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Such are the restrictions of a weekly newspaper, by the time
you read this B&NES Council's Development Control
Committee will have considered the application by Taylor
Wimpey to redevelop Somerdale.
The hybrid application is  for full permission to build 157
houses, 113 apartments and the new Fry Club as well as outline
consent for the rest of the scheme.  This includes 430 new
homes, an infant school, care home and local retail centre.

When the planning officer's report was published last week in
anticipation of Wednesday's committee meeting (25th
September) many were shocked to find that the initial plan for a
single access and egress point for the development had been

accepted. When the proposal was first put forward in May,
residents, local councillors and even B&NES Cabinet Member
for Homes and Planning, Tim Ball, made clear that a single
access would not be acceptable under any circumstances, (see
also p21)
The Development Control Committee was due to meet on
Wednesday afternoon.  You can find out more about their
decision by visiting our website www.theweekin.co.uk from
Wednesday evening onwards or follow us on Twitter
@theweekineditor.

Keynsham 

Committee recommended to accept
single access for Somerdale

Seamus Staunton
In Issue 286 we printed a letter from Seamus Staunton regarding
the public art project for Keynsham town centre.  On pages 3 & 4
we also included an article about the scrapping of the project in
which we mistakenly concluded from comments in Seamus' letter
that acknowledging Keynsham's history and heritage was not part
of his brief. Seamus has told us:  "The brief -  although non-
prescriptive thematically - included the requirement that the
artwork should develop from research and exploration of its
context in the town; and that it should be informed by ideas arising
from the community consultation events which included
Keynsham's history and heritage."
We are happy to correct this point.
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A public meeting has been called for Thursday 3rd October to
discuss preserving common land in Siston.
It follows a private application made to the Land Registry over
the summer to register the freehold interest of land around
Webbs Heath in Siston parish.
Some 60 households in the area were sent letters by the Land
Registry, telling them about the bid by Jonathan Tippett
Seymour Williams and his sister Alexandra Graves for the
“manorial waste” land.
Local people wrote to the Registry with concerns about access
to their properties and fears that the land might be developed if
the application to register the freehold interest was approved.
The meeting on the 3rd will be at Siston Village Hall at 7.30pm
and is under the umbrella of the Warmley & Siston Community
Gardens Group. Now that the Warmley Signal Box has been
fully restored and reopened, the group is set to become a wider
community group incorporating a number of projects in the
parish.
Also on the agenda on the 3rd will be plans to create a parish
plan to determine the future of community and how it can
change for the better. 

@theweekineditor

Public meeting to
protect common
land in Siston



The Week in • Thursday 26th September 2013 5

Saltford  

Housing plan called in by
the Secretary of State
A decision on whether up to 99 houses
can be built on Green Belt land off
Manor Road in Saltford will be made
ultimately by Eric Pickles, Minister for
Communities and Local Government. 
The planning application by Crest
Nicholson was refused by B&NES
Council's development control
committee earlier this year but the case
had already been sent to appeal by the
developer on the grounds that the
council had taken too long to make a
decision.
The public inquiry took place at the Fry
Club in Keynsham last month (pictured
right) and the Government appointed
planning inspector was due to have
published his decision by this week. 
But on 18th September the Planning
Inspectorate said that the Secretary of
State considered that he should be the
one to make the final decision.

The inspector will prepare a report and
recommendation, which will be
forwarded to the Secretary of State.
The statement from the Inspectorate
said: “The reason for this direction is that
the appeal involves proposals for
significant development in the Green
Belt.”
The call in is understood to have come
after local MP Jacob Rees-Mogg wrote
to the Minister, expressing the concerns
of local residents should the
development go ahead. In
his letter, Mr Rees-Mogg
said: “The ramifications of
proceeding with this will not
only affect members of the
Saltford community but will
also have an impact upon the
constituency as a whole.
Ultimately, I am worried that
it will set a precedent and

encourage developers to seek to build
on Green Belt land which for North East
Somerset is especially perturbing in the
absence of a Core Strategy. 
“It is my view that the Green Belt ought
to be protected and is one shared
deeply by most constituents.”
There is no indication as yet as to when
the Secretary of State will make the final
decision.
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Keynsham 

Town council
to discuss key
developments
Keynsham Town Council will consider four key developments
likely to affect the town in coming years when it holds a special
meeting on Monday 1st October. Representatives from Barratt
Homes will give an update on proposals following the recent
public exhibition on plans for the K2 West site. This will be prior
to submitting a formal application to build up to 285 homes off
Charlton Road. Related to that project, Police Beat Manager
Lisa Hawtin will also give her views on the proposal to redevelop
the Holmoak Road Play Area.
Moving to the river, Christopher Whitehouse from Next Phase
Development will give an update on proposals to apply for
planning permission for a 300 berth marina at Keynsham and
the River Regeneration Trust will also make a presentation on
the economic development blueprint for the Broadmead
Peninsula.  Both items were first reported in The Week In Issue
285. 
The Council meeting starts at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber,
3rd Floor, Riverside North (entrance between the Citizens
Advice Office and Leisure Centre). Members of the public are
more than welcome.
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Staple Hill 

Bridge safety and
improvement works

National success for
Kelston-based
cheesemakers

People are being invited to have their say on plans to widen
Teewell Hill bridge in Staple Hill.
South Gloucestershire Council says that the railway bridge, built
in the 1840s to carry traffic over what is now the Bristol & Bath
Railway Path, was not
designed to carry the
numbers and size of
vehicles we have today. 
“As a result of this, the
parapet walls and
railings have been
struck by vehicles on
numerous occasions
and received repairs,”
says a council report.
“The existing railings
and parapets are of a substandard design compared to modern
standards, which creates a risk to the public.
“There is also a separate steel pedestrian footbridge alongside
the road bridge. The steel footbridge has come to the end of its
design life and requires costly maintenance. Therefore, the
proposal is to remove the steel footbridge and provide 2.5 metre
wide footways to both sides of the road bridge. 
“The road bridge will also be widened from 5.3 metres into two
3.9 metre lanes. This will provide better visibility and an
improved bend for road users from Teewell Hill to Station Road.”
People have until the end of the month to comment.  If
approved, work will start next March and will involve temporary
closures of the road and the railway path below. Find out more
in the consultation section on South Gloucestershire Council’s
website.

Bath Soft Cheese, based at Park Farm in Kelston, scooped four
prizes at the British Cheese Awards held in Oxfordshire earlier
this month.
The annual awards were established almost 20 years ago to
create a recognised symbol of excellence for all British cheese.
The organic firm’s Bath Blue cheese won gold in the Blue
category, while in the Modern British category, the Wyfe of Bath
Aged cheese won silver. In the Semi-Soft category, the Wyfe of
Bath took bronze, and the Kelston Park cheese won bronze in
the Soft White category.
Bath Soft Cheese products are available to buy at the farm’s
shop in Kelston or online at www.parkfarm.co.uk as well as at
Newton Farm Foods at Newton St Loe and Farrington’s farm
shop at Farrington Gurney, recently voted in The Times’ Top 20
Britain’s Poshest Farm Shops.
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Saltford  

Station public consultation
to take place next month?

Hanham 
Stars of the Red Carpet Party

A public consultation on the possibility of reopening Saltford train
station is likely to begin in October, Bath &North East Somerset
Council has confirmed.
The announcement comes following pressure from Saltford
councillors for the council to state when residents in the village will
be given the chance to give their views on the proposals. 
The idea of holding village-wide consultation on the possibility of
reopening Saltford’s train station was first put forward by the
Francine Haeberling and Mathew Blankley at a public meeting held
last year to discuss the proposals.
The village’s two councillors have said it is important for residents in
Saltford have their say on the proposals at an early stage so that the
council can test the level of support for a reopened train station and
gauge its likely level of usage, as well as address any concerns
residents may have.

A charity fundraising evening for the Breast Cancer Unit Support
Trust (BUST) at Southmead Hospital is being held at Hanham
Community Centre on Friday 11 October at 7pm. 
The Stars of the Red Carpet Party Evening will feature live music
from Simon Cawthorn and the Diagnostics Band, as well as Rockin’
Gerry. 
Tickets cost £15, which includes a buffet supper, and are available
from the community centre or by calling Sue on 07903 047401.
Fancy dress is optional.
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard
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7 6
7 3

1 5 8 9
9 1

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND 

Sunday 29th September

Co-operative Pharmacy, Superstore,
Broadmead Lane, Keynsham
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Letters
Cycle paths
Dear Stephen,
Following your article in The Week In
edition of 19 September, I am pleased to
congratulate Keynsham Town Council
for offering their unanimous support for a
cycle path running alongside the
Keynsham bypass.  
Although appearing a little bizarre of the
council to encourage people to bypass
the town, they recognised the safety
need for such a track as cyclists risk their
lives venturing down the fast and busy
bypass. Following the cycle path, which
runs parallel to the dual carriageway
from Twerton to the Globe, this would be
another significant step in creating a
safe route along the A4 from Bath to
Bristol and would mean a complete path
from Salford right into the centre of
Bristol.
Following a question I asked of the
B&NES Cabinet, I know that they have
appointed Sustrans to conduct a cycle
audit across the region which will include
three public consultation events and a
web-based mapping tool in order to find
out the preferred route of any new cycle
paths.  
It is my hope that through this audit it will
become clear that a cycle path along the

Keynsham bypass would be a popular
and safe choice which may give access
to the recent Government allocation of
£150 million in safer cycle tracks.
Regards,
Andrew Wait

Dear Stephen,
As a regular cyclist, I fully support the
idea of a cycle track along the
Keynsham Bypass and if possible to
make the path from Saltford to The
Globe as dual use (cycles and
pedestrians). However, having cycled
the new path from The Globe to
Newbridge along the dual carriageway,
which should of been a safer route than
the main road, I have serious doubts
about Bath and North East Somerset
Council's ability to mange the
development of cycle tracks.  This newly
tarmacked track is very uneven in places
and already has numerous cracks and
weeds growing through tarmac.  For
cyclists there is a hazard from the
overgrowing brambles and other foliage.
Both the start and finish positions at
either end of the track require moving to
make them safer. These problems, with
good management should never have
occurred, even worse, since they have
been brought to the attention of the
Council, nothing has happened. 
In view of this performance, I suggest
that we should all seek the assurance of

our councillors that this type of "botched
job" will not be repeated on any other
cycle tracks and that those responsible
are called to account.
Reg Williams, Saltford

Photos of Temple Street
Dear Sir,
Years ago, my aunt lived at 4 Prospect
Place, Temple Street, in Keynsham.  Her
name was Mrs Elizabeth Cox.
My niece would like a photo of the rank
of cottages.  Could I please through your
paper, ask if anyone has a copy of the
same. Thank you.
Mrs A Perrett, Oldland Common

If you can help, call The Week In on
0117 986 0381 and we’ll put you in touch

The Week In is independent of any political or
commercial interest.   We aim to produce a
balanced and accurate view of local news and
welcome comments from our readers.  
Normally, we will publish letters in full but
reserve the right to shorten or clarify the
contents or to refuse publication. Please try to
keep letters under 300 words and supply your
full name and address for reasons of
authentication.  Only the name and district
where you live will be reproduced.  Anonymity is
possible under certain circumstances. 

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices no
later than 5.30pm on the Monday of each
week.  E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

Write to us
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Letters
The Green Belt Policy - is
there one?
Dear Editor,
Well, well, well, we have a local MP who
works for some people and not for others!
Just like the council.
The very place where 80 to 100 new
dwellings would not go amiss, that will
hardly affect anyone, a percentage of
which would help ‘up-and- coming’ local
young people of that area to get on the
housing ladder, Mr Rees-Mogg has now
acknowledged how wrong it is to build on
our Green Belt. 
On behalf of the Saltford community he has
got his ‘mates’ in higher authority - Eric
Pickles MP Secretary of State - to conclude
the inquiry and deter the inspector of a
possible determination in accordance with
Government policy, in favour of Crest
Nicholson’s planning application that would
be detrimental towards the wishes of some
of Saltford’s residents.
The statement given in his intervention for
the 80-100 dwellings: “The reason for this
direction is that the appeal involves
proposals for significant development in
the Green Belt.”
He also said in his letter that “the
ramifications of proceeding with this will not
only affect members of the Saltford
community but will also have an impact
upon the constituency as a whole.
Ultimately, I am worried that it will set a
precedent and encourage developers to
seek to build on Green Belt land which for
North East Somerset is especially
perturbing in the absence of a Core
Strategy. It is my view that the Green Belt
ought to be protected and is one shared
deeply by most constituents.”
Has Mr Rees-Mogg conveniently forgotten

how a large majority of Keynsham and the
surrounding area spoke out against 285
dwellings that were recently approved on
appeal by Taylor Wimpey, and of a further
300 dwellings being built on the same site
known as K2, which was also in the Green
Belt at Keynsham, without as much as a
‘wimpey’ (excuse the pun) or sign of
opposition from himself?
His assistance had been specifically
requested by those residents to protect our
Green Belt land at that time, and more
recently to prevent unnecessary health and
safety hazards and excessive
environmental damage from over-
exposure from heavy site traffic, traffic from
up to 300 dwellings and additional traffic
from school runs to an enlarged primary
school, all of which will go through a single
carriageway access/egress to the site.
Therefore, there is NO ‘precedent’ here, as
Mr Rees-Mogg or the Saltford
Environmental Group make out of building
on Green Belt land, as this has already
been established. 
Why didn’t our local MP request the
Secretary of State to intervene on our
behalf in Keynsham to prevent dwellings
being inappropriately built on Green Belt
land that is not suitably accessible and
liable to flood?
All we get from Mr Rees-Mogg is a
statement like: “Many thanks for taking the
trouble of keeping Jacob up to date. I hope
that you receive a satisfactory response.”
But of course, B&NES planning
department do not respond with answers to
our queries, instead they ignore us or
respond with poor inappropriate excuses,
or have been completely devious and non-
transparent in their actions.
If this ‘appeal’ is decided in favour of the
Saltford residents against this development
on a so-called ‘principle’ of not building on
the Green Belt, it will bring planning
procedures, principles and policies into

disrepute. 
A process of a required result by who you
know and influence, and not by the benefit
of localism, to which this will be claimed.
What will then happen to the other large
housing developments in Keynsham on
Green Belt land that are proposed under
B&NES new Core Strategy that a different
Government inspector is presently
presiding over?
If the appeal is dismissed and new housing
refused here, then new developments
proposed within the Green Belt must
therefore be removed from the Core
Strategy leading up to 2026.
Is this being hypocritical? There is no
reason to refuse this appeal other than it
being in the Green Belt, and as the K2
appeal  was also in the Green Belt, and
was approved in favour of the developer,
then there is only one answer to be
consistent, for Saltford’s development. 
G Fear, Keynsham

Welcome Millie Moon
Dear Stephen,
Can I just say how good it is to read a
positive feelgood story for a change. I refer
to the opening of Millie Moon’s
haberdashery (what a lovely good old-
fashioned word) in Temple Street. 
This should provide a much-needed boost
to this rather forgotten street. The
increased footfall this shop will create can
only benefit everyone. The closure of
Fabric Plus left a huge void for many, one
which Millie Moon should have no problem
filling. If it gets half the support of Fabric
Plus then it is destined to do very well
indeed. 
Welcome to Keynsham, I wish you every
success for the future. Where we can, keep
it local, support local.
John Howlett. Keynsham



Keynsham public arts
project
Dear Editor,
I refer to the recent letter by Cllr Tony
Crouch regarding the Keynsham public
arts project and wish to set the record
straight.
Bath & North East Somerset Council has
always been very clear that the key
decisions about this project lie with the
people of Keynsham, not with council
officers or the Cabinet. We have taken
every possible step to support business
representatives, community members, and
the town council to come together and
assisted in the appointment of a specialist
public art project manager. The Public Arts
Advisory Group are local people who, quite
rightly, are driving the project forward with
decisions about what type of art is
selected.      
I welcome the recent announcement from
the Public Arts Advisory Group that they
have listened to the recent consultation
and decided to adopt a single piece of
public art – a freestanding clock with
references to local history and heritage. It
is also good news that the group has made
changes to improve communication links
with Keynsham residents, conduct
meetings with an elected chair, and record
minutes for publication on the Keynsham
Town Council website.
The money provided by the council to
support this project is £112,000 (not
£160,000 as incorrectly stated by Cllr
Crouch). We do not view this as a frippery
– the opportunity for the community to
symbolise this once-in-a-lifetime
regeneration of their town is an important
part of the overall £34 million project.
Keynsham’s DNA must be reflected in the

revitalisation of the town centre as much as
possible. 
Lastly, Cllr Crouch refers to keeping open
public conveniences. In Keynsham, the
toilets in Memorial Park will benefit from
the proposed 15-year, £3.4 million external
contract for maintaining public
conveniences across the area that will see
an improvement in the quality of these
facilities. The toilets in Ashton Way will
close, but only once the new facilities are in
place as part of the town regeneration from
autumn 2014.
Yours sincerely
Councillor Paul Crossley
Leader, Bath & North East Somerset
Council

River Avon Regeneration
Dear Sir,
It’s such a shame that Irene and Maurice
Hanson are dismayed at the plans being
put forward for the “so-called” regeneration
of the Broadmead Peninsula alongside the
River Avon (Issue 286 - 12th September).
Please, Irene & Maurice, come along at
7.30pm on the evening of the 1st October
to the special meeting of the Keynsham
Town Council in the council chamber,
where the River Regeneration Trust will be
giving a presentation of their proposals for
Broadmead Peninsula.
As your elected River Champion and a
long-term river crusader, I would be only
too pleased to discuss your concerns.
Cllr Dave Laming, by email

20 mph speed limits
Dear Sir,
I could have just about stomached the
whole 20mph saga if I hadn't read that a
councillor had been quoted as saying it is
to make the streets safer for people on
bicycles. 
As a regular cyclist I have never
experienced a safer ride in a 20mph zone.

In fact, I have encountered more frustrated
and bizarre behaviour by drivers than
anywhere else. Their driving when they
leave the zone is also far worse as well. All
the close calls I’ve had in the last six
months have been on a section of 20mph
on my way to work!  
Drivers! I didn’t want this, I really didn’t
want this. Especially as any regular cyclist
on a reasonable bike will break 20mph on
the flat and definitely downhill. So thank
you B&NES for adding to my journey times
if I want to stay within the law as a road
user (I take the Highway Code very
seriously!), frustrating the drivers I share a
road with even more - and making a
criminal out of me in my own town if I was
to continue to cycle like a I have been. 
And one last thing, if you really think slow
drivers are safe drivers, then follow one to
a local car park and watch their level of car
control. It is quite frankly horrifying. Slow
driving is not the same as safe, attentive
and skillful driving.
Martin Corfield, by email
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South Gloucestershire competitors did well in the Special
Olympics held in Bath and Bristol recently.  

Entrants Jasiu and Stasiu Kuchcinsky, who are twins, and Kate
Wood were awarded bronze medals for their success at Boccia.
This is a form of bowls which has a specifically marked-out
court.  

Other local sportsmen who train at Kingswood Leisure Centre
are swimmers Adam Osborne, Tom Jeal and Christopher
Yeoman.  All three athletes earned medals - Adam won silver in
the 25m freestyle and silver in the 4x25m relay.  Tom also won
silver in the 4x25m relay, and also silver in the 50m backstroke.
Chris won gold in the 4x25m mixed relay and silver in the 25m
freestyle.

A total of 1,700 athletes came from all over the UK to take part
in the 12 sports included in the Special Olympics and around
7,000 people took part in the opening ceremony at the Royal
Crescent in Bath.

Choices 4 U is an organisation which supports adults with
learning disabilities, enabling them to access community and
leisure opportunities which promote independence and control.
It has been training and supporting athletes at Kingswood
Leisure Centre for four years. 

The organisation was formed when day centres in the locality

closed.  At that time there was an interest by the council and
users alike to form sports community and leisure centred
facilities.  

Choices 4 U also has two other schemes running in South
Gloucestershire - at Yate and Bradley Stoke.  The Kingswood
Choices 4 U opens Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from
9.30am to 4pm and opening times at Yate and Bradley Stoke
are 9.30am to 4pm Tuesdays and Thursdays.

To find out more about Choices 4 U go to
Choices4U@southglos.gov or call 01454 864616.                   

Kingswood

Success for local athletes at Special Olympics

Medalists Jasiu and Stasiu Kuchcinsky (front) with Adam
Osborne and Christopher Yeoman 
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School run parents have come under fire for parking
inconsiderately in Dunster Road where beleaguered
residents are also having problems with disruption
from the K2 development.

Any motorists caught committing parking offences this week ran
the risk of getting a ticket from PCSOs who were being sent to
patrol Dunster Road at drop-off and pick-up times.
Local residents have taken pictures of the bad parking by some
parents who leave their vehicles as near as they can to Castle
Primary School.
They say the situation has got worse since Bath & North East
Somerset Council introduced signs outside the school, advising
no parking between 8am and 8pm on weekdays in marked
zones.
In a letter sent to local councillor Alan Hale, local resident Lisa
Howlett said: “The rules imposed are leading to some seriously
careless parking - up on pavements, blocking driveways,
parking on blind corners. 
“The point of the signs is to protect the children from being run
over, but they are having the opposite effect and there will be
an accident because of them. My husband parked his van
outside our house in the summer holidays and at 4.50pm (so in
both cases outside school opening times) to be given a parking
ticket by a traffic warden for parking near the school. When
have any traffic wardens ever been present in school times to

enforce these rules?
“So, all in all, the residents of Dunster Road are being penalised
for parking outside their own homes, having driveways blocked
and trouble every
day by inconsiderate parking, and the council are doing nothing
about it. Same old story as the council not helping residents in
Dunster Road with regard to the KS2 development and when

Castle School is developed in the future to accommodate the
children living in KS2, there will presumably be more traffic, with
parents dropping their children off and more conflict, danger to
children and no consideration to the residents of Dunster
Road.”
Cllr Hale said: “The photos reflect what sadly happens at
schools in too many areas, inconsiderate parents only
concerned about their own convenience and not concerned
about the overall safety of the children.”
He said there was nothing that the council could do about
obstruction as that was a matter for the police, but has asked
the council’s parking services to send civil enforcement officers
to the site and take “robust enforcement action regarding yellow
lines”.
He has also alerted local beat manager PC Lisa Hawtin to the
problem. She thanked him for sending her “clear evidence” of
parking offences and has asked the school to highlight the
problem with parents.
She said: “These vehicles do appear to belong to parents who
are being selfish.
“I have directed the PCSO patrols to issue tickets at this
location in the morning and afternoons.”

Keynsham 

Police tackle ‘selfish’ school run parents

Drop-in session
Age UK Bath & North East Somerset is holding a drop-in advice
session on Tuesday 1st October at Keynsham Baptist Church Hall
from 10am to noon)
Free confidential information and advice will be available on a range
of topics, including benefit entitlement, pensions, care, housing,
debt, finding local services, and many other issues that affect older
people. For further information call 01225 466135.
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PETS CORNER 

Free neutering offer
Woody, a five-month-old Golden Retriever, beat 46 other canine
contestants to become Best in Show at Compton Dando’s Dog
Show on Saturday 14th September. He also won the ‘Pedigree
Gun Dog Class and the one for Best Puppy.
The show was sponsored by Taylored Pet Care and raised
£1,250 for the Compton Dando Community Association.

Woody is seen here with his proud owner Gill Brown. On the left
of the picture is Roger Taylor. of Taylored Pet Care, and on the
right his partner Jennifer Ball (Photo: Emily Dunford, Water
Reed Photography)

Following the article published in The Week In last month
regarding the number of kittens that Bristol & Wales Cat Rescue

has waiting for good homes, a Bristol charity is offering to cover
neutering costs.
Animal Affairs promotes the neutering of animals to prevent
unwanted litters.
This offer applies to neutering at The Vet surgery at Roman
Farm Way in Hengrove and is
for any kitten rehomed before
31st October and verified by
Bristol & Wales Cat Rescue.

Woody beats all-comers
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Staff at HorseWorld in Whitchurch are urging visitors to take
advantage of an ideal opportunity to talk to local pet care
experts.  
On Saturday 12th October they will have the opportunity to
meet a range of different types of animals, including rabbits,
guinea pigs, dogs and ferrets at the Care for a Pet Day. 
HorseWorld staff will be joined by various small animal

organisations from
around the Bristol and
Bath area. It is the third
time the charity has run
this type of event,
which will provide
members of the public
with a day of fun and
pet education. 

Even more organisations have signed up to attend the event
this time around, including RSPCA Bath Cats and Dogs Home,
Holly Hedge Animal Sanctuary, Mutts with Friends Dog Rescue,
the Pupcake Princess, Husse, Chapel Farm Rehab and Janet
North Healing. 
Visitor Centre assistant yard manager, Vicky Greenslade , said:
“As a charity, we rescue, rehabilitate and rehome horses,
ponies and donkeys in need. We often give advice to people
looking to become a horse owner; however, many of our visitors
are more likely to want to take on a smaller animal. We hope
that people will take advantage of this opportunity to ask the
experts and gain a realistic view on what is involved caring for

this type of animal. It also gives people who are not in a position
to have a pet the opportunity to get up close to these animals.”
For more information about opening times and admission
prices, visit www.horseworld.org.uk or call 01275 540173. Any
local pet charity or organisation who would like to join in on the
day can call 01275 893024.

Small animals make a big
impression at HorseWorld



Public urged to take extra care during
firefighters’ strike

Firefighters were due to go on strike for four hours today
(Wednesday 25th September) in an on-going dispute with the
Government over pensions.
The Fire Brigades’ Union’s walkout was due to begin at midday
– and in the lead-up to the strike there was a warning from Avon
Fire & Rescue Service for people to reduce the risk of fire in

their properties, for
example, by taking
extra care when
cooking, making sure
smoke detectors are
fitted and disposing of
cigarettes safely.
A skeleton service was

due to operate during the stoppage, with cover provided in the
main by firefighters who are not part of the union, working
alongside a small number of auxiliary firefighters who have
received training to provide basic support.
AF&RS said it would prioritise calls to emergencies where there
was a risk to life. Chief Fire Officer Kevin Pearson said: “This is
a national dispute over which Avon Fire Authority has no
control. Although we have contingency arrangements in place,
the reality is we will not be in a position to provide the excellent
emergency response we usually do.”

Industrial action at South Glos Council
over wage cuts

A ballot of nearly 190 South Gloucestershire UNISON members
has resulted in an overwhelming vote to take industrial action
over a “massive reduction in their wages”.
The workers who were balloted included library assistants,
residential care staff at the Vinney Green Secure Unit for
Children at Emersons Green, care assistants and other staff in
the two local authority elderly people's homes, and civic
enforcement officers. 
On 1st October the council plans to introduce new contracts for
staff who have to work weekends, cutting pay rates for
Saturday working by 33%. The council says Saturday should
now be regarded as a "normal working day". In addition there
will also be changes to allowances for working at night. 
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The council has said that the move followed a lengthy review
which included feedback from trade unions, service managers
and staff consultations, and that like all local authorities, it is
facing ”intense financial pressures”.
UNISON argues that for many staff, the cuts will be up to 10% of
their total wages and some will have more to lose, depending on
work patterns.
Huw Williams, South Gloucestershire UNISON branch secretary,
said: “The results of this industrial action ballot show the depth of
anger our members feel at having a massive reduction in their
wages."
UNISON says all these groups earn significantly below national
average earnings and are already facing massive reductions in
real living standards due to having only received a single 1% pay
rise during the last four years.
Dates and details for planned industrial action, and for action
short of strike, will be notified in due course.

Teachers’ strike set to close schools
across B&NES and South Glos

Teachers in South
Gloucestershire, Bath &
North East Somerset and
Bristol will be among those
striking on 17th October.

They will join colleagues from the National Union of Teachers
(NUT) and NASUWT in other parts of the South West, North East,

London and the South East in a protest over pay, pensions and
workloads. Unions say Michael Gove’s failure to acknowledge
teachers’ concerns has forced strike action.
Details of the likely disruption to schools will be revealed nearer
the time.
Andrea Arlidge, head of one of the area’s biggest, Wellsway,
which has some 1,300 pupils, told parents: “I do not know how
this will affect Wellsway yet but I wanted to alert parents/carers to
the possibility of a full or partial school closure on this day.”
Kingswood’s Conservative MP Chris Skidmore tweeted earlier
this month: “Just 22% of NUT members voted for potential
teacher strikes. Should parents of schools that could be affected
not be balloted too?”

More strike action by local
postal workers?

Last Friday (20th September)
the Communication Workers
Union served formal legal notice
to Royal Mail of the intention to
ballot members for strike action. 
The ongoing dispute is over pay,

pensions and the impact of privatisation on job security, terms and
conditions. There has already been industrial action this year at
post offices, including Keynsham High Street and Hanham Road
in Kingswood.
Ballot papers will go out this Friday, 27th September and the
result will be announced on Wednesday 16th October. If there is
a ‘yes’ vote, the earliest strike action could take place would be
23rd October.
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Calls for an overarching transport plan to be developed for
Keynsham have received a boost after Bath & North East
Somerset Council agreed to look into the idea.
At a recent meeting of the Cabinet, Conservative councillors
pressed the council on the need for a transport plan to ensure the
town does not grind to a halt as a number of new developments
get under way.
In response to a question from Keynsham councillor Marie
Longstaff, the authority’s Cabinet Member for Transport Caroline
Roberts, agreed that a transport plan was needed and committed
the council to looking into how such a plan could be brought
forward and the costs involved.
Over the next few years work is due to start on a number of
developments in and around the town, including new housing
developments to the south of the town and the regeneration of the
former Somerdale Cadbury factory.  In addition, work is already
under way on redeveloping the old town hall site, with plans also
being developed to rebuild the neighbouring Riverside office
complex in the town centre.
Reacting to the statement, Cllr Longstaff said: “It will be extremely
important in the years ahead for there to be a properly developed
long-term transport plan for Keynsham as a number of new
developments get under way in and around the town.
“We’re therefore very pleased that the council has agreed to look

into the possibility of creating an overarching transport plan for the
town. Such a transport plan will need to do detailed traffic
modelling to assess what the impact will be of new developments,
both in the town centre and on the edge of the town, and what
new infrastructure will be required as a result.  It should also look
at what public transport improvements could be achieved and at
how to make the town centre more pedestrian-friendly.”

Pedestrianised High Street
At the same Cabinet meeting, fellow Keynsham councillor
Charles Gerrish asked whether the council had considered
running trials of making the High Street either one-way or fully
pedestrianised.  
In her reply, Caroline Roberts, said: “We are currently undertaking
modelling of the proposed developments in Keynsham, including
the impact of the new town hall development, which will allow us
to consider what improvements we can bring forward for the High
Street.  
“Once we have fully understood the impact of these
developments I will ask officers to develop improvements to the
High Street which could include a trial of a one-way system.  I
recognise that a trial of full pedestrianisation would be very
attractive but would need significant traffic management
measures to be successful.”

Council gives hope for
Keynsham Transport Plan

We can also take care of all your general 
building needs — structural alterations, 

carpentry, brickwork, fencing and decking

Insurance Work
Free Estimates 

All work Guaranteed

Master Bond 
Warranty 
Available

0117 932 5706 • 07770 303807
26 Roseville Avenue, Longwell Green, Bristol BS30 9UD

G D MEEK
YOUR LOCAL ROOFING COMPANY

Domestic And CommercialEst Over 20 Years

• Fibreglass Flat Roof
• The Complete Roofing 

Service
• Tiling & Slating
• Re-Felting & Battering
• uPVC Guttering, Fascias 

& Downpipes
• Chimney & Roof Repairs
• Lead Valley Repairs
• Storm Damage
• Velux Windows 24

 H
OUR 

CALL

OUT

www.Simplysaab.co.uk
e-mail info@simply-saab.com



DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Building ServicesBuilding ServicesAnimal Feeds

BUILDING
SOLUTIONS

BRISTOL LTD
• Loft Conversions
• Extensions
• Carpentry
• Bathroom & Kitchens
• Plastering & rendering
• Brickwork & patios

07785 274213
0117 932 5321

www.buildingsolutionsbristol.co.uk

Directory & What’s On

Carer
Affordable

Experienced lady
for personal care.

References available
Just £12ph

Tel : Gill 07729 183535
or John 0117 9601597

Blinds

Appliance Repairs

Secure Storage
Take your vehicle to a safe place

Motorhomes
Caravans

Classic Cars
Undercover & Outside hardstanding

with CCTV Monitoring & Warden
Controlled Access

KEYNSHAM, BRISTOL

07789 528 540
call today for more information

G D MEEK
Your local builder
Structural alterations
Property maintenance
Partitions
Carpentry
Insurance work
Garden walls

T: 0117 932 5706
M: 07770 303807

Carers

Carpentry

Carpet Fitters

Caravans
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Directory & What’s On
Carpet Cleaning

Car Services

Computers / IT

Driving Lessons

Driveways

Dance Lessons

Damp Proofing

Electrical

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£16.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £13.00

8 weeks - £12.00

12 weeks - £11.00

26 weeks - £9.50

52 weeks - £9.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FOR JUST

£3.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£16.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks



24 The Week in •  Thursday 26th September 2013

Directory & What’s On
Furniture Makers

Garden Equipment

Garden Services

Garden ServicesEvents

Fitness

Electrical

Events
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Directory & What’s On
Home Maintenance

HOME MAINTENANCE
SOLUTIONS

• Floors sanded, repaired
and varnished 

• Plastering • Wallpapering 
• Int/ext painting • Tiling • •

Carpentry
Friendly experienced

craftsman eco-friendly
materials

Also Gardening, Garden
Decking and Fencing

Tel: Pete on 01225 400137
m 07792 883584

Joinery

Logs

Hypnotherapy

Man with a Van

Painting
& Decorating

Pawn Brokers Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£16.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £13.00

8 weeks - £12.00

12 weeks - £11.00

26 weeks - £9.50

52 weeks - £9.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FOR JUST

£3.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£16.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

PIANO LESSONS IN
WHITCHURCH.
Beginners to Advanced; also
Theory. Experienced Teacher/
Performer.
Contact Richard on 01275 891423
Richard.1956@blueyonder.co.uk

Musical 

PIANO LESSONS IN
KEYNSHAM.   
Beginners – Advanced.  Ages 6+.
Contact Anne on 07963 935827.
annedavy25@yahoo.com

Mobility
Services
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Directory & What’s On

Situations Vacant

Podiatry

Plumbers

Plumbers

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£16.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £13.00

8 weeks - £12.00

12 weeks - £11.00

26 weeks - £9.50

52 weeks - £9.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FOR JUST

£3.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£16.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks Sewing Lessons

Plastering

PlasteringPersonal Training

Pest Control
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Directory & What’s On

Waste Disposal

TV & Aerials

Situations Vacant Taxis

Therapies

Window Cleaners

Yoga

Website Design

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

Book a series of
adverts and

save even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£16.50 + Vat for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £13.00
8 weeks - £12.00
12 weeks - £11.00
26 weeks - £9.50
52 weeks - £9.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FOR JUST

£3.50 A WEEK
All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along as
all your dates are confirmed

with the order.

Similar discounts also apply to
our larger 7cm boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£16.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Stair Repairs

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

YOGA CLASSES IN
SALTFORD.  Thursdays
19.30h and Fridays 10.00h.
Please see www.yoga-
andrea.com or call Andrea on
07929 520 680.

K R T Tyres
Part worn tyres

13” – 19”
Fitted and
balanced

07770 222 611
0117 986 0868
Brookleaze, Keynsham

BS31 2AL

Tyres
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LQ
LQ

Corston

£20k of rare wine
stolen from house 

2386 Keynsham
Squadron Air Cadets

North East Somerset
MP Jacob Rees-Mogg
attacks Nick Clegg’s
plastic bag taxPolice are today appealing for information

about the theft of 36 cases of rare wine
worth £20,000 from a house at Corston.
The wine taken from the cellar includes two
rare Champagnes not available in this
country and a vintage Bordeaux red.
They also stole a wallet containing some
foreign currency and a credit card and
cheque book.
The burglary was overnight on August 29-
30 but details have only been released
today. Police say the thieves must have
used a vehicle to transport the cases of
wine, and are appealing for anyone who
saw anything suspicious that night to
contact them.

The 5p charge for plastic bags in
England that is to be introduced in
2015 has come under fire from
North East Somerset’s
Conservative MP Jacob Rees-
Mogg, who has branded it “an
absurd little issue”.
Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg
unveiled the plans at the Liberal
Democrat party conference. The charge will only apply to
supermarkets and other large stores, with small corner shops
exempted. The proceeds will go to environmental charities. 
The move will bring England into line with Wales and Northern
Ireland, where a 5p charge has been in force since 2011. Wales
has seen a 76 per cent fall in plastic bag use since the
introduction. A bag tax will begin in Scotland next year.
Mr Rees-Mogg, writing in The Telegraph last week, said: “Nick
Clegg, the Deputy Prime Minister, announced with pride: ‘This is
not a new problem. We’ve waited too long for action. That’s why
I am drawing a line under the issue now’. 
“Apparently these bags ‘can kill animals’ and ‘take hundreds of
years to degrade’. It may be reassuring that a line is being
drawn under these animal-murdering bags, but it is a misuse of
the tax system and shows entirely the wrong attitude to
government.“
Mr Rees-Mogg says supermarkets were good at providing what
consumers wanted, rather than what politicians thought was
good for them, and free plastic bags was a small part of this
convenience.
He concluded: “It is hard to see taxing plastic bags as one of the
great issues of our time that merits the foremost place in our
finest statesmen’s minds. It is an absurd little issue, a picayune
proportion of household waste and a pointless inconvenience in
people’s lives.
“It is the wrong way to use the tax system and a ‘man in
Whitehall knows best’ approach to Government. As it will come
in before the election, perhaps it could be sent to a landfill for
Liberal Democrat policies.”

If you are aged 13 to 17, would like to meet new people, enjoy
aviation, adventure and sports, you are invited to the Air Cadets’
Open Evening at the TA Centre, Ashmead Road, Keynsham, on
Friday 27th September from 7.15 pm to 9.15pm.
For more information visit www.2386atc.com
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Keynsham 

Another weekend at K2
Local charities will no doubt be looking
forward to even more donations from
Taylor Wimpey once they've dealt with
the latest 'breaches of site rules' by
contractors. Picture 1 shows a lorry
parked on double yellow lines at 7.45am
on Friday 20th September.  From its

position it can only be assumed that the
vehicle either arrived in the opposite
direction to the one set out in the
construction management plan or
reversed around the corner from Park
Road.  Pictures 2 and 3 show a lorry
delivering to the Meadows site on

Sunday 22nd September, in
contravention of the construction
management plan and then reversing
out unguided along Park Road. The
police and council have been informed.

1 2 3



Longwell Green Probus Club celebrated its 25th anniversary last
Wednesday at Saltford Golf Club. 
A thriving and vibrant association of retired professionals and
businessmen (hence Pro-bus), the club organises many events
for its members. A special celebration cake baked by member’s
wife Jean Amesbury was cut during the evening.
The club is based at Longwell Green Community Centre and
most members live in Longwell Green, Hanham, Kingswood or
Keynsham although there are a few from further afield.
A coffee morning is held on the first Wednesday of each month
and a lunch on the third one; where there is a fifth Wednesday,
there is an extra coffee morning. 
Partners are invited to some of the lunch meetings and speakers,
covering a wide range of topics, are arranged. The club has a
welfare committee to keep in close touch with members who
experience health problems, and a social and outings committee
to arrange holidays, day trips and social evenings. If you are
newly retired or approaching retirement you can find out more
about the club from secretary Glynn Breddy on 0117 949 0791.
Pictured are the current president, Brian Deeley with three
founder members, Dennis Jones, Dennis Noble and Pip Walter
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First World War
remembered

St Keyna Townswomen's Guild meets on the second Tuesday of
each month in the Fear Hall, Keynsham, between 9.45am and
11.45am. 
The guest speaker on Tuesday 8th October will be Mr R Thomas
who is involved with Avon & Somerset Search & Rescue. 
The friendly group of ladies enjoy interesting speakers and
numerous sub-group outings and activities. New members are
welcome to go along to the meetings.

The 100th anniversary of the start of the First World War will
be marked by many commemorative activities in 2014.
Locally, the Somerset Remembers project has been set up
to gather stories and documents, such as family
photographs and newspaper cuttings, relating to those in
the county whose lives were changed by the conflict. 
When complete, the project will bring together this
information into an online archive for future reference.
Keynsham & Saltford Local History Society is taking part in
the project and would like to hear from anyone in the area,
including the nearby villages, who has family stories or
mementoes from the Great War period.
Brian Vowles, who will be co-ordinating the information for
the society, said that it was important to recognise that the
lives of those at home, as well as those who left to fight,
were transformed by the conflict.  For example, many
women took on roles that had previously been the preserve
of men; agriculture and transport were affected as horses
and motor vehicles were taken to war.  After the war, the
social and economic upheaval continued. It was a time that
changed lives forever. 
If you have any stories or documents that will help the
Somerset Remembers project to pay tribute to the sacrifice
and contribution made by Somerset people during and after
the Great War, please email Brian at  brian-
trish@supanet.com 

Longwell Green  

Probus Club celebrates silver
anniversary

Townswomen's Guild
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Sudoku Solutions
6 4 5 9 8 2 7 3 1
8 1 9 5 3 7 6 4 2
2 3 7 4 6 1 8 5 9
3 9 8 1 4 6 5 2 7
4 7 2 8 5 9 1 6 3
5 6 1 7 2 3 9 8 4
1 8 4 2 7 5 3 9 6
9 2 6 3 1 8 4 7 5
7 5 3 6 9 4 2 1 8

1 5 3 2 7 6 9 8 4
2 4 6 9 5 8 7 1 3
9 8 7 3 1 4 6 5 2
6 9 8 4 3 1 2 7 5
7 1 4 8 2 5 3 6 9
5 3 2 7 6 9 1 4 8
8 2 9 1 4 7 5 3 6
3 6 1 5 8 2 4 9 7
4 7 5 6 9 3 8 2 1

2 -Hard1-Easy

Football 

Keynsham Town are
knocked out of the FA Vase 

Rugby 

First league win
for Keynsham Keynsham Town’s run in the FA Vase came to an abrupt end on

Saturday as they suffered a 3-1 home defeat against fellow Western
League Div 1 side Ashton and Backwell United in the 2nd Qualifying
Round.
Things began well enough for Keynsham, and they took the lead
after only four minutes with a scrappy goal by full-back Connor
Kingdon. However Ashton & Backwell gradually came into the game
and in the 15th minute, Lionel Fear produced a magnificent save to
deny Conor Biggins. However, the away team were soon level,
when an error in the
Keynsham defence on 24
minutes presented an
opportunity to Jack Dicker,
who made no mistake.
The rest of the first half
was an even contest.
Ashton keeper Gary
Clarke pulled off a fine
save from a Rob Sheriton
free-kick, but Keynsham’s
defensive frailties from
earlier in the season soon returned to haunt them, with Oliver
Woolland giving Ashton the lead right on half-time.
Keynsham were forced to reshuffle in the second half when centre-
half Ben Stiff had to be substituted at half-time with a leg injury,
being replaced by full-back Ryan Beak. They started the second
half in pursuit of an equaliser, and Luke Lipinski was particularly
influential in a more forward role than usual. It was Lipinski who
offered the most threat to a resolute Ashton back-line and a fine
break into the penalty area on 50 minutes was only thwarted by a
last-ditch tackle.
However, Ashton made sure of the victory on 64 minutes, when
more slack defending gave Lee Nichols a free header at the far post
and he gave Lionel Fear no chance. Keynsham’s disappointment
was then compounded in the 80th minute, when captain Aaron
Marshall saw red for a professional foul. Although what looked like
a stonewall penalty for Keynsham in the dying minutes was not
given by the referee, Ashton & Backwell deservedly progressed to
the next round.
It’s back to league action for Keynsham on Saturday 28th
September, when Barnstaple Town make the long trip from Devon,
and on Tuesday 1st October Hengrove Athletic visit the AJN
Stadium for a Somerset FA Cup first round tie.

Keynsham recorded their first win of the season in this season's
Western Counties (N), winning 24-16 at Midsomer Norton.  They
went ahead after 9 minutes when Ben Newman fed Joe-Luca
Smith and the fullback crossed from 25 metres out. Gaz Deere
added the conversion. Two tries and a penalty by the home side
wiped that out by half time.
A penalty and a converted Will Byron try put Keynsham back in
front 17-13 but that became 17-16 not long after, and nails were
beginning to be chewed.  Keynsham had the benefit of a lucky
bounce for a 2nd try for Byron, again converted by Deere, to
stretch the gap to 8 points and there it stayed for the last 20
minutes to give Keynsham their first win of the season. 

The seconds came woefully unstuck at the Crown Field against
Bristol Barbarians 1st XV losing 17-30. Individually the players
made their effort, but there was little team cohesion.  Dan
Harvey (2) and Rob Pine scored tries and Matt Fairless kicked
a conversion.

The thirds had a convincing 31-3 win against Oldfield 2’s at
Bath. There were tries for Paul Williams, Callum Fennell, Andy
Griffiths, Lee Tattersall and Damien Cummins with Geoff Green
adding the extra points from his boot. The stand-out players
were 17 year old Calum Fennell and veterans Andy Griffiths and
Lee Tattersall; youth and experience combining well.

The 4ths were grateful for Gary Breckon to stand in when no
referee turned up for their game at home against Barbarians 2’s.
They won 12-7 in a good, close encounter.  Luke Anderson,
playing his first ever rugby match was a revelation, not least for
creating a try and a try saving tackle. 

Joe-Luca Smith in action for Keynsham at Midsomer Norton
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