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Council backtracks
on rent-free cafe offer
Keynsham

B&NES Council has had to retract an
offer for a local business to take on the
two catering concessions in the Civic
Centre redevelopment rent free. At last
month's meeting of the Keynsham
Chamber of Commerce, Duncan Kerr
from the Council spoke to members
about plans for an 80-90 sq ft cafe on
the ground floor of the new Civic Centre
as well as a staff coffee shop on the first
level of the office building. He told
Chamber of Commerce members that
the Council would kit out both facilities
and offer them rent free in the hope that
a local business rather than a national
company would take up the offer.

This week however, it has emerged that
the Council would be contravening
regulations on government aid by doing
so and the units will have to be offered
on a commercial rent basis. A Council
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spokesman told The
Week In: "Unfortunately,
since that meeting (with
the
Chamber
of
Commerce)
we’ve
investigated
the
possibility further and it
appears that due to
State Aid regulation we
are unable to offer either
coffee shop at the
regeneration site free of
rent. However, we are
still seeking expressions of interest prior
to the full marketing of the premises,
which commence in October at the
earliest. If there are any other interested
parties please contact Mike Dawson on
Mike_Dawson@BATHNES.GOV.UK.
The sheer scale of the new Civic Centre
development became apparent for the

first time last week when the steel
framework for the upper floors was
erected. Despite previous assurances
that the Leisure Centre and Snooker
Hall would be accessible at all times, the
road was closed for much of the last two
weeks to allow for deliveries to be
unloaded by crane.
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Residents mobilise
Siston

A fight to protect open land in Siston has begun. About 50 local
people packed into St Anne’s Church Hall at Siston last Thursday
to discuss the future of the land which they consider under threat
after they received letters from the Land Registry telling them that
Jonathan Tippett Seymour Williams and his sister Alexandra Eve
Graves were applying to “register the freehold interest” of
“manorial waste”.

Cllr John Hopes, chairman of Siston Parish Council, who called
the meeting, said the land in question stretched from Webbs
Heath through Goose Green to the lower end of Carsons Road.

Around 60 households in the Siston area were sent letters by the
Land Registry in Gloucester, telling them about the application.
The letters were dated 23rd July and objections had to be made to
the Registry by noon on 13th August, sparking anger locally at the
short notice period in peak holiday time.
And it emerged at the meeting that not all residents had been

The Week in
Publisher
ISSN 2052-9767
Keynsham & Saltford Times Ltd
8 Temple Court, Keynsham, Bristol. BS31 1HA
T: 0117 986 0381 e-mail: admin@theweekin.co.uk
Editorial Director: Stephen Rodgers,
@theweekineditor
Advertising: Jodie Deason, Tracy Broderick
Advertising sales e-mail: sales.theweekin@gmail.com
East Bristol Correspondent: Christine Rogers T: 07818 031328
4

The Week in • Thursday 15 August 2013

to protect Webbs Heath
notified in the first instance and had had to request letters after
learning of the situation from their neighbours. Cllr Hopes told the
meeting that there had been no official notification to Siston
Parish Council either and that he had heard about it after being
notified by concerned residents.
Local people, who were urged by Cllr Hopes to get their
objections in before the deadline, voiced concerns about access
to their properties and the possibility of local land being developed
for housing if the application to register the freehold interest goes
through.

Mr Seymour Williams now lives in Wiltshire, but his family has
been connected with Siston for many years.

Siston, Goose Green and Webbs Heath are on the list of
commons that South Gloucestershire Council maintains.
Siston parish councillor and Siston Lane resident Richard
Bendrey told the meeting that two similar bids to register the
freehold of the land were made some years back but both were
subsequently withdrawn. He said on the first attempt in 2004 he
had sought legal advice and been told that he had “prescribed
access” to his property.

Cllr Hopes, who is 80, said that when he was a child, there were
cattle, ducks and chickens on the open land and it was used for
ball games, including cricket.
He told the meeting that the new Localism Act encouraged the
formation of neighbourhood groups and that the organisation the
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Open Spaces Society helped community groups register open
space as a village green.

There was great interest at the meeting in starting a campaign to
register the land as a village green and people keen to get
involved are asked to call 0117 960 8716.
Only last week, residents in Weston in Bath found out they had
won their campaign, mounted with the support of the Open
Spaces Society, to register ‘The Field Behind Purlewent Drive’ as
a village green. This means that local people have the right to
enjoy the land for informal recreation and it is protected from
development.
The campaign was in response to an unexpected, last-minute
inclusion of the field for housing, in Bath & North East Somerset
Council’s draft core development plan.
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Bellringers honour
former colleagues
Warmley

Six bellringers who all learnt their skill together during the 1950s
were reunited at St Barnabas’ Church last weekend where they
rang a quarter peal.

Mick Lewis, Myra Gibbs (nee Wilkins), Gloria Wiltshire (nee
Newton), Derek Wilkins-Smith, Joe Metcalf and Ian Smith had
to contend with the warm weather and a malfunction in the
ringing chamber’s air conditioning, but completed the task
lasting just over 40 minutes.

They dedicated the quarter peal to other ringers who trained
with them almost 60 years ago but have since passed away Anthony Gibbs, Sandra Lewis, Ken Weeks, the Rev Roger
Newton and Bill Lampard.
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Go-ahead for
farm shop
Saltford

Planning permission has been granted to renovate and extend
buildings at Glenavon Farm on the A4 to create a farm shop and
restaurant.
The project will be run by Bath District Farmers. It is hoped that

some of the restored buildings will house demonstration units
where visitors can watch local produce being made.

The car park will hold 68 vehicles and there had been some
concern expressed locally at the likely effect on traffic on the
busy A4. However, Bath & North East Somerset Council
highways officers determined that access was considered to be
good and the opportunity exists to provide a ghost-island
junction to safely accommodate traffic waiting to turn right into
the site without causing obstruction and delay to existing traffic
flows.
With the site no longer requiring dairy farm use, the rather
unique traffic light system to allow cattle to cross the busy road
will no longer be required and can be removed.

Coffee in the
Conservative Club

Every Thursday morning from 10am-12 noon. Everyone
welcome. Come inside and see for yourself what lies behind
the somewhat forbidding outside!
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MP tries to distance himself
from racist comments
While most MPs were enjoying their summer holidays, the
Member for North East Somerset spent a busy day last
week doing the rounds of local and national broadcast
media trying to distance himself from a far-right political
group. After comments emerged from the Traditional
Britain Group about voluntary repatriation of immigrants, it
subsequently transpired that Jacob Rees-Mogg had been
the guest speaker at the group’s annual dinner in May.

various interviews he has given.

“However, the fact that Jacob had been given advance warning and
chose to ignore it, and also that a quick five minutes’ search on
Google would have told him all he needed to know about this

Mr Rees-Mogg spoke of his shock, on local radio and TV as well
the BBC’s Newsnight, of learning about the views of the Traditional

Britain Group, which called for black Britons,
including the new Labour peer Doreen

Lawrence, mother of the murdered teenager
Stephen Lawrence, to leave the country.

Mr Rees-Mogg said: "I am absolutely

shocked by what I’ve discovered about their
views and I clearly made a boo boo in

addressing a group made up of some nutters and I regret that; it
was a foolish thing to have done.

group, only serve to magnify his complete lack of judgement.

perfectly respectable, harmless group of people but I clearly made

others will come to realise that warnings about groups who hold

a mistake.”

He added: “Twenty-four hours beforehand somebody got in touch

with me and said that they were worried about Traditional Britain
and I put this to Traditional Britain and they assured me they did not

hold the views ascribed to them. They said they were being slurred
and my office made inquiries with (Conservative) Central Office

“This really is a very sad episode, and I only hope that Jacob and
such vile views should not be ignored, even if the groups pass them
off as harmless fun or mild eccentricity.”
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about the group and Central Office knew nothing about them.”

He said it was his fault for not being on Facebook. “If I were

perhaps a little bit more modern and less traditional I wouldn't have
made this mistake.”

The Traditional Britain Group responded by saying that it had been
smeared with selective quotes and comments from its Facebook
page.

It added: “Jacob Rees-Mogg MP very kindly agreed to be our

group’s guest of honour at this year's annual dinner and he made

an excellent speech on a range of issues. Only one person present
asked about immigration levels etc and Mr Rees-Mogg gave an
assimilationist response.”

The group added: “We are naturally disappointed that Mr Rees-

Mogg has been frightened by these media smears and forced to
disassociate himself from perfectly normal conservatives who

actually support him. In the past 20 years, the Conservative Party
have lost two-thirds of their members by abandoning Toryism. We
are not prepared to do that.”
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said: “It was shocking that Jacob Rees-Mogg allowed himself to be
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Lack of judgement

at the next election was critical of the MP’s lack of judgement. He
associated with a group that has such extreme and unpleasant
views. I welcome that Jacob has acknowledged his error in the
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Fake Festival
competition winners

The winner of our family ticket for the Keynsham Fake Festival
on Saturday 24th August is Jo Dennis from Warmley.

Michelle Martin from Keynsham
and Cath Crew from Weston,
Bath also win a pair of
complimentary tickets to see
some of the top tribute bands in
the country including Oasis
(Oasish), U2 (New2) and the
Red Hot Chili Peppers (Really
Hot Chili Peppers).

For
more
details
and
purchasing tickets for the day,
see page 15.

Fundraising
woodland festival

A mini festival will take place in aid of the conservation of Pipley
Wood near Upton Cheyney on August 24 and 25.

The Harvest Moon event will feature live music including a
ceilidh band, a circus cabaret, a hog roast and licensed bar,
guided walks, woodland games and crafts and children's
entertainment.
Camping sites are limited and cost £20. To book, call 01225
461029.

Admission to The Harvest Moon is £10 for adults per day with
children free. Access is via Lansdown.
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Bitton

Huge tree badly
damaged by
arsonists to be felled

A huge cypress tree that was seriously damaged by arsonists in
St Mary's Churchyard in Bitton is to be felled amid concerns that
it could become a danger.
Last September arsonists torched several trees in the
churchyard, believed to have been part of spate of more than 20
similar tree fires that
occurred
over
several
months, in others parts of
South
Gloucestershire
including Kingswood, Staple
Hill,
Cadbury
Heath,
Warmley and Barrs Court.
At first it was hoped that the
damage to the huge conifer
at St Mary's was not too bad
but over the months the
extent of the damage has
become clear.
The tree is covered by a
preservation order but now
South
Gloucestershire
Council has given church
authorities permission for it
to be felled. A replacement
tree will be planted.

Two other smaller charred trees in the middle of the churchyard
have already been chopped down.
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CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
Sunday 18th August

Co-operative Pharmacy, Superstore,
Broadmead Lane, Keynsham
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)
Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)
Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)
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Letters

Traffic-free Bristol

Dear Sir,
I was intrigued and horrified to learn on
page 18 of the 1st August edition of The
Week In, that Bristol has now banned
vehicles from the city centre area on three
Sundays.
There are a number of historic churches in
the area and many of the worshippers
could not come unless they had vehicular
transport. Furthermore, I believe I recall
the Mayor, when he introduced this
brainchild of his, said he hoped it might
later be increased to every Sunday,
similar to the situation he witnessed in
Latin America.
I sincerely hope that exceptions have
been made to allow worshippers to
continue to support their churches and
exercise their constitutional right to
worship. However, I have read nothing in
the press of such exceptions and should
be grateful if you could investigate this
and inform your readers of the real
situation, especially the large number of
older residents who do not have access to
the internet.
Yours sincerely
John Frampton, Keynsham

Lloyds TSB - there is
another way

Dear Sir,
I read with interest Bob Barley’s letter in
Issue No 280 regarding the Lloyds TSB
mix-up. It certainly takes some
understanding. I was advised by the
Keynsham branch that although some
accounts would remain at the Keynsham
branch, my account would not and that I
would have to visit Lloyds Bank in either
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Kingswood, Knowle or Bath.
What a total inconvenience. As a loyal
client of Lloyds Bank for over 55 years, I
feel that they have no loyalty at all for their
clients, and I was advised that I could
always change my account to the TSB. I
have found the perfect solution and have
opened an account with the Halifax. Not
only have they put a £100 opening
incentive into my new account, I also
receive £5 a month interest in the
account. Their ‘switching service’ is easy
and efficient and the bonus is they are
based in Keynsham and open on
Saturday mornings as well.
Yours sincerely
M E Phillips, Saltford

did all my Christmas shopping last year in
Keynsham High Street and in nearly all
the shops. Did he buy an electric bike to
support the latest closure? Did he use the
soft play area with grandchildren, if he has
any? It’s a case of supporting your high
street, not damning it by writing to the
local newspaper, which he seems to have
a lot of time on his hands to do. By the
way, why not let Taylor Wimpey get on
with their work, then it will be over sooner.
Just like us in Temple Street - let the
Centre get on with it.
Let’s support our High Street and stop

The end is nigh!

Dear Sonia/Editor,
How right you are, I commend you and
your views (The Week In 8th August),
which I share and endorse wholeheartedly
as a member of your generation, though
not as advanced in years. Your final
comment - " I dread how but don't care
when" sums the situation up concisely.
I find that society today has the attitude of
not caring, but when you speak about
problems and situations you find that
many of them are in agreement with you.
Why do they not care enough to make a
stand and have their point of view heard?
Politicians and Big Business are the
largest culprits.
Ken Coomes, Saltford

Keynsham High Street

Dear Editor,
How dare Mr John Howlett speak of our
High Street in this manner (Issue 281 - 8th
August). “Full of the wrong kind of
businesses”, he says, that’s why we’re
struggling! The man knows nothing about
how hard it is to survive in a recession. I

moaning in print so much. Come on
residents, support our High Street. If
there’s a business missing that you feel
should be there, perhaps Mr Howlett
would join us and open a shop. He would
soon find out how hard being selfemployed in retail is.
One last comment. We have been trying
hard to have an ambience in the High
Street so people can enjoy the shopping
experience. It’s a shame Costa can’t have
their seats outside. If it’s a health and
safety issue, perhaps highways could look
at the stupid bike rails on the pavement
and get rid of them.
Lyn Young, Chair of Keynsham
Chamber of Commerce
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Letters

Saltford 20mph limit

Dear Stephen,
Alfred Ashton is right to raise doubts about
the value of a general 20mph speed limit
in Saltford. I live in High Street and was
on the parish council that petitioned for
such a limit for High Street. It has been a
complete waste of money. It is both
ignored and unenforced. Where parked
cars do not present a deterrent, often
30mph is exceeded by some cars. There
are some roads in Saltford which would
be much safer if speeds were reduced, I
can think of Montague Road, Claverton
Road West, Grange Road, The Shallows
and even the top end of High Street, and
the answer is chicanes, which physically
reduce the speed of cars. Signs will only
create work for sign makers and road
markers and have no effect on car
speeds. When questioned, a surprisingly
large number of motorists did not realise
we had a 20mph limit in High Street. I urge
all residents who agree to petition B&NES
to solve the speed problem by workable
means.
Reg Williams, Saltford

Bedroom Tax

Dear Stephen,
I read with interest the letter last week
from Derek Hodges concerning the so
called bedroom tax and it is easy to find
yourself agreeing with the somewhat
emotive statements of Mr. Hodges without
maybe knowing the reasons for its
introduction.
If someone is renting in the private sector
and claiming Housing Benefit the level of
benefit will be according to need. In other
words, a couple with one child need two
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bedrooms, and the level of benefit paid
will reflect this. If they chose to rent a
property with extra bedrooms then they
will have to pay the additional rent from
their own resources. The recent change in
legislation is to bring Housing Benefit
levels paid for Social Housing in line with
those being paid in the private sector,
something which to me seems very fair
and reasonable.
In concluding, could I challenge Mr
Hodges on his claim that we are
experiencing the “measured destruction of
our society by rampant privatisation”. As
one of the dictionary definitions of
rampant is “flourishing excessively”
perhaps Mr Hodges would like to specify
where all this privatisation is occurring.
Mike Barrow, Keynsham

Lloyds TSB

Dear Sir,
At the risk of rising to the bait I would like
to share the amusement derived from a
response to my letter of two weeks ago
which serves to prove my point exactly.
John Howlett, last week, is entirely wrong
in his patronising comments about the
LloydsTSB's changes, and is clearly a
victim of precisely the kind of
misinformation I referred to.
Account holders from Keynsham who
have been switched from the LloydsTSB
to the new Lloyds will not have their
accounts held in Keynsham and will have
to travel to Kingswood if they wish to
speak to somebody in "their" bank. None
of these people were ever asked their
opinion about the changes, or offered any
automatic transfers. Their only alternative
is to switch their accounts to the new TSB
- a process which is as confusing as
LloydsTSB's information to account
holders has been.
Here's a Keynsham staff quote about the

process:
"You have to phone this number and say
you want to change to TSB. You will then
receive a letter. Ignore it and throw it
away. You will then get a second letter and
you follow the instructions on it. You have
to do this for every account you have - you
can't do all your accounts in one go."
Clearly Mr Howlett has been talking to the
wrong person.
Anyway, why should I worry? Mr Howlett
has only to discover the true facts for
himself - perhaps by referring to the the
Guardian edition, a few weeks ago, that
carried a lengthy article about LloydsTSB
in Shaftesbury in Dorset where Lloyds
account holders face exactly the same
issue - and will have even further to travel
on sparse rural bus services.
I guess the thing of note is this: If Mr
Howlett can be so misinformed about one
of the points in his letter last week, what is
the worth of his other comments?
B Barley, by e-mail

Write to us

The Week In is independent of any political or
commercial interest.
We aim to produce a
balanced and accurate view of local news and
welcome comments from our readers.
Normally, we will publish letters in full but
reserve the right to shorten or clarify the
contents or to refuse publication. Please try to
keep letters under 300 words and supply your
full name and address for reasons of
authentication. Only the name and district
where you live will be reproduced. Anonymity is
possible under certain circumstances.
Copy can be sent by post or, preferably, email and should arrive at our offices no
later than 5.30pm on the Monday of each
week. E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk
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On the road with Ollie
MOTORING

I may have mentioned in a previous article that I was
anxiously awaiting the postman bringing me news
that to confirm what in reality, I already knew - that
sudden flash while driving last month was not
lightning but one of those cameras which still works!
35mph in a 30mph limit is hardly a hanging offence is
it? Well, as I discovered while on my speed
awareness course a couple of weeks ago, that’s 20%
more than it should be.
In truth, I was happy to accept a place on the course,
rather than points on my licence, but I do believe it has
made me a better driver as a result. These four-hour
courses are run all over the country on behalf of local
police forces and councils and the first myth to dispel is
that they are in any way judgmental. The course focused
on making us more attentive to what is going on while we
are driving and to be more aware of hazards. By default,
it makes you more constantly aware of the present and
constantly varying speed limits on our roads today.
It’s not just driving skills either, but in my case, lifestyle
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changes too. One of the most significant changes I have
made since completing the course is to better plan my
day and travel arrangements so that I don’t actually set

off in a hurry. Sadly, not everybody sees it the same way.
Chatting to the instructor after the course, she told me of
one instance where a driver attended the course, still
clearly believing that his minor speeding infraction did not
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justify having to give up a day’s earnings to attend. After
an hour of clearly failing to accept the situation or
attempting to take on board the useful tips, the instructor
decided to fail him there and then. That meant points and
a fine instead, and worse still, the chap was a taxi driver!

While most fixed penalties for speeding these days are
the result of roadside patrols, as I mentioned earlier, there
are still parts of the South West where fixed cameras are
still operative (although in this article I am not allowed to
publish where!) The fact remains that not all councils
have abolished them so include that in your own
increased awareness of hazards while out and about. I’ll
finish with one anecdote about speed cameras, however.
I heard of one driver in Yorkshire who was flashed quite
close to his own home yet convinced he was well below
the 30mph limit. So he went around the block and
deliberately drove past the camera at 20mph - and still it
flashed. He went home and thought no more about it until
about a week later when two fixed penalty notices
dropped on the doormat - for driving without a seatbelt!
Happy motoring
Ollie
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MOTORING

Longwell Green to host rapid
charging point for electric cars
South Gloucestershire Council is to install its first rapid
charging points for electric cars, including one in Longwell
Green.
It follows a successful joint funding bid, with Bristol and
Gloucestershire councils, to the Government’s Office for
Low Emission Vehicles (OLEV).

and strategic environment committee, Cllr Brian Allinson,
said: “This is very welcome news and supports our ambition
to reduce transport-related carbon emissions in South
Gloucestershire by expanding our network of electric car

The £562,000 award will fund the installation of seven
charging points at locations throughout South
Gloucestershire during the next two years, helping
encourage the uptake of electric cars and reducing the
district’s transport-related carbon emissions.

The award will also fund installation of a further eight points
in Gloucestershire and Bristol as part of a network of rapid
charging points along the M4 and M5 corridors.
Rapid charging points allow motorists to charge their car in
approximately 30 minutes, giving owners of electric vehicles
greater confidence in making longer distance journeys.
Chair of South Gloucestershire’s planning, transportation
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charging points.”

The OLEV grant will contribute 75 per cent of the funding for
the rapid charging points, with the remaining 25 per cent
met by the private sector. The funding arrangements mean
South Gloucestershire will not need to provide any capital
funding for the charging points.

The South Gloucestershire charging points are likely to be
installed at Cribbs Causeway, East Filton Retail Park,
Longwell Green, Aust, the M4 Junction 18 and two other
locations serving major local businesses.
It is anticipated that work will begin on the detailed design
for the points in September, with installation completed by
March 2015.

Road accident
rate falls

One in 20 adults was involved in a road accident in 2012,
according to road safety charity the Institute of Advanced
Motorists.
Information published by the Department for Transport
shows that 5.2% of the population admit to having been
involved in an accident. This means that an incredible 2.4
million Britons were involved in the trauma and stress of a
road crash last year, with around 800,000 actually injured.
The good news is that our roads have never been safer and
the headline death and serious injury figures continue to
fall. In 2010 the same survey found the figure involved in
accidents was almost 6%.
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Keynsham the start point
for major cycling event

Hundreds of cyclists will be setting off from the Fry Club at
Somerdale in Keynsham on Sunday 18th August for a ride
through the Mendips.

Last year saw just under 1,000 riders taking part in the Wiggle
Mendips Sportive and people are encouraged to apply early to
avoid disappointment. Riders will be able to enter on the day if
the event is not sold out.
The cost of taking part is £28 and children can ride for free.
There is a standard route which is 61 miles plus a more
challenging ‘epic’ route that is 91 miles.

Wartime poster
influences High
Street campaign
Hanham

In the spirit of wartime austerity, 'Keep Calm & Support Hanham
High Street' posters have been put up by local traders.
The posters, based on the motivational ‘Keep Calm and Carry
On’ poster created by the British Government during the Second

The ride will take participants through the heart of the Mendip
Hills, passing Chew Valley Lake and Blagdon Lake and taking in
Burrington Combe and Cheddar Gorge.

Cyclists will be setting off from the Fry Club between 7.30am
and 8.45am. Although Wiggle rides are non-competitive events
many people still like to know how well they've done and times
will be calculated.
For more information go to http://www.ukcyclingevents.co.uk/
events/wiggle-mendips-sportive/
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World War, are in the windows of several shops including the
new children's fashion shop Katwalk Kidz, which opened last
month.
Fleurtations, Balloon Fever, John Woods Cycles and Hanham
TV are among other traders sporting the red and white posters.
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Council workers in South Glos
may strike over pay cuts
Workers at South Gloucestershire Council could go on strike in
a row over pay cuts which Unison says could see some of its
members up to £1,600 a year worse off.

Councillors recently voted to press ahead with cuts to pay and
allowances from 1st October
2013, despite Unison arguing the
hardship this would cause for a
range of lower paid staff,
particularly women, who have to
work on Saturdays as part of their normal working week.

The staff affected by the proposals work in libraries, homes for
the elderly, the rapid response home care team, civil
enforcement (parking), community meals, and at the Vinney
Green Secure Unit.

Unison says the main cuts are to Saturday enhancement
payments of time-and-a-half for those whose normal working
week includes a Saturday, or for staff who have worked less
than 37 hours between Monday and Saturday; it is also
proposed to end time-and-a-third payments for hours worked
between 8pm and 6am as part of a normal working week,
unless the hours included a period between midnight and 5am.

have approved proposals for changes to staff enhancements
and allowances. These changes will be implemented from
October 2013.

“The review began in January and forms part of the council’s
wider programme to assess how we are organised and how
services are provided. Like all local authorities, we face intense
financial pressures and it is vital that we make sure that every
pound of funding is spent wisely and effectively.”

Bitton

First ever Fonthill
Show hailed a success

The first ever Flower and Vegetable Show at Fonthill Garden
Centre has been a resounding success and is likely to become
an annual event.

The union says some staff will lose between £700 and £1,600
a year.

An indicative ballot was held among affected members to
gauge the level of support for action. Cherryll West, Unison
branch chair, said that there was a turnout of 65 per cent, of
which 86 per cent voted in favour of strike action or work to rule.
It will now go to a formal ballot.
A spokesman for South Gloucestershire Council said:
“Following a lengthy review which included feedback from trade
unions, service managers and staff consultations, councillors

The show, held on Saturday 10th August, was open to
gardeners of all ages and abilities and was free to enter.

Fonthill Garden Centre vouchers were awarded to the exhibitors
winning first, second and third places and there were also cups
and trophies to be won.
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Have your say about policing at
question-and-answer session
Kingswood

South Gloucestershire residents will
have the chance to quiz two of the top
police chiefs in Avon & Somerset on
Tuesday, 3rd September at Kingswood
Civic Centre.
The public forum will give people living
and working in the district the chance to
meet Police and Crime Commissioner
Sue Mountstevens and new Chief
Constable Nick Gargan.

local policing. These forums provide the
perfect opportunity for me to engage
with the local community and find out
what they think about how their area is
policed. I strongly welcome residents to
come along and share their thoughts."
The session will also include an
overview of policing in South
Gloucestershire by Chief Superintendent Geoff Spicer and people will get the
chance to ask any burning questions.

Chief Constable Nick Gargan said: "I've
met the officers and police staff working
to keep South Gloucestershire safe.
Now I'm eager to hear what local people
think. What's your view on the service
we provide? What do you think our local
policing priorities should be?
Sue Mountstevens said: " I am looking
forward to the opportunity of hearing
directly from residents on their views on

18

"Although the forum is being held in
Kingswood, we want to hear the views of
people
from
across
South
Gloucestershire – whether they live in a

rural hamlet or new-build estate, urban
area or market town. I know not
everyone will be able to come along to
see us in person, but we're more than
happy to take questions in advance and
you'll be able to watch the session
streamed live over the internet."

The forum will be held at the Kingswood
Civic Centre between 7pm and 9pm. To
reserve a seat email pcc@avonand
somerset.pnn.police.uk or call 01275
816377.
You will be able to view the forum on the
day by visiting www.avonandsomersetpcc.gov.uk
People are asked to email questions in
advance to pcc@avonandsomerset.
pnn.police.uk
You can also tweet your questions to
@AandSPCC using the hash tag
#YPCCYV
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Balloon Fiesta record Chernobyl Children
enjoy their stay in Bristol
set at Somerdale
A Bristol Balloon Fiesta
record was set when 74
balloons that had taken
off from Ashton Court that
morning landed in the
field next to the former
Cadbury's factory in
Keynsham. This picture
was taken close to Bitton
Station.
Photo: Heather Ashby

Can you play the
organ or piano?
Whitchurch

Whitchurch United Reformed Church, which is next to
Whitchurch village school on the main Wells Road, needs
someone who could join the rota to play for its Sunday Morning
Services. It has a fairly modern, well maintained, electronic
organ and offers a good rate of pay. If you are interested then
contact Margaret on 07779443435 for more details.
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A group of 18 children from Belarus have just left for home after
spending a month with families in the Bristol area, including
Downend and Oldland Common.
They were the latest party to be welcomed by the Chernobyl
Children’s Life Line, a charity set up to offer respite to youngsters
affected by the fallout from the 1986 nuclear power station disaster
in neighbouring Ukraine.
The World Health Organisation has classified more than 500,000
children as being at risk, and every year the charity has to raise
more than £10,000 to bring over a group.
During their time in Bristol the children enjoyed several trips,
including a visit to Aardman Animations and a boat trip along the
Avon Gorge to the Severn Estuary.
A farewell party was organised by the Bristol branch of CCLL and
host families at Christ Church in Downend.

On board the Pride of Bristol ready for their trip along the Avon Gorge
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Restaurant owner fined
over staff living conditions
Keynsham

A Keynsham restaurateur has been
fined £4,000 by magistrates for the poor
state of staff accommodation above the
premises.

Motiour Rahman, of Cinnamon in High
Street, was not at Bath Magistrates’
Court for Monday’s hearing but
submitted guilty pleas to the two
charges he was facing.

He failed to apply for a House in Multiple
Occupation (HMO) licence and also
failed to comply with management
regulation. An inspection by Bath &
North East Somerset Council’s housing
services in February found the property
to be in poor condition and operating
without a HMO licence. Mr Rahman had
previously been advised back in 2009 of
his responsibility to apply for a licence.
B&NES prosecutor Rebecca Jones said
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that
inspectors
found
the
accommodation above the Indian
restaurant to be in a poor state with too
many people living in cramped
conditions. Nine single beds were seen,
plus a fold-up camp bed, and there were
lots of personal belongings. A bathroom
cleaning rota had nine names on it.
She also said there had been issues
with illegal immigrants and the UK
Border Agency had visited Cinnamon
“on a number of occasions”.

The court heard there had still been no
application for an HMO although a
planning application to improve the
accommodation had been submitted.
A solicitor’s letter was read out in court
saying that Mr Rahman’s command of
English was poor and blaming a lack of
understanding of the English legal

system for the offences.

Magistrates fined Mr Rahman £2,000 for
each offence with prosecution costs of
£500.
Meanwhile a Mangotsfield man has
admitted failing to apply for a licence for
an HMO above a Bath takeaway and
failing to comply with management
regulations.

Father-of-two Alvin Uloli, 38, of Arnold
Road, who managed the Oriental
Express takeaway in Lansdown Road,
was fined £4,000 by Bath magistrates
for not having a licence for shared
accommodation above the premises,
and £3,000 for failing to manage the
property. He was also ordered to pay
B&NES Council £500 for the cost of
bringing the prosecution.
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Honouring the ‘King of Keynsham’
The ‘House Full’ signs had been up at the Brewery
Theatre for two weeks as Kevin Cattell’s play, 'An
Audience with Horace Batchelor', ended its run last
weekend.

Keynsham-born Kevin enlisted the help of The Week In readers
when researching his play about the man who helped
thousands to win the football pools in the 1950s and ’60s and
who taught Radio Luxembourg listeners how to spell
Keynsham.

previews, however, his timing and delivery meant this one-man
show mixed nostalgia and humour with just a touch of pathos.
Whatever the real Horace Batchelor, this was always Kevin
Cattell’s individual view, but one which chimed with the
audience.

Last month, three preview evenings were staged at
Pomegranate Cafe & Restaurant in Temple Street and while
actor Roland Oliver was still getting to know his character, it
was clear that at times, the audience really was conversing with
Horace. Almost from the minute he set foot on stage at the
Brewery last week, it was evident that Horace Batchelor was
most definitely in the building. If there had been a petition to
sign calling for some recognition for the man who invented the
Infra Draw method, then it would have several hundred names
on it by now. If any of those pesky Keynsham town councillors
so aghast at the prospect of naming a street after Horace had
been in the audience, they would have felt very uncomfortable
as his pleas for recognition received rapturous support.
Roland Oliver, just back from filming a scene in the detective TV
series 'Vera', dealt with the demands of a 70-minute, one-man
show well. That’s a very long soliloquy and he did momentarily
falter on a couple of occasions. As was evident during the

Speaking to Kevin afterwards, he was clearly delighted with the
way the play had been received. “While the age range was
what I expected, people seem to have come from all over
Bristol rather than just Keynsham,” he said. Certainly from
reaction to some of the jokes about the town, especially the old
clock tower, you could be forgiven for thinking you were in
Keynsham, but in truth the play’s success is probably down to
that fact that Horace Batchelor did indeed teach the world to
spell K-E-Y-N-S-H-A-M.
And what about that blue plaque? As he said in the play, Marcus
Trescothick has his ‘close’ while Judd Trump and Bill Bailey will
surely not be long in coming. With all the new developments
taking place in and around Keynsham, isn’t it about time Horace
Batchelor was recognised in some way? What do you think?
Let us have your comments at admin@theweekin.co.uk
Photo by: Zuleika Henry
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Directory & What’s On
Animal Feeds

Building Services

Building Services

Car Services

G D MEEK
Appliance Repairs

Your local builder
Structural alterations
Property maintenance
Partitions
Carpentry
Insurance work
Garden walls
T: 0117 932 5706
M: 07770 303807

Blinds

BUILDING
SOLUTIONS
BRISTOL LTD

• Loft Conversions
• Extensions
• Carpentry
• Bathroom & Kitchens
• Plastering & rendering
• Brickwork & patios

07785 274213
0117 932 5321
www.buildingsolutionsbristol.co.uk

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Directory & What’s On
Caravans

Secure Storage
Take your vehicle to a safe place

Motorhomes
Caravans
Classic Cars

Carpet Cleaning

Conservatory Roof
Upgrades

Driving Lessons

Computers / IT

DJs

Churches

Undercover & Outside hardstanding
with CCTV Monitoring & Warden
Controlled Access
KEYNSHAM, BRISTOL

07789 528 540

call today for more information

Carpentry

Dancing

Cleaning Services

Driving Lessons
Carpet Fitters

The Week in • Thursday 15 August 2013

Driveways
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Directory & What’s On
Eating Out

Electrical

Electrical

Events

Fireworks
Collector

Garden Services

Furniture Makers

Garden Services

Garden Equipment
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Directory & What’s On
Home Maintenance
HOME MAINTENANCE
SOLUTIONS
• Floors sanded, repaired
and varnished
• Plastering • Wallpapering
• Int/ext painting • Tiling • •
Carpentry
Friendly experienced
craftsman eco-friendly
materials
Also Gardening, Garden
Decking and Fencing

Musical Tuition

PIANO LESSONS IN
KEYNSHAM.
Beginners – Advanced. Ages 6+.
Contact Anne on 07963 935827.
annedavy25@yahoo.com

Painting
& Decorating

Pawn Brokers

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.
An advert

Tel: Pete on 01225 400137
m 07792 883584

like this costs

Joinery

Personal

per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

Painting
& Decorating

Loft Conversions

£16.50 + VAT

Pest Control

An advert like this costs
£16.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

4 weeks - £13.00
8 weeks - £12.00

12 weeks - £11.00

Mobility
Services

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com

C P WHITTLE Fully qualified.
Interior and exterior
decoration. References if
required. Call 07760 324900
or 0117 967 8845

DEADLINE FOR
PLACING
DIRECTORY
ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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26 weeks - £9.50
52 weeks - £9.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FOR JUST
£3.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.
Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Pet Services

Plastering

G Benson Plastering

Plumbers

Sewing Lessons

A Specialist in:
Internal & External Plastering
Rendering & Dry-lining
Italian Polish Plaster Finishes.
Fully insured.
Contact George Benson

Tel: 01225 571436
Mob: 07970 767 606
Email:
gbensonplastering@live.co.uk

Situations Vacant
Photography

Plumbers

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Physiotherapy

Podiatry

The Week in
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Stair Repairs

TV & Aerials

Venue Hire

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.
An advert

Taxis

Tyres

Waste Disposal

K R T Tyres

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

13” – 19”
Fitted and
balanced

07770 222 611
0117 986 0868
Website Design

Venue Hire

Contact : 01275 832345
Staunton Lane, Whitchurch

26 weeks - £9.50
52 weeks - £9.00

Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial
Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based
• from £4.75
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4 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £11.00

Function room and skittle
alley available for hire

Therapies

An advert like this costs
£16.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

8 weeks - £12.00

Whitchurch &
Pensford Royal
British Legion
Function room available
Fridays
Skittle Alley for hire Saturdays
New members welcome

£16.50 + VAT
per insert

Part worn tyres

Brookleaze, Keynsham
BS31 2AL

like this costs

0117 9159801
07530 864562

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FOR JUST
£3.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.
Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Nursing home ward
Saltford planning
rounds in B&NES cut
inquiry gets under way
hospital admissions
Saltford

The public hearing began this week into Crest Nicholson’s
appeal to build up to 99 houses on Green Belt land at Manor
Road.

A large group of local residents, led by Saltford Environmental
Group, congregated outside the hearing venue at Fry Club and
Conference Centre in Keynsham on Tuesday to demonstrate
their continued opposition.

The developer submitted plans last year to build on the site,
where horses currently graze, citing B&NES Council’s failure to
meet its housing targets and stalled Core Strategy as
‘exceptional’ circumstances.
Crest Nicholson appealed after the council failed to make a
decision by the set deadline. The council’s development control
committee subsequently rejected the plans.

A partnership between GPs and nursing homes in the Bath &
North East Somerset area is helping older people keep healthier
and avoid hospital stays.

The new Local Enhanced Service is commissioned by NHS
Bath & North East Somerset Clinical Commissioning Group
(CCG), the body responsible for planning and buying around
£210m worth of local health services each year.

The service, now in the second year of a trial period, sees GPs
making regular ward round visits to nursing homes. Because of
this, since April 2012 the number of nursing home residents
registered with a B&NES GP admitted to the Royal United
Hospital in Bath has gone down by 40%. There were 289 fewer
admissions to the RUH from nursing homes within Bath and
North East Somerset in 2012-13 (439) compared to 2011-12
(728).
Regular, proactive GP visits mean health problems are spotted
at an earlier stage, and frequently treated in the home. In this
way, emergency admissions following a fall or a sudden health
crisis can be prevented.

CCG Chair Dr Ian Orpen, a GP at St James’s Surgery in Bath,
said: “Working in this way means GPs get to know their patients
in nursing homes much better and they can spot any changes in
the patient’s condition earlier. This often means they can be
treated in the nursing home, rather than being sent to hospital.

“This is about giving patients the treatment they need in the
right place and at the right time. It is not about keeping people
out of hospital if that is where they need to be and want to be.”
Data from the pilot will be presented to Bath & North East
Somerset’s Health and Wellbeing Board later this year before a
decision is made on how to provide the service in future.

The Week In on line

Keep up to date with local news as it happens at

www.theweekin.co.uk
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Follow us @theweekineditor
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HorseWorld Tack sale
Whitchurch

HorseWorld is holding a two-day tack sale this weekend to raise
funds to support its ongoing rescue work and animal care.
The event at Staunton Lane takes place on 17th & 18th August
from 10am to 2pm and is open to everybody, whether visiting
HorseWorld or not.

like hay, feed and veterinary supplies.

“You don’t need to pay for visitor centre admission to come to
the tack shop. Come along and grab yourself a bargain and
help horses in need at the same time.”
HorseWorld recommends all saddles are checked by a qualified
saddle fitter and can be returned to the tack shop within two
weeks if the fit is not suitable. For more information visit
www.horseworld.org.uk/events or call 01275 893024.

Saltford

Christmas demonstration
for floral club
“We are really grateful for the donations of tack, rugs and horse
equipment that we receive,” said tack shop manager Deb
Walsh. “Anything that we cannot use for our rescued horses
goes into the tack shop to generate the funds to buy essentials,

Keynsham Rotary members
to help marshal Triathlon

Saltford Floral Club is planning
a very special event when the
famous Dutch florist Hans
Haverkamp will be giving a
Christmas demonstration at
Saltford Hall on 26th November
(2pm). Places will be limited and
tickets are now on sale at
£12.50 to include tea and mince
pies. For more details call 0117
9771813.

The annual Midsomer Triathlon will take place on Sunday 8th
September. Between 150 and 200 competitors will start their 16length swim at the South Wansdyke Sports Centre in
Rackvernal Road shortly after 8am. The swim is followed by a
rapid transition to a 15-mile cycle course and then a three-mile
run, ending up back at the sports centre. The triathlon is formally
overseen by a member of the British Triathlon Federation.

Keynsham Rotary Club members will assist a full team of
marshals to make sure the event runs smoothly. In providing this
valuable support the Rotary club will receive a donation from the
organisers of £250 for the Charity Children’s Hospice South
West.
Organiser Ger Wood said: “The Midsomer Triathlon is a popular
event for people of all ages and abilities. This year entry
numbers are excellent and I am anticipating an exciting and
exhilarating event. There are just a few places left should
anyone be interested.”
Call 01761 479425 or visit www.midsomertriathlon.co.uk to find
out more.

Motorbike Charity Ride

A motorbike run to Warminster Barracks is being organised on
Sunday 15th September in aid of Help for Heroes. The start
point is the Keynsham Masonic Hall on Bath Road at 10.45am
(meet from 9.30am). Entry is £10 for adults and £5 for children.
For more details contact: Mark Arscott on 07929 060496 or
01179 605111.
The Week in • Thursday 15 August 2013
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New courses and dance evenings
for people with learning disabilities
Keynsham

Local charity Swallow (South West Action for Learning and
Living Our Way), which supports people with learning
disabilities, is set to launch a range of courses at St John’s
Church Hall, Keynsham on Tuesdays starting from 3rd
September.

The weekly courses will include cookery, art and drama. The
activity days will ensure that those taking part learn a variety of
skills with support provided by experienced Swallow staff. The
courses are open to people of all abilities and interests and
follow a successful taster session earlier this year.
Beverley Craney, Swallow’s general manager, said: “We are
extremely excited to be launching our activity days in
Keynsham and we hope that by expanding our services here
many more people will benefit.”
For more information
www.swallowcharity.org

call

01761

414034

or

visit

Women in business
event success
They will run from 10am to 4pm and in the evening there will a
regular dance-exercise session called Boogie Nights between
7pm and 9pm.

South Gloucestershire Council and Red Door Coaching and
Training Ltd teamed up to hold a successful women’s business
event in Emersons Green.

The free event was held at the Bristol and Bath Science Park
and was aimed at women in South Gloucestershire who are
either business owners or thinking of starting up on their own. It
generated a large amount of interest, with all available places
booked up almost immediately and the venue filled to capacity
with 70 attendees from a wide range of business backgrounds.

The evening programme featured presentations by three
accomplished women who run successful businesses in the
South Gloucestershire area including Fleur Turner of ‘Fleur of
England’, a successful lingerie company with global clients who
spoke about managing a small business on an international
scale; Vickie Knighton of ‘Why Franchise Ltd’, a professional
franchise consultancy who gave tips on running a successful
business; and Claire Jaggard of ‘My Thornbury’, a web business
owner and media trainer.
Following the positive feedback received from the event there
are already plans to organise a similar event in the autumn.
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Bowls

Fry’s Bowling Club

Fry's welcomed Page Park 'A' to Somerdale last Thursday in
what was a crucial game for the home team in the push for
promotion. In a tense game, the scores remained tight all the
way through right up until the end. One Fry's rink lost on the last
end and with the other Fry's rink winning, it left the final rink to
defend a 2 shot lead, which they did, whilst also picking up 3
shots to win the rink giving Fry's 8 points. With Henleaze 'B'
losing, Fry's moved up into 2nd place by 3 points with 2 games
remaining.
Last Friday, Fry's and Keynsham met up to play their annual
Alsop Shield game. Fry's took the early advantage but couldn't
make it last. One Fry's rink dropped a big deficit which neither
they or the other rinks pull back leaving Keynsham to run away
with the game and the Alsop Shield. Fry's 51-83 Keynsham.

Tom Pells Cup

Forty members, both ladies and gents, recently gathered at
Keynsham Bowling Club to compete for the Tom Pells Cup. This
was named after a long standing member of the Club, and was
presented by Tom’s widow Lyn, who is the current Ladies

Football

First day reverse for
Keynsham Town FC

Keynsham Town started their Toolstation Western League
Division 1 campaign with a disappointing 1-3 defeat at home to
Wellington last Saturday.

There was little to choose between the two sides in the opening
half an hour but then Ollie Chamberlain gave the visitors the
lead in the 34th minute. Wellington doubled their advantage
with Chamberlain scoring again 20 minutes from the end.
There was a glimmer of hope for Keynsham when, in the 84th
minute Ben Stiff scored his first goal for the senior team.
However it was to no avail as Alexis Piper restored Wellington's
two goal cushion in injury time.

News of the team's next two fixtures - away at Cribbs FC on
13th August and home to Almondsbury UWE on 17th August will appear in next week's issue. In the meantime, following the
departure of Nigel Lee to Oldland Abbotonians, the club has
appointed Chris King as Manager of the Reserve team. He will
be supported by Chris Gardner and Terry Saunders during this
season's campaign in the Somerset County League Division 1.

Snooker

Box on fire

Alan Box defeated Jon Hilborne in the final to win Keynsham's
open snooker event on Sunday 4th August.

In earlier rounds the impressive Box beat Ella Hilborne, Jamie
Hawkins, Aaron Burgess and Callum Brown.

Harry Cooper-White defeated Kyle Mockridge in the final to win
Keynsham's junior snooker event on Saturday 3rd August but
Kyle came back to win the junior pool tournament, defeating
Ben Wright in the final.

Captain. Teams of four competed against each other, and after
a very close contest a winner was declared by the Competitions
Secretary Martin Jordan. The picture shows the Club’s Vice
President Hazel Waldon having made the presentation to the
winning team – from the left Pam Rose, Dick Ollis, Henry
Chambers and Mike Barrow.

Kingswood & Hanham Ladies

Following the exploits of the Kingswood and Hanham Ladies
Bowling Club in last week's edition, the triples team also went off
to this season's National Finals in Leamington Spa but
unfortunately they lost by a single shot to Surrey in the second
round. The club is however still involved in the Top Club
Competition as Gloucestershire champions. Last week they
beat the Madeira Club, representing Devon.
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