (30th November – 3pm kick-off) and
Shepton Mallet (7th December – 3pm kick-off) visit for league
games, whilst on Tuesday 3rd December, Frome Town from the
Southern Premier League  visit for a Somerset FA Premier Cup
2nd round tie (7.45pm kick-off).

Terry Challenger defeated Luke Stillwell in the final to win
Keynsham's open snooker tournament on Sunday 17th November.

In earlier matches Challenger also defeated Mark Bradley, Peter
Chin and Nick Hawkins.

Meanwhile Mark Bradley defeated Jamie Hawkins to win the plate
consolation final.
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