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More than 50 car park spaces will open to the public from
Monday 28th October with the partial reopening of the
Civic Centre car park.. 
All decks were closed in January as part of the construction
work. At the time the council said it would partly reopen in
September.

Cllr Paul Crossley, leader of B&NES Council, said: "This is
excellent news for the public and Temple Street traders. 
"Bath & North East Somerset Council is making excellent
progress on this project. We are on time, on budget and this
latest development represents the next stage towards

completion in autumn 2014."
Only the ground floor of the car park is being made available.
As previously, the lower level will be for council staff Monday to
Friday, such as social workers and highways inspectors.
According to B&NES Council, this allocation will take pressure
away from car parks, such as Bath Hill East and Ashton Way,
meaning people will be more likely to find a space. On
Saturdays and Sundays, this level will also be available to the
public.
The car park will fully open next autumn when the regeneration
is due to be completed. 

A scaffolder from Downend, who set up a cannabis factory in a
barn, has been jailed for two-and-a-half years. 
Sam Griffiths, 33, from Northcote Road, pleaded guilty to
cannabis production at Bristol Crown Court last week after
police found plants and growing equipment at a farm in
Tytherington. 
They were alerted by the farmer who had received abnormally
high electricity bills for the barn which he was renting out.
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Keynsham 

Civic Centre car park reopens next week

Downend 

Jail for man who set up
cannabis factory in barn
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Keynsham

Costa applies again
for pavement tables
Costa Coffee has submitted a new planning application to place
tables and chairs on the pavement in front of its High Street cafe. 
There are no apparent changes from a previous application which
was refused by Bath & North East Somerset Council’s development
control committee in July. That application was for two tables and
four chairs, enclosed by a fabric screen, to the east side of the shop
entrance. 
However, during the time the application was being considered, and
for several weeks following the refusal, there were actually three
tables and six chairs on the pavement,  with those on the west side
of the entrance severely restricting the pavement width.
When the previous application was heard in July, local councillor
Charles Gerrish accused Costa Coffee franchisee South West
Coffee Ltd of showing contempt for the planning process by acting
before a decision had been reached. It was pointed out that as the
tables were in position at that time, it was possible to see to what
extent the highway was obstructed.
One aspect which did cause concern in the previous application
was the width of the seating area on the pavement. The new
application still indicates that the area would extend just 90cm from
the shop front, a claim which was described by committee member
Brian Organ as “rubbish” when the previous proposal was refused.  
The planning reference is 13/04016/FUL and the deadline for public
comment is 29th October.

The Royal British Legion (Staple Hill branch) will be launching
this year’s Poppy Appeal in the Square this Friday (25th
October). South Gloucestershire Council chairman Cllr Ian
Boulton will get proceedings under way at 3pm.

@theweekineditor

Staple Hill

Poppy Appeal



Planning permission for Cadbury Heath’s flagship new £2m
community and youth building was granted by South
Gloucestershire Council’s development control committee last
week.

The new combined building – designed to replace the old youth
centre and adjacent Old Pavilion community centre – will have
separate entrances for the community and local youngsters.
Before submitting the planning application, residents attended a
series of local consultation events to discuss the plans, which
involve demolishing the existing community centre to make way for
the new combined facility.
Councillors for the Parkwall ward, Nick Barrett and Tony Olpin, who
led the campaign for the new facility, said: “It’s brilliant that we have
reached the stage of securing planning permission for this
landmark new building because we have been campaigning
alongside local MP Chris Skidmore for improved facilities in

Cadbury Heath for many years now.
“Both the existing youth centre and the adjacent Old Pavilion
community centre have done great service to the community over
many years, but both buildings are now in real need of major
investment.
“This flagship new facility will serve the community and local young
people for years to come.”
Building work is due to start by the end of the year with the facility
opening in early 2015. The existing youth centre will remain in use
until the new building is open.
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Longwell Green Eisteddfod 

Cadbury Heath 

Planning permission granted for
flagship community building

Longwell Green Eisteddfod takes place this year between 28th
October and 2nd November. 
The speech and drama competitions will take place on Monday 28th
October at the United Church, Bath Road Longwell Green. 
The piano and instrumental competitions will be at the same venue
on Monday 28th and Tuesday 29th October.  The vocal competition
will be at the United Church on Thursday 31st October.  
The dance competition will run from Monday 28th October to
Saturday 2nd November and will take place at Longwell Green
Community Centre.  
Audience admission charges are £1.50 per adult for a single day
ticket with a child or senior citizen’s ticket costing £1. The admission
charge for the whole week is £4 per adult and children under 8 will
have free admission.  
Light refreshments will be available daily at the community centre.
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Keynsham could become a
‘Walkers are Welcome’ town
An action group has been set up to pilot a
project to have Keynsham accredited as a
‘Walkers are Welcome' town. 

But the key to any success must come first
from local residents voting to say they want it. 

The Walkers are Welcome network is a
nationwide initiative, launched in 2007 to
encourage towns and villages to be
welcoming to walkers. The network has
expanded rapidly and there are now more
than 100 locations across the UK including
Bradford on Avon, Dursley, Wiveliscombe,
Dunster and Stroud. 

TV’s Countryfile presenter Julia Bradbury is
among the network’s high profile supporters.

The aim is to attract
more sustainable
forms of inbound
tourism and benefit
local shops, pubs or
restaurants from
increased numbers of
visitors discovering
the location on foot.

Stage one of the process is for a minimum of
five per cent of the local population to declare
they want to be part of the Walkers are
Welcome network. Several local businesses,
as well as the town council offices, now stock
forms and the initial target is to reach 800
signatories. Among them are Church’s
Newsagents, Pomegranate Restaurant,
Perfect Fit, Simply Carpets, Neals Fine Foods,
Cafe Creme and Wild About Flowers. 

You can find out more about the project from
the town council or visit
www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk

Keynsham 

Can you
help
KOPS?
Age UK B&NES is keen to
find people who are
interested in helping run
KOPS - Keynsham Older
People’s Social Group.
The group meets on the
first Tuesday of every
month at Community@67
in Queens Road and the
charity would like to hear
from people who could
offer a few hours to help
organise the group, find
speakers, plan outings
and more. 
If you’d like to find out
more about getting
involved contact Paula
Smith on 01225 484510,
email admin@ageuk
banes.co.uk, or visit
www.ageukbanes.co.uk

Juliet Bradbury
©Walkers are Welcome
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Two out of three
strikes cancelled
Last Thursday’s strike by council workers in South
Gloucestershire over wage cuts was suspended pending an
offer from the council to settle the dispute.
Library assistants, care workers, staff at the Vinney Green
secure unit and civic enforcement officers have already taken
strike action three times in recent weeks in protest at the
council’s decision to change the policies governing
enhancements and allowances that some staff receive on top of
their basic salaries for routine Saturday and overnight working.
Unison says that as a result many already low-paid workers are
losing up to 10% of their pay and some substantially more,
depending on the hours they work. The council has said that the
changes are part of efficiency savings.
The offer was due to be considered by Unison members this
week.
Saturday’s five-hour strike by Avon firefighters was also called
off after progress in talks over pensions.
Meanwhile many schools across South Gloucestershire, Bath &
North East Somerset and Bristol were shut or partly closed last
Thursday because of industrial action by the NUT and NASUWT
teaching unions, with some members attending a rally in Bristol.
South Gloucestershire secondary schools that closed for the
day included Downend and Mangotsfield, and the New Horizons
Learning Centre in Kingswood.
There was limited closure of The Sir Bernard Lovell School at
Oldland Common, the Grange at Warmley, and King’s Oak and
John Cabot Academy in Kingswood.
Primary schools including Redfield Edge Primary School and
Hanham Abbots Junior School were shut, while Beacon Rise,
Cadbury Heath Primary, Christchurch CEVC Infant at Downend,
Longwell Green Primary, St Stephen's CEVC Junior School at
Soundwell, Staple Hill Primary, The Tynings at Staple Hill and
The Meadows at Bitton were among those partly open.
In B&NES Wellsway School was closed to Years 7 to 11.
Farmborough, Saltford and St Keyna schools were closed, while
Castle Primary and Chandag Infant and Junior schools were
partly open.
St Brendan’s Sixth Form College at Brislington also closed.



The Week in • Thursday 24th October 2013 9

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

5 1 4 3
7 9 5

6 2 4 9
7 3 2

7 8 6 2 9
9 1 7 8 5

4 9 1
2 8
3 4 2

7
1 9 6

6 8 5
3

8 5 4 7
3 6 4
7 1 9 5

6 5 9
4 1 8

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND 
Sunday 27th October

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Letters
Chris Skidmore 
Dear Stephen,
I think it is fair to say, that whatever your
readers' political affiliation, Chris
Skidmore has served his constituents
well since he was elected to represent
Kingswood. 
His commitment to local issues cannot
be questioned, constantly raising issues
in Parliament. His campaign for a
change in the law following the tragic
deaths of Ross and Claire Simons is to
be commended. His stand locally to
save our pubs and his jobs fairs are two
areas he can take pride in. 
I stress the plus side of Mr Skidmore
because, unfortunately,  it can all count
for nothing when one utters such an
insensitive, crass remark as did Mr
Skidmore while addressing a fringe
meeting in Manchester. 
To say the impact of Government cuts
had not left people "lying dead in the
streets" defies belief. Whether Mr
Skidmore believes this to be true or not,
and apparently said after a fair
consumption of alcohol, does not excuse
his remark. Many an MP's career has
gone to the wall after opening their
mouths before engaging their brain, so
Mr Skidmore will have a lot of grovelling
and apologising to do to convince us he

does not hold these views.
One cannot argue with the letter from
Kingwood's Woodstock ward Labour
councillor Andy Perkins (issue 291). This
is not Mr Perkins out to score points, but
stating what many people must have felt
upon reading Mr Skidmore's remark.
2015 will tell us just how forgiving the
public are. If it means keeping the
Conservatives in power, then for some,
his remark will be long forgotten. I
wonder, God forbid, how many people
faced with rising fuel, food and day-to-
day living bills, may not see it through
this winter? What price such a remark
then?
John Howlett, Keynsham

Crews Hole Road one-way
proposal 
Dear Sir,
It is not a bad thing to promote cycling
and health but, if we live somewhere, we
expect to be able to travel to and from
our homes in the simplest manner of our
choice. Troopers Hill Road is often icy
and impassable in the winter - if we are
barred from eastbound travel to where
we live on Crews Hole Road, how are we
supposed to get home?
The scheme is a totally unworkable one
for residents and no amount of “much
support” for the scheme from those who
don’t live there will change that.
If people are travelling to work, they are
paying taxes, they are spending money

and helping the economy.
The Mayor has been quoted as saying
that we should all live near our work.
Shall we all attempt to crowd into Clifton
and the centre of Bristol? And can we
afford to?
In Crews Hole Road, there is no public
transport.  And, in Bristol overall, the
provision is expensive and unreliable. It
is not practical for everyone to cycle - the
elderly, the disabled, parents with
children. Babies on the back of bicycles
are not unheard of, but they are not a
common sight either.
And whilst it is also not always practical
to take public transport, in many cases, if
the infrastructure and the provision were
there in a manner that was affordable
and that worked, many would opt for it in
the same manner that they do in London
and environs.
There is an argument that, if people
were forced out of their cars, then happy
public transport provision would follow
and solve all Bristol's problems. But we
see no move towards this provision; we
see only the millions of investment for
the Cycling City and an icy path in the
winter for us.
The question still remains: if this scheme
goes ahead, how do they expect us to
get home?
Carmen Locke
Resident, Crews Hole Road
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Letters
Jobs Fair
Dear Stephen,
I wanted to let readers personally know
that I will be holding my next Kingswood
Jobs Fair on Friday 1st November from
10am to noon at Mangotsfield School. 
This is the sixth Jobs Fair that I have
organised as local MP, having had them
across my constituency in Longwell Green,
Hanham, Kingswood, Cadbury Heath and
Emersons Green. 
The Jobs Fairs have been a great success
in finding local people work and over this
past year I’ve had the great privilege of
meeting people in work who gained their
jobs as a result of the Jobs Fairs. Having
previously run the Kingswood Jobs Club,
which I set up, I have been determined to
get as many local people back into work as
possible. 
The number of people in the Kingswood
area getting back into employment is rising
and it is great that this is happening. But I
am determined to do all I can personally. 
At the next Jobs Fair there will be plenty of
local companies and local jobs vacancies -
no company is able to come along unless
they are looking for vacancies to fill. I would
encourage all local people looking for work
to come along on 1st November and if you
would like any more details about the
companies attending, please ring my office
on 0117 908 1524 or email me at
chris@chrisskidmore.com
Best wishes,
Chris Skidmore MP

Keynsham regeneration
Dear Sir,
I enjoy reading your paper. Also, it is useful.
With regard to the ‘great project’ in
Keynsham - so far I am impressed by the
contractor’s handling of the massive job.  I
actually like the cheerful, clean, yellow

fencing around the site.
The traffic control both ends is good
considering the position of the site (on a
busy roundabout between three streets). I
love the two enormous cranes. At night, the
biggest one, with a light on it, seems like
moonlight coming into my windows.  It is
lovely to see from here - romantic!
The ever-growing, Meccano-style
structures are interesting but the scale of
the buildings is starting to show now. I think
it is not going to be beautiful. I just hope the
new shops there will be a useful addition to
us in Keynsham. I do not think it is suitable
to put in a charming old country town.  It
will overwhelm all the nice bits of
Keynsham - a dear place to many
inhabitants, full of history and kindly
people.
The people in Temple Street will not see
the hills at all by the time it is all
operational.  I hope those suffering the
inconvenience of the project will see
reduced rates this year.
Regarding the art there, how about St
Keyna holding a clock, helped by the
‘snakes’ of history?
Yours sincerely
Mary Fitter, Keynsham

The importance of
Neighbourhood Watch
Dear Stephen,
On Wednesday last, I attended a meeting
called by the new Hanham and Longwell
Green Neighbourhood Beat Team. Of the
15 or so local Neighbourhood Watches that
were invited, representatives from only four
turned up – in fact there were almost as
many police officers and PCSOs as NHW
volunteers.
This was a great pity, bordering almost on
tragedy, because, in the wake of
consultation with members of the public,
who were asked recently what they
expected of their police service,
neighbourhood policing is currently being
given very high priority by Avon &

Somerset Police, which in turn means that
Neighbourhood Watch also has an even
greater role to play in keeping us all safe
and secure.
It may well be the case that those not in
attendance were unable to do so because
of other commitments, but whatever the
reason, the fact remains that the views of
only a handful of people will, for the
moment at least, influence the activities of
our beat team.
I have said on several occasions in the
past that the Hanham ‘community’, seems
to be paralysed by apathy, until, that is,
something happens which directly affects
its members, for then we see the
emergence of all kinds of protests,
accusations and recriminations, aimed
largely at those who had taken the trouble
to engage with whatever cause it
happened to be.
Far better, surely, that everyone takes just
a little more interest in what is going on
around them so that they can be better
informed before making a judgment or
taking action?
Neighbourhood Watch is one such cause
deserving of more attention by us all. Most
of us have concerns to a greater of lesser
degree about security, safety and crime in
general, and although NHW is no panacea,
it is a fact that where there is effective
communication between the police and
NHW, the crime rates are lower and
detection and conviction rates are
correspondingly higher. 
So I would urge all residents of Hanham
and Longwell Green to support their
Neighbourhood Watch teams and where
none exists to give some thought to
starting one themselves – it isn’t difficult
and the police will be only too willing to
offer whatever help is needed. 
Alternatively anyone wanting further
information is welcome to contact me direct
via our dedicated email address -
tcnwatch@gmail.com. 
Mike Openshaw, Hanham
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MP raises Crews Hole
concerns with Mayor 
Bristol East MP Kerry McCarthy has written to Mayor
George Ferguson, questioning the city council’s traffic
scheme for the Crews Hole area as she is concerned it is
not the “right solution” to road safety problems.
More than 800 people have now signed an online petition which
criticises the experimental plan to close Crews Hole Road to
eastbound traffic and Beaufort Road/The Avenue to westbound
traffic, saying it will effectively make everyone use a giant one-
way circuit and highlighting the problems that will cause to local
residents, businesses and commuters.

And local campaigners
have come up with an
alternative plan of their
own. The initial proposal
has been submitted to the
St George Neighbourhood
Partnership and has
received a positive
response so far. The
campaigners say the
proposal is a “win-win”
solution because it will
increase safety on the

road without blocking access for locals or increasing emissions. 

They have been liaising with sustainable transport charity
Sustrans because the plan includes a special shared space
cycle zone on Conham Road. Details and maps of the
suggested alternative plan will be published for a public
response as soon as they have been completed.

A meeting has been called for Wednesday 6th November at
7pm at the Woodwise Academy in Crews Hole Road so that
people can meet council officials and members to discuss the
city council’s scheme.

Kerry McCarthy said last week: “Whilst I welcome measures to

address road safety issues and excessive speed on Crews
Hole Road and Beaufort Road in St George amongst others, I
am concerned that Bristol City Council’s traffic scheme
proposals are not the right solution, I have therefore asked the
Mayor to clarify a number of points which I have listed below
and I will publish their response as soon as I have received it.”

She has asked George Ferguson a raft of questions, including
what other measures the council has considered implementing,
what were the reasons for selecting this proposal, what the
scheme’s objectives are and how are they are going to be
measured.

She also asks what assessment has been made of the impact
of these proposals on taxi fares, general journey times and
emissions on local residents and motorists who drive to Bristol
via Crews Hole Road.

She has also asked how the council is promoting the
consultation and the public meeting on the 6th and who will be
attending from the council, whether there will be any other
public meetings, and how comments from residents and the
public will be assessed.

Ms McCarthy also asks when the deadline is for submissions
and whether they will be published in full, and finally under what
circumstances the proposals can be rejected or revised and
who the decision maker is.

See the petition at http://www.change.org/en-
GB/petitions/bristol-city-council-stop-crews-hole-road-
permanent-eastbound-closure

The Week In on line
Keep up to date with local news as it happens at

www.theweekin.co.uk
Follow us @theweekineditor

Kerry McCarthy
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Keynsham 

John steps down after 25
years’ service to Scouting
John Aldridge has stepped down as group secretary of the 1st
Keynsham Scout Group after an association lasting 25 years.  
At the recent Annual General Meeting he was presented with a

long service award by
Wansdyke District
Commissioner, Janet
Turner. 
In her speech Mrs Turner
said: “The importance of
n o n - u n i f o r m e d
supporters cannot be
over-stated. They are the
people who work behind
the scenes providing
important help to
warranted leaders. Many
of them can only offer a
short period of time on a

regular basis, but Scouting is flexible enough to find niche roles
for all suitable volunteers.”
Ann Brett also received a long service award at the same
meeting to acknowledge her 20 years’ service to Keynsham
Scouting.

Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26

27 28

Across

Filled with dismay (6)1
Lesbianism (8)5
Of great worth (8)9
Leaves home country to settle in another 
(6)

10

Canadian province (4,6)11
Pig sound (4)12
Financial term for beyond jurisdiction (8)13
Megalithic tomb (6)16
Decayed state of wood (3-3)17
Foul smelling or type of chlorine gas (8)19
Belch (4)21
Discomfort or annoyance (10)22
A warning or proviso (6)25
To dance in freezing conditions (3,5)26
Possible (8)27
One who pays rent (6)28

Down

Fertiliser made from bird excrement (5)2
Dutch Caribbean island (5)3
Smoking material (7)4
Symbol of sovereignty (7)5
Odd colouring for animals especially 
horses (7)

6

Colloquial term for common people (3,6)7
Geographical region of Africa (9)8
Lucky (9)14
Garment that stays up by itself (9)15
Type of old washig machine (4,3)18
Secure locking device (7)19
Person receiving medical treatment (7)20
Exchangeable for goods or payment (5)23
Frequently (5)24

ACROSS
1 Filled with dismay (6)
5 Lesbianism (8)
9 Of great worth (8)
10 Leaves home country to settle in another (6)
11 Canadian province (4,6)
12 Pig sound (4)
13 Financial term for beyond jurisdiction (8)
16 Megalithic tomb (6)
17 Decayed state of wood (3-3)
19 Foul smelling or type of chlorine gas (8)
21 Belch (4)
22 Discomfort or annoyance (10)
25 A warning or proviso (6)
26 To dance in freezing conditions (3,5)
27 Possible (8)
28 One who pays rent (6)

DOWN
2 Fertiliser made from bird excrement (5)
3 Dutch Caribbean island (5)
4 Smoking material (7)
5 Symbol of sovereignty (7)
6 Odd colouring for animals especially horses (7)
7 Colloquial term for common people (3,6)
8 Geographical region of Africa (9)
14 Lucky (9)
15 Garment that stays up by itself (9)
18 Type of old washig machine (4,3)
19 Secure locking device (7)
20 Person receiving medical treatment (7)
23 Exchangeable for goods or payment (5)
24 Frequently (5)

www.Simplysaab.co.uk
e-mail info@simply-saab.com



At a time when a new future for the iconic factory at Somerdale
has been confirmed, a book just released, chronicles the history
of one of the greatest names in chocolate production. 
Fry’s Chocolate Dream - The Rise and Fall of a Chocolate
Empire is John Bradley’s second work about the biggest names
in the chocolate industry. 
A Cadbury employee for 24 years before leaving in 2004, his

first book was a
definitive work on
the Bourneville-
based company.
Now he has turned
his attention to the
older, one-time
rival and then
subsidiary of
Cadbury, J S Fry &
Sons of Bristol.
The journey begins
in 1728 with the
birth of Joseph Fry
and the book
charts the
development of the

family firm through to the last Double Decker chocolate bar to
come off the production line at Somerdale in January 2011.  

Along the way, the story is illustrated with magnificent archive
imagery, including old product wrappers and adverts for the
different brands. At 186 pages, it’s quite a weighty tome, but the
detail is concise and the layout clear, making it a very easy
read.
John Bradley is back in the UK at the moment for the launch of
Fry’s Chocolate Dream and is attending a special film evening
at the Fry Club this weekend.  The event, which will be showing
three very rare films about Somerdale, is already sold out but
the organisers are hoping to hold another similar event in 2014.
In the meantime, if you think the book would make an ideal
Christmas present, readers of The Week In can take advantage
of a special offer. Fry’s Chocolate Dream is on sale at £19.95
but you can receive a 20% discount by ordering it from
www.createspace.com/4386956
Add the book to your cart and then enter the reference
3FHLENVQ in the ‘Apply Discount’ box.
The offer is valid on orders placed up to 15th November.
Alternatively you can purchase copies at the normal price via
Amazon.
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Special offer for readers of The Week In 

New book charts the history of Fry’s

LQ
LQ
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Hanham 

Defibrillator installed
on Hanham Common

What’s in store this half term?

Hanham Abbots Parish Council has installed an Automatic External
Defibrillator (AED) at the pavilion on Hanham Common. 
It follows a donation from Merlin Housing. The device is attached to
the outside wall and visible from Memorial Road and Common
Road. 
Portable AEDs have proved to be effective first response devices
which can greatly improve survival rates following cardiac arrest.
When switched on, they monitor heart rhythm and apply a shock if
necessary.
The defibrillator is in a secure, weatherproof cabinet which is
keypad locked for security. In an emergency, call 999 to obtain the
access code so that it can be taken and used on the patient. 
Users are provided with clear verbal instructions on how to use and
apply the AED. Meanwhile emergency services are sent to the
scene.

Some rare treats have been lined up for heritage enthusiasts in Bath &
North East Somerset during the forthcoming half-term break. 
The What’s in Store? events feature behind-the-scenes looks at aspects
of the area’s rich history, including the Roman Baths’ local history store. 
Held in the St John’s Store, Upper Bristol Road, Bath on Monday 28th
October (11am to 3pm) there will be the chance to marvel at the range
of historical spa equipment and investigate Victorian writing by reading
the original Victorian spa treatment visitor books, as well as leave your
own message for the future.
There is also the chance to see archaeological finds from Combe Down
Stone Mines and Keynsham, including Roman mosaics and Keynsham
Abbey stonework. 
This second What’s in Store? event takes place at the Pixash Lane
Store, next to the recycling centre on Saturday 2nd November, from
11am to 2pm. 
Visit www.bathnes.gov.uk for more information.

Representatives from Merlin Housing, Hanham Abbots Parish Council
and Kings Forest Community Group at the unveiling of the defibrillator
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Keynsham 

Time to nominate
your good citizen

Hanham 

Another evening with
the spirit world

Saltford 

Event for local seniors

Do you know anyone who makes a real difference to people’s lives
in Keynsham? The Keynsham Town Council Good Citizen Awards
acknowledge residents who make a real difference to people’s lives
and positively contribute to the community. 
Nominations are now open for the next awards which will be
announced at the annual town meeting next April.
Further information and nomination forms are available from
Keynsham Town Council, Council, 15-17 Temple Street, and online
at www.keynsham-tc.gov.uk 
The deadline for entries is 31st December.

After a number of successful events at Hanham Community Centre,
Steve Holbrook makes a return next month as part of his latest
countrywide tour. 

As a clairaudient medium, rather than a clairvoyant, Steve, who has
worked successfully for more than 30 years in the UK and on
cruises, says he hears spirits, rather than sees them. 

He will be at the centre on Saturday 9th November. For more
information call 01823 666292 or contact Hanham Community
Centre on 0117 967 4439.

Saltford Parish Council is holding a special senior citizens’ action
event next week called Swing Into Life, Swing Into Action. 
Organised in conjunction with B&NES Council, older people in the
village are invited to Saltford Hall on Tuesday 29th October (2pm-
4pm) where they can find out more about personal safety and
healthy living. 
Representatives from Age UK, Dial-a-Ride, West of England Care
and Repair, B&NES Active Lifestyle team and the local Police
Community Support team will also be present and there will be the
chance to chat and meet new friends over tea and cakes. 
Anyone requiring a lift can call Dial-a-Ride on 01225 395321. If not,
just turn up.



The Keynsham group of Avon Wildlife Trust has organised a
talk, entitled How Hedgehogs can Save the World, by the
renowned hedgehog-loving ecologist and author Hugh Warwick.

It will take place on Friday 8th November at Wellsway School,
Keynsham. A live hedgehog will be in attendance courtesy of
local charity Hedgehog Rescue -www.hedgehogrescue.co.uk. 
Doors open at 7pm for 7.30pm. Tickets are available in advance
from Smith's Jewellers in Keynsham or from Kathy Farrell on
0117 986 9722 (email kathyfarrelluk@yahoo.co.uk) or on the
door, priced £4 for adults, £2 for children.

With Bonfire Night fast approaching, we should not forget that our
pets don't quite understand the history and tradition surrounding
Guy Fawkes. 
These days of course it's not just the 5th - many people will be
having parties this year on the Friday or Saturday. Here are a few
basic tips to help ensure you can enjoy the fireworks, safe in the
knowledge that your pets have been taken care of:

1. Make sure your dog or cat always has somewhere to hide if he
or she wants to and has access to this place at all times. This could
be under furniture or in a cupboard.
2. Walk dogs during daylight hours and keep cats and dogs indoors
when fireworks are likely to be set off. Close windows and curtains
and put on music to mask and muffle the sound of fireworks.
3. If your pet shows any signs of fear try to ignore their behaviour.
Leave them alone unless they are likely to harm themselves. Never
punish or fuss over your pet when it's scared as this will only make
things worse in the long run.
4. Don’t forget small animals. If your pets live outside, partly cover
cages, pens and aviaries with blankets so that one area is well
sound-proofed. Make sure your pet is still able to look out. Provide
lots of extra bedding so they have something to burrow in.
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Don't forget your pets
this Bonfire Night

Hedgehog talk
PETS CORNER     
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Emersons Green NHS Treatment
Centre scores top marks in survey 
Emersons Green NHS Treatment Centre, run by Care UK, has
been given top marks after an inspection by a new body that puts
patients at the heart of the assessment.
The report, published earlier this month, praises the centre, which
offers in- and outpatient surgery to patients across the region, for
its high levels of care and cleanliness.

In January 2012, Prime
Minister David Cameron
called for a new patient-led
inspection of hospitals’
environments and in April the
treatment centre underwent
its first Patient Led
Assessment of Care
Environment (PLACE). 
Mona Vanwyk, Emersons
Green NHS Treatment
Centre’s head of nursing,
said: “The assessors have
access to all areas a patient

would visit. We took them to the wards, to our pre-admission and
recovery unit, outpatients and all other public areas of the centre. 
“They also spoke to patients about the care they receive and their
opinions on hygiene standards.”
The centre scored 100% for cleanliness, 98.4% for its food, 97.2%

for privacy, dignity and wellbeing, and 97.4% for condition,
appearance and maintenance.
Linda Taylor, a member of Emersons Green’s patients’ forum and a
PLACE assessor, said: “We were particularly keen to sample the
centre’s food and to talk to the patients about the care they
received. We tried all the food that was being served in the centre
and then, after lunch, we spoke to the patients about it. The
feedback was very positive, with people describing the food as hot,
nutritious and delicious.
“Our observations and discussions with patients showed that the
staff go above and beyond people’s expectations to make a
patient’s stay here excellent – buying in food requested which was
not on the menu, purchasing newspapers for patients and allowing
food to be eaten at other times than scheduled meal times.”
Pamela Mackie, hospital director, said: “I am very proud of the
team. Each person, whether they are part of a medical,
administration, maintenance or catering team, strives to ensure
each patient has the best possible experience of treatment and
care and I think that is reflected in the assessors’ feedback.
“This initiative reflects the importance of meeting the needs and
expectations of patients and I am delighted that the assessors have
commented so positively. One area mentioned for possible
improvement was signage – we will certainly take that on board and
work with Care UK’s experts on accessibility to ensure we make the
most of the assessors’ valuable feedback.”

We can also take care of all your general 
building needs — structural alterations, 

carpentry, brickwork, fencing and decking

Insurance Work
Free Estimates 

All work Guaranteed

Master Bond 
Warranty 
Available

0117 932 5706 • 07770 303807
26 Roseville Avenue, Longwell Green, Bristol BS30 9UD

G D MEEK
YOUR LOCAL ROOFING COMPANY

Domestic And CommercialEst Over 20 Years

• Fibreglass Flat Roof
• The Complete Roofing 

Service
• Tiling & Slating
• Re-Felting & Battering
• uPVC Guttering, Fascias 

& Downpipes
• Chimney & Roof Repairs
• Lead Valley Repairs
• Storm Damage
• Velux Windows 24

 H
OUR 

CALL

OUT
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Food hygiene
shocks revealed on
BBC documentary

Pucklechurch 

Road safety improvements
near primary school

Sixty-six premises in the west of England - including 11 in Bath
& North East Somerset, six in Bristol and two in South
Gloucestershire - have been given a zero rating for their
hygiene. 
The figures were revealed on the BBC documentary Inside Out
last week.
Zero means urgent improvement is necessary. 
Among them is the popular Rupali Tandoori in Two Mile Hill,
Kingswood, which the programme makers highlighted  as it was

actually displaying a five-star rating in its window. That
certificate has since been taken down.
Councils work with the Food Standards Agency (FSA) to score
premises between zero and five. Each hygiene rating is
available to view online at http://ratings.food.gov.uk/ but
businesses are not forced to display their rating on their
premises.
The Rupali in Kingswood, which got its zero rating from the FSA
in July, is rated as four or five-star by many reviewers on the
TripAdvisor website. Comments include: “This is my favourite
Indian restaurant in Bristol.”

People in Pucklechurch are being invited to have their say on
plans to improve road safety near the village primary school. 
Concerns about road safety along Castle Road, especially
during drop off and pick up times, have been raised by some
residents, including parents and staff at the school.
The concerns relate to the speed of vehicles using Castle Road,
which has a 30mph speed limit. There are also worries about
“hazardous” parking around the school gates and the
Westerleigh Road junction that makes visibility and traffic flow
difficult. 
South Gloucestershire Council’s Kings Forest Area Forum has
approved funding for a scheme to implement a 20mph speed
limit and review waiting restrictions in Castle Road.
The plan is to reduce the speed limit along Castle Road,
Lansdown Road and Hill View Road to 20mph and to extend the
‘Keep Clear’ marking on the north side of Castle Road.
All advisory Keep Clear areas in Castle Road will be converted
to double yellow lines, except those by the surgery, which will be
converted to single yellow line (no waiting between 8am and
5pm).
You can find out more about the plans at the Kingswood One
Stop Shop at Kingswood Civic Centre or from Kingswood
Library in the High Street or view them on the council’s website
at www.southglos.gov.uk/consultation
Comments must be in by 8th November. 
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Longwell Green 

Garden of Remembrance
to open near Asda

Kingswood 

Brass band concert

The Lord-Lieutenant of Gloucestershire, Dame Janet Trotter, will
attend the dedication of a Garden of Remembrance near Asda
tomorrow (Friday 25th October).
The garden will be on Payne Green, off Craven Way at Barrs
Court and will be open for anyone to place a cross during the
Poppy Appeal and reflect on those who made sacrifices during
the many conflicts. 
The dedication will take place at 10.30am, coinciding with the
start of this year’s Poppy Collection.
The Rev Steve Briton, padre of the Bitton & Oldland branch of
the Royal British Legion, will dedicate the garden at 10.55am
and then Dame Janet will plant the first cross at 11am. 
The chairman of Oldland Parish Council Cllr Brian Deeley and
the president of the RBL branch Lt Col Ken Gibson will then
plant crosses, followed by other civic representatives and
members of the public.

There is an afternoon of music with the Bristol Veterans Brass
Band on Tuesday 29th October at the Salvation Army Hall 266
Two Mile Hill Rd Kingswood. Entrance is just £1.00  and
includes refreshments. Start time is 2pm and all welcome.
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Building ServicesBuilding Services

Building Services

BUILDING
SOLUTIONS

BRISTOL LTD
• Loft Conversions
• Extensions
• Carpentry
• Bathroom & Kitchens
• Plastering & rendering
• Brickwork & patios

07785 274213
0117 932 5321

www.buildingsolutionsbristol.co.uk

Directory & What’s On
BlindsAsbestos Removal

Appliance Repairs Secure Storage
Take your vehicle to a safe place

Motorhomes
Caravans

Classic Cars
Undercover & Outside hardstanding

with CCTV Monitoring & Warden
Controlled Access

KEYNSHAM, BRISTOL

07789 528 540
call today for more information

G D MEEK
Your local builder
Structural alterations
Property maintenance
Partitions
Carpentry
Insurance work
Garden walls

T: 0117 932 5706
M: 07770 303807

Carpentry

Caravans

Blinds

Animal Feeds
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Directory & What’s On
Carpet Cleaning Car Services

Car Services

Computers / IT

Driveways

Dance Lessons

Damp Proofing

Carpet Fitters

Driving Lessons

Chimney Sweep

Chimney Sweep

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On

Furniture Makers

For Sale Garden Equipment

Garden ServicesGarden Services

Garden Services

Home Maintenance

Events

Events

HOME MAINTENANCE
SOLUTIONS

• Floors sanded, repaired
and varnished 

• Plastering • Wallpapering 
• Int/ext painting • Tiling • •

Carpentry
Friendly experienced

craftsman eco-friendly
materials

Also Gardening, Garden
Decking and Fencing

Tel: Pete on 01225 400137
m 07792 883584

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Electrical
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Directory & What’s On
Joinery

Logs

Man with a Van

Painting
& Decorating

Pawn Brokers

Pest Control

Plastering

Pallets

C P WHITTLE Fully qualified.
Interior and exterior
decoration. References if
required. Call 07760 324900
or 0117 967 8845 

Plumbers

PhysiotherapyPainting
& Decorating

Musical 

PIANO LESSONS IN
KEYNSHAM.   
Beginners – Advanced.  Ages 6+.
Contact Anne on 07963 935827.
annedavy25@yahoo.com

Mobility
Services

An advert like this
costs

£16.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks
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Directory & What’s On

Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant

Podiatry

Taxis

Shed Repairs

Sweets & Treats

Therapies

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

PlumbersPlumbers

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Sewing Lessons
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Directory & What’s On
Waste DisposalWaste DisposalTV & Aerials

Venue Hire

Window Cleaners

Website Design

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

An advert like this
costs

£16.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Jack Vaughan, from the King’s Oak Academy in Kingswood,
has been spending his free time volunteering with the Bristol

group of Tools for Self
Reliance, based at
Kingswood Heritage
Museum at Warmley. 
The charity collects old
tools and sewing
machines, refurbishes
them and transports
them to partners in
Africa, who train local
people and distribute
the kits.
Jack has been helping
with all aspects of
TFSR’s work, from
collecting the tools and
helping to sort them, all

the way through to fully refurbishing a Singer sewing machine,
with a little help from the group’s sewing machine refurbisher,
Mervyn Bishop.

Jack said: “It’s been fun. I’ve really enjoyed the days with ‘Tools’
because I love mixing with the older generation and hearing
their stories of their lives. I really enjoyed the tasks, especially
working with Mervyn to refurbish the sewing machine.”
Mervyn said: “It’s been a pleasure to work with Jack. He’s
diligent and hardworking, and we hope this summer stint will
turn into something a little more regular in future years.”
The sewing machines which Jack has helped refurbish will be
included in a shipment to Africa which should be completed
over the winter.
Mervyn said: “The sewing machines, together with appropriate
training for their use, will go to people in poor communities who
want to earn a living to support themselves and their families.”
Each tailor’s kit also includes a box of haberdashery, tape
measures, needles, buttons, zips, material lengths, wool, and
reels of sewing cotton, which are always in demand.
If you have any sewing machines, haberdashery or workshop
tools to donate for the kits contact Rod Stone, the Bristol group
secretary, on 0117 937 3102, who can arrange to have them
collected.

Kingswood 

Jack of all trades

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381
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Cadbury Heath 

Takeaway appeals
opening hours

Keynsham Mencap quiz
night raises £1,666

A controversial takeaway business in Heath Rise has now lodged
an appeal against the refusal by South Gloucestershire Council to
let it stay open later. 
Despite residents and local councillors fighting against the former
launderette becoming First Choice Takeaway, a change of use
was granted last year.  
Then earlier this year the owners twice asked to extend the
opening hours until 1am at weekends and midnight during the
week. After objections from residents and councillors, the request
was rejected Council by planners. 
“I have never known a business which wants to thrive, work so
hard against its neighbours,” said Cadbury Heath councillor Martin
Farmer. 
“Residents are already disturbed by the extra noise and waste the
kebab shop brings to the area. Closing at 1am will mean additional
disturbance from the shop well into the early hours of the morning.  
“Noise, together with the additional litter that needs to be cleared
every morning, will make life unbearable for neighbours, with
additional refuse costs on the already over-stretched taxpayer.”
He added: “If the Planning Inspector grants the additional opening
time, I dread what will happen next.  We may then see deliveries
made from the kebab shop with cars and motor bikes going in and
out throughout the night and morning.”

The annual Keynsham Mencap quiz night took place on 4th October
at Saltford Hall. The event was a total sell-out with 25 teams
competing in a variety of question rounds. 
The event was once again sponsored by local independent estate
agents Eveleighs.

The winning team (pictured above) from Saltford School comprised
Liz James, Kate Vaughn and Jane, Alan and Charlotte Kidd. The
runners-up were the Lucas family. 
The evening was great fun and raised £1,666 for the charity. Lisa
O’Brien, chair of Keynsham & Mencap Society, said: “Thank you to
everyone who supported the event, either by attending, helping
behind the scenes or donating the raffle prizes. A big thank you to
Eveleighs for sponsoring the event again this year.”
For more information about opportunities offered by Keynsham
Mencap email Laura@keynshammencap.org.uk
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Kingswood
Eisteddfod

Staple Hill 

91-year-old man burgled

Reduce your speed
- it's clear enough!!

The next Kingswood Eisteddfod will be held at Hanham
Community Centre from 17th -22nd February  2014.  
The event encompasses dance, speech and drama, piano and
vocal. Each section has various age groups for children and
there is an adult section for the over-18s. 
Applications and information on the Eisteddfod can be found at
Hanham Community Centre, local libraries and at
www.kingswoodeisteddfod.org 
The closing date for entries in the dance section is 31st October
2013. For all the other sections the closing date is 30th
November and fees must be sent with your entry form.

Police are appealing for information after two men burgled the
home of a 91-year-old man in Park Road just before 10pm last
Monday (14th October).
They told him that there had been a burglary nearby and that
they were checking other properties. While one of them kept him
occupied, the other searched his bedroom and stole around
£150 from a wallet. 
Both men are described as white, aged about 30 and of medium
build. One was 5ft 10in and wearing a grey hat with earflaps and
a knee-length coat. The other was 5ft 8in.
Police would like anyone who saw the men, or who saw anyone
or anything suspicious in the area at the time, to call them on
101.

As we have reported in previous issues,  reduced speed limits
are being applied to several of our local streets with new signs
and road markings springing up, seemingly overnight. It seems

in Manor Road, Keynsham you still have the choice.  Local
resident Andy Wait sent us this picture and claims the scene has
been like this for 3 weeks now.
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Kingswood 

MP calls on council
to tidy up war graves
at Holy Trinity Church

Kingswood  

Bowls club raises £800
for Alzheimer's Society

Hanham  
Surgeries’ triage appointment
system trial proves a success

With Remembrance Day approaching, Kingswood MP Chris
Skidmore has written to South Gloucestershire Council asking
for war graves at Kingswood Holy Trinity Church to be tidied up. 
Three years ago, he and the Kingswood & Hanham branch of
the Royal British Legion succeeded in having the grave sites
cleared and Mr Skidmore says the council agreed to maintain
them. 

Now, after being contacted by several concerned residents
about the condition of the graves, the MP has contacted the
council again, and also raised concerns he has received about
the memorial stone at Holy Trinity Church. 
In his letter he says: “My residents are concerned that the
headstones are very dirty and they would like the council to
consider cleaning them and clearing the land. In addition, they
feel that the memorial stone has been left to deteriorate, and
they would appreciate it being included in the council’s regular
maintenance with the war graves.”

Following another very successful and enjoyable season,
Kingswood Park Veterans' Bowls Club held their annual
presentation of trophies at a lunch at Hanham Community Centre
last week.  

During the proceedings president Bill Gregory presented a cheque
for £800 to Rachael Sweet, from the Alzheimer’s Society, which had
been raised by members from a variety of events held throughout
the season. 

After an extensive and successful trial, Hanham Health is
introducing ‘telephone triage’ on a permanent basis.
Under the system, patients who wish to book an urgent appointment
will be guaranteed a call-back by a doctor or nurse practitioner to
discuss their symptoms. 
Depending on their assessment, the clinicians will either book the
patient an appointment for later that day, reserve them a routine
appointment for a later date, or give them detailed medical advice
over the phone. 
“Feedback from patients during the trial was very positive, and the
system has allowed the practice to make sure its same-day
appointments are utilised to the best effect,” said a spokesman.
Hanham Health, which has surgeries in Whittucks Road, Hanham
and High Street, Oldland Common, is the biggest practice in South
Gloucestershire in terms of patient numbers, serving more than
20,000 people. It also provides medical services to services
personnel at MoD at Abbey Wood and three local prisons.
Telephone access has been difficult over recent years, particularly
at peak periods or during busy vaccination campaigns. The volume
of demand has also been increasing and in response to these
pressures, the practice has recently increased the capacity of its
telephone system, introduced a health professionals’ line (to reduce
pressure on the switchboard), opened Hanham Surgery on selected
Saturday mornings and developed an internet booking facility. 
Other innovations have been introduced over the past 12 months in
response to patients’ requests. For example, patients can now book
routine appointments four weeks in advance, a major improvement
on the two-week advance booking system which had operated for
many years. 
If you are a patient and have ideas on improvements which the
practice could make, you are invited to get in touch via the link on
Hanham Health website – www.hanhamhealth.co.uk

Crossword Solution
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Sudoku Solutions
8 9 5 1 6 4 3 2 7
1 7 3 2 9 5 6 4 8
6 2 4 7 3 8 5 1 9
4 5 1 8 7 3 9 6 2
7 8 6 5 2 9 4 3 1
9 3 2 4 1 6 7 8 5
5 4 9 6 8 2 1 7 3
2 6 7 3 5 1 8 9 4
3 1 8 9 4 7 2 5 6
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9 8 6 5 2 4 7 1 3
2 3 7 9 6 1 5 8 4
3 7 1 4 9 6 2 5 8
6 5 8 7 3 2 1 4 9
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2 -Hard1-Easy

Football  

Keynsham Town still
searching for first league win

Keynsham Junior Badminton Club

Snooker  

New format for Sunday
tournaments 
Keynsham Snooker Centre has introduced a new format for its
popular Sunday open handicap events. 
From last weekend there are now two competitions - a best of
five frames knockout and best of three frames plate competition
for first round losers. 
The entry fee is £10 and the prize money will vary according to
the number of entrants. Doors open at 10am and matches start
at 10.30am.  Junior snooker and pool competitions continue on
Saturdays. For more details call 0117 986 1375.

Badminton 

New season under
way for Chew Park

Cycling 

Bethany Taylor's on
track for a busy winter

Keynsham Town suffered another two league defeats last week to
leave them in a precarious position at the foot of the Western
League Division One table.
On a bitterly cold Tuesday night, when many were watching
England secure passage to Brazil, 40-odd hardy souls witnessed
Keynsham go down 6-1 at home to Calne Town.
The game started slowly until a moment of controversy in the 8th
minute when Calne took the lead while Keynsham keeper Matt
Dunk was lying injured following a collision with a Calne player. 
With Dunk clearly suffering from his injury, the visitors took full
advantage to lead 5-1 at half time. 
Despite a far more spirited performance by Keynsham in the
second half, Calne still came away with the points and a 6-1
victory.
On Saturday, Keynsham travelled to Welton Rovers, who had
already enjoyed a 5-0 victory at the AJN Stadium earlier this
season. Things didn't look promising when the home winger
scored a superb goal after just 11 minutes. However, Keynsham
responded and took the game to Welton before conceding a
second goal just on half time.
The second half proved similar to Tuesday's game with a more
robust performance and while Welton blazed a penalty over the
bar on 60 minutes, they grabbed a third goal just before the end.
Next Saturday, Devizes Town are the visitors to the AJN Stadium
for a Western League Division One fixture (kick-off 3pm.)

Four weeks into the first term of the 2013-2014 season and the club
reports that sessions are going very well. 
Numbers continue to be high but there is space for new members. 
The club caters for a wide age range, from nine up to 18, on
Saturday mornings and there is also a girls' only session on Friday
evenings. For more information visit www.keynshamjbc.org.uk/
The club is entering two teams in the local league once again, U15
& U18. The U15 team kick off first, playing Beaufort away at
Kingsdown Sports Centre on Sunday 17th November when they will
be looking to defend the championship they won comfortably last
year. The crunch match is on Sunday 1 December at Broadlands
School at 2pm when they entertain tough opponents Uphill Junior
Badminton Club from Weston-super-Mare.

Keynsham schoolgirl Bethany Taylor has been selected to compete
at the 2013/14 Revolution series cycling events over the coming
months. Beth, who has recently signed for the Abergavenny ladies
cycling team and has been invited to join the Welsh National cycling
development squad, has received the further honour of being
invited to race at these events alongside a world-class line-up of
Olympic champions.
The first event is this Saturday, 26th October, at the Manchester
Velodrome where she will compete in the future stars category.
During the series Olympic track champions Laura Trott, Jason
Kenny and Ed Clancy will all race, along with current National Road
Race champion and Olympic silver medallist Lizzie Armitstead.
The expanded five-round series includes three Manchester dates
and one in Glasgow before the grand final in London, a double-
header on Friday 14th and Saturday 15th March.
The races will be shown on ITV4 during the week after each event.

Chew Park Badminton Club's season is up and running, playing
club nights and matches at Keynsham Leisure Centre.  The club is
nearly full except for a couple of spaces for experienced men.  
Both Bristol League Mixed Teams Chew Park 1 and Chew Park 2
have played their first fixtures since promotion last season to
Divisions 2 and 3 respectively. 
The 1st team managed a creditable draw against St Lukes, the 2nd
team losing after it found itself up against a strong Frys 2 side.
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