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Students at Mangotsfield School welcomed rugby players from
the Cook Islands last week ahead of their Rugby League World
Cup match against the USA at the Memorial Stadium.

The players, who are based in Bristol for the tournament, took
time out to run a training session with the students.
Headteacher Richard Badley said: “We are really pleased to
have inspiring international athletes meeting our students, not
only through sport, but by sharing their culture and commitment
to excellence. 
“Students often benefit from coaching and playing opportunities
with local clubs, including Rodway Tennis Centre, Mangotsfield
Football Club, Cleve Rugby, Carson’s Cricket and Yate and
District Athletics. It is great to have the students here meet the
Cook Islands players.”
Mangotsfield School students were joined by pupils from local
primary schools in the area for the special sporting occasion
along with Cllr Ian Boulton, chairman of South Gloucestershire
Council.
Afterwards he said: “The Cook Islands World Cup rugby team
have been excellent role models for the hundreds of young
people they have met since they arrived in South
Gloucestershire. It has been a pleasure to see them in action.”
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Mangotsfield 

Rugby League
stars drop in
at school

Promotion for Skidmore
in Government reshuffle
Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore will be helping to shape the
Conservatives' policy in the run-up to the 2015 General Election
after being appointed to the Downing Street Policy Board.
He is one of five new members on the board announced as part of
the Government’s recent reshuffle.
Commenting on the promotion, he told us:  "I’m delighted to have
been appointed to the Number 10 Downing Street Policy Board, and
am looking forward to coming up with new ideas and policies for the
Prime Minister. I hope that I will be able to take from what I have
learnt from the experiences of local people what we still need to do
to help people’s lives, and if any constituents want to let me know
ideas then I would be more than happy to hear them as always.”
The 31 year old took the Kingswood seat from longstanding MP
Roger Berry at the 2010 General Election.  Earlier this month he
made the national headlines over comments he made at a meeting
of a right-wing political group during the Conservative Party
conference. See also Letters page 10.
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Chewton Keynsham

Chewton Place to become
private residence
The former conference and wedding venue is to revert to a private
dwelling if the current owners are successful with a planning
application submitted to B&NES Council earlier this month. 

James Morrison and Adrian Zareba have submitted plans to repair
and restore much of the main house while converting the 1980's
built conference centre into an orangery to house a private gym and
fitness centre. They plan to return the main house as close as
possible to its original floor plan and reinstate several features
which were lost over the years to conversion.  The west wing will
form the principal residence while the east wing, which housed the
catering facilities, will be turned into two flats to be used as ancillary
accommodation.
Within the grounds, improvements are also proposed to the lodge
as well as two individual cottages which will be let once complete.

@theweekineditor
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Warmley 

Good progress at
The Grange School
The man sent in to help turn around the failing
Grange School in Warmley says he is “delighted”
with the progress that has been made in the first
term of the academic year.
Writing to parents, interim principal Mike Gunston
said: “I am delighted with the progress we have
made and the way in which our students have

approached their
learning despite the
uncertainty we are
facing.”
The Cabot Learning
Federation, which
runs the nearby
King’s Oak Academy
and John Cabot
Academy, is running
The Grange for this
academic year
following a damning
report by Ofsted.
The Grange was

inspected in April by the Government’s education
watchdog and the report was published in the

summer. The school was judged to require
“special measures” because it was not offering
an acceptable standard of education. 
Ofsted said too many students were not making
enough progress, especially in maths, that
teaching was inadequate and leaders were not
doing enough to tackle the school’s most serious
weaknesses, while governors had not held the
school’s leaders to account for the quality of
teaching or the progress being made by
students.
The long-term future of the school remains
uncertain with a large number of surplus places
and an estimated £10 million needed to bring the
school’s ageing buildings up to scratch.
Mr Gunston added: “The behaviour, attitudes and
engagement of students has been wonderful,
meaning we can get on with the number one
priority of helping them make as much progress
as possible. I must also thank the whole staff for
their professional approach and the manner in
which they have kept students’ learning at the
fore.”

Age UK
advice
session
Age UK Bath & North East
Somerset is holding its
next drop-in advice
session on Tuesday 5th
November at Keynsham
Baptist Church Hall from
10am to noon.

Free, confidential
information and advice will
be available on a range of
topics, including benefit
entitlement, pensions,
care, housing, debt,
finding local services, and
many other issues that
affect older people.

For more information call
01225 466 135.
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Town centre regeneration passes milestone with
topping out ceremony
Keynsham’s town centre regeneration programme
reached a significant milestone last week with the
formal topping out ceremony performed by
representatives from B&NES Council, Keynsham
Town Council and builders Willmott Dixon. 
A ceremonial bolt was secured in place followed by a traditional
topping out ceremony including the placing of a yew tree branch
and the sprinkling of wine, oil, corn and salt.

The construction, having reached its highest point, will soon see
work focus on the fitting out of the site to create a new civic
centre, council one stop shop, library, offices and retail units.
Work is on schedule for completion in 12 months’ time.

Restaurant?
An agent has been appointed to handle the marketing of the
retail sites which will start on Friday (1st November). David
Bellotti, the B&NES Cabinet Member responsible for the project,
says that two independent Keynsham businesses have already
expressed interest in taking retail units. He remained tight-
lipped, however, on the identity of the likely occupiers of the two
anchor sites. While negotiations are close to conclusion on one
of them, he told The Week In that all interested parties currently
in contact with the council were national firms with no current
presence in Keynsham. 

David Bellotti (l) with Gill Hellier from Keynsham Town Council and
Neil Butters, Chair of B&NES Council
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n passes milestone with

While the shop fronting Bath Hill was originally designed for a
food retailer, it appears there has also been interest from
restaurant operators.
The office space will provide workspace for 400 staff and
B&NES, together with partner agencies, will employ more than
600 in Keynsham using ‘hot desking’ methods. Among the
partner agencies joining staff transferring from the Riverside will
be representatives from the Citizens Advice Bureau, Avon
Pension Fund management and the police.

Speaking to an assembled audience prior to the topping out
ceremony, Cllr Bellotti congratulated Willmott Dixon on their
performance to date. He explained that the selection process
had relied on several criteria, including local employment policy
and the recycling of the demolished material. 
With the project on time and on budget, he said the council had
not a single regret over its ultimate choice of contractor.
As we reported in last week's issue, the Civic Centre car park
partially re-opened on Monday.

The Week In on line
Keep up to date with local news as it happens at

www.theweekin.co.uk
Follow us @theweekineditor

The Civic Centre space
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Willsbridge 

Brighter future for Willsbridge Mill?
The future of Willsbridge Mill, a Grade II listed 19th century mill
house, was discussed last Thursday at a meeting of local
councillors, volunteers, members of South Gloucestershire
Council and representatives from Avon Wildlife Trust.  
Chair of the meeting, Chris Coucher, who is an engagement
officer for South Gloucestershire, explained the current situation
and confirmed that the present lease held by Avon Wildlife Trust
will run out in October 2014.  

Concerns were raised
about the condition of the
mill and there was some
concern, however about
the state of the roof. It
was acknowledged that
there will be the need for
a survey of the buildings
before the present lease
expires. 
Mr Coucher also outlined
a series of measures that
need consideration
before the new lease
comes into operation

including the exact boundaries between the nature reserve and
the mill buildings; the need for a storage area for volunteers' use;
the hiring out of the venue; car parking and access.  

It was also stated that there needs to be a clear demarcation of
responsibility between the party responsible for the buildings and
the party responsible for the wildlife reserve.  
Willsbridge Mill Community Refresh Group is to bid for the new
lease of the buildings. It hopes to run a café with paid staff and
also to hire out parts of the buildings for community functions.
Sue Smith and Jan Davis formed the Community Refresh Group
after The Mill Café, which they ran last year, closed due to
ongoing disputes with Avon Wildlife Trust.  
Virginia McNab, local resident and parish councillor, reminded
attendees of the history of the mill, which she hoped would be
appreciated by the new leaseholders and also of the importance
people from the neighbouring California Farm estate attach to the
site.
Bristol-based Avon Wildlife Trust stated that it had no wish to
lease the mill buildings but was keen to continue management of
the nature reserve.  Avon Wildlife’s view is that Willsbridge Mill is
a great resource and a great site and suggested it would be
interested in managing the meadows that lie close to the mill, but
added: “The buildings are a liability.”  
Every Tuesday volunteers for the trust work at the mill, managing
and tending to its woodland and wildlife. 
Leader of South Gloucestershire Council, Cllr John Calway, said:
“This is a unique opportunity for social enterprise to get going. I’m
sure officers of the council will give their full support and I hope
the friends of Willsbridge Mill will have an open mind. There will
be commitment from councillors to make this work.”  
John Morris, from South Gloucestershire Community Spaces,
said: “It is so important to get young people to look at nature.”  
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard
8 4 9 7
3 4 5 8 6
7 2 3 1 5

6 5 7
4 3 9 8
1 5 7 8 3

6 3
5 8 1 7
6 8 2

7
5 8

2 6 1 5
6 1 8 7
9 7 3 8

8 6 9 4
3 6 7

2 9
9 7 3

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND 
Sunday 3rd November

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Planning Applications  
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Letters
Chris Skidmore MP
Dear Sir,
I am disgusted that Chris Skidmore, who
represents me as my Member of
Parliament for Kingswood, told a fringe
meeting of the Thatcher Free Enterprise
Group at the Conservative Party
conference that the austerity cuts were
not that bad as "there were no bodies
lying dead in the streets."

This is the same Chris Skidmore who
purports to be a "local boy who cares for
his residents." However, he has once
again been caught out and his true
colours shown.  Anti union, anti NHS,
anti welfare but very much pro big
business and the free market and all the
other Tory principles which caused so
much despair in Margaret Thatcher's
reign.
Make no mistake, this young man has
definite right wing tendencies that slip
out when he thinks no-one is watching.
No doubt he will respond with his stock

response, often repeated, that he has
been misquoted.
He can fool some of the Kingswood
residents all of the time and all of the
residents some of the time, but not all of
Kingswood all of the time.
Patricia Putterill, Downend

Dear Sir,
It is difficult to read a copy of The Week
In without learning what Kingswood MP
Chris Skidmore has been up to recently.
You cannot fault his energy or the efforts
of his PR team. 
Within the Kingswood constituency if
would be fair to say Mr Skidmore comes
across as someone who cares for his
constituents above the interests of party
politics. Fast forward to the annual
Conservative conference - his 'lying
dead in the streets' comment, delivered
at a right wing fringe meeting, was
obviously aimed at a completely different
audience.
It is perhaps no surprise that politicians
play to the gallery - one can only assume
Jacob Ress-Mogg was not booed off
stage when he addressed a group of
whacky extreme nationalists recently
either.  I imagine the question facing
voters in Kingswood now is, who is the
real Chris Skidmore?
M R MacKay, by e-mail

Dear Stephen, 
Yet again in Issue 292 John Howlett tries
to deflect attention from the fact that all
the 'cuts' made by the Coalition are
forced on them by the profligacy of the
previous administration, and Chris
Skidmore and his colleagues should be
congratulated for putting us on the road
to recovery without – as he points out –
having left people ' dying dead in the
streets'. 

I believe Mr Howlett's gloomy prediction
that this could still happen unlikely, but if
it does, then like all the other ill effects
the cuts are having, I hope the public
remember who caused the problems,
and don't trust Labour with the economy
again.  
M O'Regan, by e-mail

Dear Editor,
I have read with interest the recent
furore over Chris Skidmore's unguarded
comments at a fringe meeting at the Tory
conference in Manchester. Mr Skidmore
is frequently in the news and gives the
impression of working hard for his
constituents. I'm surprised this view of
him has not been challenged before
given his other activities.
Mr Skidmore is a founder member of a
small group of young right wing Tory
MPs of the `Free Enterprise Group'.
They have published two books, the first
called `After the Coalition' (2011) and
`Britannia Unchained' (2012). Mr
Skidmore was involved in both I believe,
certainly the latter. This second book
was criticised by Jonathan Portes in The
Spectator as full of factual errors and
slipshod research. What might interest
many of his constituents is what this
group advocates. They want to
dismantle what is left of employment law
and described the British worker `as
amongst the worst idlers in the World'. I
suggest his constituents read what he
and his fellow cohorts say and ask
themselves in whose interests these
proposed policies are?
I fear the truth is that Mr Skidmore's
comments at Manchester may have
revealed his true self and not the image
he has so assiduously cultivated.
Peter Ward, Keynsham
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Letters
Keynsham regeneration
Dear Sir,
I am almost lost for words!
What is this huge, hideous, monstrosity
we are giving birth to in the heart of this
"historic town of Keynsham"?

I know we all had access to the drawings
of the finished article but who, but the
professional architect/surveyor could
have foreseen this giant predator
looming into our midst and rising
menacingly over our lovely old school
building etc in Bath Hill and dwarfing all
around it.
I only hope the whole monstrous "thing"
does not turn into the biggest white
elephant or should I say, herd of which
elephants, ever to grace (grace?!!) a
town centre.
Incidentally, something that has always
bothered me, does the crane driver have
a loo up there?
Julia M Chandler, by e-mail

Energy price freeze - it can
be done
Dear Sir,
Labour leader Ed Milliband's pledge to
freeze energy prices after the next
election seems to have ruffled a few
feathers. While government ministers
and energy company bosses huffed

about how impractical such a move
would be, one of those bosses wrote to
me last week.
When Ian Peters, Managing Director of
British Gas Residential Energy, wrote to
explain the reasons for this year's 9%
rise in my gas bill (the usual 'government
green levies', 'infrastructure investment'
and that good old 'volatile wholesale
market') he also offered me the
opportunity to fix my gas prices through
to March 2016. Admittedly, Mr
Milliband's plan would not include the
3% 'premium' British Gas would add to
my bill in order to guarantee prices won't
go up in the next two years, but it does
show that price freezes on energy bills
are feasible (as long as it's on the energy
companies' terms of course).
Is it any wonder we live in rip off Britain
when governments take the easy option
of not inferring in business and leaving
everything to the 'free market!'
Yours
Mr R Davis, by e-mail

Keynsham Music Festival
Dear Stephen,
“The Keynsham Music Festival is the
most successful event in Keynsham”,
according to Cllr Keith Kirwan at a Town
Council meeting on 8th October 2013.  It
is probably Keynsham’s only activity that
has gained national recognition and
awards.
I hope through your publication to thank
all those people in Keynsham who make
the festival such a vibrant and
successful community event.  Forgive
me if I forget anybody but I would like to
put on record my thanks to the vast
number of people who make it happen.  
My thanks go to my fellow directors, we
are a company now, but particularly
those people who make a material

difference to the festival.  Our main
sponsors:  Ian McGill Transport, Taylor
Wimpey and The Co-Op:  Other
organisations who make a significant
contribution, The Park Cafe, Barclays
Bank, KitCo, SOS Design, Curo,
Churches Together in Keynsham and
Saltford, The Keynsham Lions, Polar
Bear Windows, Empire of India, The
Talbot, The Ship Inn, The Old Manor
House, The Conservative Club,
Transition Keynsham and Keynsham
Action Network.  Also, thank you to all
the businesses that place adverts in our
programme for the Sunday, published by
Trade it, all the people that run
Community Stalls at the festival and
finally those wonderful people who serve
the performers, artists and helpers in the
Green Room at the Baptist Church.
The 2013 festival is fading from our
collective memory but who could forget
the Keynsham Festival Train, or the
1000 people who saw Keynsham
Orchestra in the Park, Satish Kumar and
all the other fantastic pre-festival events.
We are already working on the festival
for 2014 and hope to add some more
surprises in the festival week.  Perhaps
an opening event?  Maybe some ballet?
Perhaps Poetry?  More Art with music?
Music Competition?  More Opera?  Who
knows?  
Anybody can become a member of the
KMFAL and help us plan for and support
the 2014 festival, contact the Town
Council Office for information about our
next meeting, please get involved.  
We are already looking for sponsors for
2014, contact Richard Davison, 2014
Organiser, at ric@keynshamfest.co.uk
or me andy@keynshamfest.co.uk .  
Thank you again for showing that
Keynsham is still a real community.
Andy Wait, Financial Director, KMFAL
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Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27

28 29

Across

Printed handbill (7)9
Rhythmic movement (7)10
Structural rules of language (7)11
To ask (7)12
Popular Indian food (4,5)13
Roused from slumber (5)15
17th century Italian composer (7)16
Defrauded or swindled (7)19
Monetary worth (5)20
Sudden overthrow of a government (4,5)21
Celebrity (7)25
Anticipate by acting first (3-4)26
Defeat by force (7)28
Standing (7)29

Down

Phrase used in advertising (6)1
Tomorrow in Spain (6)2
Thin (4)3
Deprive of food (6)4
Something extra (8)5
Without compare (10)6
Supernatural being (8)7
Type of gentian plant (8)8
French term for personal letter (6,4)14
Cut open a living animal (8)16
Treacherous conduct (8)17
Law term for private meeting (2,6)18
Snobbish, arrogant (6)22
Abnormal growth (6)23
Restrain an animal (6)24
Elegance (4)27

ACROSS
9 Printed handbill (7)
10 Rhythmic movement (7)
11 Structural rules of language (7)
12 To ask (7)
13 Popular Indian food (4,5)
15 Roused from slumber (5)
16 17th century Italian composer (7)
19 Defrauded or swindled (7)
20 Monetary worth (5)
21 Sudden overthrow of a government (4,5)
25 Celebrity (7)
26 Anticipate by acting first (3-4)
28 Defeat by force (7)
29 Standing (7)

DOWN
1 Phrase used in advertising (6)
2 Tomorrow in Spain (6)
3 Thin (4)
4 Deprive of food (6)
5 Something extra (8)
6 Without compare (10)
7 Supernatural being (8)
8 Type of gentian plant (8)
14 French term for personal letter (6,4)
16 Cut open a living animal (8)
17 Treacherous conduct (8)
18 Law term for private meeting (2,6)
22 Snobbish, arrogant (6)
23 Abnormal growth (6)
24 Restrain an animal (6)
27 Elegance (4)



Pure Beauty in Keynsham High Street has been awarded
Crown Status by prestigious French beauty brand Guinot.
Salon owner Gemma Cozzubbo was presented with the honour
at a special black tie dinner in Birmingham, making Pure Beauty
one of only six salons to hold Crown Status in the South West.
Guinot’s Crown Status recognises excellence and
professionalism in the beauty industry and is awarded to salons
which meet Guinot’s high standards of professionalism.
Reflecting on the award, Gemma said: "We are delighted to win
this award. We’ve always believed that Pure Beauty is the
area’s premier salon and it’s wonderful to be recognised by
Guinot."
The salon offers a full range of treatments and applies the latest
techniques, including Caci Ultimate anti-ageing facials, Micro
Dermabrasion, San Tropez bronzing, Bio Sculpture Nails and
Hollywood eyelash extensions, in a calm and relaxing
environment. The salon has three beauty treatment rooms and
a bio sculpture and Nailtiques nail bar.

Gemma continues: "We want to share this award with our
wonderful customers and are offering a 20% (terms and
conditions apply) discount to twenty-five readers so that you
can experience the salon for yourselves!"
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Keynsham 

Beauty Queen!
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Cathedral honour
for local minister

Could you provide a
temporary home to a
care leaver?The Rev Catherine Coster, who leads services at Warmley,

Siston and Bitton churches, has been installed as an Honorary
Canon at Bristol Cathedral.
Catherine, a former primary school deputy headteacher, was
schools adviser for the Diocese of Bristol from 1998 to 2008 and
is currently an assistant curate in the three parishes.
She is the fourth minister in recent years from the benefice to
receive the honour and the others - Canons John Poarch,
George Mitchell and Paul Denyer - were at the service which

took place earlier this month.
Speaking at the service, the
Bishop of Bristol highlighted
Catherine’s years as a
religious education adviser
working with schools in the
Bristol Diocese. 
Bishop Mike said that her
creative work was widely
recognised across the
Church of England and also
commended her amount of
voluntary work across the
three parishes.

South Gloucestershire Council has launched a recruitment drive to
find people to take on the rewarding role of supporting a young
person when they leave care.
As part of its supported lodgings scheme, families, single parents,
couples or individuals from all backgrounds, cultures and identities
are being sought to provide supported, temporary accommodation
for care leavers aged 16 to 18. 
The role would provide a youngster with a room and help mentor
them to take the first steps towards independent living.
Cllr Ian Blair, chairman of the Children & Young People Committee,
said: “We have a duty of care to find appropriate accommodation for
young people when they leave the care of the local authority. 
“Some of these young adults may have suffered some sort of
trauma at an early age and without the security of a loving home to
return to, they may find themselves with nowhere to turn.
“So if you could offer a second chance to a young person and help
mentor and nurture them, teach them invaluable life skills,
encourage them to be independent and boost their confidence, then
our supported lodgings team would like to hear from you.
“We are ideally looking for people who live near community facilities
with good transport links.”
You will receive full training, have the opportunity to meet other
carers in similar roles and you will also be paid a weekly allowance
of £155. Contact Esther Clarke on 01454 863498 or email
esther.clarke@southglos.gov.uk to find out more.

Catherine Coster
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Longwell Green 

Top honour for
teenage volunteer

Keynsham 

Candles of Remembrance

Emersons Green 
Historical fiction writers to give talk

Police Cadet Jemima Suffolk, from Longwell Green, scooped the
prestigious Volunteer of the Year award at Avon & Somerset’s annual
Neighbourhood Policing Awards.
The awards honour those who serve their communities, going above
and beyond the call of duty.
The awards are organised
jointly by Avon & Somerset
Police and Crime
Commissioner Sue
Mountstevens and reward
dedicated officers, staff and
volunteers for their hard work
in ensuring the communities of
Avon and Somerset are safe.
Jemima, 17, who hopes to
become a PCSO, shared the
award with the Taunton Street
Pastors.
One of the original South Gloucestershire Police Cadets when the
scheme launched in September 2011, Jemima said: “I have had brilliant
support from my beat team and without them I wouldn’t be here to
receive it.” 

The Annual Candles of Remembrance service for families of children
who have died takes place at Victoria Methodist Church in High Street
on Saturday 9th November, starting at 3pm. 
The service is an opportunity to remember children who have passed
away (of any age – either recently or a long time ago) and to have their
names read out in the roll call during the service. 
The service consists of poems, music, prayer and songs, and parents
are encouraged to request prayers or music that they have found helpful
and would like to share with others. There is the opportunity to light a
candle, write a message or to say a quiet prayer. At the end of the
service refreshments are served in the hall. 
Everyone is welcome – children, parents, grandparents, family and
friends.
For more information (and to include your child’s name on the roll call)
contact Jeff Sawyer on 0117 975 4071 or the Rev Philip Simpkins on
0117 986 2242.   

Jane Borodale and Stewart Binns, two well-known authors and
members of the Historical Writers’ Association will be at Emersons
Green Library on Thursday 21st November (8pm) to talk about their
latest publications. 
Jane Borodale’s The Knot has just been published in paperback and
follows her Orange prize-listed The Book of Fires.
Stewart Binns’ latest instalment of his Making of England series is
Anarchy and was released during the summer. 
Set in the reign of Henry II, his books have been described by the Daily
Mail as “story telling at its best”.  
The event is free but places need to be reserved in advance. Call 01454
868006 or email emersonsgreen.library@southglos.gov.uk

l-r PCSO Ian Taylor, Jemima Suffolk
and her father Ben
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OUT & ABOUT
Your guide to eating, drinking and entertainment in November

The best firework displays in our area
Downend Firework Show - Friday 1st November
This event is organised by the Great Western Round Table and
takes place on the King George V Playing Fields, Sutherland
Avenue.
Gates open at 5.30pm and there will be a children’s display at
6.30pm with the main display at 7.30pm. 
Cleve Rugby Club’s annual firework display is also on Friday 1st
November. Gates open at 6pm, with the display starting at 8pm.
The Riverside Inn at Saltford on Saturday 2nd November is one

of the more spectacular settings and if you really want to do things
in style, why not book a table and enjoy the show from the comfort
of the restaurant.  The bonfire will be lit at 6.30pm and the display
starts at 7pm. 
If you are looking for a venue on Sunday 3rd November then head
to Bristol Telephones Area Rugby Club on Stockwood Lane,
Whitchurch. It's probably the best deal around for family entrance
and the bonfire will be lit at 6.30pm with fireworks at 7pm.
Keynsham Rugby Club hosts its traditional event on  Tuesday 5th

November. Gates open at 6pm and the display is due to get under
way at 7pm at the Crown Field Ground. Tickets will be available on
the gate.
Admission is £7 per adult, £4 per child with a family ticket (two
adults and two children) costing £20. There will be a funfair on the
site. For something a little more intimate, the Carpenters Arms in
Wick is also planning a bonfire and fireworks. The fun starts at 6pm.

Fundraising show at the Fear Hall

Cider Festival

Enjoy a journey around the world in song, dance and verse at the
Fear Hall while raising money to fight childhood liver disease. 
Alegre has been written, produced and choreographed by Patricia
Dearling and brings to life the memories of an elderly man following
a lifetime of travels. 
All the costumes and props are hand made by an enthusiastic band
of supporters and amateur performers, for many of whom it will be
their first ever public appearance.
The show is in memory of Patricia’s son, Mark, who succumbed to
liver disease at the age of just 27. All proceeds from the show are
being split between the Children’s Liver Disease Foundation and
the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Birmingham Liver Foundation. 
Every day, two children in the UK are diagnosed with liver disease.
Performances are on Saturday 16th November at 8pm and Sunday
17th November at 6.30pm.  For tickets call 0117 9860468.

Pucklechurch’s Winter Cider Festival will be held on Saturday 30th
November.
A great selection of ciders is lined up along with music from 7pm to
midnight in the Community Centre hall, Abson Road.
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Dave Dean concert for
alzheimer's charity

Echoes of
Yesterday’s Island

On Friday 8th November, The Gables Residential Home in
Hanham is organising the "Dave Dean Show" at Hanham
Community Centre in aid of the BRACE charity.  BRACE is a
charity that funds research into Alzheimer’s disease and other
forms of dementia and is based at Frenchay Hospital. Dave
Dean regularly entertains residents at The Gables and conjures
up a feeling of nostalgia from a bygone era for his musically
appreciative audience. 
He appeared as Andy Williams in the television show Stars in
their Eyes in 2000 and 2001. During the concert Dave will
perform numbers from artists such as Michael Buble, Frank
Sinatra, Nat King Cole, Robbie Williams and other popular
crooners.  
Other guests also performing that evening will be John Genge
and Ann Aubrey (manager at The Gables).  The event will take
place at Hanham Community Centre and after the show there
will be a 1980s disco until midnight.  The bar will be open and
there will be a ploughman’s supper and raffle.  Tickets for the
evening cost £6 if pre-booked and £7.50 on the door.  To book
or find out more telephone 0785 716 3550.

This year marks 50 years since the community of St Philips
Marsh in Bristol was displaced to make way for industry.  
Families were moved to several surrounding areas, including
Keynsham, where the link has remained particularly strong.  It
was at the Fry Club where the trilogy of hit musicals produced
by former Marsh boy Brian Davies were first staged. 
Yesterday’s Island, The Day War Broke Out and You Never Had
It So Good have played to sell-out audiences in a number of
locations around the city but until now, the songs have never
been sung at St Philips Marsh.
On Sunday 24th November a tribute show, Echoes of
Yesterday’s Island, with songs from all three productions, is
being performed at the St Silas Royal British Legion in Meriton
Street. 
There are two performances (3pm and 7.30pm) and tickets cost
£9 (adults), £8 (seniors) and £5 (children under 16). Call 01225
872 067 or email briandavies17@btinternet.com
The St Silas Royal British Legion will also be including a preview
as part of its Remembrance Day activities on Sunday 10th
November.

LQ
LQ
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OUT & ABOUT
Your guide to eating, drinking and entertainment in November

Sound of Wales Table top sale
The famous South Wales Male Choir are making a rare appearance
in the area when they perform at Christ the Servant Church in
Stockwood on Saturday 16th November (7.30pm). 

The 60-strong ensemble,
accompanied by the ladies
support group in full national
costume, have delighted
audiences all over the world in
recent years. 

As well as regular visitors to cathedrals and concert halls in Europe
they have also graced the Sydney Opera House, Australian
Parliament Building in Canberra, the Congress Hall in Ottawa and
the Royal Albert Hall in London.  
Tickets cost £8 and include refreshments. Call 01275 544245.
The event also coincides with the church’s annual shoebox appeal
with boxes being readied for dispatch to children in eastern Europe.
Last year Christ the Servant sent 3,000 boxes packed with gifts for
the charity Samaritan’s Purse.

The Hanham branch of the Women's Institute is holding its 4th
annual table top sale on Saturday 9th November at the Hanham
Community Centre from 10.00am until 1.00pm.
There will be a wide variety of goods on sale including toys, books,
jewellery, cards and gifts as well as hot and cold snacks, teas and
coffees.

Autumn fayre

Murder in Saltford?

An autumn fayre in aid of St Barnabas’ Church in Warmley takes
place at Warmley Community Centre on Saturday 2nd November
from noon to 2pm. 
The event will be opened by Kingswood Chris Skidmore MP.
There will be a grand draw with a £100 cash first prize, plus other
great prizes. There will be stalls and games, and ploughman’s
lunches and other refreshments will be available.
For any queries call Brian Draper on 07976 568069.

Saltford Drama Club takes to the stage again on 21st, 22nd and
23rd November at Saltford Hall (7.30pm start) in a comedy farce
called The Murder Room.
Written by Jack Sharkey and directed by Corinne-Anne Richards,
the play has been described as a “mix of Agatha Christie, Monty
Python and Abbott and Costello." In three acts, it concerns newly-
weds Edgar and Mavis Hollister. Murder has never been so funny!
Tickets are on sale now from the box office on 01225 872499,
priced at £10 and £8 (over 60s concession). 

LQ
LQ



The Week in • Thursday 31st October 2013 19



20 The Week in •  Thursday 31st October 2013



Local group Journey up the Wood are to appear in a concert at the
Colston Hall on Friday 1st November in aid of local charity PROPS
(Providing Opportunity and Support to Children and Young People with
physical and learning disabilities.)
Tim Brain, who formed the band eight years ago, is involved in the
production along with fellow Bristol musician Daz (Darren Sims).  Over

the last six years Daz has put on a
yearly production in aid of local
charities and Journey up the Wood
has taken part in most of them.  
Tim and Daz got to know each
other when Tim, who played for
Kingswood Rugby Club, was
unable to play anymore because
of damage to his knee.  As a new

challenge Daz taught Tim to play the guitar.  However, other rugby
players also took up the challenge to learn music and eventually
Journey up the Wood was born.  
All the members come from the Kingswood and Warmley area.  The
name came about after one member of the group, on watching a
performance on TV talent show X Factor by the group Journey South,
commented: “We’re going to journey up the wood,” referring to the walk
from Warmley Hill to a hostelry in Kingswood.  

Since then the group has appeared at many venues in and around
Kingswood, Oldland common and Warmley but always have a soft spot
for their yearly appearance with Daz at The Colston Hall. The band will
be playing locally at the end of the month when they are at the Cherry
Tree in Oldland Common on Saturday 30th November.
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Journey up the Wood play the Colston Hall

Exhibition celebrates the
Great Western Railway

Steve Holbrook

A treasure trove of iconic railway posters, paintings and 19th century
prints will be celebrated at Bath & North East Somerset Council’s
Victoria Art Gallery in a new exhibition this winter.
Bath and the Great Western Railway, which runs from 23rd November
until 2nd February, tells the story of how our public transport system was
radically changed for ever.
Alongside fascinating 19th century prints and watercolours of the
railway in Bath, visitors will see a wonderful array of iconic GWR railway
posters from the early 20th century, urging people to journey to “the
Georgian City” with the slogan “it’s quicker by rail”.
The Victoria Art Gallery, near Pulteney Bridge in Bath, is open Tuesday
to Saturday, 10am to 5pm, Sundays from 1.30pm to 5pm and closed on
Mondays. For more details call 01225 477233.

Steve Holbrook returns to the Hanham Community Centre next
Saturday (9th November) for another evening which is sure to captivate.
The clairaudient medium has been appearing in front of packed houses
on his latest UK tour providing a roller coaster of emotions and
confirming what he has believed for the last 30 years, that spirits don't
die, merely pass on to another place.
Tickets can be purchased in advance from 01823 666292 or from the
Community Centre.  They can also be purchased on the door for £18.

OUT & ABOUT
Your guide to eating, drinking and entertainment in November

Mickey & Minnie Mouse to
help diabetes fundraiser
Family fun tea & cake morning is taking place on Saturday 9th
November at Saltford Hall to raise funds and awareness of the Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation. The event will run from 10am-1pm with
refreshments, homemade cakes, raffle, tombola, various stalls and face
painting.
Children can also meet Mickey and Minnie Mouse who will be arriving
at 11.30am. For more information contact candyg10@hotmail.com.
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Building Services Building Services

BUILDING
SOLUTIONS

BRISTOL LTD
• Loft Conversions
• Extensions
• Carpentry
• Bathroom & Kitchens
• Plastering & rendering
• Brickwork & patios

07785 274213
0117 932 5321

www.buildingsolutionsbristol.co.uk

Directory & What’s On

Blinds

Barbers

Asbestos Removal Art Shop & Tuition

G D MEEK
Your local builder
Structural alterations
Property maintenance
Partitions
Carpentry
Insurance work
Garden walls

T: 0117 932 5706
M: 07770 303807

An advert like this
costs

£16.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Animal Feeds

Appliance Repairs



DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

The Week in • Thursday 31st October 2013 23

Directory & What’s On

Carpet Cleaning Car Services
Computers / IT

Driveways

Dance Lessons

Damp Proofing

Carpentry

Carpet Fitters

Driving Lessons

Chimney Sweep

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Carers
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Directory & What’s On

Furniture Makers

Garden EquipmentGarden Services

Garden Services

Events

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

An advert like this
costs

£16.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Electrical

See pages 16-21 this week for
more local events

Foot Health

Hair & Beauty
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Directory & What’s On

HOME MAINTENANCE
SOLUTIONS

• Floors sanded, repaired
and varnished 

• Plastering • Wallpapering 
• Int/ext painting • Tiling • •

Carpentry
Friendly experienced

craftsman eco-friendly
materials

Also Gardening, Garden
Decking and Fencing

Tel: Pete on 01225 400137
m 07792 883584

Joinery

Logs

Man with a Van

Painting
& Decorating

Pawn Brokers

Pest Control

Plastering

Pet Services

Pallets

Maths Tuition

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Plumbers

Painting
& Decorating

A LEVEL MATHS.   
Private Tuition by experienced and
respected teacher with a proven
track record. Contact Ken on
07977 049007

Home Maintenance

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com
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Directory & What’s On

TV & Aerials

Situations VacantPodiatry Taxis

Sport

Shed Repairs

Therapies

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Plumbers

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Printing

Situations Vacant

Stair Repairs
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Directory & What’s On
Waste DisposalWaste Disposal

Venue Hire

Window Cleaners

Website Design

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

An advert like this
costs

£16.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Police are appealing for information after discovering a
sophisticated cannabis factory set-up on an industrial estate on
the outskirts of Keynsham.

They seized 40
mature plants
worth more than
£30,000 that
were found
growing in two old
vehicles, a horse
transporter and a
box van, inside a
warehouse unit.
Cannabis-growing equipment, including lights and heaters, was
also seized and the drugs factory was dismantled.
The warehouse was empty when officers carried out a misuse
of drugs warrant on October 18, and so far no-one has been
arrested in connection with the find.
Anyone with information about the cannabis factory is asked to
call Bath police on 101 quoting crime reference number
103948/13.

Keynsham 

Police appeal after cannabis
factory discovered

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Uniforms
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Crews Hole campaigners
come up with alternative
traffic scheme as
petition tops 1,000
Campaigners fighting the controversial plan to close
Crews Hole Road to eastbound traffic in the New Year
have come up with a plan of their own.

Well over 1,000 people have now signed an online petition
which criticises Bristol City Council’s experimental plan to
close Crews Hole Road to eastbound traffic and Beaufort
Road/The Avenue to westbound traffic. They say it will
effectively make everyone use a giant one-way circuit which
will cause headaches for local residents and businesses, as
well as thousands of commuters.

Among the objectors is a police officer who speaks of his
concern about the impact the council's scheme could have
on emergency response times.

The council wants to make the road safer for cyclists and
pedestrians but there has been widespread condemnation of
the scheme as it will mean long detours. Bristol East MP
Kerry McCarthy has written to Mayor George Ferguson,
questioning the city council’s traffic scheme for the Crews
Hole area as she is concerned it is not the “right solution” to
road safety problems.

The campaign group SCHAR (Save Crews Hole Access
Road) set up to fight the council’s plan, which they were
unaware of until they read about it in The Week In last
month, have revealed details of their alternative proposal.
They say they have submitted it to the St George
Neighbourhood Partnership and received a “positive
response”.

The SCHAR campaigners say the proposal is a “win-win”
solution because it will increase safety on the road without
blocking access for locals or increasing emissions. They
liaised with the sustainable transport charity Sustrans to
produce it.

Their scheme – see the map, opposite - aims to increase
safety for pedestrians,
cyclists and motorists using
Crews Hole Road, to
improve and promote the
cycle route which
converges with Crews Hole
Road, and to make
improvements without
limiting access for locals or
increasing vehicle
emissions in the area.
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Kingswood   

Long delay for road repairs
following contractor failure

Rugby 

Keynsham Rugby Club news

Residents of Park Close and Park View will have to wait until
next Spring at the earliest for their road to be resurfaced after a
council contractor failed to complete the job.  The road was due
to be resurfaced after local councillors successfully bid for
funds. Preparatory was carried out in June councillors were told
that the roads would be fully resurfaced later that month or in
July.
However, three months later with the work still to be completed
it emerged the contractor engaged by the council had let them
down. Councillors Gareth Manson, Andy Perkins and Pat
Rooney (Labour, Woodstock) said:
“We were surprised to hear that these roads had not been
resurfaced and have been told that the Council has been ‘let
down’ by a contractor so the job was not completed. We’ve not
been told why another contractor wasn’t found to complete the
work. To make matters worse, we have been told that the type
of resurfacing to be carried out needs to be done in warm
weather which means that residents are now likely to have to
wait until the Spring before their road is properly resurfaced.”
The councillors have said that the contractor needs to be
removed from the Council’s list of approved companies. They
added: “This road needs to be a top priority as soon as the

weather is warm enough and the contractor should not be given
any further work. What this episode underlines is that attempts
to drive down costs because of Government cuts is resulting in
unreliable companies being given contracts and our residents
are suffering because of it.”
It is understood that the particular contractor also failed to
complete other jobs in the area.

Gareth Manson, Andy Perkins and Pat Rooney at the junction of Park
View and Park Close 

The first team travelled to Chosen Hill FP RFC on Saturday
hoping to make it three wins from three but had to settle for a
draw at 17 points apiece.
Before the crowd had fully left the bar Keynsham took the lead
from a try by James Hurrell-Smith, but playing against a strong

wind and up hill, they fell 17-5 behind. On the stroke of half time
they won a penalty and quick thinking and quick feet allowed
scrum half John Pearse to make 40 metres before giving a
scoring pass to centre Jack Weston to score near the posts;
Paul Edson converted to leave Keynsham in a strong position
just 5 points behind at half time. 

They equalised through a debut 1st XV try by second row Luke
Beavan, but despite having most of the possession and territory
thereafter they were unable to take several glaring
opportunities to run out winners. The 2 league points puts them
smack in the middle of the Western Counties (North) Division –
the highest they’ve been for a few years.
Meanwhile the seconds were getting seriously turned over by
Weston-s-Mare seconds at the Crown Field. 36 nil down after
30 minutes  they upped their game and pulled 7 back from a try
by Dan Harvey to leave it at 7-36 at the break. The second half
started with an inspired run from winger Dan Harvey again and
Keynsham enjoyed 12 minutes of pressure, just failing to
convert opportunities to score. The visitors rattled up some
more points thereafter but the K’s never gave up and were
rewarded with a try from centre James Wetton from a quickly
taken tap penalty. Final score 12-69.
The thirds were away to Chew Valley RFC 2nsd and lost 0-27,
which was not really a true reflection on what was an enjoyable,
competitive game. The pack was on top but some missed
tackles and poor defensive alignment caused by inexperience
lead to the score difference being as high as it was. The return
of scrum half John Rigdeway looks promising.
The 4ths were disappointed by the inability of Old Sulians to
raise a second team, resulting in cancellation of the fixture.
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Sudoku Solutions
8 1 5 2 4 6 9 3 7
3 4 9 7 5 1 2 8 6
7 6 2 9 3 8 1 4 5
9 3 8 1 6 5 7 2 4
4 2 6 3 9 7 8 5 1
1 5 7 8 2 4 3 6 9
2 9 4 6 7 3 5 1 8
5 8 3 4 1 9 6 7 2
6 7 1 5 8 2 4 9 3

3 9 1 7 5 8 4 2 6
5 6 4 9 1 2 7 8 3
7 2 8 3 4 6 1 9 5
6 3 5 1 8 4 2 7 9
9 4 2 5 7 3 6 1 8
1 8 7 6 2 9 5 3 4
2 5 3 4 9 1 8 6 7
8 7 6 2 3 5 9 4 1
4 1 9 8 6 7 3 5 2

2 -Hard1-Easy

Tae Kwondo  

Success for Staple Hill club
youngsters

Snooker  

Kurtis wins new format
tournament

Longwell Green U13 Football

Football 

Keynsham Town
snatch a point

Six members from the prestigious Elite Chung Do Kwan Black
Belt Academy in Page Park, Staple Hill, recently led a select 13-

strong UK Chung Do Kwan squad that took top honours in the
recent Southern Area full contact and patterns championships. 
The Staple Hill members, Gabriel and Leo Lee, Jazmine and
Ethan Brice, Taylor Hardwick and Dean Turner, all won medals in
their respective categories to help the UK Chung Do Kwan squad
win third place trophy.

Longwell Green play in Division 2 of the Avon Youth League and are
looking for boys to strengthen the team. If you are interested please
call Alan on 07771 603 965 for more information.

Kurtis Weaver defeated Jago Bidmead 3-2 in a very close final to
win Keynsham Snooker Centre's Sunday open tournament on 20th
October.
In earlier matches he beach Mitchell Hooper, Paul Smart and in the
semi final, Steve Weaver.
Jamie Wilkes defeated Alan Box 2-1 in the final of the plate
tournament.

Keynsham Town came back from 2-0 down on Saturday to
salvage a well-earned point at home to Devizes Town in the
Western League Division One.
Devizes’ first goal came on 20 minutes – a splendid header from
a corner that three defenders on the Keynsham goal line failed
to prevent – and this looked to herald another defeat for the
struggling home side. Just before half-time, matters became
worse as Keynsham gave away a penalty, which was duly
dispatched.
However the second half saw more Keynsham resolve,
although they didn’t look like they had the penetration to mount
a comeback. Then a tactical switch by Steve Cains saw Scott
Brain enter the fray, making a welcome return from a lengthy
injury absence. This allowed Pat Davison to resume his familiar
position up front and Keynsham’s first goal quickly followed in
the 80th minute when he toed in from a goal-mouth scramble. 
Then in the first minute of stoppage time, there was another
melee in the Devizes goal-mouth and this time Seb Spiller made
up for his earlier mistake for the penalty by stabbing the ball
home. 
Next Saturday, Keynsham hope to build on this morale-boosting
point when they visit fellow strugglers Warminster Town for a
crucial Western League Division One fixture (kick-off 3:00 pm.)
In other news, Keynsham Town’s Reserves are undertaking a
Match Day Sponsored Walk to and from their away Somerset
County League game at Saltford on Saturday 9th November.
The objective is to raise much needed funds for the team, with
all money raised going towards team tracksuits and the ongoing
running costs of the team. The team will be walking up
Keynsham High Street around midday and any support you can
give your local team will be greatly appreciated.

Crossword Solution
S M S S A U V A
L E A F L E T D A N C I N G
O N I A D E S U
G R A M M A R E N Q U I R E
A N V N U T W
N A A N B R E A D A W A K E

I U L N E
V I V A L D I M U L C T E D
I I L N E
V A L U E C O U P D E T A T
I L T A P U E
S T A R D O M P R E E M P T
E I O E I L O H
C O N Q U E R S T A T U R E
T Y X A H N R R
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