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Council approves new
B&NES Council has ratified plans to add a further
1870 homes to its blueprint for economic
development (the Core Strategy) for the next 15
years. Assuming the strategy is adopted next year,
the total number of houses to be built in the District
by 2029 will be 12,700 and this will include an extra
450 houses on top of the 1600 already planned for
Keynsham and 200 homes for Whitchurch.
As we reported in last week's issue, B&NES Council is in a race
against time to have its presently stalled Core Strategy
approved by the Government Inspector. A special meeting of
full council sat in a mammoth session on Monday evening and
while several concerns and reservations were expressed, there
was common acceptance across all political parties that this
was the last chance saloon. Council Leader, Paul Crossley said
B&NES had to demonstrate to the Inspector that it was ready to
meet his requirements. Failure to do so would signal a free for
all for property developers.
Anticipating a large turnout from the public, the venue was
switched from the Council Chamber at Bath's Guildhall to the
Assembly Rooms. Unfortunately, the sound system at the
temporary venue fell well short of expectation and many of the
200 or so members of the public struggled to hear the
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housing for Keynsham & Whitchurch
arguments while Council Chairman Rob Appleyard sounded
more like a railway station announcer. Councillors debated
each of the nine proposals to increase the housing numbers
and eleven members of the public made representations. As
almost all the land under review currently lies within the Green
Belt, there was understandably strong opposition to many,
particularly Whitchurch where Jill Britten and Mary Walsh from
the Whitchurch Action Group spoke against. Mark Owens,
Managing Director of HorseWorld supported the plan to build
200 homes in the village as key to the charity's future
development. In Keynsham, both the Labour Group and
Conservative Ward Councillor Alan Hale opposed plans for
further development of the K2 site on Charlton Road claiming
'enough was enough' in that part of the town.
When it came to voting for each of the schemes though, the
overriding sense of inevitability persisted and each of them was
passed by a convincing vote. The Council then went on to
consider a series of amendments to the general development
requirements for each site. For the scheme to build 200 homes
between the southern boundary of the existing K2 West site
and Parkhouse Lane, a key point was added to improve road
access 'to the wider road network, especially the A37, to
alleviate traffic through Keynsham town centre.'
The
Keynsham East scheme, which provides for up to 30,000m2 of
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employment land and up to 250 houses in an area from
Boadmead Lane to the Manor Road Community Woodland also
had one significant amendment.
A proposal by the
Conservative Group was accepted to investigate possible
locations for a re-opened Saltford Station on the west side so
that it could be accessible to residents of East Keynsham.
As we reported last week, the plan is now for public
consultation to take place in the affected areas. A six week
period will open between 26th March and 8th May during which
the Council plans to hold local surgeries, exhibitions at Libraries
and Council Connect Offices as well as posting details on the
website. All public comments will go directly to the Government
Inspector who will re-open the Public Examination into B&NES
Core Strategy some time in June or July.
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Staple Hill

Shop owner
prosecuted for under
age tobacco sales

The owner of the Village Mini Market on High Street has been

prosecuted by South Gloucestershire Trading Standards for
selling tobacco to under age children.

The shop has

subsequently closed but Kawan Fakhradn was found guilty in
his absence last week at Northavon Magistrates Court. He was

ordered to pay a fine of £400 plus costs of £1,095.34 and a £15
victim surcharge.

Trading Standards officers conducted an underage tobacco test

purchase check last September, where two 16 year old
volunteers were able to buy hand rolling tobacco which came

with cigarette papers from the business owner Mr Fakhradn,
without being challenged or asked for identification.

Trading Standards had already provided advice and training

materials to the business in order to ensure compliance with the

law and prevent sales of age restricted products to under 18s,

but the business had failed to take this advice on board. Ten
premises within South Gloucestershire were visited that day and

Mr Fakhradn was the only retailer who sold tobacco to the under
age volunteers.
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Woman charged
following fatal crash
Hanham

Officers investigating a double fatal road traffic collision that took
place on Lower Hanham Road on Sunday 27th January in which
Ross and Clare Simons were killed, have charged a second
person.
Louise Cox aged 35, from Oldland Common was charged last
week with perverting the course of justice. She was due to
appear at North Avon magistrate's court on the day we went to
press. Nicholas Lovell, aged 38, has also been charged with two
offences of death by dangerous driving, driving whilst
disqualified, driving without insurance and leaving the scene of
a collision. He currently remains in custody awaiting his next
court appearance.

Thefts from vans

Police are warning that thieves are targeting vans and stealing
tools and machinery across Bath and North East Somerset.
There have been 11 reported thefts in the last two weeks in Odd
Down and Twerton in Bath, as well as Paulton, Peasedown St
John, Keynsham and Radstock.

Most of the offences have happened overnight, but some have
been committed during the day. Anyone with information about
the thefts or who sees anyone suspicious around vans and
building sites, like people posing as workmen or drivers, is
asked to call Bath police on 101.

.HHSXSWRGDWHZLWK

7KH:HHN LQ
7ZRWKLUGVRISHRSOHLQ.H\QVKDPVD\WKH\XVH
7KH:HHN LQWR¿QGRXWZKDW¶V
KDSSHQLQJLQWKHWRZQ

The Week in • Thursday 6 March 2013

Diamond Wedding
celebration at Bitton

Joan and Derek Seville invited family and friends to join them
aboard a special train at Bitton last week to celebrate their
60th wedding anniversary.
Great grandparents Joan,
85, and Derek, 86, met at
work and their first date was
at a ball to celebrate the
birthday of the then Princess
Elizabeth and were married
two years later at St Anne’s
Church in Greenbank. The
couple were inspired to have
their celebration at the
railway after attending one
of the regular on-board
dinners held by AVR and
their son has also been a
volunteer there for decades.
And the secret for a long and
happy marriage – “give and
take,” Joan said.

5

Funding boost for youth centres . . .
The future of youth clubs in Cadbury Heath, Hanham and
Oldland Common looked a little brighter last week after
South Gloucestershire Council's Kings Forest Area
Committee agreed a package of £68,000 of 'Positive
Outcomes' funding. As we have reported previously, from
the start of the new financial year in April, the Council will
only provide direct funding for 6 youth centres in the District,
one of which was Cadbury Heath. The others, including
Hanham and Oldland Common faced closure if no outside
body could be found to run them. The Creative Youth
Network had expressed an interest in Hanham but had

identified a funding shortfall while Bitton Parish Council has
stepped in to save the Oldland club.

At last week's Area Forum, it was agreed to provide an
additional £15,000 to Cadbury Heath, allowing it to remain
open four nights a week as it does currently and not two, as
was being proposed under the new regime next month. In
Hanham, £38,000 is being provided for each of the next 3
years to allow Creative Youth Network to take over the
running of the club and a one off payment of £15,000 will be
made to Bitton Parish Council to assist with its plans for
Oldland Common.

Hanham

Members of Hanham Youth Club (pictured left) in particular,
spoke forcefully of their concerns regarding the possible
closure. Eight young people elected to speak, relating their
experiences at the club and the major influence it had made
in their lives. One young person said he had suffered from
bullying, but with support from the club staff he was able to
develop as a person. Pastor Peter Cooke from Hanham
Baptist Church remarked on the good work the club had
done over the years. Sandy Hore-Ruthen the Chief
Executive of The Creative Youth Network, described
Hanham as “The best run youth club in the West of
England.”
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and plans released for new look
Cadbury Heath centre . . .
The first images have been released of
Cadbury Heath’s flagship new £2m
community and youth building. The new
building – which is designed to replace the
ageing youth centre and adjacent Old

Pavilion – will have separate entrances for
the community and local youngsters.
Residents have attended a series of local
consultation events to discuss the plans
and have until 15th March to give their
views on the potential design.

Local councillors for the Parkwall ward, Nick
Barrett and Tony Olpin, who have led the
campaign for this new facility, said: “We
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have been campaigning for improved
facilities on behalf of the community for a
number of years now and we would
encourage local people to give their views
on the potential design of this flagship new
building, which will serve the community
and local young people for years to come.

We are keen to see that these new facilities
are just part of the legacy that this
investment leaves behind. So we want to
see the successful building contractor
recruit local unemployed 18-24 year olds
currently claiming Job Seeker's Allowance,
equip them with the necessary skills and
help them to play a part in constructing this
exciting new building. This would help them
to access employment opportunities and
obtain the transferable skills that they will
have for the rest of their lives."
The planning application is expected to be
submitted this summer with building work
starting by the end of the year.

Longwell Green

Extra time
for football
club lights

Longwell Green Sports FC
must be anticipating further
cup success in the future as
it has just received planning
permission to extend the
hours of use for the
floodlights installed a couple
of years ago at Shellards
Road. The reason behind
the extension was to
accommodate cup matches
which require extra time and
the dreaded penalty shoot
outs. The club will be able to
use the lights until 6.15pm
on Saturdays and 9.50pm
on weekdays with the
proviso of 10.30pm in the
exceptional need for a
penalty shoot out.
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Keynsham Junior
FC double honours

Sponsored ride
for Jack

Keynsham Junior Football Club were hailed, not only as the
Sports Club of the Year but also singled out for the Chairman's
Special Award at the Bath & North East Somerset Sports
Awards last week. The Chairman’s Special Award was
presented to the club at the Bath Guildhall ceremony for their
work in the community, including free coaching sessions for
local autistic organisation Butterflies and free after-school
sessions. The club also engages with parents and volunteers;
encouraging children to develop as players and latterly, as
coaches and referees, giving back what they have learned as
youth leaders.

Regular readers will know the story of Saltford's Jack
Boulton, who died tragically in 2009 aged just 17. Since
that time, family, friends and fellow sportsmen and

Council Chairman Rob Appleyard said: “I’m delighted to
celebrate the marvellous achievements and dedication of our
local
sports
people,
volunteers and coaches. I
hope that their devotion to
sporting activities in our
communities continues to
inspire others to enjoy a
healthy lifestyle and get
active with the support of
Bath
&
North
East
Somerset
Council.”
Paralympic
swimmer
Stephanie
Millward
presented the awards and
Keynsham based Mike
Oram was also recognised
at the ceremony as the
Young Volunteer in Sport.
B&NES Council Chairman

women have raised a staggering £40,000 for the charity
CRY (Cardiac Risk in the Young). Now, Jack's father
Dave and nine other friends, are preparing their biggest
challenge yet. They will set off from Land's End on 29th
June and attempt to ride to John O'Groats over the
following 13 days (an average of 80 to 90 miles a day).
Jack's death three and a half years ago was as a result
of a sudden cardiac arrest. He was a talented sportsman
with a bright academic. Jack attended the sixth-form at
Wellsway School and played football for Keynsham and
Saltford football clubs, cricket for Keynsham Cricket
Club and was Junior Captain at Saltford Golf Club. The
aim of the ride is to raise an additional £10,000 for CRY
and anyone wishing to donate can visit
www.cryride.co.uk/, twitter account, facebook and Virgin
Money giving site - www.uk.virginmoneygiving.
com/team/cryride

Rob Appleyard
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CHEMISTS
WEEKEND

2 -Hard
8
4

Sunday 10th March

Co-operative Pharmacy, Superstore,
Broadmead Lane, Keynsham
(10am-4pm)

5 2

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

7

5
3
7

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

5
4
4 3 6
9
7 9

8
6 1

6
2

5
7

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)
Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)
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Letters

The fact that we have ultimately managed

this a subtle way of building 5000 houses

Greenbelt in the Core Strategy will also

Reg Williams, Saltford

to

secure

protection

for

Saltford’s

help bolster our arguments against the

5000 houses in Saltford

current planning application at Manor

Dear Editor,

Saltford’s prized Greenbelt has been

protected from new development in the

Council’s latest Core Strategy planning
blueprint. But it wasn’t always guaranteed

to end up this way. It was interesting to
read Duncan Hounsell’s take on the

B&NES Core Strategy in your letters pages
last week, claiming that Liberal Democrat

Road. But for the Liberal Democrats to try
and claim it is they who have protected the

Greenbelt, when it was their Council who
wanted to push all new development onto

the A4 corridor, is stretching the truth to its
limit.

Yours faithfully,

Cllr Mathew Blankley, Cons, Saltford

councillors have kept Saltford’s Greenbelt

Dear Stephen,

it was our Liberal Democrat-run Council

of the people of Saltford for a bypass, to

out of the Council’s housing plans. In fact,
which actually proposed that Saltford’s
Greenbelt be considered for up to 5,000
new houses in the first place.

With B&NES desperately trying to find sites
for new housing development, the threat of

Duncan Hounsell's attempt to link the wish
the hair brained scheme for 5000 houses,
put forward by B&NES, run by the Bath
based Lib Dems, just does not stand up.
The two are not related, a bypass is

already in B&NES Strategic plans. As for

thousands more houses on the edge of

the proposed route, a figment of Duncan's

were not for the fact that Councillor

south side of the village) it bares no

Saltford was a genuine possibility.
Haeberling,

our

fellow

If it

Conservative

councillors, Saltford Parish Council and I

put forward strong arguments to prevent
this plan ever getting off the drawing board,
we could now be facing this prospect.

Such large-scale development would

destroy the character of our village, not to
mention the countryside surrounding it. It

would also bring the A4, which is already at

capacity, to a standstill. In putting forward
the case for Saltford to take so much
development, B&NES tried to dangle the
carrot that this number of houses could pay

for a bypass of the village. We made it
clear that whilst a majority of residents

would like to have a bypass to ease traffic
in the village, thousands of houses on our

Greenbelt was not a price that we, or local
people, are willing to pay.
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imagination(designed to scare those on the

relation to the generally accepted route of
Broadmead Roundabout to Corston going
south of the golf course.

Saltford wants a bypass to relieve it of the
pollution from the high level of traffic and
the dangers of such a busy road dividing

the village not 5000 houses. And this
situation will only get worse with the

substantial house building in Keynsham.

Thankfully the scheme was withdrawn, but

to then blame B&NES officers for the
proposal is unbelievable, do they tell the
officers what is the policy or do the

officers tell them? His small informal group,
who always quote maintenance of the

Green Belt as a reason for not providing a
bypass, should note that his Lib Dems are
proposing to build houses in the Green

Belt, on the Saltford side of Keynsham. Is

starting at the other end?

Jasper Tudor
Dear Editor,

May I thank Bob Barley (Issue 257) for

raising the issue of Henry VII's 'Uncle
Jasper' as being part of our cavalcade of

local history and for the excellent follow up
provided by Chris Skidmore (Issue 258). I

am intrigued by the fact the Henry VIII
dissolved Keynsham Abbey as part of his
purge, despite the likely knowledge that his
father's revered uncle, without whom the

Tudor line would not have existed, was
interred

there.

personnage

(he

As

had

an

acclaimed

been

given

Governorship of Wales with Henry IV's
accession), his could have justified an

appropriate tomb within the Abbey itself. If
this were the case then perhaps it was lost
in the destruction of the building? However,

if Jasper had been buried outside the

grounds of the Abbey, then maybe the
Cadbury development will reveal some
secrets.

As a matter of related interest, when
talking to some visitors from France about
our town they were amazed that so little of
our past had been preserved, or indeed
known about.

So much seems to have

been lost they said, such lack of
understanding
development,

and

such

foresight

opportunity

in

to

acknowledge our historic past. Again, no
museum.

Finally, with respect to our recently

departed local archaeologist and historian,
Barbara Lowe would have been delighted

with this awakening interest in an area of
her particular expertise.
Brian Fry, Keynsham
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Letters

More Keynsham issues
Dear Stephen,

Two points. Firstly, in issue 257 Jacob

Rees-Mog says residents are informing

him of parking problems due to the closure

of the Civic Centre car park. Does this man
know anything about Keynsham? Ever

since the re-build was announced, parking

has been a major issue. As it was with the
loss of the over spill car park now occupied
by Tesco, although that problem has
somewhat been addressed. He says

"parking in Keynsham just isn't working".

Tell us something we don't know already.
He says "he continues to support the call
from local businesses for free parking".
Continues? I never knew he had even
started. It must be election time again?

Secondly, the issue concerning dog
fouling. The problem is, is that the

punishment does not fit the crime. If you
are caught drink driving you are banned or

fined or both. If you want tough action, you
must take tough action. Anyone found
guilty of allowing their dog to foul should

have the dog taken away and offered to a
new home. They should be banned from
owning a dog for five years and finned
£3000. The difficulty is policing such

action. An extra warden is to be welcomed,

but it's impossible for them to be in the right

place at the right time every time. That's
why, when caught the punishment must be
a deterrent. People who clear up after their
dogs have nothing to fear.

And just a footnote. Just received the latest
flyer from Andy Halliday. He tells us
BANES have been listening and has

allocated an extra £750,000 to improve our
high street. Who knew and how will this be
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spent? Plus additional free parking-where?

that will improve Keynsham and stand the

time!

Yours sincerely,

Pray tell us Andy. I just knew it was election
John Howlett, Keynsham

D. McColgan, Keynsham.

Somerdale Exhibition
Dear Stephen,

At the Somerdale Public Exhibition held on

the 19th & 20th of February I was

dismayed at the layout of the proposed
development.

Having

attended

the

previous public consultations it is clear that
many key points raised by residents have
not been addressed.

Two key points that concern me are the
density of buildings and access to the

development. Mrs S. Watkins' letter in the
28th February issue mentioned the picture

of the site being too small to enable
sensible assessment of the detail to be
made.

The

pictorial

view

test of time can be provided.

was

a

FREEHAND SKETCH not a true to scale
depiction of the buildings and road layout. I

asked one of the staff overseeing the

exhibition about these points and was

given less than clear answers. When
asked about building density a larger

house drawing was pointed to and when I
asked how many of this type of house
would be built he could/ would not answer.

When asked about access the answer was

that a controlled access would be provided.

Questioned further it was revealed it would
comprise of traffic lights at the Station

Road junction and that the existing site exit
was to be built on with the access and exit
being provided in the area of the present

tennis courts.I can see what some 600

additional cars trying to enter or leave at
peak hours will jam up our local roads not
to mention additional chaos at the High

Churches Together in
Keynsham & Saltford
Dear Sir,

On Sunday, Feb. 14th in the packed church
of St Francis in Warwick Road, we joined in

the Induction of the Rev. Andrew Judge as
the new Chairman of Churches Together in

Keynsham & Saltford (CTKS). It was a

happy occasion with members from many
different churches taking part and ending
with the lighting of 13 candles which

represented the 13 member churches. We
remembered with gratitude the many ways

in which CTKS is woven into the fabric of
the Keynsham and Saltford communities

through such groups as Friends in Need
transport, the Talking Newspaper, Lunch
clubs, the Victorian Evening, the Saltford

Festival etc, etc, and we look forward to
another busy year.
Best wishes,

Julia Scott, Executive committee
member

THANK YOU
Dear Editor,
I

had

a

fall

in

Shearwood

Wednesday 27th February

Road,

A lady came and helped me to my feet and
walked me to my destination.

I was grateful that she was there at that
time. and would like to say
Thank you.

Keynsham Pensioner.

Street junction.

I hope that serious thought will be given to
rectifying these defects and a development
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Exchange visit to Germany

The Royal Life Saving Society is
running
an
International
Youth
Lifesaving Exchange to Germany later
this year, and young people from the
local area are invited to take part. No

previous lifesaving experience is
necessary, but participants will be
expected to attend Sunday night training
sessions at Keynsham Life Saving Club
(www.klsc.co.uk) before the exchange
in order to learn the basics.
This year's exchange will leave Bristol
on Friday 26 July 2013 and fly to Munich

in Germany, where you will meet up with
young lifesavers from partner club,
DLRG Kaufbeuren. Then, it's off to
Pleinfeld to take part in the ResQ cup:
an open-water lifesaving festival with an

emphasis on having fun. On Sunday
afternoon you'll relocate to Kaufbeuren
and spend the next five days taking part
in a packed programme of team-building
challenges,
leadership
and
communication training, lifesaving
exercises and cultural activities. On the
final day of the exchange you'll put your

new skills into practice by organising a
lifesaving-themed event for the local
Kaufbeuren community as part of the
DLRG Club open-day.
The exchange is open to young people
from Keynsham and the surrounding
areas aged 14-18. Participants should
be able to swim 200m fully clothed, but
there are no other pre-requisites, and no
open-water experience is necessary: in
fact, the club particularly welcomes
applications from young people who
haven't previously been involved.
The cost of the exchange is just £250
per person, which includes flights,
transfers,
insurance,
food,
accommodation, activities, hooded
sweatshirt, and attendance at the
training days in the UK before
departure. The remaining costs will be
met by fundraising activities and grants.

For full details (including videos of
previous exchanges), or to download an
application
form,
please
visit
www.rlsswest.org.uk/westregion/international-exchange/ or call
David Fielding on 07921 719 291.

Big Brew
Male Voice Choir
head up fundraiser
Mangotsfield

The Bristol Male Voice Choir are the star turn at a fundraising
evening for the Staple Hill Royal British Legion next weekend.
The evening of music and laughter takes place at the Resound
Centre (BS16 9BP) on Friday 15th March starting at 7pm. Also
on the bill are Martin Smith and the Umpa Man and there is a
bar a refreshments available. Tickets cost £8 and more
information is available on 0117 9560805.
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Oldland Common

As part of Fairtrade Fortnight the Unity Oldland Methodist
Church in West Street is holding a Traidcraft Big Brew event on
Saturday 9th March (start 11.30am).
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Saturday Club off to
Disneyland Paris

The Super Saturday Club are off to Disneyland Paris in May
after funds have been raised by local Rotary and Lions Clubs
together with Bath choirmaster Grenville Jones. The children
who attend the Super Saturday Club at Fosseway School have
a variety of different needs. Some of the conditions the children
have include Down's Syndrome, Autism Spectrum Disorder,
Global Development Delay and Williams Syndrome. Some of
the children have severe communication difficulties and also
have additional conditions such as epilepsy. Super Saturday
Club is part of Mencap Keynsham who have been responsible
for the logistics of organising the Disneyland weekend.

School shortlisted
in teaching awards
Emersons Green

Emersons Green Primary School has been shortlisted in the
School Team of the Year category of a national teaching award.
The Pearson Teaching Awards have been running for 12 years
and recognises excellence in both primary and secondary
school teaching. Commenting on the nomination, Jan Isaac,
said: “The whole staff team is amazing and they care deeply
about the children in our school. Staff have developed expertise
which they are happy to share more widely with other schools
locally, nationally and internationally. Everyone will go the extra
mile for a child or another adult who needs the support.
Everyone values and feels valued. I have worked in a number of
schools and I feel this team is unique. Consequently I feel
privileged and thankful on a daily basis to be part of this team.”
The school was rated outstanding by OfSTED in May 2011 and
inspectors stated “It is an exemplary model of inclusiveness and
every pupil’s welfare and learning is a key focus for all the adults
in the school.” Jan continued: “Our aim was to become the best
school we could where pupils of all abilities and disabilities could
achieve. This still remains our relentless focus.”
Judges visited the school last week and the result will be
announced on May 17th which is ‘Thank a Teacher’ day.

Members of the Super Saturday Club with B&NES Council Leader Rob
Appleyard and Grenville Jones during a visit prior to Christmas.

The Week In on line

The Week In website has undergone something of a
makeover. You'll now be able to keep up with local news as it
happens in addition to the printed paper which is regularly
read by over 25,000 each week in this area. Our popular
Service Directory Section also has an online partner now so if
you need a local plumber or an electrician in a hurry, just go to
www.theweekin.co.uk
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Brittany - some things never change
Travel

Editor Stephen Rodgers returns to the place where it
all began with his first job in the travel business.

This year marks the 40th anniversary of Brittany Ferries.
Synonymous today with the luxurious mini liners which link
England's south coast with Brittany and Normandy, it wasn't
quite like that in January 1973. Set up originally by a farmers
cooperative to transport cauliflowers to Britain to coincide with
our entry into the Common Market, a converted troop carrier
named Kerisnel ploughed the first route between Roscoff and
Plymouth. By that summer, a passenger service was also up
and running with a new ferry, the Penn ar Bed (Breton for Lands
End). I know this because 40 years ago, I was just cutting my
teeth in the travel business, working as a courier. One weekend
I would be guiding bus loads of French tourists around Devon
and Cornwall, the next I would be in charge of intrepid
westcountry travellers heading off to explore this new
destination made possible by a direct sea crossing.

Remember, this was a good 15 years before Peter Mayle's
books suddenly made living in France the desirable thing to do
and two decades before the Channel Tunnel. Low cost airlines
were still the stuff of fantasy. While many Brits were well used
to summer package holidays on the Costas, foreign travel in
the mid 1970s was still something of an adventure and if you
lived in the Westcountry, you were many hours away from the
nearest air or sea port. Not surprisingly, the idea of sailing to
France from Plymouth soon caught on and fortunately for me,
a teenager with an A level in French, it meant my first real job
involved spending a lot of time in Brittany. It's a love affair which
has lasted the course of time and while my subsequent career
in tourism took me to several other corners of the world, to this
day I still make a regular pilgrimage back to the place where it
all began.
It's naive to say it hasn't changed over that time - of course it
has. The Bretons do not consider themselves 'French' and
certainly in the 70's, Brittany seemed like somewhere the rest
of France had forgotten. Economically, this most westerly part
of the country has seen something of a transformation. No
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doubt plenty of EU euros have helped but the export of those
cauliflowers and the establishment of Brittany Ferries as a
major employer has also played its part. Not surprisingly, the
first difference you notice while driving around Brittany today is the number of British cars. Over the years, not only has
Brittany become extremely accessible, many Brits have opted
to buy retirement or holiday homes there.

The 3 Merchants (the car isn't mine by the way!)

One thing that hasn't changed is the first impression you gain
from arriving in the tiny port of Roscoff. The unmistakeable
granite coastline and the tiny offshore Ile de Batz welcome the
ferry as it edges into the harbour, hewn out of the rocks 40
years ago. As soon as you clear formalities and climb the hill,
you are met with another a sea of green. Fields of cauliflowers
(or artichokes depending on the time of year) simply fill the
horizon as you take your first tentative steps driving on the
other side of the road. Agriculture and tourism are the principal
employers in Brittany and the road from Roscoff to St Pol de
Leon acts as a perfect reminder of how the story of Brittany
Ferries was actually born.
It's a simplification to say Brittany is like Cornwall. Certainly the
steep cliffs and wide sandy beaches are similar, but Brittany is
larger and far more varied. There are the wild expanses of the
Armor National Park, pine forests which run down to the sea,

Brittany Ferries - 1970's style and today
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ancient standing stones and some wonderful, historic cities like
Quimper. The Breton heritage and language are well preserved
and self evident wherever you travel in the region. It really is
easy to convince yourself you are somewhere other than in
France. But then there are the attractions which can only be
French - and not surprisingly, many of these revolve around the
dinner table - or lunch in this particular case. Back in the 70's,
the rift between British and French (or Breton) cuisine was
seismic. Mussels, scallops, king prawns, crepes even - they
really were 'foreign' to most British palettes. One tradition which
has still to cross the Channel is the workman's restaurant where
you can get a substantial set meal for an insubstantial price. The
roadside Les Routiers cafes have been decimated by
motorways and drink driving laws over the years but the
principle still thrives in many town centres. I found one example
by chance a few years ago and still make a beeline for it
whenever I'm in the region. Les Trois Marchands (Three
Merchants) in Guemene-sur-Scoff (just south of Pontivy) is a bar
by day but on weekdays and Saturday lunchtimes it puts on a
set meal according to what was available in the market that
morning. There are no choices, the table is usually set with a
cold starter already waiting. Typical fare is crudités (chopped
salad vegetables) followed by a slice of salmon quiche, guinea
fowl and chips and a dessert. All washed down with as much or
as little wine or water as you require and all for a set price of 10€
(around £8.50).
Brittany may well have changed over the last 40 years, but
serendipitous discoveries like the 3 Merchants have not,
thank goodness.
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Fact Box

Brittany Ferries sail from Plymouth to Roscoff and
Portsmouth to St Malo. Day time crossings from Plymouth
take app 6 hours and overnight sailings are longer. Prices
vary according to season, sailing times and whether cabin
accommodation is required. A typical cost for a car, 2
passengers with cabin on one crossing is around £250 in mid
season. www.brittanyferries.com
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Red Carpet day
for Flooring and
Furniture Shop
Downend

It has been one year since Kustom Flooring opened its shop at
Downend Road and the owner of the business James Worgan
decided it should be a special day. With balloons and red carpet
he welcomed locals to his new look showroom. He has now
completed a renovation of the shop with new modern frontage,
spacious layout and plenty
of new style mirrors,
bedding, flooring, carpets
and
lighting.
The
showroom also has a large
range of furniture and 3
piece suites.
Mr Worgan has been in
business for four years and
initially was a flooring
specialist. However he is
now spreading his wings
and providing modern and
traditional furniture which
he hopes will appeal to
people in the Downend
and surrounding area.
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Mangotsfield

Arrests following
vandalism spree

Police arrested three youths after a spate of vandalism on
Saturday evening (2nd March). In all, eight incidents of damage to
car windows, wing mirrors and properties were reported and police
received one call at around 9pm from a resident who had
witnessed damage and also where the culprits were. Two 14-yearold boys and a man aged 18, all from Downend were arrested and
are on police bail pending further enquiries.

Saltford

Jumble Sale success

Nearly 200 people took away dozens of bargains from Saltford
Hall last Saturday. A major attraction were the butties with bacon
from Newton Farm. £750 was raised to help with the
refurbishment of Saltford Hall. The next project is the installation
of a lift do allow better use of the upstairs rooms. Saltford Hall has
facilities for all manner of events, including a well equipped
kitchen. For details 01225 874081 or office@saltfordhall.co.uk

Kingswood

Table Top Sale

There will be a table top sale at Holy Trinity Church Hall at High
Street on Saturday 16th March between 2 and 4pm. Jewellery,
pottery, skin care, craft card and stationery stalls, also beauty and
herbal products will be on sale. For more information and stall
bookings which cost £8.00, call Saira on 07958113133.
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Planning Applications
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OUT & ABOUT

Temperance Seven
Showstoppers
for Rotary fundraiser
For the second year running the Rotary Clubs of Keynsham,
Keynsham Chew Valley, Fishponds & Downend, Yate,
Kingswood and Chipping Sodbury are combining to present a
Fund Raising Concert towards achieving the final goal of the

eradication of Polio from the last 3 countries in the world where
it remain endemic - Pakistan, Afghanistan and Nigeria.

This year they have been lucky enough to book "The
Temperance Seven" who readers of a "certain age" will no doubt
remember. The date is Saturday 23rd March at the Hexagon
Theatre, Kings Oak Academy, Kingswood. Doors open at 7pm.
Tickets cost £17.50 and are available from John Wetherill on
01225 423843 or johnw@fsmail.net
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Oldland Common based youth theatre group, What If
Production Group is busy preparing for the next public
performance – SHOWSTOPPERS! Tickets are now on sale for
what promises to be an enthusiastic performance of popular hits
from the world of musical theatre – including numbers from Les
Miserables, Chess, Rocky Horror Picture Show, The Lion King
and Chicago. The venue is St. Annes Church Hall, Oldland
Common on Saturday 23rd March at 2.30pm or 7.30pm. Tickets
are available on the door but to avoid disappointment purchase
your tickets in advance online at www.wipg.tk. £6 Adults, £3
Concessions, £18 Family ticket (2 Adults/3 Concessions).

Lochrian Ensemble

Lochrian Ensemble will be appearing at Staple Hill Methodist
Church on Saturday 16th March at 7.30pm. This string quartet
will be performing an American Themed Concert including
works by Barber, Dvorak, Gerswin and Porter. Having appeared
regularly on Songs of Praise and highly sought after for
weddings and special occasions this concert is not to be
missed!!
Tickets
are
£8.00
available
from
staplehillmethodist@hotmail.co.uk or from Philippa on
07853207621. Alternatively you can purchase on the door.
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Henry Moore touring exhibition set to open in Bath
A touring exhibition of Henry Moore’s inspirational work from
the Arts Council Collection will make its only stop in the west of
England at Bath & North East Somerset Council’s Victoria Art
Gallery, from 13 April to 23 June 2013.

The show at the Victoria Art Gallery brings together the
Collection’s complete holdings of sculptures and works on
paper, spanning four decades. Seen together, for the first time
in their entirety the works provide a succinct history of Henry
Moore’s practice between 1927 and 1962, with key creative
developments and themes visible in both two and three
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dimensions.

Admission to the exhibition costs £3.50. Alongside the
exhibition, the Victoria Art Gallery will also be showing artworks
by the Bath-based painter Charlotte Sorapure and Warminsterbased artist Julia Atkinson.

The Victoria Art Gallery, near Pulteney Bridge in Bath, is open
Tuesday to Saturday 10am to 5pm, Sundays 1.30pm to 5pm
and closed on Mondays. For more details call 01225 477233 or
visit the Gallery’s website www.victoriagal.org.uk.
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Countdown underway to the 150th
An advert in Bath in the 18th century led to the start of an
agricultural show which will be held for the 150th time in 2013.
The advert appeared in 1777 -just over a decade after Beau
Nash, the legendary Master of Ceremonies in Bath, died. It
called for ‘public spirited Gentlemen’ to give their ‘countenance
and protection’ to a society for the encouragement of
Agriculture, Arts, Manufactures and commerce in the counties

of Somerset, Wiltshire, Gloucester and Dorset and in the City
and County of Bristol.

Alan Lyons, show manager, said: “The Society itself was
launched in 1777 in York House, Bath, at a meeting attended
by 22 people who responded to the advert. Nearly a century
later in Taunton the first Royal Bath and West Show was held

in 1852 and toured the South of England and South Wales until
finding its permanent home in Shepton Mallet in the 1960s.

A show was held in Bath in 1854, 1877, 1891, 1900, 1912,
1927, 1953 and 1960 with the city at the heart of many national
celebrations including the Coronation in 1953.

The original fountain in Laura Place was bought by public
subscription to mark the centenary of the Society in 1877. The
whole of Bath was said to have joined in the jubilation for the
centenary with the streets decorated with bunting yet the event
was marred by tragedy when Widcombe Bridge fell while
people were thronged upon it travelling to the showyard. By
1912 when the Show was once again in Bath, the impact of
technology also was at the event with the stewards having to
accommodate cars, and lots of them. In 1953 the Coronation
Show saw a record 100,000 people through the gates.

Mr Lyons said: “According to our archives the Bath Federation
of Townswomen’s Guilds had a stand which consisted of My
Lady’s Boudoir as it was in 1800 with period costumes and
furnishings, contrasted with My Lady’s Boudoir in 1953. The
Mayor of Bath organised a stage-coach run from Bath to
London to present loyal greetings to her Majesty the Queen
from Bath, Chippenham, Calne, Marlborough and other towns.
The coach with passengers in period costume paraded in the
Show ring before beginning its journey to London.”
Over the years the Show has been held in Bath, Cornwall,
Devon, Dorset, Gloucestershire, Bristol, Greater London,
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The Caring and
Friendly Practice

MARCH OFFERS

Come and visit our new reception!

• Keep your Bunnies in top to tail condition with our FREE
Healthy Hopper Check with one of our Qualified Nurses.
• COMFORTIS flea tablet for dogs. Kills all live fleas in 4 hours! Get
20% OFF your first 6 pack. Terms and conditions apply. Now
available for CATS!
• Wide Awake Club – Bring your tortoise to our Free of Charge
consultation with one of our qualified nurses. Only available in
March and April. Terms and conditions apply.
• Join the Lucas Pet Health Scheme with NEW added benefits!
Spread the cost of routine veterinary treatment with discounts on
food, accessories, surgery and emergency treatment. Ask a
member of staff for more details.
We are now the proud sponsors of Cadbury Heath & Longwell
Green Youth Football Clubs

1 COURT FARM ROAD, LONGWELL GREEN, BRISTOL

Tel 0117 9323 660

www.lucasvets.co.uk FIND US ON FACEBOOK
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Royal Bath and West Show
Hampshire,
Herefordshire,
Hertfordshire,
Kent,
Nottinghamshire, Oxfordshire, Surrey, Sussex, Warwickshire,
Wiltshire and Worcestershire as well as Glamorgan and
Monmouthshire. Mr Lyons said: “Today the Show is one of the
oldest surviving agricultural shows in England and is the only
one to take place over four days. And since 1852 only world
wars and an outbreak of foot and mouth have stopped it going
ahead.”
This year the event takes place from May 29 to June 1 and will
feature livestock, agricultural machinery, trade-stands, locally
produced food and drink as well as activities for all the family.
Tickets can be bought online at www.bathandwest.com with
early-bird prices being £17 for an adult ticket, £3 for a child or
a family of 2 adults and up to three children £40. The early bird
tickets are available until April 7 2013. On the gate prices are
£22 adult, £7 child and £55 family.

If you have memories of the Royal Bath and West Show which
you would like to share with visitors to the 150th – email
Julie.kitching@bathandwest.com
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The Widcombe Bridge collapse in 1877
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Directory & What’s On
Animal Feeds

Blinds

Building Services

Building Services

Semi Retired Builder
– Garden Walls –
– Repairs –
– New Build –
– Roofing –
No Job to Small

Tel: Keynsham
0117 986 2206
or 07729 792 962

Carpet Cleaning

Building Services

ALL CARPET CLEANING
AND UPHOLSTERY.
Free quotations, no obligations. Tel07966 551495

Architectural
Designs

G D MEEK
Your local builder

Blinds

Blinds to suit all requirements

HARMONY
BLINDS

Structural alterations
Property maintenance
Partitions
Carpentry
Insurance work
Garden walls
T: 0117 932 5706
M: 07770 303807

of BRISTOL

•100's of Vertical, Venetian, Roller,
Pleated & Roman Blinds at the best
prices.
• Perfect Fit registered specialist
• Conservatories a speciality
No 1 for LOCAL SERVICE
Free measuring & quotes

0117 300 5230
07917 230931
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Carers

BUILDING
SOLUTIONS
BRISTOL LTD

• Loft Conversions
• Extensions
• Carpentry
• Bathroom & Kitchens
• Plastering & rendering
• Brickwork & patios

07785 274213
0117 932 5321
www.buildingsolutionsbristol.co.uk

The Week in

adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Car Services

Carpentry

Computers / IT

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.
An advert

Dancing

RS Autobody
Repair Centre

Re sprays
Dents & scratches
Accident damage
Wheel refurbs
Low bake oven facilities

0117 9565888
rs_autobody@hotmail.co.uk

£16.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

Car & commercial body repairs
•
•
•
•
•

like this costs

Clock Repairs
DJs

Carpet Fitters

An advert like this costs
£16.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

4 weeks - £13.00
8 weeks - £12.00

12 weeks - £11.00
26 weeks - £9.50
52 weeks - £9.00

Carpets

MARK’S CARPETS

Computers / IT

Home selection carpet
& vinyl service
Can supply or just fit

Honest advice and an
honest price

07811 374944

www.markscarpets.com
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Driveways

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FOR JUST
£3.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.
Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Double Glazing

Electrical

Events

Our Directory advert boxes
are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.
An advert

like this costs

£16.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks

An advert like this costs
£16.50 + Vat
for one week.
Look how much better
value it becomes for a
longer series.

Driving Lessons

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

4 weeks - £13.00
8 weeks - £12.00

12 weeks - £11.00
26 weeks - £9.50
52 weeks - £9.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FOR JUST
£3.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along
as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Electrical

Events

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm
boxes.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Fireworks
Collector

Garden Services

Home Maintenance

GENERAL HOME
MAINTENANCE.
Friendly, professional service.
No job too small. Competitive
prices. Tel – 07966 551495

Mobility
Services

HOME MAINTENANCE
SOLUTIONS
• Floors sanded, repaired
and varnished
• Plastering • Wallpapering
• Int/ext painting • Tiling • •
Carpentry
Friendly experienced
craftsman eco-friendly
materials
Also Gardening, Garden
Decking and Fencing

Florists

Tel: Pete on 01225 400137
m 07792 883584

Hypnotherapy

Ready for
No Smoking Day?
March 13th is No
Smoking Day
Get cigarette free
today!

adverts
call
0117 986 0381

The Week in

MOTs

Please contact:

Julia Croft

(Bed.Hons)
HPD SFBT(Hyp) CNCH Reg

Furniture Makers

On 0117 9865201
jacroft@btinternet.com
www.keynshamhypnotherapy.co.uk

Logs

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Gardening

Musical Tuition

Gas & Heating
An advert like this
costs

£16.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of
4 weeks
The Week in • Thursday 6 March 2013

PIANO LESSONS IN
KEYNSHAM.
Beginners – Advanced. Ages 6+.
Contact Anne on 07963 935827.
annedavy25@yahoo.com

Painting
& Decorating

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com
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Directory & What’s On
Pawn Brokers

Plastering

J Hodge
Painting & Decorating
Services

Plumbers

Situations Vacant

Podiatry

Stair Repairs

Printing

Tiling

Est 1968
Interior & Exterior work
Domestic & Commercial
Work - No job too small

FREE ETIMATES

Within 25 miles of Bristol

Telephone Stockwood

Pest Control

01275 835689
Mobile - 07889778242
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Plumbers

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Physiotherapy

ALL WALL AND FLOOR
TILING. Free quotations, no
obligations. Tel - 07966 551495

Taxis

Plastering

G Benson Plastering
A Specialist in:
Internal & External Plastering
Rendering & Dry-lining
Italian Polish Plaster Finishes.
Fully insured.
Contact George Benson

Tel: 01225 571436
Mob: 07970 767 606
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Email:
gbensonplastering@live.co.uk

Security Systems

The Week in

adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Taxis

To Let

Uniforms

Waste Disposal

To Let

TV & Aerials

Venue Hire

Window Cleaners

STABLES
TO LET

With individual tack
rooms
Hay and storage area
All year let out

07853 829559
0117 9863821
07811 306518

Whitchurch &
Pensford Royal
British Legion
Function room and skittle
alley available for hire

Function room available
Fridays
Skittle Alley for hire Saturdays
New members welcome

Contact : 01275 832345
Staunton Lane, Whitchurch

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial
Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based
• from £4.75

0117 9159801
07530 864562

Busy time for Dance School

Keynsham

Students from the Keyford Dancing School have had a busy
few weeks recently. 30 girls took part in this years BTDA
Examinations in Tap and Modern with all achieving either
Honours or Distinction in the Gold and Silver Categories. As the
picture shows, they performed dances from Hungary and the
Ukraine. Last Saturday, they also took part in a fundraising
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show in of the Fear Hall in Keynsham. The primary school
pupils pictured took part, along with other music and dance
groups which use the Fear Hall and over £1400 was raised
towards forthcoming improvement costs at the venue.
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South Gloucestershire
Core Strategy Hearing

Possible locations for additional housing development in South
Gloucestershire were due to be reviewed when the public
examination of Core Strategy re-opened for one day this week
(Thursday 7th March). Government-appointed Planning
Inspector Paul Crysell reviewed the strategy in detail at a public
examination last summer and proposed a number of
modifications, including suggesting that more land be made
available for housing development between 2012 and 2017.
The core strategy had proposed that provision be made for
8,493 homes during this period but the Inspector asked for this
figure to be increased by 852 to 9,345.
In its response to the Inspector’s proposed modifications,
published in November, the council argued that an increase in
the five-year housing target was inappropriate given current
market conditions and levels of housing need. However it said
that if the Inspector insisted on the increase, provision could be
made for approximately 600 homes using sites already
earmarked for development within the strategy.
It added that if the Inspector were determined to meet the
remaining shortfall by identifying an entirely new development
site, this would have to be done through the public examination
process to allow local people to have their say. Following this
week's hearing, the Inspector’s revised modifications will be
submitted for a six-week consultation period. The Inspector has
indicated that he expects to submit his final report to the council
during the week beginning 24th June.

Council hears Post
Office concerns
Warmley

At the recent meeting of Oldland Parish Council, Councillors on
all sides again expressed concerns regarding the closure of
Warmley Tower Post Office (Heath Rise, Cadbury Heath) and
its move to Costcutters at Tower Road South. Councillors
Martin Farmer and Ron Hardie briefed the Council on their
meeting with residents and Post Office Ltd, where concerns
were expressed about security of the new post office at
Costcutters. In particular there are worries about the
vulnerability of elderly customers collecting pensions and
benefits from an “open style” of counter where safety and
security could be an issue. Councillors also heard that following
the closure of Warmley Tower Post Office, elderly residents will
in the future have to make the walk back to Cadbury Heath and
across the busy junction of Cadbury Heath Road and Tower
Road South. There is also very limited car parking at
Costcutters.
The Council has now written to both Post Office Ltd and Avon &
Somerset Police expressing these concerns. It is expected that
Post Office Ltd will make its decision about the future of post
office services in Cadbury Heath later this month.

Martin Farmer with concerned residents outside the Warmley Tower
Post Office.

Saltford

Musical warns of doorstop
callers dangers

Solomon Theatre company is bringing its scambuster musical,
"Too good to be true" to Saltford Hall next Tuesday (12th
March). The musical is based on true stories and aims to get
across safety messages about protecting yourself from rogue
traders, scams and doorstop callers. In the play you'll meet
Sydney, the victim of a rogue tarmac tradesman, and Mary, who
thinks she's won the holiday of a lifetime… A cast of three
professional actors present an energetic live story-telling event
with music from the 60's. Guaranteed to entertain and amuse,
the key safety messages come through loud and clear.
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This is a free event but tickets need to be booked in advance as
numbers are limited. Call 01225 396753 to book your place.
Doors open at 1.45pm with tea and coffee available and the
show starts at 2.30pm.
The Week in • Thursday 6 March 2013

Kingswood

Crowds turn out for Cossham Open Day
Staff at the New Cossham Hospital in
Kingswood, were overwhelemed by
thousands of people who turned up for
the open day last Saturday. Local
residents were shown around the
Radiology,
Physiotherapy,
and
Outpatients Departments.
Some
people saw the new Birthing Unit but as
the unit is now open, and fully
functioning, not all visitors were able to
see the 4 en-suite rooms, each with a
water pool, communal kitchen and
dining area, as two mothers were in
labour at the time. There are also
facilities for partners to stay overnight
and families and friends to visit. To
date, over 40 babies have come into the
world at the centre and all will have their
birth certificate showing they were born
at Cossham Hospital.
The MRI scanner which has normally
been outside the hospital building now
has an entranceway integrated into the
main structure, enabling patients to walk
from one to the other under cover. The
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CT scanner is the newest and most up
to date in the North Bristol Trust, and the
new X-ray machine’s results can be
interpreted straight away.
However
there will still be a two week wait for
patients wishing to know the outcome of
these appointments. This is due to the
administration and sending of letters to
patients and doctors.
A bust of Handel Cossham (the founder
of the hospital) is proudly exhibited in
the reception area, near the new café.
Margaret Lovell from Hanham, who
sculpted the bronze, said she was
asked to make the bronze head and
was proud to do so, as her mother,
Eileen Lovell, was a member of the
hospital’s League of Friends. Margaret
has created a magnificent reminder of
the founder with just one picture to work
from.

John Lord, ex-chairman of Kingswood
Council and major campaigner in the
fight to keep Cossham open said: “It is
absolutely fabulous to be here today

and see so many people observing at
first hand the services the hospital will
provide.”

The Cossham development, like the
new health care centre at Yate, will be
part of a network of community hospitals
and healthcare centres being created
throughout
Bristol,
South
Gloucestershire and North Somerset.
These will provide people with a wider
range of health-care nearer to where
they live.

John Lord, major campaigner for Cossham
Hospital with Margaret Lovell sculptor and
bust of Handel Cossham between them.
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Race Equality
Network

South Gloucestershire's Race Equality Network is launched
next week with an event at the Park Centre, Kingswood on
Wednesday 13th March (6.30pm). The move comes after
the Council asked Support Against Racist Incidents (SARI)
to help set up a forum for Black and Minority Ethnic (BME)
communities in the area. BME means anybody who is not
White English and this includes people of different
nationalities such as Scottish or Welsh as well as people
coming from outside the UK.

Keynsham Junior
Badminton Club

Keynsham Junior's finished the league season with 2 home
wins against St Ursula's, who are one of the strongest clubs in
Bristol. The U18's had to battle all the way to achieve a 13-12

The 2011 Census shows that South Gloucestershire is a
very much more diverse place than it has ever been. The
population in South Gloucestershire has increased from
245,641 in 2001 to 262,767 in 2011 which represents a 7%
increase. While the actual numbers for each individual
community remain quite small comparatively, the BME
population as a whole has increased from 10,218 (4%) of
the population to 21,156 (8%).

Batook Pandya MBE DL BA (Hon), the Director of SARI
said: “We are really pleased to have the opportunity to work
with the differing communities in South Gloucestershire.
The Race Equality Network is a fantastic opportunity for
BME groups to have a voice, so they can celebrate diversity
and influence the democratic processes that operate across
the Local Authority. If you represent a group that lives,
works or who are in education in South Gloucestershire
please get in touch so you can help shape services for the
future.”

Numbers will be restricted due to the size of the rooms
available so if you are interested in attending please contact
the Race Equality Network on sgren@live.co.uk or ring 0117
9420060 to register your interest and to book your place at
this meeting.

win. The singles were won 6-5 and the doubles games were
drawn 7-7. The U15's was another very one sided affair with
Keynsham winning all the games and achieving a final result of
20-0. The U15's have won their league with 5 wins out of 5.

Saltford

Businesses get to
grips with social media

20 people attended a seminar presented by social media
expert and entertainer Jon Payne from Noisy Little
Monkey last week. The
seminar focused on how
social media such as Twitter
and Facebook can be used
to promote businesses, to
either communicate directly
with customers or potential
customers. The topic was
identified by members of the
Saltford Business Network as an area they would like to
know more about, and other similarly useful and
instructive evenings are planned.
The Saltford Business Network has been set up to
promote Saltford businesses, to enable business people
to find support and resources and to encourage Saltford
people to use local businesses. The next event is a
social get-together at The Jolly Sailor, Saltford, on 28th
March at 7.00pm.
More information about the group can be found on their
website www.saltfordbusinessnetwork.org.uk.
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Saltford Golf Club
open to juniors

Saltford Golf Club will be starting its junior group lessons on
Saturday mornings from this weekend (March 9th) from 1000 to
1100 if you are 10 years old or younger, and 1200 to 1300 if you
are 11 or older. Each lesson costs just £5 per junior for an hour
(but only £20 in total if you sign up for a series of 5 weeks) and
it is the perfect way of finding out if you like the sport. Clubs and
other equipment are provided. You can just turn up on the day
but, to be certain of a place, call David Stone on 01225 873513
(option 2) (david_golf2@hotmail.co.uk).

Saltford Golf Club has a long and proud tradition of having a
large, active and very enthusiastic junior section. The Club was
successful in acquiring the “Clubmark - High Achiever” award in
2012 showing that the club is a safe and encouraging
environment for youngsters to achieve their full potential at the
sport. For more details about junior membership at Saltford,
please ring David Phillips, the junior organiser, on 0117
9475156.

Young Rider Hoping for
a Golden Season

Young event rider Dani Evans from Woollard near Keynsham
has a busy year ahead of her. The twenty year old - who has
represented Great Britain at the last five European Junior and
Young Rider Eventing Championships spent most of 2012
training under the watchful eye of the legendary Pippa Funnell.
She has now returned to the family base and is working hard to
develop her own team of horses.

The 2013 is about to get underway and Dani's main aim is
selection for the European Young Rider Championships which
are being staged in France during September. Dani said "So far
I have brought home individual bronze and silver medals. This
is my final year of competing in the under 21 category so I really
want to make my medal collection complete with an individual
gold." Dani's ultimate goal is to compete at the Olympics so she
was delighted to be recognised by the BBC as their equestrian
"one to watch" for the Rio 2016 Olympic Games. "To reach the
standard I have a lot of hard work in front of me but I relish the
challenge." She said.

Hillborne wins
snooker open

Gillingham's Thomas Hilborne defeated Paul Smart in the final
to win Keynsham's open snooker tournament on Sunday 24th
February. In earlier matches he defeated Jason Sparks, Des
Gilbert, Colin Streams, Jamie Hawkins and in the semi final
Luke Stilwell. To reach the final Paul Smart scored wins over
Mitchell Hooper, Jon Hilborne, Alan Box and Ross Summers.
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Keynsham Rugby Club

After a fine first half performance which saw them take a 16-3
half time lead with tries from James Hurrell-Smith and Ben
Newman the first team plunged into shambles at the restart and
gifted visitors Chosen Hill FP 21 points. Eventually they regathered their resources and closed the gap to 21-24, but this
was not enough and in a ‘must win’ game could only secure a
losing bonus point.

The seconds went down to Old Redcliffians at Brislington 7-19.
Keynsham’s points came from a Dan Keepax try and Rob
Breckon’s conversion. The game was lost in the first 10 minutes
of the second half when Keynsham’s defence relaxed and
allowed the home side 2 tries, as before that point and
subsequently, there was little to chose between the sides.
The thirds and fourth teams both had 7 try bonanza wins. Both
teams were at home to Midsomer Norton sides. Try scorers for
the thirds in the 43-0 win were Danny Slade (from 40
metres),Lee Tattersall, Geoff Green, Chris Gover, Chris Arthur
and James Pearse, Pearse adding 8 points from his boot. In an
all round team performance it was surprising to see veteran
Dean Bodman survive the full 80 minutes.
In the fourth’s 37-7 victory there was no try for man of the match
Bismark du Plessis as he was too short to reach the line but Ed
Balmond, Chris Griffin, Kieran Harvey,’ Bomber’ Nelmes, Paul
Brooks, Matt Sheppard and Josh Hughes did manage to cross
the line. Harvey added the extra points with kicks.

Keynsham centre Mark Harwood making a break against Chosen Hill
in the first XV game (Richard Angell).

Sudoku Solutions
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